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INTRODUCTION.

THER author of this diary, REv. THoMAs RoBBINS, D. D, was born in the town of
Norfolk, Connecticut, August 11, 1777. He was the son of the Rev. Ammi Ruhamah
and Elizabeth (Le Baron) Robbins. His father was the first minister of the town of
Norfolk, holding office from October, 1761, to his death in October, 1813, fifty-two years.
The earliest American ancestor in this paternal line was Richard Robbins, of Cambridge,
who came from England to this country as early as 1639, settling first at Charlestown,
but soon removing to Cambridge, Massachusetts. From him the order of descent was
through Nathaniel, born in Cambridge, 1649; Nathaniel, born in Cambridge, 1678; Phile-
mon, born in Cambridge, 1709, a graduate of Harvard College, 1729, and the life-long
pastor at Branford, Connecticut, 1732-1781; Ammi Ruhamah, born in Branford, 1740, 2
graduate of Yale College, 1760, whose ministerial record is given above.

On the maternal side Dr. Robbins traced his line directly back to the honored Gov-
ermor William Bradford, of Plymouth. This line, downward, ran through William Brad-
ford, Jr., son of the Governor by his second wife, Alice Southworth, zé Carpenter;
then through David, son of William and Mary Holmes, nés Atwood. A daughter of
David and Mary was Lydia Bradford, born December 23, 1719. By her marriage, the
name Le Baron was brought into this maternal line, and the story connected with this
name is curious and romantic.

In the year 1694, a French Privateer, hovering around our shores to capture vessels
loaded with grain, was wrecked near the upper end of Buzzard’s Bay, and the men on
board were rescued and taken off as prisoners of war. This was in the reign of William
III. The Treaty of Ryswick brought peace in 16g7. The surgeon on board this French
Privateer was Francis Le Baron. In the transfer of these prisoners from the head of
Buzzard’s Bay to Boston, a halt was made at Plymouth. On the day of their arrival,
it 80 “happened that a woman of Plymouth had met with an accident, causing a com-
pound fracture of one of her limbs. The local physicians decided that the limb must
be amputated. But Dr. Le Baron asked permission to examine the fracture, and decided
that he could save the limb, which he did. This led to a petition on the part of
the Selectmen of Plymouth to the public authorities, asking that Dr. Le Baron might
be released, to become a physician and surgeon at Plymouth. The request was granted.
He went there in 16q4, married in 1695 Mary Wilder, a native of Hingham, Massachu-
setts, and became the father of three sons, James, Lazarus, and Francis.

This Lazarus Le Baron, in the year 1743, married, for his second wife, Lydia
Bradford, named above, daughter of David. She was then twenty-four years old, but had
aircady lived a brief married life as the wife of Elkanah Cushman. As the wife of
Dr. Lazarus Le Baron, she was the mother of seven children, the second of whom was
Elizabeth, the wife of the Norfolk minister, and the mother of Dr. Thomas Robbins,

the author of this diary.
m
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Young Robbins was fitted for college in his own home, where many other boys
pursued their preparatory studies. The pastor’s house at Norfolk was a kind of acad-
emy for Northwestern Connecticut in those early years. The hours of study with young
Robbins were diversified with labors on the farm, for the country minister of that day
was also a farmer. Though destined for a scholar, he was, nevertheless, in his early
life. made practically familiar with almost all kinds of farm work.

At the age of fifteen, in the year 1792, he was fitted for college, and was entered
at Yale. He was there when President Stiles died, in May, 1795, and when President
Dwight was inaugurated in September of the same year. While young Robbins had
been a member of Yale, Williams College had been organized in Western Massachusetts,
and his father, the Norfolk minister, had been made one of the early trustees. In
1795 Williams graduated her first class. In the autumn of 1795 young Robbins’s father,
wishing to show a practical interest in the infant college at Williamstown, of which he
had been made one of the guardians, desired his son to remove from Yale to Williams,
and pursue his senior studies there. He did so, and the whole matter was so fixed, by
previous arrangement, that after his graduation at Williams College, September 7, 1796, he
went the following week to New Haven, and was graduated with his Yale classmates,
September 14, 1796. His name stands as an a/umnus on the General Catalogues of both
colleges for the year 1796.

In Williams College, on the first of January, 1796, young Robbins began the diary
now embraced in these two bulky volumes. It ran (with some small breaks by reason
of sickness) from that date to 1854, a period of fifty-eight years. It is a diary, in the
strict sense of the word, with its daily entries as regular as the daily rising and
setting of the sun.

Soon after his graduation, at the age of nineteen, he was engaged for several months
in teaching in Sheffield, Massachusetts, at the same time pursuing theological studies
with Rev. Ephraim Judson, pastor at Sheffield. For a year or two after closing his col-
lege course, he spent a considerable portion of his time at his father’s house pursuing
various studies, and assisting his father in teaching. In the summer and autumn of 1797
he studied theology with Dr. Stephen West, of Stockbridge, Massachusetts. In the winter
of 1797-1798 he taught in Torringford, Connecticut, and pursued theological studies with
Rev. Samuel J. Mills. During the year 1798 he studied again with Dr. West, of Stock-
bridge. He was licensed to preach by the Litchfield North Association, September zs,
1798. During the winter of 1798-1799 he was preaching as a supply at Marlborough,
Connecticut, closing his service there in April, 1799. During the summer and autumn of
1799 he made a long horseback journey through the new towns of Vermont, preaching as
he went. At the close of that year he was called to Danbury, Connecticut, to teach the
academy, having previously supplied the pulpit a few Sabbaths at Brookfield, Connecticut.
At Danbury, teaching and supplying pulpits in the neighborhood, ‘he remained till 18or1.
Then he went on another long missionary journey through the new settlements in New
York, not returning till August, 180z. For another year he supplied pulpits in Con-
necticat and Massachusetts, and received some earnest calls for settlement, but he was
not ready to accept any of them. In May, 1803, he was ordained to go forth in the
service of the Connecticut Missionary Society to the new settlements on the Western
Reserve, Ohio. From this service he returned in 1806, seriously broken in health, so that
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it was a year or two before he was able to resume regular ministerial labors in any
place.

In the summer of 1808 he commenced preaching in the south parish of East Windsor,
Connecticut (now South Windsor), whose first minister was Timothy Edwards, father of
Jonathan Edwards. Dr. Robbins preached here continuously from this time, though he
was not formally installed until May 3, 1809. His whole ministry in East Windsor was
not far from nineteen years, beginning in June, 1808, and ending in September, 1827.

Here it was that he first really began the great enterprise of his life, viz.: that of
collecting a library which was destined to become one of the large private libraries of
his generation. This enterprise, as a whole, and in its various details, is the subject of
innumerable references through the course of the diary, from the time when the process
of collecting books beqm. If one would see what can be accomplished in this way
by an unmarried country minister, without inherited property, and with only the ordinary
salary of New England country clergymen in the early years of the present century, let
him go to the rooms of the Connmecticut Historical Society, at the Wadsworth Athe-
neum, Hartford, and the result will be fully spread out before him.

As already stated, Dr. Robbins closed his ministry in East Windsor in September,
1827. For one or two years he agein supplied churches miscellaneously, but was never
for any length of time without employment. In the latter part of 1829 he preached
at Stratford, Connecticut, where he accepted a call to settle, and was installed in Feb-
ruary, 1830. This did not prove a permanent settlement. He was dismissed in Septem-
ber, 1831, his whole ministry here, including supply of pulpit before installation, being
less than two years. After leaving Stratford, without any long delay, he was led to
Mattapoisett, in the town of Rochester, Massachusetts, to assist his revered uncle, Rev.
Lemuel Le Baron, who had already been pastor there nearly sixty years, when Dr.
Robbins was called to be his helper. After preaching here several months, he was
regularly installed October 16, 1832, and continued until 1844, his whole ministry in this
parish covering nearly thirteen years., Meanwhile his uncle died November 26, 1836, in
his ninetieth year, and in the sixty-fifth of his ministry, and Dr. Robbins was left sole
pastor.

In the year 1844, Dr. Robbins having reached his sixty-seventh year, and having
been engaged in teaching and preaching not far from forty-six years, an arrangement was
effected, chiefly through the agency of Hon. Henry Barnard, of Hartford, by which
(leaving out all minor details) Dr. Robbins’s library was to become the property of the
Connecticut Historical Society, and he himself was to become the Society’s Librarian,
on a stipulated salary, through the remaining years of his active life. This position he
gracefully and honorably filled for ten years. In 1854 the infirmities of age came
upon him, and he was obliged to close his diary and retire from all public duties. He
lingered on until September 13, 1856, when he passed away peacefully at the house of
his niece, Mrs. Elizabeth (Robbins) Allen, in the town of Colebrook, Connecticut.

We have given this rapid outline of the author’s life, for the convenience of those
studying or consulting the diary.

It would be in vain for us to attempt to point out all the uses for which such a
work as Dr. Robbins has here left may be employed. If the meteorologist wishes to
follow the record of winter cold and summer heat through a long course of years,
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he will not often find so large and valuable a compilation of facts as that contained
in these volumes.

If the student of history wishes for practical illustrations showing how intense and
narrow were the political prejudices of men in the early years of the present century,
how bitterly the Federalists hated the Democrats, and how bitterly they were hated
in turn by the Democrats, he may find all the evidence he wishes in these pages. Dr.
Robbins was a Federalist of the most positive type, as were the ministers of the standing
order generally throughout New England, but especially in Connecticut and Massachusetts.
He was as conservative also in theology as in politics.

If the bhistorical student wishes to gather information about the local customs and
habits, civil and religious, prevailing seventy-five years ago over those large ranges of
country covered by this narrative, he will find few books more valuable than this.

We might dwell upon other uses, but each one will determine for himself whether
the diary will answer the questions arising in his own mind.

The reader will find the pages of these volumes largely furnished with notes. He
will discover also, in many instances, that these notes are briefly and in substance
repeated. This was done knowingly and intentionally, to save the reader the trouble
of turning over many pages, perhaps, to find something which has dropped from his
memory, and which a line or two will recall.

The diary appears in these volumes almost verdatim et literatim as Dr. Robbins
left it. Occasionally a line that might possibly give offence, through its indirect relation-
ships to some person or persons now living, has been erased. It was not needful,
however, to remove many lines for this reason. The record is remarkably free from
offensive personalities. Certain modes of expression which are now generally outlawed,
are left to stand, because they reflect the period in which they were written.

Dr. Robbins never married, yet the diary shows that, in his early manhood, the
subject of matrimony was much in his thoughts. But, from the time that the project of
making a great library was first formed and fixed, he doubtless concluded that with
wife and children on his hands, he could not hope to gather this large and choice
collection of his dreams, and so he made the journey of his life alone. He had, how-
ever, easy and friendly access to many cultivated households among his kindred and
acquaintances, and was eminently a social and companionable man.

Through all the early and middle years of his professional life he was a very busy
man. Besides his regular parish cares and responsibilities, he was called upon, to a
very large extent, for public sermons and addresses, and many outside trusts. He was,
moreover, a kind of pioneer in a class of studies and labors pertaining to early New
England history and genealogy. He was one of the founders of the Connecticut His-
torical Society, was an active member of the American Antiquarian Society of Worces-
ter, as also of the New England Historic Genealogical Society of Boston. He wrote
and published his little volume entitled Historical View of the First Planters of New
Engiland, and he superintended the first American edition of Cotton Mather’s Magnalia.
When the Massachusetts Board of Education was first formed in 1837, with Hon. Horace
Mann for Secretary, Dr. Robbins, being then pastor at Mattapoisett, was made a member
of the Board, and traveled considerably with Mr. Mann, making addresses on Education
before large gatherings of the people. It was while at Mattapoisett, in 1838, that he-
received the degree of D.D. from Harvard College.
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Dr. Robbins’s method of keeping his diary was that commonly adopted by those in
old times, who went into the business thoroughiy and systematically, viz.: by the use
of interleaved almanacs, prepared year by year as they were wanted. These were care-
fully kept, and when his library was passed over to the Connecticut Historical Society,
in 1844, they, so far as completed (with ten more to be added), became the property
of the Society. After Dr. Robbins’s death, they were bound in twelve neat and mod-
eratesized volumes, each covering five years, ekcept the last, which included between
three and four years.

Dr. Robbins’s handwriting was compact, but clear, and after a very little experience
it was easy to decipher these closely-written pages. Almost the whole of the work was
copied from the original by a young lady, Miss Emily E. Hawley, with a type-writer.
It was the work of several months, but was more quickly and easily done in this way
than with the pen. It needs but a glance at these bulky volumes to convince any
one that the simple work of copying must have been a long one.

Dr. Robbins’s sister Sarah, two years younger than himself, married, in 1805, Joseph
Battell, Esq., a prosperous Christian merchant of Norfolk, Connecticut. It is by children
of this marriage, Robbins Battell, Esq., and Anna Battell, of Norfolk, that this work
is mow printed and sent forth, in the belief that it contains some valuable materials
for history and biography, gathered from the long period which the narrative covers.
Philip Battell, Esq., of Middlebury, Vermont, brother of the above, has also aided much
by his memories and suggestions, thoroughly acquainted as he is with the family history,
recent and ancestral.

INCREASE N. TARBOX.

West Newlton, February a2, 1886.
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17e86.

Jawvary.

1. A member of Williams College, Senior year; was appointed to a

degree as a degree of merit.*

2. Reciting now, Paley’s Moral Philosophy.

3. Attended meeting. Heard Mr. Swift® preach. Very warm weather.
4. My friend Turner* very dangerously sick in college.

5. Attended the public concert of prayer.

6. The public paper brought an account of a promising happy session of

Congress.’

7. A violent storm of snow, perhaps eight inches.
8. A sudden death in the neighborhood. A man died with a species of

the lockjaw.

9. A full conference meeting. Very serious.
10. A funeral sermon was preached on the late death — well adapted.
11. Formed an agreeable acquaintance. Very cold at night. A violent
snow-storm. Mr. Judson® and wife arrived to see their sick son.
12. Weather quite warm, but good sleighing.

13. Received a letter from home.

Spoke on the stage.

14. Finished Paley’s Philosophy. A hard storm.
15. Moderate weather, preparing for exhibition. Lower classes offended

about the ball” now coming.

16. Wrote a letter to Uncle Robbins.*

! Thomas Robbins, on his father’s side,
was descended from Richard Robbins(®), of
Cambridge, Mass. (1639), through Nathan-
iel(?), Nathaniel(?), Philemon(¢), and Ammi
Ruhamah (5).

2 Going to Williams College from Yale,
as he did, in his Senior year, his rank at the
first had to be determined by general esti-
mate, rather than by computation of his marks
at recitation.

3 Rev. Seth Swift, a native of Kent, Ct.,
graduated at Yale in 1774, was the settled
minister of Williamstown, Mass., from May
26, 1779, to Feb. 13, 1807, when he died.

¢ Nathaniel Turner, who was graduated at
Williams in 1798. He was a native of Nor-
folk, Ct., and had probably been fitted for

cotlege by young Robbins's father. He was
afterward settled in New Marlborough,
Mass., and died after a thirteen years’ min-
istry, at the age of forty-one.

5 This was the 4th Congress, the 1st hav-
ing been convened in 1789.

¢ Rev. Ephraim Judson, of Sheffield, whose

only child of the same name was then in.

Williams College, where he was graduated in
the following year.
7 A college exhibition winding up with a

ball, does not indicate that our fathers, nearly:

a century ago, were so rigid as is sometimes
supposed.

8 This was Chandler Robbins, D. D., of
Plymouth, Mass. ; minister there from Jan. 30,

1760, to June 30, 1799, aged sixty.

PEN
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17. Attended meeting — heard of the death of Gov. Huntington.*
18. Wrote to Uncle L. Lebaron® [Le Baron]. Preparing for exhibition.
19. My father arrived in town.' Had a very fine exhibition. At evening

was at ball.

20. Set out for home. Very stormy.

21. My mamma found a new nephew, Mr. Goodwin, of Lenox. An agree-

able visit.

22. Arrived home. All well. Very cold.
23. Preparing for the necessary business of my vacation as soon as

possible.

24. Heard my father preach. Mr. Huntington,’ tutor at my father’s.
25. Mr. H. and I tried to persuade Si Battle®to become a bookseller at

Williamstown. .

26. My father went with me to the merchant’s and let me trade about £34.
27. Excellent sleighing. Snows a little every day. My brother N.” came

last night.

28. Began my oration for Society exhibition. Wrote a letter to my old

classmate Bishop.*

29. My father and I went to the woods and got a good load of wood.

! Samuel Huntington, Governor of Con-
necticut from 1786 to his death. In 1779 and
’80 he was President of the Continental Con-
gress. He died at Norwich, Ct., January §,
1796, and young Robbins heard of his death
on Sunday the 17th, so slowly did news travel
in those days.

* Young Robbins’s mother was Elizabeth(*)
Le Baron, of Plymouth, Mass,, daughter of
Dr. Lazarus Le Baron. Her grandfather was
Dr. Francis Le Baron, who, as surgeon on
board a French privateer, was wrecked in
Buzzard's Bay, and being thrown thus on a
strange shore, settled in Plymouth in 1696,
Her mother’s maiden name was Lydia(*) Brad-
ford, daughter of David(®) Bradford, grand.
daughter of William(?) Bradford, Jr., and great
granddaughter of Gov. William(*) Bradford
of the Plymouth Colony. Thomas(®) Rob-
bins’s line of descent from the noble Pil-
grim governor is, therefore, clear and dis-
tinct. His Uncle L. Le Baron, to whom he
writes, is Rev. Lemuel Le Baron, a graduate
of Yale in 1768, the life-long Congregational
minister in one of the churches of Rochester,
Mass., now called Mattapoisett.

3 To reach Williamstown from Norfolk,
Ct., Rev. Mr. Robbins had to make a jour-
ney of about fifty miles among the Berkshire
hills.

4 Lenox was on the way home, and this
new nephew that Mrs. Robbins found was a
son either of her half-sister Lydia, who mar-
ried Nathaniel Goodwin, or of another half-
sister, Hannah, who married Benjamin Good-
win. The Goodwins of Plymouth seem to
have come from Christopher Goodwin, of
Charlestown, Mass., who was resident there
as early as 1643.

5 Rev. Dan Huntington, was graduated at
Yale in 1794, and settled afterwards at Litch-
field and Middletown, Ct. Died at Hadley,
Mass., 1864, aged ninety. He was the father
of the Rev. Frederic Dan Huntington, D.D,,
Bishop of Central New York. Mr. Dan
Huntington was tutor at Williams 1794-1796,
and at Yale 1796-1798.

6 Josiah Buckingham Battell.

7 Nathaniel Robbins, one of his older broth-
ers. He had two brothers older and three
younger than himself.

8 This was Timothy Bishop, of New Haven,
a graduate of 1796, at Yale, who lived seventy-
seven years after his graduation, dying in 1873.
For several years before his death, he was
Yale’s oldest living graduate, and since the
founding of Yale, though there have been
many long-lived students, no graduate, per-
haps, has exceeded him in the length of his
post-graduate life.
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AT WILLIAMS COLLEGE. 3

30. The coldest day we have had. My father went to exchange with Mr.

Mills." Obliged to return.

31. My father preached a good part of the day about Vermont.?

FaBRUARY.

1. Capt. Lawrence summoned my father, according to law, to go to

Litchfield as an evidence.

He would not.

2. Almost all the town met to count as evidence in the contest between

Lawrence and Phelps.®

3. Wrote a letter to my old classmates Hooker and Denison.*

4. At my father's wood-spell, worked hard all day.

5. With my sister S.* I went to Canaan to visit my brother A.*

6. Returned from C. in a moderate snow-storm.

7. My father preached that there was reason to weep over the calamitous

state of mankind.

8. Mr. Huntington called here on his return to college. I was gone from

home.

9. My father went to Lee to a Council.

School.
10.
1I.

had for three weeks.

Left me to take care of the

Mr. Dunbar, tutor,” went from here in the moming for college.
It rained all day. Snow went very fast. First thawing day we have

12. Had an account from Albany of a number of persons taken up and

confined for burglary.

13. My mamma and sister finished my bed to carry to college.!
14. My father preached of the danger of being overrun with infidelity.
15. Set out for college in a sleigh, Bitter cold. Came as far as Pittsfield.

! Rev. Samuel Mills, of Torringford, Ct.,
pastor there from June, 1769, to his death in
May, 1833. He was the father of the well-
known Samuel J. Mills, Jr. Torringford was
distant from Norfolk some twelve or fifteen
miles. Mr. Mills’s wife was Esther Robbins,
daughter of Samuel Robbins, of Canaan. She
was descended from John Robbins, of Weth-
ersfield, Ct., while the Norfolk minister was
descended from Richard Robbins, of Cam-
bridge, Mass. But Richard and John are
believed to have come from the same family
in England.

2 The Connecticut churches looked after
the new settlements in Vermont, where many
little companies of Connecticut people had
gone.

3 This suit seems to have been an exciting
one, but we have not been able to discover
the point at issue.

4 John Hooker and Charles Denison, who
were graduated at Yale in 1796. Denison

received the degree of A. M. both from Yale
and Williams, and was tutor at Yale 1799~
1801,

S Sarah Robbins, then sixteen, afterwards
Mrs. Joseph Battell.

¢ Ammi Ruhamah Robbins, Jr., an elder
brother.

! Elijah Dunbar, graduated at Harvard Col-
lege 1794. Tutor at Williams College 1794~
1796, and Daniel Dunbar, graduated at Yale
College 1794, tutor also at Williams 1794~
1796. The one spoken of in the diary was
probably Daniel, as the Norfolk parsonage
was more likely to be a kind of halting place
or home for a Yale man than a Harvard man.
Daniel died in 1841, and Elijah in 1850
The last named was settled in Peterborough,
N. H,, from 1799 to 1827, and afterwards
preached as occasion offered without settle-
ment.

¢ This was an age of home manufactures
and old-fashioned simplicities.
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16. Arrived at Williamstown.*
17. Employed in settling my affairs to live at Mr. Skinner's.*
18. In the afternoon made a visit to Esq. Noble's?-— a number of ladies.
19. The President has started a subscription for a meeting-house. It is
circulating.
20. Was exposed to the measles which are prevalent here.

At night

attended conference meeting. Some scholars, after a sleigh ride, at 2 o’clock

called up Mr. Skinner.

21. Attended meeting. Baptism administered. At evening attended with

Miss A. Skinner.

22. A sense of the distraction of the world and the incapacity of all terres-

trial things to make us happy.
23. Troubled with the toothache.

24. Excessive toothache, couldn’t find doctors —used opium freely. At
night, a ball here very much troubled me. Weaned from some parts of the

world.*
25.
26.
27.
28.

occasion of grief.

29.

Thawy weather. A black man here broke his leg very badly.

Wrote to my old classmate Stebbins,’ a dancing master.

Settled the matter. [What matter does not appear.]

My thoughts too much on wordly objects, May IT* never be an

It rains and the snow all goes off. From January 18th till the end of

February it has been continually the best of sleighing all over the country.

MARCH.

1. A tooth which has given me much pain was extracted. Speculation

the rage of the day.

2. Arranging matters for the exhibition of the Societies next week.

! It was on the 20oth of January that he
left Williamstown for vacation. The vacation,
therefore, had lasted about a month in the
depth of winter. This was according to the
college custom of that day, so that young
men might teach in winter, and because, also,
of the great difficulty of heating public build-
ings. We now avoid the hot summer months
for study, but the old college curriculum
reached entirely through the summer to the
early antumn, as we shall see.

? Hon. Thompson J. Skinner, son of
Rev. Thomas Skinner, Colchester, Ct. (West
Chester parish), settled in Williamstown in
1775, and was one of the foremost men of the
town, and a Trustee of the College. There
was another man, Benjamin Skinner, who
may or may not have been a brother of the
one just named. It was probably at his

house, that young Robbins was to live, and
this house seems to have been a kind of pub-
lic house.

3 David Noble, a graduate of Yale in 1764,
a Jawyer and merchant. He settled in Will-
iamstown in 1770, was one of the Trustees
of the College, and warmly interested in its
welfare.

4 As we understand this sentence in this
connection, he means to say, that while he
may be very wordly in some things, he does
not care much for balls.

S He was some classmate at ya.le. who did
not graduate, perhaps concluding that to be a
dancing master did not require a full course
of college education.

¢ This #¢ underscored very likely refers to
the “matter ” just before spoken of, but we
have no means of knowing.
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3- Reviewing, classically,' for examination, today, Rhetoric.

getting candles.*

4. Finished my oration for Societies’ exhibition.
5. Good spring weather. Very muddy.

AT WILLIAMS COLLEGE. 5

About,

Troubled.
Inviting people to the exhibition.

6. Attended meeting. At evening the authority attended to the diffi-

culty in the classes about the ball at January exhibition.

I said nothing.

7. The President® gave his opinion in public about the matter last

evening.

8. Gen. Skinner* arrived from Boston.

upon Georgia lands.

Great loss there in speculation

9. At evening was the exhibition of the Societies in the Chapel. As

many people as could possibly get in.

1o. Miss A. Skinner taken sick ; bids fair to have a fit of sickness.
1. Very thoughtless; taken up entirely with wordly thoughts.

12. Went and washed in the Sand Spring.®

My salt-rheum rages some.

13. My eyes rather weak. Much afflicted at seeing Alice so careless in

her sickness.

14. Extraordinary warm and pleasant weather for the season.
15. Began to rain. The President determined to examine us with the

Juniors.
16. Was examined very critically.

fortable.

18. The Sophomore class was examined. True friendship.®

A violent snow-storm. °
17. Our examination continued till night.

The chapel cold and uncom-

Sickles, a

member of the Academy, was dismissed with disgrace.
19. Freshmen examined. Deacon Stratton’ attended our Conference

meeting.

20. My thoughts excessively taken up with wordly objects. Growing

calloys. A proclamation for a fast.

21. Miss A. S. recovering from her sickness.

¥ That is by classes.

* This was long before the days of kero-
sene, and gas was unknown in those parts,
and the coming exhibition required a great
store of candles.

?* Rev. Ebenezer Fitch, D. D., a graduate
of Yale. President 1793-1815,

“ Hon. Thompson J. Skinner, mentioned
in a previous note as one of the Trustees of
the College, was also General Skinner. He
was largely a2 public man, and was, at differ-
ent times, in both branches of the State Leg-
islature, and member of Congress. He was
much in Boston, and died there January 20,
thog.

Academy examined.

$ A spring in Williamstown having prop-
erties like some of the Saratoga Springs.

6 Occasionally in the early parts of the
diary we come upon places where a few
dots stand in the room of words. This may
be a continuation of the enigmatical * matter ”
and “it” just before noticed, and may possi-
bly be connected with Miss A. Skinner. But
there is little use in trying to find out the
secret thoughts and feelings of a young fellow
of eighteen.

7 Ebenezer Stratton, chosen deacon of the
Williamstown church, as successor to Deacon
Nathan Wheeler, who removed from town in

1784.



6 DIARY OF REV. THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D.

[1796.

22. Began to recite Vattell.' My brother N.* arrived in town. The storm
below terrible. Messrs. Joel Grant® and Solomon Curtis, at Norfolk, died

last week.

23. My brother talks of coming here with a book-store. Wrote to my

sister B., moved to Paris since I left.

24. Began to read Millot.* The President publicly protested against the

drinking companies after examination.
25. Spring seems to be advancing.

26. A lengthy and useful recitation on religious establishments. Very full

conference.

27. What advantages I have had in preaching and religious institutions,

now gone.

28. A number of scholars went to Bennington to have the small-pox.*
29. I am in danger of becoming effeminate. Muddy beyond description.

30. Junior appointments given out.

successful.
31. A day appointed for fasting.
ArRiL.
1. Very fine weather.
quite unwell; lingering.
1)

! Until the present century our text-books
for schools and colleges were almost all
brought from the old world. Vattell on the
Rights of Nations was a standard work of that
period.

? Nathaniel Robbins, five years older than
Thomas.

3 This Joel Grant was the father of Miss
Z. P. Grant (afterwards the wife of the Hon.
William Banister, of Newburyport) who, for
so many years, made the Female Academy
at Ipswich, Mass., by her wisdom and scholar-
ship, an institution famous throughout the
land.

4 A French historian, who published Ele
menis of the History of England, Elements of
Unéversal History, etc.

$ This was before the days of our modern
system of vaccination. Innoculation for the
small-pox was a much more serious matter
and must be attended to with great sys-
tem and care, but even then not unfrequently it
proved fatal, as in the case of Jonathan Ed-
wards, in March, 1758, just after his removal
from Stockbridge to Princeton, N. J.

¢ It was at this time [1721] that the practice
of innoculation was introduced. Dr. Zabdiel
Boylston [of Boston] is known to be the first
physician in the British dominion that dared

Papers declare the French very

My classmate Romeyn primus® was, I hear,

todo it. He commenced with his own family,
innoculating his own son Thomas and two of his
servants on the 26th of June, and he met with
success which at that time seemed wonder-
ful. The clergy of the town encouraged and
supported him, but the physicians joined
the populace and opposed the practice with
all possible vehemence. By Dr. Boylston’s
account it appears that of 5,759 who had
had the disease in the natural way, 844
died; whereas of 247 cases attended by him-
self, and 39 by Drs. Roby, of Cambridge, and
Thompson, of Charlestown, only six termi-
nated fatally.” — Snow's History of Boston,
Pp- 218-19.

The year 1721 was when the small-pox
made such ravages in Boston. The popula-
tion of the town was then 10,567, of these
5,813 had the disease, and 771 died.

¢ There were two Romeyns in young Rob-
bins’s class, brothers, sons of a Dutch clergy-
man. Their names were Benjamin and
Thomas. Benjamin was Romeyn primass,
and Thomas Romeyn secundus. Both were
probably studying for the ministry, but Ben-
jamin died three months after graduation.
Thomas, after a long and successful ministry,
died in Amsterdam, N. Y., in 1857, at the age
of eighty.
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2. Made a visit at Esq. Noble’s. Saw in the paper a compliment to Gen.
W. [Washington] given by a Dutchman at Amsterdam, the greatest that could
be. A great deal of electioneering in the papers for a Governor® of this State.

3. Very full meeting. The meeting-house foundation is begun.

4. Freemen’s Meeting, full and disorderly. Almost all voted for the old

Governor.

5. Attended the concert of prayer.

No disposition for serious things.

6. At evening a ball® here. Troubles me some now.
7. This world appears vain and lighter than air. Only in friendship can

we find, etc.

8. How scandalous that we must have Commencement in this old meet-
ing-house.* Almost discouraged about its being destroyed.
9. A dispute in conference about fasting. May God direct us in the right

way.

10. A member of the church confessed for drunkenness.

Stebbins in town.

11. Stebbins going to set up a dancing-school.

Field in the Square.

12. A young man dies in town with a consumption.

My classmate
I am sorry. Wrote to

Great noise about

the President of the U. S.* refusing to give up the papers respecting the treaty

with Great Britain.

13. Went to the Sand Spring. Down to tea at Gen. Skinner’s.
14. Except a little in the moming, did nothing all day. Very stormy.
15. Young company here in the house. I am rather obliged to be with

them.

16. Received a letter from home.
Wolcott.s
Bennington.

Electioneering in Connecticut for Gov.
Commotion about the President of U. S. refusing, etc. Rode up to
Scholars in the small-pox have it hard.

17. Attended meeting at Bennington.* Heard Mr. Swift’ preach. In the
evening rode down. Most excellent weather.

¥ The celebrated Samuel Adams was then
Governor of Massachusetts, and had been
since 1794. But he was growing old, was
now 74, and many thought a younger man
should be chosen. He was, however, re-
elected for one year more. Notice the words
ander April 4, * Almost all voted for the old
Governor.”

2 By what has gone before, and what will
follow, we may learn that balls occurred fre-
quently in Williamstown, and were intimately
connected with the college.

$ Not only the Commencement for 1796,
but also that of 1797 was held in the Old
House. In the autumn of 1798 the new house
was done.

¢ This was George Washington in the last
year of his second term of presidential ser-

vice. He claimed that the treaty-making
power belonged to the President and Senate,
and not to the House of Representatives, and
he would not give up the papers at the call of
the House.

5 Oliver Wolcott, LL.D,, son of the Co-
lonial Governor, Roger Wolcott. From 1786
to 1796, he had been Lieut.-Governor of
Connecticut. In 1796 and 1797, he was
chosen Governor.

¢ Bennington, Vt., was distant from Will-
iamstown about twelve or fifteen miles. The
only town intervening between the two towns
was Pownel, Vt.

7 This was Rev. Job Swift, D. D., a native
of Sandwich, Mass,, and a graduate of Yale
in the class of 1765. He was pastor at Ben-
nington, Vt., from 1786 to 18o1.
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18. Wrote a letter home.
of our slaves.! Settled affirmatively.

[x796.

Disputed necessity of immediate manumission

19. Appointments for Commencement given out. I am well suited. My
classmates M. and N.* gone to Lenox to attend court.

20.
Alice.
21.
Spring.
22.
siderable, playing ball.
23. Something? sickly in town.

Excessive hot. In the afternoon made a visit to the President with
Some of the scholars return from the small-pox. Walked to the

The President taken up in building farm-fence, etc. I exercise con-

24. Attended the funeral of a child that died with the dysentery. What
do the minds of most that attend meeting appear to be upon?

25. May I never be in the noise and bustle of civil life.

home.
26. Very dry season.
Commencement.

27.

Great fires.

Wrote a letter

Difficult to get good questions for

Read a lecture in the Society. Sophomores wish to avoid exhibition.

28. Two funerals in town. Children died with dysentery. Stebbins like

to get a dancing-school.

29. Attended a sacramental lecture.

Welch* from New Haven.
30.

dancing-school.!
May.

Very uncomfortable weather. Daniel

Political difficilties run high. The President put an entire stop to a

1. The slothful man says, a lion in the way. Saw the first instance of
gambling since I have been in town. Some of the apparatus for college

arrived.

2. Van Shaack® of Pittsfield, moved to obtain petitions to have the treaty
with Great Britain carried into immediate effect. Feel very discouraged.

I There was a strong anti-slavery senti-
ment in the country long before the Garrison
company existed. It was stronger, indeed,
in the last years of the last century than it
was in 1830.

2 David Mason and Daniel Noble.

3 The word “something,” is often used in
this diary in the same sense as we now use
“somewhat.” One of Webster’s definitions
of something is, “In some degree, somewhat,
¢ something too much of this.’”

4 The first minister of Williamstown was
Rev. Whitman Welch, a native of New Mil-
ford, Ct., and a graduate of Yale in 1762.
He died as chaplain of the northern army,
of smallpox, in Canada, 1776 This Danie]
Welch may have been of his kindred; or,
from his given name, he may have been of

the kindred of Rev. Daniel Welch, pastor
at North Mansfield, Ct, 1752-1782, whose
son, Rev. Moses C. Welch, D.D., succeeded
him in the ministry at North Mansfield, and
was pastor there 1784-1824.

5 This was a little hard on Stebbins. He
came to town April toth, and had been slowly
working up his pet scheme, when his plans
were suddenly cut short by this overbearing
and tyrannical President.

¢ Mr. Henry Van Shaack, a prominent citi-
zen of Pittsfield, Mass. The petitions which
he wanted to obtain were on the side of Wash-
ington. The House of Representatives, be-
cause it thought itself slighted, was obstruct,
ing the treaty, and trying to frame laws to
prevent the treaty from going into practical
effect.
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3. The corporation met.
much. Dreadful tumult here,
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My father in town. They drove business very

4. The corporation went off in the moming. In the afternoon rode down

to Col. Sloan’s on a visit.

Received a packet of letters from my old classmate.

5. Finished reciting Vattell. Attempting to study chemistry. Do not

well like it.

6. Considerable talk in town about the situation of the new college.

Drank tea at Starkweather’s.

7. I am in danger of being of a tyrannical disposition.* An excellent
conference. Ford® came to enter college from Yale.

8. Good preaching. The fading nature of the world. Troubles between
the lower classes and the town people about a ball.

9. It rains after a very uncommon drought for the season.

begin to wish to go home.

The scholars

10. The universal voice of the people in favor of our Federal government.*
My eyes weak. Human nature ugly and obstinate.

11. Town meeting very full.
12.
order.

This house all bustle.
Finished reading Millot. Inspected the Society’s library® In good

13. My classmate Romeyn grimus, came to join the class again. Vanities

will engross my attention.

14. The scholars clean the ground around college thoroughly. I attend
serious meeting and my heart far distant.

15. At evening very rainy. Full meeting, but little serious attention.

16. Wrote letters to my cousins W. and J. Gould.* Received a letter from

home.
17.

ball.
18.

19.

My horse came from home.”

* Young Robbins here uses the language
of familiarity. There was a family of Stark-
weathers in Williamstown, of which William
Starkweather, graduated at Williams College
in 1809, was a member.

2 No one would have suspected it.

3 Simeon Ford of the class of 1798, Will-
iams College, afterwards a lawyer.

4 After the experiences of Shays’s Rebel-
lion in 1787, it was but natural that men
should be timid and watchful as to the suc-
cess of our new experiment in government.

$ Remembering how much of Dr. Robbins’s
life-work centered about the collecting, shap-
ing and managing of a library, the fact that,
at the age of nineteen he was made inspector

The Juniors had a very good exhibition.

Got out of the noise of the

Set out for home, came to Lanesborough. It rained all afternoon.
Visited my old classmate Fowler® at Pittsfield. Disturbance lately at
Yale College. Came to Stockbridge. It rained in afternoon.

Stayed.

of the Society’s library at Williams College,
is not without significance.

6 Rebekah Hannah Robbins, daughter of
Rev. Philemon Robbins, of Branford, Ct.,
married Mr. William Gould. W. and J.
Gould are her soms, living at Manchester,
Vermont.

71t was a common custom of that day,
when students went and came between their
homes and the colleges, to go on horseback,
some one going with them to lead back the
horse and vice versa.

® This was Bancroft Fowler, afterwards
tutor, both at Yale and Williams, and Pro-
fessor of Sacred Literature in Bangor Theo-

logical Seminary.
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20. Arrived home.! The family mostly been very sick with the measles.

All well and recovering.

21. My father received a letter from my sister B.* at Paris. Like to live

comfortably.

22. Attended meeting. Unsearchable riches, etc. The moumers here

numerous.

23. A good visit from Sill* from Goshen. Very rainy backward weather.
24. My brother A. here. Traded considerably. Wrote a letter to Steb-

bins now at New Haven.

25. Preparing to go to New York. Assist daily in hearing my father’s

scholars.

26. Made a visit to old Mr. Darby.

cut off.*

He lives here, likely to live long, and

27. Set out on my journey for New York. Came to my brother’s® in
(anaan. Fever and ague prevailing in Canaan.
28. Came to Warren. Something rainy. Agreed to tarry over Sabbath.

29. Pretty full meeting at Warren.® Singing very well.

over the country.
30.
Stayed with an acquaintance.
3I.
Lost four miles.
hundred and twenty miles.”

Junz,

Speculators all

In the forenoon very rainy. In afternoon came to New Milford.

Rode to Stamford. Missed my way between Danbury and Ridgefield.
Lodged at a tavern.

From Norfolk to New York, one

1. Took stage at Kingsbridge,® arrived at New York in the afternoon.
Found Mr. Watson® at home and very kind. Crops on the road pretty prom-
ising. Saw Esq. Smith, formerly of Bennington.

2. Walked about town with Mr. W. and nephew, and alone.

t He had been out two nights on the jour-
ney. In going from Williamstown, Mass., to
Norfolk, Ct., he would pass through the towns
of New Ashford, Lanesborough, Pittsfield,
Lenox, Stockbridge, Great Barrington, and
portions of Sheffield and New Marlborough.

2 Elizabeth Robbins (called Betsey), now
Mrs. Lawrence, wife of Grove Lawrence, and
living at Paris, N. Y.

3 Theodore Sill, a graduate of Yale in
1797.

4 Meaning probably a lonely life, cut off
from society.

3 The same brother spoken of just before,
Ammi Ruhamabh, Jr.

¢ The minister there was Rev. Peter Starr,
his uncle, a graduate of Yale in 1764, one
of the Trustees of Yale, whose ministry at
Warren lasted from 1769 to 1825.

Mr. W.

7 He left Norfolk April 27. Leaving out
Sunday he was five days on the journey.

* Kingsbridge is thirteen miles north of City
Hall, New York, on the Harlem River. It
was a small place in the last century, but fig-
ured somewhat conspicuously in the Revolu-
tionary War.

9 James Watson, a native of Litchfield, Ct.,
fitted for college by Rev. Mr. Robbins at
Norfolk, was graduated at Yale in 1776. He
settled in New York, and became a wealthy
merchant, and a man of large public spirit.
He was Speaker of the New York House of
Representatives, State Senator, and United
States Senator. He remained a fast friend
of Mr. Robbins’s family. James Watson
Webb and James Watson Robbins, younger
brother of Thomas, were both named from
him. He died in 1806,
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took me into the museum. Much talk and agitation about State elections.
The Federal party triumphs. Went to Col. Fay’s.! His sons home from W.
College. A vast quantity of shipping here.

3. Dined at Col. Fay’s with Gov. Robinson.® Found an old college
acquaintance, Gardiner. Saw an elephant kept as a curiosity. Attended the
theatre; out about 11 o’clock. Seven counties visible from one of Mr.
W.s chambers. Congressmen come on from Philadelphia. It [Congress]

rose Wednesday the first.

4. Walked along up the North River.

with Gardiner.?

Saw a ship of goo tons, Dined

Went over to Governor’s Island, and saw the fortifications

there. Mr. W. went in the evening to the coffee-house. Very uncertain and
contradictory accounts about peace in Europe.

5. Wet weather. Attended meeting A. M. at Dr. Rogers.*
istered the sacrament before the whole congregation at a table.
P. M. heard Mr. Bisset® Episcopal, at St. Paul’s.

green peas.

He admin-
Dined on

A grand

monument there to the memory of Gen. Montgomery. In the evening Mr.

W. talked to me excellently about conduct in life.

dinner. Great parade.
not descend from the same source.

Company here today at

A common and polite maxim that all mankind did

6. Walked with Fay and Rathbone, an academic acquaintance, all round
the extension of the city. Quite warm. Provisions cheap in Europe, will
likely [be] so here. Am sorry I know not the dimensions of mamma’s coat of

arms. Could easily get a glass here.

7. Two or three foreign ships arrived this morning. Peace is expected

this summer in the West Indies.
sheet anchor of our government.

Good men here consider Connecticut® the
Viewed the new hotel.

O1 the depravity

of mankind. O the state of religion and morals.

8. Mr. W. helped me to pay for my clothes.
to get letters to carry to different places.
By the latest accounts, very little prospect of peace in Europe
The democratical interest very lawless.

common here.
very soon.

Went to a number of places
The small-pox very thick and

9. Provisions are falling. Left New York, g o’clock. Came in the stage

to Kingsbridge.
12 o’clock. Excessive hot.

* Col. Joseph Fay, formerly of Bennington,
Vt., and a prominent man in public affairs in
Vermont. His later years were passed in
New York. His two sons, Joseph Dewey
and Hiram Fay, were graduated at Williams
College, the former in 1798, and the latter in
1800.

2 Moses Robinson, second Governor of
Vermont. Afterwards elected United States
Senator.

3 Jonathan Gardiner, a graduate of Yale,

1795
4 Dr. John Rodgers, native of Boston, pas-

Took my horse” and rode thirty-eight miles to Norwalk after

tor of Brick Church, N. Y., 1765 to his death
in 1811,

5 Rev. John Bisset, a Scotchman, born in
1762, made Assistant Minister at Trinity
Church, New York, in 1792. An eloquent
preacher.

¢ The position of Connecticut, in the last
century, was very peculiar. In the number
and character of her educated and public
men, she was foremost among the States.

7 He had left his horse there in stable or
pasture during his visit of eight days in New
York.



12 DIARY OF REV. THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D.

[x796.

10. Much disturbed in my sleep last night by bad fellows at the tavern.

Came to Mrs. Silliman’s,’ Fairfield, to breakfast.
Very happy with my classmates.

noon.

Arrived at New Haven after
Never heard a prayer but at meet-

ing, nor a blessing at the table, after I went from Warren, till I came to New

Haven.?

11. My classmate Davis® thinks of coming to take Stockbridge school.

Went to see the President.
Commons.

Three or four scholars must be expelled. Eat in
Very good. They behave quite orderly. At evening attended

praying meeting. Mr. and Mrs. Bishop* very kind.
12. Inthe forenoon the President® preached in the Chapel. In the afternoon,
Mr. Holmes,® of Cambridge. Talked some about Phi Betiens in the next class.

13. Had something to settle about an old classical rate.
Haven after prayers, and got home at supper.
14. Quite tired. Joiners at work at our house.

timber.
15. Attend to my father’s school.
Shocking !

Came from New
Very warm day.
Helped my brother get

Read some in Paine’s Age of Reason.

16. The present state of the Eastern world shocks humanity. The pros-

pect is blood and camage.

17. Worked in the barn-yard with stone-work.
18. Very hot weather. Preparing to go to college. Consulted Poole’s

Synopsis.’

19. Mr. Hallock® preached here very well.

Meeting very full. Sing well.

Crowded out of our pew.

20. Set out for college. Came to Stockbridge. Agreed mth Mr. Bidwell

for Davis? to take that school.

21. Came to college. A very het and growing season.

prospects for crops.

Extraordinary

22. My little brother® went off with my horse. Arranging my things. My
classmate Romeyn primus, gone home very unwell.

! Benjamin Silliman, afterwards the distin-
guished professor for long years at Yale, was
a classmate of young Robbins, and this Mrs.
Silliman, now a widow, was his mother. Her
husband, Col. Gold Selleck Silliman, a dis-
tinguished graduate of Yale, in the class of
1752, died in 1790.

® This was very likely young Robbins’s
first experience of life out of New England,
and he noted the differences.

3 Henry Davis, D.D., the President, in
after years, of Middlebury and Hamilton Col-
leges.

4 The father and mother of Timothy Bishop
already mentioned.

3 Dr. Timothy Dwight.

6 Abiel Holmes, D. D., a native of Wood-
stock, Ct., graduate of Yale 1783, pastor of

First Church, Cambridge, Mass., 1792 to 1831.
Father of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes.

7 Mathew Poole’s Symopsis Criticorum Bib-
licorum, or elucidations of Scripture by vari-
ous hands: § vols. folio, 1669

® Jeremiah Hallock, pastor at West Sims-
bury, Ct. [now Canton], from 178s, to his
death in 1819. Received the honorary degree
of A. M. from Yale College in 1788.

9 This business had been entrusted to him by
Davis at New Haven, because he could attend
to it on his way back to Williams College.

' Possibly it may have been Francis Le
Baron Robbins, in after life minister at En-
field, Ct. He was then nine years old, and
the youngest of the family. More likely it
was either James Watson Robbins, then four-
teen years old, or Samuel, twelve years old.
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23.
for diploma.*
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Began to write my Laiin oration. Sent to New York for parchment

24. The probability that the President will be candidate next election.

Makes great speculation.’

25. Spoke on the stage this week. Very hot and growing. Very hard

shower.

26. Meeting-house much crowded. At evening at Gen. Skinner’s.

27. Appointed monitor.
28. Finished my oration.

Conversed a good deal with Mr. Linsley.*
I grow constantly callous and thoughtless.

Troubled about the old meeting-house.*
29. Studying chemistry. Doubting whether to attempt to write a dialogue

for Commencement.

30. Mr. Linsley in my room a considerable part of the day. Capital pun-
ishment getting out of date through the country.

Jory.

1. A member lately expelled from Yale College. Attended sacramental

lecture.

Went to see 2 member of the Academy. Very sick. The meeting-

house assaulted, more or less, every night.’
2. A number of students gone out of town on account of Independence,
to be celebrated particularly at Richmond.® Read some pieces in the confer-

ence. Very attentive.

3. Sacrament administered. At dinner swallowed a pin.

late writing.

Sat up very

4. The students fired guns, etc,, then came here and were very noisy,

drinking toasts, etc.

At evening was at Gen. Skinner’s.
5. Disputed before the President.

Attended the concert of prayer.

Saw a man making brick — to make 300,000 for a new college.
6. Bray’ came up to see me from Lanesborough. Began our classical

exercises for examination.
7. Bray lost his horse.

Had to go round town with him to hire one.

Find it a great job to write a dialogue.
8. Excessive hot, relaxing weather, as it has been for a number of days.
Have considerable company at my room.

* It seems to have been the custom then
at Williams for each graduating student to
provide parchment for his degree and have it
printed at his own charge.

2 President Washington was not again can-
didate. In September, 1796, he published his
Farewell Address, and retired to private life.

3 Noah Linsley, a graduate of Yale 1791,
Had been tutor at Williams in 1793 and 4.

4 Because they must have their Commence-

ment exercises in it. Had been hoping for a
new one.

S This was a student-like way of testifying
righteous indignation.

¢ Richmond was some twenty-five miles
away. This was Saturday, and they must go
on that day in order to be ready for Monday
the 4th.

7 Oliver Bray, probably, who was gradu-
ated at Yale in 1795, the year before.



14 DIARY OF REV. THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D. [x796.

9. A considerable change in the weather, dry, windy, and very dusty.
Had a good visit with Mrs. Fitch. It appears that the French will triumph
this campaign.?

10. Mr. S, of Bennington,’ preached here most excellently.

11.  Messrs. Huntington and Dunbar came to my room to see me.
is much fallen. Extraordinary prospect for crops of all kinds.

12. The Professor lost his youngest child* Very pretty. Showery, relax-
ing weather.

13. Attended the funeral of Mr. McKay’s child. Danger that the dysen-
tery will prevail in this town.

14. Better harvests hardly ever known in United States.
tants in Philadelphia® What a highly favored land.

15. Great disturbance in town on account of the meeting-house being set
on fire last night® It was happily extinguished. Various conjectures about
the perpetrators.

16. The whole week has been wet and lowery weather. Fruit plenty.
Peace and plenty crown the year through the loving-kindness of God.

17. The weather warm and the house crowded. Was very faint at meet-
ing. In afternoon, the President preached on account of the Professor's
child’s death. Excellent sermon.

18. The town and college considerably alarmed about the dysentery.”
The weather unfavorable. Wrote a letter home. Considerably unwell.

19. A number of scholars getting leave to go home. Some unwell, and
others afraid they shall be.

20. This morning we are met with the solemn tidings that French, an
amiable and worthy member of the Sophomore class, last night slept in death,
with the dysentery in four days from a state of health. May we hear God’s
voice. Also a woman, close to college, in the prime of life, in about three
days from health. Both funerals attended in the afternoon.® Could not wait
for French’s friends to arrive. A very solemn and affecting occasion.

Wheat

80,000 inhabi-

! This was the wife of the President.
When she married him she was Mrs. Mary
Cogswell, a highly cultivated and intelligent
woman. Hermaiden name was Mary Backus,
and she was daughter of Major Ebenezer and
Mercy (Edwards) Backus of Windham, Ct.
Her first husband, with whom she lived only
a brief married life, was Samuel Cogswell,
son of Rev. James Cogswell, D. D, of Scot-
land parish, Windham, Ct. Her first and
second husbands were playmates in child-
hoad, and classmates in Yale College.

2 This was the year of Napoleon’s brilliant
campaign in Italy, including the battles of
Arcole, the one at the Bridge of Lodi, and
others.

3 Rev. Job Swift, D.D.

4 Professor Mackay, the instructor in
French. At that time he was the only per-
son in the College who bore the title of
Professor. All the rest of the instruction
was given by the President and the tutors.

3 This estimate is too large. In 1800 Phil-
adelphia had about 70,000 inhabitants,

© It is not safe to explore those gvod old
fimes too closely.

7 The dysentery seems to have been more
of a fatal epidemic in those years than at
present.

® Funerals were hastened probably on ac-
count of the nature of the disease, though,
as 2 common fact, there was apt to be a shorter
interval then between death and burial than
now.
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21.

Finished my dialogue and carried it to the President.
child very sick with dysentery. He denies scholars to go home.

AT WILLIAMS COLLEGE. 15

His youngest
The

weather is now very favorable on account of sickness.

22. There is a prospect that almost all Europe will declare Great Britain
in a state of siege. People in the heat of haying.

23. The yellow fever appears in New York. Hope it may not spread. A
very serious conference. Read a funeral sermon of President Davis.® Very

good.

24. Mr. Swift in the afternoon preached on the occasion of the late deaths
here. At evening attended singing meeting. They sing well here.?

25,

On account of the President’s sick child he cannot attend recitations.

The weather this summer, the doctors say, generally unhealthy.

26.

I am quite unwell with an excessive cold. A number sick in town.

27. The dysentery in other places, particularly Sheffield. The war insup-

portable in Great Britain.

In fourteen months past Mr. Pitt has laid out

£4,000,000. This evening Free Masons meet here. Noisy.
28. Made a cone, for the Sophomores, in ‘the brick-yard. Engaged in

reviewing for examination.

29. A man dies with the dysentery in the prime of life.

Large concourse

at the funeral. The Free Masons have great formality.®

30. Very rainy. At night a very good conference.

31. Very much crowded and hot at meeting. The mourners® here are
many. At evening had some noisy company at my room. Could not easily
avoid it.*

AvcusT.

1. The dysentery prevails considerably in the country, but what is it to

the horrors of ’76 and ’77.

A wicked world must have judgments.

2. Our examination for degrees began this afternoon at 3 o’clock.® The

President much detained with his sick child. The tutors examine.

the corporation in town attend.

3. Our examination closed at 4 o’clock. Went round ninety times.
admitted. We finally passed very accurately.

Those of

All
The examiners give us the

preference to the last class” In the evening a Society exhibition in the

chapel. Very good.

t Without doubt, Rev. Samuel Davies,
elected President of the College of New
Jersey in 1759, on the death of President
Jonathan Edwards. He himself died after
holding the office but a brief term, in 1761.
A collection of his sermons was published in
London in 1767, in five vols., and passed
through several editions.

2 The Billings and Holden style of church
music was then in full vogue.

3 That is, at the funeral. He was doubt-
less interred with Masonic rites.

4 Those afflicted by the recent deaths.

 Saturday evening was kept as a portion
of the Sabbath, and Sunday evening was re-
garded as secular time.

¢ The examination of the Seniors took
place 2 month and more before the close of
the term, that they might be released from
the regular college duties in order to prepare
their parts for Commencement.

7 That is the ordinary fact with each class,
from that day to this, as the classes under-
stand it.
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4. Thus have I arrived at the close of my college course. I look back on
these four years with pleasure and regret. O that I could go over with them
again. As an emblem of real life, I am strikingly convinced of its fleeting
nature. I feel very disagreeably, in a measure nonplussed. May I be directed
in my duty whatever it be. May I not depend too much on the world.
What is life, connections, education, when compared with an hereafter?

Received a letter from Mr. Judson, Sheffield.!
5. Last night the worst frolic here that I ever knew. Wrote a letter home.

My feelings exceedingly wounded with the carouse.

for Commencement.*

My dialogue_ approved

6. Something unwell and uneasy. Very unable to study. A scandal

that all college must get out to see horses run.

lege.®

Some seriousness in col-

7. In the afternoon Mr. Huntington,* the tutor, preached very acceptably.

Meeting very full.

At evening heard them sing beautifully.

8. Last night, the President’s little child, sixteen months old, closed the

scene of mortal life.
some little effect.
9. Attended the funeral.

May the frequent instances of mortality around us have

Had a long private talk with a member of the
Sophomore class about Commencement.

I hope all will turn for the best.

10. Delivered a farewell address to the Society. Sent off my diploma to
be printed. Am very sorry to differ from my classmates in opinion about

Commencement.

11. Thus nineteen years have rolled over my head.’
exhibition here by a travelling fellow.

At evening an

12. Am exceedingly pleased with Montesquieu.® At evening attended the

exhibition here.

It was the first, and, I presume, the last.

13. Rode up to Manchester.” Quite tired. Found my cousin, W. Gould.

Stayed with him. Very hot.

14. Found my Uncle Gould® in a pretty poor situation.

mental powers.
Vermont. No Sabbath at all.?

1 Rev. Ephraim Judson, D. D., already
noticed. He was a prominent divine in those
parts, and instructed young men in theology.

2 In those early days at Williams College,
when the classes were small, it was natural
that the students graduating should appear
on the stage in more than one part. Young
Robbins, as we shall see, had three parts in
the Commencement exercises.

3 The worldly and the serious here brought
close together.

4 Rev. Dan Huntington was a minister of
far more than ordinary grace and culture,

He retains his

I had no idea of the irreligion and profanity that prevail in

S This was his nineteenth birthday.

¢ Charles de Secondat, Baron of Breede,
born 1689, a noble thinker and writer, quoted
often in every generation since his death, but
better known in the last century than now.

7 Manchester is a Vermont town about
fifty miles north of Williamstown.

® William Gould, who married Rebekah
Hannah Robbins.

9 The state of morals and religion was
very low in New England generally in the last
years of the last century, caused in part by
the Revolutionary War.




1796.]

15. Age of Reason is greedily received in Vermont.

AT WILLIAMS COLLEGE. 17

Heard of the death

of Esq. Woodbridge,' of Stockbridge. Rode back to Williamstown.
16. Young people rode up to Bennington to celebrate the day of the Ben-

nington battle 1777.
ball.

My classmates less strenuous about Commencement

17. Fixed upon a question with my classmate Noble Very dry and
dusty. The President all taken up with his painting,

18. Wrote letters to Mr. Judson, of Sheffield, and home.

England herself,

as well as France, seems determined on her destruction. Western posts

given up.’

19. Wrote letters to Uncle Robbins, Aunt Thompson,* and Uncle Lemuel

Le Baron.
20.
thoughts quite worn off.
21.
care anything about it.

Excessive hot. Very sickly at Sheffield.® The dysentery. Serious

People here are not offended at close preaching, because they do not

2z. My sister S.’s birthday.® People of this county much agitated about

the election of a member of Congress.”
23. A number of Academicians dismissed for stealing com to roast.

troubled with the toothache.
24.

Began to write my dispute for Commencement.

Some

Heard rather vaguely

that the Emperor had made peace with France.

25.

26. Feel considerably low spirited.
All confusion with electioneering. At evening a very good Senior’s

27.
conference.

* Hon. Jahleel Woodbridge, who in 1764
married Lucy Edwards, fifth daughter of Jon-
athan Edwards. His wife died in Oct., 1786,
He married again the widow of Rev. John
Keep, of Sheffield, who was the daughter of
Rev. Philemon Robbins. Mr. Woodbridge
was a graduate of Princeton, a Judge of Pro-
bate, and four years a member of State Senate.

2 That is, a question for a public disputa-
tion on Commencement day.

3 Fortified positions held by these nations
in our western world, given up for the more
complete consolidation of their forces for
their strife at home.

4 Aunt Thompson was Irene Robbins,
daughter of Rev. Philemon Robbins, who mar-
ried Mr. G. D. Thompson.

s «In the summer and autumn of 1796, the
dysentery and bilious remitting fever, then
called pond fever, from its supposed origin in
the miasma of a mill pond (known at that
time as Hubbard’s mill pond), near the center

Troubled to get my Latin oration inspected. A small shower of rain.

My dispute finished.

of the town, was very fatal in Shefficld. In
the early part of the season the dam was
raised a foot, or a foot and a half, and the
banks of the pond and stream, then covered
with vegetation, were overflowed. The season
was uncommonly hot, and heavy rains fell at
intervals of fifteen and twenty days, by which
the water was successively raised, and then
lowered by the letting off of the water at the
mills. The sickness began in July and con-
tinued and increased until the occurrence of
frosts in October, during which about sixty
persons died.” — History of County of Berk-
shire, 1829, pp. 179 and 180.

6 Sarah, afterwards Mrs. Joseph Battell,
her seventeenth birthday.

7 Theodore Sedgwick, of Stockbridge, had
been member of Congress from this district
from 1789 to 1797. The election now on hand
was for the fifth Congress, 1797 to 1799, and
Col. Thompson J. Skinner, of Williamstown,
was chosen.
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28. Mr. Huntington preached all day. Works will never save the soul.
Very hot and dry.
29. Turner,® of the Sophomore class, delivered a funeral oration on the
death of his late classmate French.
30. Received a letter from home. My classmate Mason arrived in town.
31. The papers full of electioneering. The Junior class examined.
Months roll away, and I do no.good in the world.
SEPTEMBER.
1. Attend examination. Engaged in committing my pieces for Com-
mencement.
2. A steady rain. No rain except one very small shower since the joth
of July. The greatest drought I ever saw.
3. This house all confusion preparing for Commencement. Much affected
at the conference. We are continually connecting and parting in this world.
4. Dr. Cogswell,® of Scotland, preached in the forenoon, Mr. Lee,* of Lis-
bon, in the afternoon. In the evening wrote an account of the fearful time -
on the sth of August. Had a particular conversation with Mills.4
5. Today this county is in a complete ferment electing a member of
Congress.* Two hundred and ninety-six votes in this town. This the master
place for company.
6. My father arrived in the evening. In the afternoon my mamma and
brothers. In the evening a very handsome illumination.
7. This day I close my career in college. Human science in some degree
I have got. But what is that alone. Exhibited in three parts. Received a
degree. At even attended the ball® Very fine weather, a great concourse of
people. A scandal to have Commencement in such an old meeting-house.
May I be directed in whatever I may be called to do in life.
8. Attended the morning lecture. The corporation very full of business.
They expunged Dr. Hopkins’s system.” My mamma made a visit to Mr.
Skinner’s. Settled all my accounts.

 Nathaniel Turner, afterwards minister of ¢ From remarks in the diary, we infer that
New Marlborough, already spoken of. young Robbins would have preferred there

2 Dr. James Cogswell, from 1772 to 1804 should be no Commencement ball. But as
the pastor of Scotland parish, Windham, Ct. the opposite opinion prevailed, he attended
He was a native of Saybrook, Ct., a graduate  probably out of courtesy.
of Yale in 1742, and a conspicuous divine of 7 “ Through the influence of Dr. West, of \
the last century. President Fitch was a  Stockbridge, Dr. Hopkins’s System of Divin- ;
nephew of his, and had been fitted for Yale ity was, for a time, one of the text-books of |
College by him. the Senior class. In March, 1797, the Presi-

3 Dr. Andrew Lee, of Lisbon, Ct., pastor dent writes: ‘In future we shall read Dod-
. there from 1768 to 1832, a graduate of Yale dridge’s Lectures in lieu of Hopkins's Sys-

in 1766. tem.'”— Durfec's History of Williams College,
4 Elijah H. Mills, LL.D., a graduate of p. 84.
Williams in 5797. A member of Congress. Dr. Hopkins was the new school man o §i

5 Col. Thompson J. Skinner elected as just time, and the conservative elements
before stated. He was son of Rev. Thomas corporation at Williams College
Skinner, minister at Westchester, Ct., 1740~  against him. .
1762. :
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9. In the moming quite rainy. Towards noon took a final leave of all
the endearments of college, and set off for home. Came to Pittsfield.

1o. The sickness at Sheffield is dreadful, greater apparently, than at Phila-
delphia. Pond fever and dysentery. Got home late at night. My things
came pretty safe,

11.  Very full meeting. A shame that we cannot have a pew.’

12.  Set out with my sister® for New Haven. Very hot, rode to Farming-
ton. At evening hard shower.

13. Got to New Haven. At evening the most splendid fire-works and
music I have ever seen. Extravagant. The corporation are determined to
stop it. The whole cost this year above £50. Very much surprised to hear
of the death of my old classmate Herrick.®

14. The best Commencement I have ever seen. Davis delivered an
oration against theaters forty minutes long. The exercises very long. Went
on the stage in alphabetic order with the class and took a degree. Extremely
hot. At evening a violent thunder shower. My sister attended the ball.
Wrote a letter to Uncle Robbins.

15. Davis delivered an oration on Herrick’s death. Met with the Phi
Beta Kappa Society. Bought some books, a chart of history, etc. In the
afternoon attended the funeral of Benj. Heyward, who was yesterday his own
murderer. He shot himself about noon, and lived in great anguish till mid-
night. Such respect ought not to be paid to a suicide.*

16. Set out for home with my sister. Received the greatest kindness at
Mr. Bishop’s. Came to Litchfield® The drought is very great and universal.

17. Got home towards night® 1 am preserved and prospered in the house
and by the way. But how do I acknowledge all favors?

18. A very cold, chilly day. In the afternoon, before the stated exercise,
was a short season of prayer for afflicted Sheffield.

19. Read Mr. Ames’s speech in Congress.” Most masterly. Cast up my
expenses at College. The whole of the money I have received of my father
£127 145. 10d. The two first years I had about £so, the third year about
£40, and the last about £37.

! For some reason the parish had taken ¢ From Litchfield to Norfolk not more
away the minister’s pew, probably to compel than eighteen or twenty miles.
him to buy or hire one. 7 This was the great speech of Fisher
* The sister that goes with him is Sarah, Ames, in the United States House of Repre-
two years younger than himself. sentatives on the British Treaty. It was given

3 Edward Herrick, whose name stands with  April 28, 1796, on the basis of the following
706. in the Yale Trie:

d: That it is expedient to have
:cessary to carry into effect the
r concluded between the United
‘he King of Great Britain.”
scord shows two things clearly,
g Robbins’s economy while in col-
is habits of order in keeping his
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28. Mr. Huntington preached all day. Works will never save the soul.

Very hot and dry.

29. Turner, of the Sophomore class, delivered a funeral oration on the

death of his late classmate French.
30. Received a letter from home.

3L

My classmate Mason arrived in town.
The papers full of electioneering.

The Junior class examined.

Months roll away, and I do no.good in the world.

SEPTEMBER.

1. Attend examination. Engaged in committing my pieces for Com-

mencement.
2. A steady rain.

No rain except one very small shower since the joth

of July. The greatest drought I ever saw.

3. This house all confusion preparing for Commencement.

at the conference.

Much affected

We are continually connecting and parting in this world.

4. Dr. Cogswell,? of Scotland, preached in the forenoon, Mr. Lee,* of Lis-
bon, in the afternoon. In the evening wrote an account of the fearful time -

on the sth of August.

Had a particular conversation with Mills,*

5. Today this county is in a complete ferment electing a member of
Congress.® Two hundred and ninety-six votes in this town. This the master

place for company.

6. My father arrived in the evening. In the afternoon my mamma and
brothers. In the evening a very handsome illumination.
7. This day I close my career in college. Human science in some degree

I have got. But what is that alone.
degree.
people.

Exhibited in three parts. Received a
At even attended the ball® Very fine weather, a great concourse of
A scandal to have Commencement in such an old meeting-house.

May I be directed in whatever I may be called to do in life.
8. Attended the morning lecture. The corporation very full of business.
They expunged Dr. Hopkins’s system.” My mamma made a visit to Mr.

Skinner’s. Settled all my accounts.

! Nathaniel Turner, afterwards minister of
New Marlborough, already spoken of.

2 Dr. James Cogswell, from 1772 to 1804
the pastor of Scotland parish, Windham, Ct.
He was a native of Saybrook, Ct., a graduate
of Yale in 1742, and a conspicuous divine of
the last century. President Fitch was a
nephew of his, and had been fitted for Yale
College by him.

3 Dr. Andrew Lee, of Lisbon, Ct., pastor
. there from 1768 to 1833, a graduate of Yale
in 1766.

4 Elijah H. Mills, LL.D., a graduate of
Williams in 1797. A member of Congress.

5 Col. Thompson J. Skinner elected as just
before stated. He was son of Rev. Thomas
Skinner, minister at Westchester, Ct., 1740~
1762.

¢ From remarks in the diary, we infer that
young Robbins would have preferred there
should be no Commencement ball. But as
the opposite opinion prevailed, he attended
probably out of courtesy.

7 ¢ Through the influence of Dr. West, of
Stockbridge, Dr. Hopkins’s System of Divin-
ity was, for a time, one of the text-books of
the Senior class. In March, 1797, the Presi-
dent writes: ‘In future we shall read Dod-
dridge’s Lectures in lieu of Hopkins's Sys-
tem.'” — Durfee's History of Williams College,
p- 84

Dr. Hopkins was the new school man of his
time, and the conservative elements in the
corporation at Williams College prevailed
against him.
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9. In the moming quite rainy. Towards noon took a final leave of all
the endearments of college, and set off for home. Came to Pittsfield.
1o. The sickness at Sheffield is dreadful, greater apparently, than at Phila-

delphia.
came pretty safe.

Pond fever and dysentery. Got home late at night.

My things

11.  Very full meeting. A shame that we cannot have a pew.*
12. Set out with my sister* for New Haven. Very hot, rode to Farming-

ton. At evening hard shower.
13. Got to New Haven.
music I have ever seen.

At evening the most splendid fire-works and
Extravagant.

The corporation are determined to

stop it. The whole cost this year above £50. Very much surprised to hear
of the death of my old classmate Herrick.

14. The best Commencement I have ever seen.

Davis delivered an

oration against theaters forty minutes long. The exercises very long. Went

on the stage in alphabetic order with the class and took a degree.
At evening a violent thunder shower.

hot.
Wrote a letter to Uncle Robbins.

Extremely
My sister attended the ball.

15. Davis delivered an oration on Herrick’s death. Met with the Phi

Beta Kappa Society. Bought some books, a chart of history, etc.

In the

afternoon attended the funeral of Benj. Heyward, who was yesterday his own
murderer. He shot himself about noon, and lived in great anguish till mid-

night.

Mr. Bishop’s. Came to Litchfield.*

Such respect ought not to be paid to a suicide.*
16. Set out for home with my sister.

Received the greatest kindness at

The drought is very great and universal.

17. Got home towards night.* 1 am preserved and prospered in the house
and by the way. But how do I acknowledge all favors?

18. A very cold, chilly day.

In the afternoon, before the stated exercise,

was a short season of prayer for afflicted Sheffield.

19. Read Mr. Ames’s speech in Congress” Most masterly. Cast up my
expenses at College. The whole of the money I have received of my father
£127 145. 10d. The two first years I had about £so, the third year about

£40, and the last about £37.°

! For some reason the parish had taken
away the minister's pew, probably to compel
him to buy or hire one.

2 The sister that goes with him is Sarah,
two years younger than himself.

3 Edward Herrick, whose name stands with
the class of 17?6. in the Yale Triennal with
(post obit) after it.

4 Here we have a burial not more than
thirteen or fourteen hours after death. The
haste, in this case, is not the same that led
to quick burials at Williamstown, but proba-
bly because the dead man committed suicide.

s About thirty-five miles from New Haven
to Litchfield.

¢ From Litchfield to Norfolk not more
than eighteen or twenty miles.

7 This was the great speech of Fisher
Ames, in the United States House of Repre-
sentatives on the British Treaty. It was given
April 28, 1796, on the basis of the following
resolution :

“ Resolved : That it is expedient to have
the laws necessary to carry into effect the
treaty lately concluded between the United
States and the King of Great Britain.”

® This record shows two things clearly,
viz.: Young Robbins’s economy while in col-
lege, and his habits of order in keeping his
accounts.
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20. How highly Connecticut is favored, no intemal broils, all is peace and

harmony.

21. Engaged in reading Rollin’s Ancdient History. The latter harvest much

cut off.

22. How happy has been my life for a few years past.' I see trouble and

anxiety before me.

23. Wrote to my oldest sister at Paris.* May she be prepared for some-

thing in life.
24. A very hard headache.

My father preparing to go to the westward.’

25. My father preached. Baptized a child born five months after his

father’s death.

26. Mr. Wales,* a candidate, came to preach for my father in his absence.

Fine weather.

27.
settlements from this State.

My father set out on his journey westward as a missionary to the new

28. Gen. Washington has publicly refused to be considered as a candidate

for President of the United States for the next election.

has left us be carefully attended to.

May the advice he

29. Had a tooth extracted which has given me considerable pain. General

trainings all over the country.

30. Was informed of the account of our Commencement in Stockbridge

paper. Not right.

Ocrosax.

1. Rode up to Stockbridge. Saw my classmate Knapp,* and my old

classmate Parker.®

The sickness in Sheffield much abated. Zaus Dev.

2. Mr. Avery,” of Tyringham, preached at Stockbridge very seriously.

Drank tea at Mr. Sedgwick’s.!

3. Got acquainted with Mr. Andrews. Wrote a piece to put in the paper.
My Aunt Woodbridge rather melancholy but pretty well.

4. Rode home. Think of taking Sheffield school.
son, of New York, here in the evening.

My friend, Mr. Wat-

5. Mr. Wales and I making some salve for the salt-rheum. Worked at

husking.

! Dr. Robbins through his long life was
of an even temperament, and of a calm,
happy, gentle spirit.

2 Elizabeth, known according to the New
England fashion as Betsey, before spoken of.

3 This was common among the settled
ministers of New England, before the Mis-
sionary Societies of Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts were formed, and even afterwards.

4 There was a Mr. Eleazar Wales who was
licensed by the Windham County Associa-
tion in 1765, and he was probably the man
supplying the pulpit at Norfolk in the pas-
tor's absence.

$ David Knapp, graduate of Williams Col-
lege 1796.

¢ Joseph Parker, class of 1796 at Yale.
Young Robbins makes a distinction between
those with whom he spent the Senior year
at Williams, and his associates for three
years at Yale. He calls the first classmates,
and the other old classmates.

7 Rev. Joseph Avery, a native of Stoning-
ton, Ct., pastor at Tyringham, Mass., from
1789 to 1808.

® Hon. Theodore Sedgwick, M. C., a
very prominent man, mentioned in a previ-
ous note.
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6. Reading the history of Alexander.
bhuman race to fulfill the prophecies.

7. Pretty much taken up with my father’s scholars.
I live along from day to day, and from week

8. Made some black-ball,
to week, useless,’

AT HOME AT NORFOLK. 21

He was made a scourge of the

Steady, cool weather.

9. Mr. Gillet,® of Torrington, preached here. Few places where people
are so good to attend meeting and so attentive to listen as here,
10. A number of scholars here going up to college —two new ones gone

from this town.

11. Wrote to my old friend and classmate Davis.

Fine weather and the

people of the country very much journeying.®
12. My salt-theum begins to rage very much. Strongly beset to attend a

minister’s meeting. Refused.

13. Electioneering runs higher than ever in the county of Berkshire. If
such a spirit becomes prevalent in our republic, adieu freedom of elections.

14. My brother A. and Mr. Lawrence* here — the latter from Paris.

The

drought is distressing all over the country. Everything presages a hard winter.
15. My classmate Mason came to see me and tarried over the Sabbath.

Going to study law at Stockbridge.

16. Mr. Bogue,® of Winchester, preached here. A hard rain.

17. History makes mankind appear in their true light.

It also shows the

admirable fulfillment of the sacred prophecies.
18. Fruit this year very light, as also the latter harvest. Accounts of a

decisive French victory® in Italy.
19. Considerably unwell.

Some troubled with the headache.

Dr. Hunt-

ington’s posthumous work in favor of universal salvation has come out.”
20. I am too much attached to this world. Place my happiness on things

below.

My thoughts too much engrossed with intruding vanities.

21. Worked with my brother sowing clover seed, etc.
22. Rode about town on errands. Read some in President Edwards’s

23.
a letter to Uncle Robbins.

1 Expressions like these must be under-
stood by reference to the habits of those
times among Christian people.

® Rev. Alexander Gillet, a native of
Granby, Ct., pastor at Wolcott, Ct., eighteen
years, and at Torrington, Ct, thirtyfour
years, 2 man of more than ordinary pulpit
power.

3 This entry presents a happy picture of
families making their way over the hills in
the pleasant October days to visit their kin-
dred and friends.

4 Mr. Grove Lawrence, his brother-in-
law from Paris, N. Y.

Heard Mr. Wales preach. Crowded out of my mother’s pew. Wrote

$ Rev. Publius V. Bogue, a native of Avon,
Ct., a graduate of Yale in 1787, pastor at
Winchester from 1791 to 1800.

6 This news came probably from the bat-
tle of Roveredo, fought on the 4th of Sep-
tember, in which the French were victorious
over the Austrians, followed by the battle of
Bassano on the 8th of September, in which
the French were also victors.

7 Dr. Joseph Huntington, of Coventry,
Ct. The work referred to was entitled Cal-
vinism Improved. It was not known that he
had written such a work till after his death

in 1794.
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24. Wrote a letter to Uncle I. Le Baron.!
In the afternoon attended town meeting.

records.

[x796.

Went and looked over old town

25. Heard the result of the election in Berkshire. There is no choice.

The contest all to be renewed.

26. Perhaps I have never in my life had less real business on hand, and
yet my time, by some means, hangs heavily.

27. People about very much digging wells.

return almost always ill-used.

A fine time." Lent books

28. We had a visit from Gen. Wilson and wife from Sheffield. My brother
N,, I suspect, forming serious connections.
29. Something rainy. Other nations than the Romans in a dreadful con-

dition when they rose.

30. Mr. Wales preached exceedingly well.

sang with Mr. W.

31.
look. He is found.

Noveuszr.

A number of singers came and

A man in the north part of the town absgonded. A general rally to

1. Very cold for the season. Fetched water from the brook® as I have

every vacation since I went to college.
2. Attended a public singing meeting.

Worked a little at highways.

3. Went to library meeting. The library will run out soon.

reading Rollin.*

Singing here declines fast.

Finished

4. Went about town on errands. A very healthy time here.

5. Worked some.
rheum rages very much.

Read Age of Reason.

Part II blasphemous. My salt-

6. Mr. Catlin,® of North Marlborough, preached here. Stormy day. Read

some in Pegrim’s Progress.

7. Very cold. Trying to recollect former events of my life to set down.

We have a great deal of company.
8. We hear from my father.
9. All signs of rain fail.

! Isaac Le Baron, about two years older
than his mother.

2 Because it was so dry.

3 A living stream of water, fed by many
springs, ran through the field, with a strong
current, only a few rods from the house.

4 Rollin’s Anciemt History filled an impor-
tant place in the education of young people
fifty and one hundred years ago. Rollin was
born in Paris, and died in 1741 at the age of
eighty.

Worked some.
Attended a funeral at South End.

Read Paine.

8 Dr. Jacob Catlin, of New Marlborough,
Mass., was a somewhat conspicuous divine
of his day. Born at Harwinton, Ct., he was
graduated at Yale College in 1784 and was
pastor at New Marlborough from 1787 to his
death in 1826. He was among the men who
instructed young men in divinity. Norfolk
and New Marlborough were adjoining
towns, the former being in Connecticut, and
the latter in Massachusetts, about eight miles
apart. .
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10. Moderate weather. Towards night my father arrived from his tour to
the West, having been about 220 miles. The drought great and universal

II.
Paine.

12.
When will war cease !

13. My father preached.

14. Very cold.
Worked some.

At even went out.

Considerably rainy.

Read Bishop Watson’s® Apology for the Bible. A thorough answer to
Things begin to appear rather unfavorable on the side of the French.’

In evening played game of backgammon.*

The earth thirsts exceedingly.

15. Read part of Belknap’s® American Biography. Can do nothing to help

my salt-rheum.

16. My father received a letter wishing me to engage in the school at

Sheffield.
17.

Rode up to Sheffield. Engaged to keep that school for sixteen dollars

a month. It appears that Gen. S., of Williamstown, is chosen member of

Congress.®
18. Rode home.
a bad cold in my head.
19.
20.
21.
away.
22.
ably.
23.

Had a coat made.

! He left home Sept. 27, and returned
Nov. 10. His journey only extended to the
new settlements out in Central New York.

“ Among the early missionaries appointed
by the General Association of Connecticut,
are found the names of Rev. Moses C.
Welch for 1794, Rev. Messrs. Joshua Knapp,
David Huntington, Ammi R. Robbins, Lem-
uel Tyler, and Levi Hart for 1795; for 1796
Rev. Messrs. Robbins, Nott, Lyman, Ely,
Kynne, and Benedict. They were severally
employed for periods ranging from four weeks
to four months. As a specimen of the labor
performed by itinerating missionaries at that
early period of missionary operations in the
new settlements it may be noted, that Mr.
Robbins on his mission of forty days’ continu-
ance, preached forty-two sermons, in addition
to his other ministerial labors performed.” —
Hotchkiss’s History of Westerm New York, p.
177.

2 Richard Watson, Bishop of Landaff, a
man of much rude strength. His 4pology for

Dined with Mr. Crossman,’ preaching at Canaan.

Have

Busied in writing of myself years back.
Attended meeting. Sacrament administered. Rainy. Thin meeting.
Something sickly in town.

Getting ready to go

Rode two miles to see a spring which is not dry. It rains consider-
My father has continued applications to take scholars.’
My brother N. carried me up to Sheffield in a wagon.

The paper this

the Bible was meant to be an answer to Paine’s
Agre of Reason. He died 1816, at the age of
seventy-nine.

3 After the French victories already men-
tioned, came the disastrous battle of Alten
kirchen fought on the 16th of September, and
the rumors of that event had probably reached
these shores. But soon after came victory
again to the French.

4 In Cohnecticut they generally kept Sat-
urday night and not Sunday.

$ Jeremy Belknap, D. D., of Boston.

¢ We have already recorded this fact.

7 Joseph W. Crossman, a graduate of
Brown University in 1795, was pastor at Sal-
isbury, Ct., from 1796 Yo his death in 1812.

® These schools in the houses of minis-
ters, some of them, like this at Norfolk, to
fit young men for college, and some for
young men who had completed their college
course, and were studying divinity, were a
marked feature of New England life a cen

tury ago.
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week brings news of the misfortunes of the French. Some writing about a
disruption of our States.

24. Began my school, had only thirteen scholars.
A good place.

25. My friend Turner came in to see me from Williamstown. Brought me
a letter from my friend Davis. Wrote on the Being of a God. Showed to Mr.
Judson.®

26. Reading Clark on the Being and Attributes of God. In the evening
read sermons to Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard.

27. In the afternoon Mr. Judson got out to meeting, the first time since his
sickness. Extreme cold, the river freezing over.

28. My school increases. Wrote to my friend Davis.
for Pres. Edwards’s sermon, Sinners in the Hands, etc.?

29. Much troubled with the salt-rheum. Something unwell. Read the
papers. Great danger that we shall soon be involved in the horrors of war
with the French, on account of our treaties with Great Britain. When will
wars cease? When will men love one another? May God avert impending

Live at Mr. Hubbard’s.!

Sent to New York

dangers.

3o0.
Turner to carry to Williamstown.
Decauazz.

1. The weather continues severe.

Received a letter from home.

Sent my Enfield’s Philosophy* to

If winter comes on now, as I much

fear, without rain, it will be distressing indeed.

2. Gave an old watch-chain and key to Mr. Fuller} a minister.

North River shutting up.

The

3. The weather moderates. In the afternoon went to skating. Read

some in the Bible almost daily.

4. Attended meeting. People here appear little affected with their

grievous sickness.
5. Wrote a letter home.
out correction.

Afraid I shall not get along in my school with-

6. In the evening wrote on the attributes of God from the light of nature.®

In the night it rained some.

' This was probably Jonathan Hubbard,
Deacon of the Sheffield Church, and son of
Rev. Jonathan Hubbard, the first minister of
Sheffield, settled in 1735. Deacon Jonathan
Hubbard died in 1825, aged eighty.

2 Rev. Ephraim Judson was settled in
Sheffield in 1791, andgcontinued till his death
in 1813. He had been settled twice before,
seven years in Norwich, Ct., and ten years
in Taunton, Mass. He was a theological
teacher, and had students in his family.
Young Robbins commenced his theological
studies under his direction. Mr. Judson was
a native of Woodbury, Ct., and a graduate
of Yale in 1763.

3 This was the notable sermon preached
by Jonathan Edwards in Enfield, Connecticut,
in 1741.

4 A text-book for schools and colleges
prepared by Dr. William Enfield, a dissent-
ing minister in England.

S This was Rev. Samuel Fuller, a gradu-
ate of Dartmouth College in 1791. He had
taught school in Sheffield, and studied the-
ology with Rev. Mr. Judson. He was settled
in the State of New York, and in after years
became an Episcopalian. He died in 1847.

6 These papers which he writes all pass
probably under the inspection of Rev. Mr.
Judson.
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7. A good deal unwell with an ague in my faoe.

Troubled with a swelling at my throat.
8. Cold weather again,

ing not more than twenty.

TEACHING SCHOOL AT SHEFFIELD. 25

At night took a sweat,

Snowed yesterday considerably. Some sleighing.
9. Am pretty well suited with keeping school.

As yet it is small, averag-

10. In afternoon rode out in a sleigh. Informed that there has been
plenty of rain at the westward. Almost all mills stop here.
11.  Very comfortable day. Mr. Judson failed in sermon through indispo-

sition. Proclamation for thanksgiving.!

12. My eyes something weak. Wrote on the goodness of God from the
light of nature. This evening felt willing to be annihilated.®
13. My brother S. here, going up to Stockbridge.

14. My older brothers came into my school.

N. going to Albany. Pretty

good sleighing. At evening my father came up to Mr. Judson’s.®

15. Thanksgiving in this State,
people — uncommon for this town.

16. My little brother* came along back from Stockbridge.

snowed.

My father preached. A great many

At evening

17. My brother came back from Albany. Consulted old Doctor Barnard*®

about my throat.

18. It snowed very hard. Rode to the meeting-house with Mr. Judson.

No meeting.
19. It hailed some.

Very cold. Got a horse to ride home.

20, There have lately been dreadful fires in New York, Baltimore, and
Savannah. Two thirds of the latter destroyed.

21. In the afternoon rode home.
22, ‘Thanksgiving in Connecticut.
able at home.

Was almost overcome with the cold.
Extreme cold and stormy. Very agree-

23. One of the coldest days we ever have.

24. Traded on my own hook® for the first time.
25. Attended meeting. Comfortable weather.

President of the U, S.

Rode up to Sheffield.
People anxious about a

26. My school amounts to more than thirty. Aunt Woodbridge’ called,
going to Norfolk. Wrote to Parker at Stockbridge."

t The old Thanksgivings in New England
did not fall on fixed days as now, but ranged
from October to January, though usually in
November or December.

* He had probably been exercising his
mind in 2 Hopkinsian way.

3 To help Mr. Judson out on Thanksgiv-
ing Day.

4 Young Robbins, as before mentioned,
had three brothers younger than himself,
James Watson, Samuel, and Francis Le
Baron.

S Dr. Lemuel Barnard, a native of Deer-
field, and a graduate of Yale in 1759.

¢ Not yet of legal age, but as he was earn-
ing money for himself, he was honored in
being allowed to spend it for himselr.

7 As will be remembered her first husband
was Rev. John Keep, a superior man, who
died at Sheffield in 1785, in the thirteenth year
of his ministry in that town. She afterwards
married Hon. Jahleel Woodbridge, of Stock-
bridge, and was now again a widow. In
stopping at Sheffield she was back again at
her old home, and in the midst of many
friends.

8 Joseph Parker was his classmate at Yale
College.
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28.
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The snow very deep in the new countries North and West.

At evening walked out. Wrote on the perfect goodness of God.
Considerably unwell. Headache. Very good sleighing.

Forgot to write on the 23d that a piece of an apple-core came out of

the swelling under my throat. It caught on the inside, the 15th of October,
and has now come out." Snowed considerably.

3L

Talked seriously to my school. Thus another revolving year has

rolled over. My conduct poorly bears the test of a scrutinizing conscience.
May I not live another year in such a thoughtless and inconsiderate manner.

! He swallowed a pin some months since, but as we have heard nothing more, probably
no harm came of it
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1. Attended meeting. Have no heart to begin a year in a suitable man-
ner. May I live another year and do something for the glory of him to whom
only it belongs.

2.  Am unable to study much evenings. Pretty tired.

3. Traded some at the merchant’s. My sister B. came down from Paris.!

4. Very cold. Poor fires at school.

5. Few signs of peace in Europe, although an English ambassador has
gone to Paris.

6. Very warm and pleasant. At even conversed seriously with Mr.
Judson.

7. Agreed for a pair of boots. Read Newton on the Prophecies.®

8. Extreme cold. Thought to be the coldest we have had.

9. My sister S. called, going up to Stockbridge with Aunt Woodbridge.?

10. It appears that John Adams*is chosen President of the United States ;
and Thomas Jefferson Vice-President.

11. Stormy. Wrote on the Divinity of the Scriptures.

12. Refused to take my boots.®

13. One of the children that has come to school steadily till yesterday, now
sleeps in death. Difficulty in the head; some supposed being hurt in play.

14. Received a letter from my classmate Parker at Stockbridge. Set out .
to go home; returned by reason of storm. Attended the funeral.

15. Moderate weather. We hope for a thaw.

16. Wrote an inscription for a gravestone for Mr. Hubbard’s® two chil-
dren that died last summer.

17. Rode up to Stockbridge in a sleigh with Mr. Hubbard.

18. Came back; snowed some.

* This was Elizabeth (Betsey) Robbins, on her way to Norfolk. After a stay of
Mrs. Lawrence, before mentioned, who was  thirteen days she is now returning home,
living at Paris, Oneida County, New York. with Sarah Robbins as traveling companion.

She was seven years older than her brother 4 This was a warmly contested election,

Thomas. and Mr. Adams was elected by a small ma-
* Bishop Thomas Newton, an eminent jority, 71 electoral votes out of 140.

English divine. He was born at Litchfield, 3 Dr. Robbins was always nice in his

Eng., in 1704, was Bishop of Bristol, and dress, and was particular to have the ex-
died in 1782. He edited editions of Milton’s act articles which he had bargained for.
Paradise Lost and Paradise Reguined. His This was the age of top-boots.
Disscriations on the Prophecies was his chief ¢ This was probably Mr. Jonathan Hub-
work. bard, where he was boarding, though there

3 It may be remembered that “ Aunt were other families of the name in Shef-
Woodbridge ” called at Sheffield, Dec. 26, field.

27
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19. My school will average at more than forty.!

20.

Trying to get a horse to ride home.

Difficulty.

21. Received a letter from Davis, Parker, and one from my classmate

Romeyn.?

Scholars come home from Williamstown.?

Rode home.*

22. Had an agreeable visit with my sister B. at home.
23. My father disclosed to me a difficulty he has which is truly alarming.’
May God have mercy. He rode up to Sheffield with me.

24.
25.

In the evening went to see wax work.
Declined going to a ball, though urged.®

26. Much taken up with my school evenings as well as days.

27.
middle of December.

Quite thawy weather, which is the first we have had since about the

28. Began to make a double cone to roll.”

29. Mr. Judson very feeble.
30. Cold and tedious weather.

Very warm.

31. Itsnows. Mr. Lawrence and my sister stayed here going up to Paris.’

FrarUARY.

1. Apt to have little wood at the school-house.

@ »

So ®w ow p

11. Traded some.
12. Went to meeting in a wagon.
13. Snowed a little,

¥ A very gratifying gain, since November
24th, when he began with thirteen.

2 The name stands on the college cata-
logue, Romeyn, but pronounced Romayne.

3 The winter vacation at the college had
come.

4 It was Saturday, and he was going home
simply to spend the Sabbath, and see his
sister Elizabeth.

S As his father lived yet sixteen years
after this, dying in 1813, his trouble did not
prove iminediately dangerous, though very
painful and trying.

¢ Evidently balls were of far more com-
mon occurrence than now.

7 It will be remembered that he made a

Had people in to see the school.

Heard from home; my father no poorer.

My children learn the catechism pretty well.?

Felt serious at meeting. How little religion there is in the world.
Frequent changes in the weather. Sleighing mostly gone.
Things look unfavorably respecting the French towards us.
Received a letter from my classmate Noble at Williamstown.
Unwell, at night hard sick. Rainy weather.

Had my boots footed. Feel rather better.

Some prospect of a great embargo.

Heard Mr. Crossman.”

People are much disappointed about moving.

cone for the Sophomores at Williams Col-
lege. He is now making a double cone for
his school.

* Mr. Grove Lawrence was a native of
Norfolk, a son of Capt. Lawrence who had
the lawsuit with Mr. Phelps. He lived at
Paris, Oneida Co., New York. They were
making the journey back to Paris some sev-
enty miles from Norfolk.

9 It was the old custom in New England,
for scholars in school to repeat the Assem-
bly’s Catechism at the close of school Satur-
day. It will be noticed that it is on Saturday
that this entry is made.

0 Rev. Joseph W. Crossman, pastor at
Salisbury, Ct.
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14. The French have had a battle in Italy, which lasted eight days.

cessful.!
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Suc-

15. Attended a public exhibition of a school in the meeting-house.’
16. Wrote letters to my classmates Noble and Davis® at Williamstown.
17. Wrote to Parker at Stockbridge. On the 13th received a letter from

home.

18. Received an excellent and very affectionate letter from my dear Uncle

Robbins.*

19. Mr. Judson preached on man. Wrote on the Divinity of the Bible.

20. Cold, raining weather.

Wrote a letter to Uncle Robbins.

21. At evening walked down to Esq. Lee’s.® First men here gamble.
22. The prospect of peace in Europe brightens. Danger of difficulty on

the Susquehanna about titles.

23. Talked with Mr. Judson on the Prophecies.
24. On the 21st bought Bishop Watson’s’ A4polsgy. Considerably unwell.

25. Rode home.
same.
26. Chilly weather.

No sleighing.

Saw boys playing ball. My father’s difficulty much the

27. Traded some. Talked considerably on the important work of the

ministry. .

28. Rode up to Sheffield. Pretty cold.

Mazcu.
1. Much engaged in writing a dialogue.*
2. The boys play ball smartly.
3. Warm weather. Something unwell.
4. My classmate Parker at Stockbridge has gone to Canada,

Very windy indeed.

Finished my dialogue.

.

v W o

! During the Italian campaign in the clos-
ing months of 1796, and early part of 1797,
Napoleon went on from victory to victory.
There was nowhere, however, a single bat-
tle lasting eight days, but rather a rapid
succession of battles in which he was vic-
torious.

®In the olden New England days, the
meeting-house was apt to be the only large
public building in town, and was used for
town meetings, school exhibitions, etc.

3 Henry Davis had gone from his school
in Stockbridge, to be tutor at Williams,

Very cold. School grows thin.

No school on account of wood. Wrote all day.

We are in some danger of war.?
The boys feel much engaged to learn the dialogue.

and Daniel Noble’s home was at Williams-
town.

¢ Chandler Robbins, D. D., of Plymouth,
who was seriously out of health.

$ Elisha Lee, Esq., a lawyer, and also the
first postmaster of the town of Sheffield.
He was a graduate of Yale College, in the
class of 1777.

¢ Another proof of the low state of morals
at the close of the last century.

7 Richard Watson, Bishop of Landaff.

% For his scholars to speak.

* With France. ‘
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10. My sister S. came here from Stockbridge. Received a letter from Mr.
J. Woodbridge.! A great call for candidates.

11. Snows some.

My sister concludes to stay over the Sabbath. Read

my dialogue to Mr. Judson and others. Liked.
12. Sacrament administered. At evening went with my sister to Sally

Hubbard’s.

13. My brother S.* came up, and my sister went home.

destroying the mill pond.®
14. Wrote to Davis* at Williams.

Talk here about

Prospect of peace in Europe grows dark.

15. One of the principal actors in my dialogue fails, non zolo. Therefore it
must fall through. At evening walked out.

16. Went to board at Moses Hubbard'’s.
17. Received a letter from Davis.

Very muddy.
Judson® returned from Williamstown.

18. Serious thoughts have little place in my heart. Oh, for grace.
19. Heard Mr. Catlin, of North Marlborough.

20.
Fellows’s.®

Received an excellent letter from Uncle Robbins.

Drank tea at Gen.

21. The prospect of peace in Europe is entirely vanished. Lord save us

from the horrors of war.

A little black boy of about four years, came into

school and asked me what was the matter of my thumb, as there was a rag on
it. I told him I cutit. Said he how? I told him. Said he, if I had some

plaster I would give you some to put on it.
pure dictates of nature, without the least cultivation.

we can see nature in him,
benevolence.”

He appears to act from the
If in any one, I think

Is there not then in human nature a principle of

22, Think of going to Williamstown next week. Very muddy.

23. Very rainy.
deficiency of last fall.

It seems that there will be rain enough to supply the

24. Settled with Mr. Stanley. Owed him £2 10s. The river very high.
25. Three of the children said all the catechism.® Dismissed my school.?

Settled my affairs. Cold weather.
26. Very pleasant weather.
27. So rainy I did not go home.

the meadow in a canoe.

! Probably Jonathan Woodbridge, son of
Hon. Jahleel Woodbridge. Hisfather's death
occurred the year before. He was, later in
life, known as Gen. John Woodbridge.

2 Samuel Robbins, then thirteen years old.

3 This was the mill pond which caused the
great sickness of the year before.

¢ Henry Davis, who took the school at
Stockbridge, was, as before stated, called
away to be tutor at Williams College.

5 This was Ephraim Judson, Jr., then in
the Senior class.

¢ Gen. John Fellows, a Revolutionary

Pretty full meeting. Fixing to go home.
In the afternoon with Judson sailed on

officer, born in Pomfret, Ct., 1733, served in
the French War. Led aregiment to Boston,
on the breaking out of the Revolution. After
the war he took up his residence at Sheffield,
and was high sheriff of Berkshire County.

7 Rather a daring question for a young
divinity student to ask in 1797, but it can now
be answered in the affirmative.

% Almost every school in those times
would furnish a few scholars who could ac-
complish the feat of saying the whole cate-
chism through.

9 Vacation.
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28. Mr. Hubbard carried me home in a wagon. Water very high. Cold.
29. A limner at our house had taken my father, and ‘mother, and sister S.

Last week read the speeches of Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson at their inaugura-

tion.! The Empress of Russia,” who lately died, for a number of years has been

in such dread of dzaz4 that she would never let any instances which happened in
the court be told her. And she even prohibited funerals to be attended in

Petersburg in the day time. But by an apoplectic shock she died in twenty-

four hours after she was taken.

30. Read Bicheno® on the signs of the times. Settled with Betts.
31. Sent money to my brother N.; fifteen dollars. O, for grace to enter
on the important work of the ministry.

ArmiL.

1. Went to the sap-works with my brother J.* Agreed to go to Williams-
town next week.

2. A proclamation for a fast. Difficulties in my father’s church.

3. Agreed not to go to Williamstown at present. Mr. Crossman here
today. Has a call at Salisbury; £zoo0 settlement, and £120 salary.’

4. In the afternoon attended the concert of prayer; pretty full and
serious. Afterwards a church meeting. Warm weather.

5. Very hot for the season. Worked hard yesterday and today at the
spinning mill. I fear that my brother N. will give us all trouble with a con-
nection. Saw a man sowing.

6. War appears inevitable. Think of going to Williamstown tomorrow.
Bonaparte,® the French general in Italy, has gained a great battle over the
Austrians. Taken 23,000 prisoners, and killed 6,000 men. This was about
the middle of January. The French army in Italy under him has in six
months taken 100,000 prisoners, 400 pieces of cannon, 110 stands of colors,

and destroyed five armies of the Emperor.

7. Set out for Williamstown.
of rain.

Went no farther than Sheffield on account

8. The President of the United States, Mr. Adams, has issued a procla-

mation to convene Congress.” Went on to Stockbridge.

! These speeches were made on the 4th of
March, and it is now the 29th.

2 Catherine II, haughty and cruel, though
powerful as a sovereign. She was born at
Stettin, May 2, 1729, and died at St. Peters-
burg, Nov. 17, 1796. Her death, therefore,
occurred only a few months before this was
written.

3 J. Bicheno, an English writer, author of
several popular works. His book on the
Signs of the Times was republished in this
country, at Providence, R. L, in 1795, and at
Springfield in 1796.

Rainy.

4 James Watson Robbins, fifteen years old.

5 The ordinary form of settling a minister
at that time. The £200 was to provide a
house and lands, and the other was for the
yearly support. This was a bargain expected
to last for life, and ordinarily it did so con-
tinue. :

¢ Bonaparte’s victorious progress was as
keenly watched on this side the water, as in
Europe.

7 That is, for a special session. Questions
growing out of the European wars were dis-
turbing this country.
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9. Dr. West® preached on Charity. A missionary society® is established
in New York to propagate the gospel among the heathen. There is one of
the same kind in London. May they do good.

10. Talked with Dr. Sergeant® about my father’s difficulty. Went on to

Williamstown.

Glad to see my friends there.
11. Walked about to see old acquaintances.

A universal scarcity of hay.

12. Was with my old friend Davis considerably. Also my classmate

Noble.

13. On the whole a very good visit.
A number of scholars in the small-pox. They

14. Fast in Connecticut.

are much engaged in building at Williams College. The meeting-house and

some houses are to be built this summer.

Came down to Stockbridge.

15. A universal scarcity of money. Very warm. My horse failed. Got

home.

16. Mr. Pinckney,* our ambassador at Paris, is not received. The wonder

of antichrist is likely near an end.

17. Read Edwards’s Misallanies® At evening saw a comedy acted.
18. Mantua is in the hands of the French. American vessels taken by the

French. Great stores found in Mantua.

19. Reading Pres. Edwards’s Miscellanies.

20.

In afteroon worked with my brother N. mending fence.

21. Took a catalogue of the scholars that my father has ever had. They

amount to one hundred.*

22. Warm. Worked at the garden getting sand. My father went to

change with Mr. Crossman”

23. Heard Mr. C. preach. Read a letter in public to the church. A
thief came to the house last night, but dare not come in on account of the

dog, etc.

24. Play ball some. The spring as yet rather backward.
25. My father went to Sandisfield to a council and dedication. Set out

some trees.

26. Attend to my father’s scholars.

Finished Edwards’s Miscellanies.

27. A very growing season. Read some in Bible.

! Dr. Stephen West, of whom we shall
hear more as we pass on.

* The society thus established was in
Northern New York, and was especially for
work among the Indians of this continent.

3 Erastus Sergeant, M.D., son of Rev.
John Sergeant. Anhonored physician. Young
Robbins consulted him about his father’s
physical ailment. Dr. Sergeant had been
then in practice about thirty years.

¢ Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, born at
Charleston, S.C., Feb. 25, 1746.

“ Appointed in July, 1796, minister pleni-
potentiary to France. The hostility of the

French Directors caused the rejection of our
conciliatory propositions and the order to
Pinckney to quit the French territory.” —
Drake's Dict. of Am. Biography, p. 720.

$ Edwards’s Miscellaneous Observations on
Important Theological Subjects, was published
in Edinburgh in 1793, and another work with
the same essential title in 1796

¢ His father had then been settled in Nor-
folk thirty-six years.

7 Joseph W. Crossman, already mentioned.
He bad accepted his call to Salisbury, Ct,,
and was preaching there, but was not or-
dained until June of that same year.
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28. My father returned. They have dismissed Mr. Storrs” from Sandis-

field. Worked considerably.

29. Worked hard all day getting water on the mowing. Very tired.

30.
portance.
classmate Romeyn® at Schenectady.

May.

1. Training day. In afternoon walked out with my sister.

went after shad.® Rainy.

Cold and rainy. Feel very cold and stupid in things of infinite im-
Received a letter from Davis.

Yesterday wrote a letter to my

My brother

2. Wrote a letter to my friend E. Watson* at New York. Bonaparte has
made peace with the Pope. A prospect of a bloody campaign.

3- Read some sermons.
delity, sects being laid aside.

4. It rains very frequently.
supplied in another.

5. Worked considerably at the water, garden, etc.
to see if I could live with Dr. Edwards? this summer.

The world coming either to Christianity or infi-

The deficiencies of nature in one season are

Cold. Yesterday went
He was not at home ;

but his wife ® said she could not take boarders.

6. Wrote a letter to Davis.

Set out trees.

7. Sacrament administered. Beholding? the ordinance was deeply im-
pressed with the idea that I should be shut out in a similar manner at the

Great Day.

8. My father set out for Stockbridge to be doctored by Dr. Sergeant on
account of his difficulty.! Ministers going to election.?

I Rev. Eleazar Storrs, a native of Mans-
field, Ct., and a graduate of Yale in the class
of 1762.

“ He was ordained pastor of this church
and people Feb. 26, 1766. He was a popular
preacher, and retained thc affections of his
people until the unhappy Shays’s insurrec-
tion. At that time, from his measures in
favor of government, a considerable number
were offended and left his ministry. He, how-
ever, continued his pastoral relations till, in
consequence of ill health, he was dismissed,
April 26, 1797.” — Hist. of the County of Berk-
shire, p. 301,

* This was Thomas Romeyn, as Benjamin
died in 1796.

3 It was an important matter of business
every spring in the olden time, for families to
lay in their store of shad for the year's use.
The shad in the Connecticut river in those
years were abundant and of most excellent
quality.

4 This was probably the nephew of Mr.

James Watson, spoken of in connection with
his visit to New York the previous year.

$ The younger Edwards, Dr. Jonathan Ed-
wards, left his pastorate in New Haven, Ct.,
in 1798, and in 1795 was settled in Colebrook,
Ct. There it was that young Robbins went
to see him in the hope of studying theology
with him. '

¢ This was Dr. Edwards’s second wife, Miss
Mercy Sabin, daughter of Mr. Hezekiah Sa-
bin, of New Haven. She seemed to be will-
ing to take the responsibility of answering
young Robbins's question. His first wife was
Miss Mary Porter, of Hadley, Mass.,, who
was drowned in 1792.

7 He had not yet made a public profession
of religion.

8 It will be remembered that, about a
month before, young Robbins consulted Dr.
Sergeant about his father.

9 Election that year was at Hartford, and
the election sermon was preached, May 11
by Rev. Isaac Lewis, of Greenwich.
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9. Read the Bible.

[1797.

We hope war may be avoided.

10. Have some thoughts of making a whirling table. Work at the water

almost daily.

11. My brother N. gone to Kent. My father sent down for mamma.

12. Very good weather.
in the blow.

Rode to Sheffield with mamma, and saw trees

13. Read in the volume of collected sermons just published.

14. Thin meetings without a minister.

day.

15. Take a good deal of pleasure with the water.’

even walked out.

Read in public both parts of the

Read sermons. At

16. There is an account that our differences with France are settled.

Fear it is not true.

17. At even heard the school children speak pieces.

18. Received a letter from my father.

along from Williams College.*

He is low, but gaining. Scholars

19. Rode to the south part of the town, and attended a conference. Prayed.
20, Rode to Canaan in quest of a letter from New York, which is lost be-
tween here and Salisbury.* The weather this week has been every day alter-

nately fair and rainy.

21. Very warm. Read all day in public.®

sermons last week. Thunder.

22. My brother J.* went after my father.

Read the volume of collected

Received an excellent letter

from my friend, E. W.,” New York. Copied a will.
23. Had a foth extracted. No confirmation that our affairs are settled

with France.
send another envoy.

24. Jerome,®a Junior in Williams College, came to see me.
returned. Laus Deo, considerably well.

It appears that the President of the United States means to

My father

25. The fullest blow for fruit ever known in the memory of any.

26. Did but little.
spring.

Scholars to see us.

Warm weather, but a backward

27. Wrote in my diary of my younger years.
28. Pretty full meeting. Read some in the Zhelbogical Magasine.

29. Very cold for the season.

! His father being absent he read sermons
before the congregation both forenoon and
afternoon.

* A brook ran near his home, and he was
probably engaged in irrigating the mowing
lands.

3 Going home for the spring vacation.

4 Canaan adjoined Norfolk, and Salis-
bury was between Canaan and the New
York line. From the center of Norfolk to

center of Salisbury, the distance is about ten
miles.

5 Sunday, and his father being still sick
and absent, he again reads sermons before
the congregation.

6 James Watson Robbins.

7 E. Watson, before noticed.

¥ Amasa Jerome, a native of Stockbridge,
graduate of Williams in 1798, and afterwards a
man of influence and character in the ministry.
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30.
fishing ; caught none.
31
All lived to be married at once.
Junm.
1. All sat round fires.
got wood for a fire.”

2. A little frost this moming. Quite sick with the ague in my face.

some young ladies here from Kent.?

Rode to the south part of the town with Aunt Woodbridge.
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Went a

The family of the Mills’s," formerly at Simsbury, was fourteen children.
Parents living.

The scholars came down from the chamber, and

.

Had

3. The coldest May, and the most backward spring known for many

years.

Things are just coming up in gardens, etc.
4- Yesterday the assembly arose.*

Warm.
Our legislature finds little business.

5. A little riding in the morning. Went to Warren from Goshen with
Aunt Woodbridge.® Gave cousin Peter® a little piece on the dead languages.

6. Very warm and pleasant.
versed with Esther de rebus privatis.
7. Came home.

Rode to my brothers at Canaan.’

Con-

The President of the United States has sent two envoys
to France to accommodate our differences.

The unrivaled Bonaparte has de-

feated the hitherto successful general Archduke Charles in Italy. He has killed

and taken about 20,000 men.

The French have also been successful on the

Rhine. It is supposed that Germany can hold out no longer, and this will be

a prelude of a happy peace.®

8. Mr. J. Watson from New York was here. Been proving cannon at
Salisbury. Very kind to invite me to his house, etc.

9. Fine weather.

10. Excessive hot.
11. Rained last night.
leg.
12. Traded some. Very hot weather.
13. Rode to Winchester with my father to association.

Read Bible, etc.
Hurt myself in work at the water.
At even went to see a young man with a broken

A steeple raised at Torrington.

Visited Mr. Darley.
Dr. Edwards?®

preached. At night rained a great deal.
14. There seems to be a direct account of peace between France and

Germany. May it be true.

15. Wrote a letter to Miss Esther Robbins.” Feel some unwell.

t This was Rev. Gideon Mills, who died in
1772

* This was for the school-room up stairs.

3 Kent was about twenty miles south of
Norfolk, bordering on New York.

4 The assembly was convened on Wed-
nesday, May 10, so the session had lasted
about three weeks.

$ His Aunt Woodbridge was going to War-
ren, probably, to visit her sister, Mrs. Starr,
and young Robbins attended her thither.
Goshen was the next town south from Nor-

So hot.

folk, and from Goshen to Warren was about
ten or twelve miles.

6 Peter Starr, son of Rev. Peter Starr, was
then a Junior in Williams College.

7 He went home by Canaan.

8 A continuation of successes in his Italian
campaign.

9 Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D. D., settled
the year before at Colebrook.

1o Miss Esther Robbins, of Canaan, with
whom on June 6th he had talked de redu.

privatis,



36 DIARY OF REV. THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D.

[x797.

16. Helped my little brothers make a trough. From the 3d of June till

today it has been very hot weather.

Cool.

Attended a funeral.

17. Last Saturday a man was executed at Hartford.

18. Mr. Catlin, of North Marlborough, preached here.

unusual light.

At even an

19. Rainy. White-washed in the house considerably. At even walked out.

20. Dr. West and lady® came at noon.

attended the association.
21. Hot. Rode home.
not yet done firs¢ hoeing.

Considerable contention in Congress.

Rode to North Marlborough and

People

22. Set out for Stockbridge to study with Dr. West.> My brother brought

me to Sheffield.

23. Came to Stockbridge in the stage very early.

Received kindly.

Rainy. Yesterday destroyed a letter which I received April 11, 1796.4

24. Cool weather.

Reading Fuller’s letters.® O, that I may be prospered

in my important studies, and may I know my own heart. Dr. W. very strict

in observing holy time.

25. Afternoon rained hard while at meeting. Serious.

hope.

Fears of a false

26. Finished Fuller’s letters. Mrs. Sedgwick and her daughters® here on

a visit.

27. Reading Pres. Edwards's Jmguiry” Warm weather and thunder

daily.

28. Suppose there is an ordination at Salisbury today.' Sleep with my

window open constantly.

29. Read a portion of the Scriptures every day. At evening Mr. Swift

came here from Williamstown.

30.
about.

Very warm weather steadily.

! Dr. Jacob Catlin.

? Dr. Stephen West, of Stockbridge. Dr.
West’s first wife, with whom he was then
living, was Miss Elizabeth Williams, daugh-
ter of Col. Ephraim Williams. She died in
1804. His second wife was Miss Eleanor
Dewey, daughter of Mr. Daniel Dewey, of
Sheffield.

3 Rev. Stephen West, D. D,, a native of
Tolland, Ct., and a graduate of Yale, 1755,
was a theological teacher of acknowledged
ability. He came to Stockbridge as suc
cessor to Jonathan Edwards, in the work of
Christianizing the Housatonic Indians, and
was pastor of Stockbridge church from 1759
to 1770.

4 Under date of April 11, 1796, after a

New college going on well.
Great preparation for independence all
Finished Edwards’s /nguiry. Wrote home.

commonplace entry, is the following R ..
e...i .. .. .. Lethim who can, guess
the riddle.

$ Rev. Andrew Fuller, a distinguished Bap-
tist divine of England, who in the closing
years of the last century and the early years
of the present, was very conspicuous as an
evangelical worker, thinker, and writer.

¢ Wife and daughters of Hon. Theodore
Sedgwick, who, at that time, was a member
of the United States Senate.

7 This was Edwards’s great work on the
Freedom of the Will.

® Rev. Joseph W. Crossman was ordained
and set over the church in Salisbury June
28th, 1797, as we find by the church records
of Salisbury.
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Jouv.

1. Wrote some. Reading Dr. West's Essay on Moral Agency! Walked
down to see my classmate Mason studying law in town.
2. An amiable young woman admitted into the church. Dr. West very

strict in many principles.

3. Wrote to Davis, and to my classmate Noble at Williamstown.

4. A serious mutiny in the British fleet. Ireland almost in a state of
insurrection. Attended the concert of prayer.

5. Much unwell. Headache, Studied too hard. A very growing season.

6. Finished West on Agency. Had a ticket for a ball®* Walked down to

Mr. Bidwell’s.

7. Wrote on the Divinity of the Scriptures. People begin to mow.
8. Peace between France and Germany almost certain. The character

of Bonaparte rises fast.

9. In the momning very rainy. Connecticut about forming a missionary

society.?

ro. Wrote to Uncle Robbins. Read Hume’s essay on Miracles. Wrote
on the Moral State of Adam before the Fall.*

11. Read Campbell’s® answer to Hume. Drank tea at Mr. Sedgwick’s.

12. Wrote on the Moral State of Man Now. Extremely hot. Fine hay

weather.

13. Read Home’s letters on Missions. A conspiracy discovered. Blount,®
a senator in Congress, had a considerable hand in it.
14. Mr. Sedgwick and Gen. Skinner’ came home from Congress. After-

noon walked out.

15. Reading Dr. Taylor on Original Sin. A hard thunder-shower.
16. Afraid 1 am resting my eternal welfare on a false hope. O may I

know my own heart.

! Dr. Stephen West's Essay on Moral
Agency was first published in 1772, and re-
published with an Appendix in 1794. It was
a work that attracted considerable attention
among the theologians of that day. Dr.
West conferred much with Dr. Joseph Bel
lamy, of Bethlehem, Ct., Dr. Samuel Hopkins,
of Newport, R. 1., and Dr. Jonathan Edwards,
then of Colebrook.

2 We do not learn whether he attended
the ball, but from what has already passed,
we may conclude that balls were regarded as
suisances rather than otherwise.

3The Connecticut Missionary Society was
not fairly organized until the following year,
1798,

4 These papers, the one before mentioned
on the Divinity of the Scriptures, and this on
the Moral Character of Adam before the Fall,

were prepared to be read before Dr. West,
as a part of his theological training.

$ Rev. George Campbell, D. D., Professor
of Church History in St. Andrew’s University,
Scotland. Hume, the author of the work on
Miracles, which Dr. Campbell answered, was
the well-known English historian and skepti-
cal writer.

¢ William Blount. “In 1796, he was
chosen president of the convention in Ten-
nessee. He was afterwards elected by that
State to a seat in the United States Senate,
but was expelled in July, 1797, for having
instigated the Creeks and Cherokees to as-
sist the British in conquering the Spanish
territories near the United States.”

7 Mr. Sedgwick, Senator, and Gen. Skin-
ner, of Williamstown, member of the House
of Representatives,

P .
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17. Wrote letters to my father and my sister S. Lyon, in Congress, from

Vermont, ridiculed extremely.

18. Reading Edwards’s answer to Dr. Taylor." Steadily fine weather.

19. Had an invitation to go to Maryland as a Latin instructor in a gentle-
man's family. Received a letter from home.

20. Am troubled to keep my attention well fixed when reading. A great

many cherries.

21. Rode up to Lenox to see my cousin Goodwin.® At night slept very

poorly on a feather-bed.

22. Rode back. Wrote on the question concerning Original Sin.
23. Read in Dr. Hunter’s® Bigraphy. Showery and cooler.
24. Reading Edwards's Last End of Creation® The French annoy our

vessels very much.

25. Wrote to my cousin Starr at Williams College. Lodged at Aunt

Woodbridge’s.

26. Wrote to my friend, E. R. Watson, of New York. “There is a founda-
tion laid in. nature for kind affections between the sexes that are truly diverse
from all inclinations to sensitive pleasure, and don’t properly arise from any
such inclination.” — Edwards’s Nature of True Virtue, Chap. VI.

27. Wrote to my father. Rainy weather. Things appear more favorable
at France. Peace is made with Germany.

28. Complaint that wheat is much blasted. Bad weather for hay and

grain

29. Wrote on the Necessity of Atonement. Received a letter from Starr.

30. Received a letter from my classmate Noble. Comfortable weather.
Dr. West preached very close. Read Miss Anthony’s life.*

31. Wrote on the Necessity of Regeneration. Some prospect of a general
peace. Montesquieu the most comprehensive and piercing genius of his age.

AUGUST.

1. Wrote a letter to Davis. People in the heat of harvest. Generally in

the country good.

2. Reading Dr. West on the Atonement.* Heard from Williamstown.

3. Wrote on the Nature of Atonement. Cloudy and dry weather.

4. England in a most deplorable state. Near thirty sail of their fleet
have mutinied. Things look very dark. If God’s time has come to destroy

that wicked nation they will fall.

!Dr. John Taylor, a distinguished dis-
senting minister of England, who wrote and
published a treatise on Original Sin.

* Joseph Goodwin, before noticed.

3 Probably this was Dr. John Hunter, of
Scotland.

4 Edwards’s Last End of Creation, and Na-
ture of True Virtue, were published together
in the spring of 1755.

S Miss Susanna Anthony, a Quaker lady,
distinguished for her piety and goodness.
Dr. Samuel Hopkins had just published her
memoirs, and large extracts from her writings.
The first issue was in Worcester, Mass., 1796.
Two editions were afterwards published at
Hartford, Ct., the first in 1799.

¢ Dr. West's Essay on the Scripture Doc-
trine of the Atonement was published in 1785.
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s. Reading West on the Resurrection. Rainy. .Received an excellent

letter from Uncle Robbins.
sionary society there.
6. Last night a very hard shower.

A large account in it from England of the mis-

7. Wrote on the Cause and Nature of Regeneration.

8. Received a. letter from home.

Very rainy.

Concluded not to go to Maryland.

9. A dreadful fire at Albany. Eighty-two dwelling-houses, one hundred
and sixteen stores and out-houses consumed.

10. Wrote home.

Reading view of religions.

Mr. Fox* has delivered a

remarkable speech in Parliament on reform.
11. A delirious man in town has killed himself. Thus twenty years have

rolled over my head.

12. A great prospect of a general peace. Had my name printed for
books.® Wrote on Promises to the Unregenerate.
13. By Dr. W.’s sermon I trust I was brought in some measure to see the

wickedness of my heart.

14. Read Dr. Hopkins* on True Holiness.

Very cool weather for the season.

Wrote on the same subject.

15. Wrote letters to Noble and my cousin Starr at Williamstown.

16. Wrote on the Ground of the Sinner’s Justification.

stupid.

17. Read in Dr. Hopkins’s System.*

I am amazingly

Good weather. People haying yet.

18. Discontents in Ireland increase. Affairs in France assume a new

face. Venice in a very bad situation.

19. Wrote on the Difference between Justification by Faith and by Works.

20. Very close preaching. Rainy.

Read forty-sixth chapter of Isaiah.

Prophecy perhaps accomplished in the present war [in Europe].
21. Received a letter from my friend, E. Watson, and a good one from

Davis. A mayor of a city in the south of Ireland writing to the English gov-
ernment, gives an alarming account of things there. He concludes: “ At the
moment I am writing, for my personal safety, I carry a pistol in eack kand,

and a sword in the otker.”
22,
23.
Edwards’s Remarks.

Wrote a letter to Uncle Robbins. Wrote on Election.
Wrote a letter to Miller,” a student at Williams College.

Reading

Negotiation opened between France and England.

24. An account that the mutiny in England is subsiding.

* He had, as before mentioned, received
an application from Maryland to go there as
a teacher.

2 Charles James Fox, the eloquent English
orator and statesman. .

3 That is, as we understand it, printed to
be pasted into his books.

4 Dr. Samuel Hopkins, of Newport, R. L.

5 This System was published in two vol-
umes in 1793.

6 An excellent Irish bull.

7 Joseph Miller, a graduate of Williams
College in 1799. He was a native of Tor-
rington, Ct., and afterwards became a promi-
nent lawyer in Litchfield County, Ct., remov-
ing in his later life to Richland, Mich.
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25. Wrote largely on the Doctrine of Decrees.

My brother came after me.

[1797.

Rainy almost every day.

26. Rode Aome in a wagon. Unwelcome news from my sister B.!

27. Very full meeting. Seven persons taken into the church. May God
make additions of such as shall be saved.

28. Putting my name on books, etc. A neighbor invented a machine to

bore logs by water. Cool.

29. At evening young Dr. Perkins® came here and gave my father a pair

of metallic points,
30.
35
SerTEMBRR.

1. Very hot.

My father sowing. Reading Scott’s® Vindication.
Writing. The prospect of peace in Europe increases.

Visited old Mr. Darley. Preparing for my journey.
2. My father set out for Williamstown.

Worked some.

3. Mr. Avery,* of Tyringham, preached here. Fine weather.

4. Set out for Williamstown with my sister Sally.’

Came to Esq.

Walker's® and lodged. There was a festival on the 16th of August in Boston,
in honor of President Adams,” the most extravagant ever known in the United

States,

5. Arrived at Williamstown. My father's two scholars admitted into

college.
6. A very good exhibition.
lecture in college hall.

7. Came down to Lanesborough.

nearly shut in.

At night an illumination, and a class of forty. Walked.
Saw many old friends. At even attended a

The new college at Williamstown is

8. Came down to Lenox to our cousin Goodwin's.® Kindly received.
9. Had a good visit at our cousins; towards night came down to Stock-

bridge. Not very well.

10. Troubled with our horses going to meeting.
Attended singing meeting.
A prosperous journey. Some profit.

Dr. West.
11. Came home.

! Elizabeth Robbins’s marriage with Mr.
Lawrence did not prove altogether a happy
one. They lived, it will be remembered, at
Paris, Oneida County, New York.

2 Dr. Elisha Perkins, of Plainfield, Ct.
He calls him young, though he was a man be-
tween fifty and sixty, because his father,
Joseph Perkins, had also been a physician of
eminence at Plainfield, and had very recently
died.

3 Dr. Thomas Scott, the commentator, who
had published a Vindication of the Inspira
tion of the Holy Scripture, republished in New
York in 1797.

4 Rev. Joseph Avery, a native of Ston-

At even made a visit to

ington, Ct., minister of the Congregational
church in Tyringham, Mass., from 1789 to
1808.

% Sally is Sarah, afterwards Mrs. Joseph
Battell.

¢ William Walker, Esq., whose son Will-
iam P. Walker was graduated at Williams
College in 1798, and was admitted to the bar
in 1803. He practiced in Lenox.

7It was so much for Massachusetts to
own the second President of the United
States, that it was natural to make a herv of
him.

* Joseph Goodwin, before mentioned as
the son of Mrs. Robbins’s sister.
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12. The yellow fever prevails in many places.

we are not desolated with judgments.
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It is a great wonder that

13. Began to read Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical Hirtory Have something of

the dysentery.

14. Some robberies near Philadelphia. Operated on the rheumatism suc-

cessfully with the metallic points.®

15. Never felt more unhinged and doubtful what to do in my life.

direction !
16. Took water-levels about.

Oh for

Warm. Reading Mosheim.

17. Read History of Redemption® My sister B. lives now comfortably.
18. Attended freemen’s meeting. Rainy. Considerable company.
19. Worked hard in the forenoon cutting stalks. Little prospect of a

general peace in Europe.
20. A little frost.
bins ;¢ rather unwell.

Wrote to Esther Robbins.’

Heard from Uncle Rob-

21. Reading Mosheim. Worked among hay.

22. Worked a good deal.
23.
time.
24.

It made me feel better in health.
My brother buying a horse for my father.

Very fine weather all the

Mr. Weston,’ of Cornwall, preached here. Full meeting.

25. Wrote a letter to Mr. Gilman® at Marietta. Yesterday and today

much troubled with an ague in my face.
26. Rode to Goshen with Dr. Edwards to association.

association. Gillet? licensed.
27. Good weather. Rode home.

frost. Wrote a letter to Medad Curtis.
28. Yesterday took cold and am distressed with the ague.

opium.

Rainy. A good

General training at Salisbury. Some

Could not get

29. Rode to the south end of the town and attended a conference.

Warm.
30. Worked some.

quence.

! He was trying .the tractors which his
father had received from Dr. Perkins.

* Published in Edinburgh, Scotland, in
1777, with an introductory note by Rev. John
Erskine.

3 In Canaan.

4 Dr. Chandler Robbins, of Plymouth.

% Rev. Hercules Weston, graduated at
Dartmouth in 1783, and settled at Cornwall,
Ct., 1792-1803.

o Mr. Ben]amm I. Gilman, who married
Hannah, daughter of Chandler Robbins, D.D.,,

Helped raise a small building near by.
month has been very pleasant and warm weather.

This
As yet no frost of conse-

of Plymouth. Mr. Gilman was living at Ma-
rietta, Ohio.

7 This must have been Mr. Nathan Gil-
lett, of Granby, Ct., who was graduated at
Williams in 1798. But his name does not
appear as a Litchfield County licentiate in
the contributions to the Ecclesiastical History
of Conmecticut. Nathan Gillett was settled
in Gilead, a parish of Hebron, in 1799.
Mr. Robbins speaks of him familiarly as
he would naturally speak of a fellow stu-
dent.
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1. My father preached on the great spirit that prevails to Christianize

the heathen.! Rainy.

2. Attended the funeral of Capt. I. Holt.* A vast many people for this

town.

3. Attended the concert of prayer.

United States.

Very sickly in many parts of the

4. Little prospect of a general peace. Rainy. Reading Mosheim.
5. Last night the greatest storm of wind we have had for years.
6. At evening Mr. Steele® came here from Paris. My sister's family

more peaceable,

7. Worked considerably, picking apples. Hard frosts now.

8. Read magazine.

Full meetings; hope some seriousness.

9. Wrote to my friend L. F. Scholars came. We have a great deal of

company.

10. My father set out for Stockbridge to be doctored. Cold.

II.

Read. Attend to the scholars steadily.* Papal power almost daily

declining. Read lecture on France and Portugal.

12. My father sent down for my mother to go to Stockbridge. Quite poor.

13. My mamma went up to Stockbridge. I have the whole care of busi-
ness, and attend to the scholars.

14. Worked. At even Mr. Steele® came and tarried. Moderate weather.

15. Mr. Smith, a candidate, came to preach. He preached in the fore-
noon, Mr. Steele in the afternoon. Cold. ’

16. Dug a hole for potatoes. Last night wrote to my father, and to my
sister B.

17. The sickness at Philadelphia abates. Danger of internal enemies in

our Republic. May God avert.

18. Worked picking com. Frequent applications to take scholars.®
19. Had some company. Buried some apples.” Work and attend to the

scholars steadily.

20. Buried potatoes. Had a letter from my father.

gaining.

t The Baptist Missionary Society in Eng-
land had been organized in 1792, and the
London Missionary Society in 1795. In this
country, from the days of Edwards and the
great Whitefield revivals, the missionary spirit
was abroad, but the time for the organ-
ization of societies for foreign work had not
yet been reached.

2 Capt. Isaac Holt, Jr. His father of the
same name died in 1806.

3 Rev. Eliphalet Steele, born in Hartford,
Ct., June 26, 1742, graduated at Yale College
1764, settled at Egremont, Mass., 1770-1794,
and at Paris, N. Y., 1795-1817. When he

He is very poor, but

took the church at Paris there were nineteen
members. There were received during his
ministry two hundred and seventy-three mem-
bers.

4 His father being now for some time
absent, he had the full charge of the scholars.

S Rev. Eliphalet Steele, just before men-
tioned.

¢ The school at Norfolk was popular.

7 The practice of burying potatoes and
apples in the fall, to have them crisp and
fresh in the spring, was common among the
old Connecticut farmers, and is perhaps so
at present.
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21. Read some. Cold. Read Zhewlgical Magazine® at evening.

22. A very rainy day; no meeting. Prayed in the family.

23. Attended a funeral. ‘Dr. Edwards® preached. Have little time to
read.

24. The papers very barren of news. The Governor unable to attend the
assembly.®

25. At evening had a spell of paring apples.

26. Boiling cider.* My brother returned from Vermont; brought back the
letter I wrote on the gth. My father gaining.

27. At evening had a great husking. My salt-rheum rages very much.

28. Worked pretty hard. My heart little disposed to serious things.

29. No preaching. I read all day® Wet and cold weather. Read Hw-
tory of Redemption.”
30. My brother ]J.* went after my father in a wagon. Had a husking.

31. My brother was appointed deputy sheriff® Read Mosheim. Nego-
tiations for peace go on very slow.

Noveusex.

1. My father came home very poor. Worked pretty hard.

2. Considerable company. Warm. Produce lower than last year.

3. Worked at making cider. A great deal made this fall.

4 Worked pretty hard. Our assembly rose yesterday.” Fine weather
this week. :

5. Rainy. My father unable to preach. Read all day; also the procla-
mation.

6. Some snow. Made a medicine and some salve for the salt-rheum.

7. Went into Canaan and traded some. Very cold.

8. Traded some. Find little time to read. Read newspaper.

9. Set out to go to Cornwall. Went as far as my brother’s in Canaan.

An agreeable night.

10. Went to Comwall. Disappointed about taking a school there. Went

on to Warren. Dreadful road.

! The Zheological Magasine was published
in New York. It was started in 1796, but
continued only three or four years.

2 Dr. Jonathan Edwards, of Colebrook.

3 Gov. Oliver Wolcott, and this the fall
session of the assembly.

4 From the entries Oct. 25th and 26th, it
is evident that the family was engaged in
making the customary supply of apple-sauce
for the season.

3 The husking, where the neighbors were
invited in of an autumn evening, was one of

the oldfashioned country enjoyments. It was
a festival occasion, rather than a time of
mere toil.

6 His father was still absent, and no one
came to supply the pulpit.

7 Jonathan Edwards’s History of Re-
demption was published in Edinburgh, in
1777.

¢ James Watson Robbins.

9 Nathaniel Robbins.

12 The fall session of the assembly meet-
ing in October was apt to be short.
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11. So stormy could not come home.

connections at Kent at an end.!

[1797.

My brother N. came there. His

12. Very rainy. Little meeting. Read Pres. Edwards's Life"
13. Rode home across Canaan Mountain. Warm. Very wet season.

14. Worked making a hog-pen.

Great commotions in the interior of France.

15. Mr. Jefferson, our Vice-President, grows unpopular. At night Mr.

Judson ® came here.

16. Thanksgiving.* Mr. Judson preached. Blessed be God that we have

such abundant cause for thankfulness.
17. Exceeding cold for the season.

people much addicted to frolicking.
18. Severe weather.

O, for hearts !

Snowed considerably. Our young

In the aftermoon worked sledding wood.

19. My father preached for the first time since October 8th. People grow

very extravagant at our great cities.

20. At evening read Peter Porcupines® Papers.

Worked getting wood.

21. Read. Human nature all selfish. Yesterday in the afternoon Dr.

Goodrich,® of Durham, called here very well, took dinner, and towards night
rode out to Capt. Ives’s. This morning a messenger has come, and informed
us that he has gone the way of all the earth. He got up, as is supposed, well,
got partly dressed, and, as appears, was seized with a fit of the apoplexy,
stretched himself on the floor, and expired. It was about an hour after they

heard him get up, before they found him dead.
22. Rainy and freezing. My brother N. has a great deal of business.

Litigation much prevails.

23. Great complaint of a scarcity of money. Went out to Capt. Ives’s:’

§aw mourners, corpse, etc.

some at chequers, etc.

! From previous hints about the connec-
tions which Nathaniel was likely to form, the
fact recorded in this entry was doubtless
pleasing to his family.

2 This was doubtless the Life of Edwards,
by Dr. Samuel Hopkins, first published in
1764.

3 Rev. Ephraim Judson, of Sheffield.

4 Thanksgiving day earlier than in some
years.

5 The Peter Porcupine Papers were writ-
ten by William Cobbett, a controversial Eng-
lishman, who was born in 1762, came to this
country, and settled in Philadelphia in 1796.
He had taken the nom de plume of Peter Por-
cupine before coming hither, and carried it
back with him on his return in 1800. He
was a very voluminous writer, and of marked
ability, so much so that Chancellor Kent
said: “Cobbett, in these volumes (twelve vol-

May I improve rightly.
24. Steady cold. Austin, of New Hartford, came here to study.

I play

umes published in London in 1801) has left a
picture of the politics and leading politicians
of America, which (with caution) must be
studied by all who would understand the party
questions with which they were discussed.”

6 Rev. Elizur Goodrich, D. D., a native of
Wethersfield, graduate of Yale College in
1752, minister at Durham from 1756 to his
death, 1797. He was a member of the Cor-
poration of Yale College. He was father of
Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, Representative and
Senator in Congress, and Lieut.-Governor of
Connecticut. Elizuar Goodrich, LL.D,, a
member and Secretary of the Yale Corpora-
tion, was also his son. The last named was
father of Rev. Chauncey Allen Goodrich,
D. D., Professor of Rhetoric in Yale College
from 1817 to 1839, and from 1839 to 1860
Professor of the Pastoral Charge.

7 Where Dr. Goodrich died.
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25. Worked some. Read a tragedy. My salt-rheum grows better.

26. Read History of Redemption. Troubled about wood. Sacrament
administered.

27. Extreme cold. Think of keeping a ciphering school. Worked. The
Mohawk River was crossed on the ice about the middle of this month.

28. Yesterday moming Col. Adams,’ of Litchfield, our Chief-Justice, died
of a lingering disorder, aged sixty-one years. Read. There are said to be
333,000,000 inhabitants in China.

29. Our envoys® have arrived at France. Worked and caught a very bad
cold. Received a letter from Mr. Battell,® Torringford, requesting me to go
and take a school there.

30. At evening a tragedy spoken in town. I did not go. Read Mosheim.
Excessive cold.

Decausxz,

1. My sister B.* not the most happy in her family. Troubled with a
divided household. Had a great coat made yesterday.

2. The weather moderates. Received a long and foolish letter from
Medad Curtis.

3. Pretty full meeting, and very serious. We hear that Gov. Wolcott*
died last Friday morning of a lingering illness, aged seventy-one. Thus our
Governor, Chief Judge, and one of the first of the clergy, Dr. Goodrich, have
gone near together.

4. Spoke considerably in town meeting about seating the meeting-house.
Last night there was a total eclipse of the moon, but it was so cloudy it could
not be seen only by its effect on the light.

5. Thought to be the coldest day we have had. Caught a bad cold last
night. The season is very extraordinary. About the middle of November
cold weather came on and everything froze up. The weather continued freez-
ing cold till the 26th of November, and ever since that it has been extreme.
Winter is undoubtedly set in. Many people have now cider to make, comn

and potatoes to gather in. Such a season cannot be remembered.

! Andrew Adams, graduate of Yale 1760,
Member of Congress and Chief-Justice of
Connecticut. He was King’s Attorney be-
fore the Revolution, and was a member of
the Continental Congress.

2 Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, John Mar-
shall, and Elbridge Gerry.

3 Josiab Buckingham Battell, brother of
Joseph Battell, who married Sarah Robbins,
brother also of Sally Battell, who became
the wife of Rev. Dr. Abel McEwen, of New
London. The mother of these was Sarah
Buckingham, of Milford, Ct., and hence Jo-
siah Battell’s middle name.

4 Mrs. Lawrence, at Paris, N. Y.

5 Oliver Wolcott, LL. D., son of Roger
Wolcott, Colonial Governor of Connecticut.
Oliver Wolcott was born in Windsor, east
side of the river, Nov. 26, 1726, but removed
to Litchfield on his appointment to be high
sheriff of Litcbfield County in 1751. He
was graduated at Yale in 1747. He died, as
by the record above, Dec. 1, 1797. It will
be remembered that an entry in the diary in
October, states that he was unable to be pres-
ent at the meeting of the assembly. The
Wolcott family furnished many valuable men
for the public service,
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6. Read Mosheim. I find nothing more beneficial for a hard cold than

€xercise

7. Rode out in a sleigh with my father. We hear now and then of a

little attention to religion.

8. Made a syrup for the salt-rheum of winter-green, sarsaparilla, and black

birch bark.
9. Worked some.

The weather more moderate.

At evening, my brother

A. and his wife came over to make us a visit.

10. Had no room to sit in our pew.’

11. Had some clothes made.

We are troubled about my sister B.

People apt to run to see shows.

12. Considerable noise in town about our pew in the meeting-house.
13. Rode down to Torringford, and agreed to take a school at a shilling a

week by the scholar.’
14. Rode home.
are making cider.

15. Rode to Canaan, and had a coat cut out.
16. Traded considerably. Cold; the thaw over.

Very warm, so that the frost breaks through, and people

A cold rain,
Read some. Wrote a

letter to Davis and another to Denison,® now preceptor at Williamstown.

17. We hear now and then of a little religious interest.

Laus Deo,

18. My father desired the town to let him have a pew in the meeting-
house. It was debated, and they refused. Giles Pettibone* talked extremely

saucy.

19. Had some clothes made; a jacket I cut myself sets very well. Ex-
treme cold. Finished reading the fourth volume of Mosheim.

20.

Rode down to Torringford with my brother F.5

21. By far the coldest day we have had. Felt much concerned about
Frank,® after he went away, on account of the cold. In the afternoon began

my school.
22. Boarding at Mr. Battell’s.

Weather moderates.

23. Cold for a long time past, but no sleighing. Mr. Mills’ went over to
preach at Litchfield. They are destitute.

24. No preaching. I read all day. Difficult moving ; ice.

25. What time I can get reading Dr. Trumbull’'s History of Connecticut.

! There seems to have been an outbreak
at Norfolk, of the fierce democratic spirit
sitting in judgment on the minister’s rights
and privileges.

2 This is not the old shilling of the pounds,
shillings, and pence order, as we understand,
but the more modern New England shilling,
or the sixth part of a dollar. With thirty
scholars this would give five dollars a week,
which meant far more then, than the same
sum now.

3 Charles Denison.

4 Giles Pettibone was a prominent man in
town, and had been often representative to
the assembly.

3 Francis LeBaron Robbins, who carried
him down to Torringford to keep school.

¢ This is short for his brother Francis
LeBaron.

7 Samuel J. Mills, minister at Torringford
from 1769 to 1833.

* Dr. Benjamin Trumbull, minister at North
Haven, Ct., from 1760 to 1820. The first vol-
ume of his History of Commecticut had just
been published, when Mr. Robbins went to
Torringford, and was eagerly read all over-
the State. The second volume did not ap-
pear until 1818. It still remains a book of
authority, and is much prized among schol-
ars, especially Connecticut men.
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26. 1 have a very good school of youths, about twenty-five. Rainy. :

29, Very cold. Trumbull’s history very good. My father preached a
dedication sermon at Torrington."

28. At evening attended a brilliant wedding. Stayed too late.

29. The English have defeated the Dutch fleet in a great naval fight.*

30. At night received a good letter from mamma, and one from Mr. Gil-
man at Marietta. Read Newton's® Letters.

31. Pleasant weather. Good preaching. Read Zhevlogical Magasine.
Wrote a letter to mamma. Thus another year has passed over me. How do
Ifall in debt every year. I resolve and resolve and that is the most. O, for
assistance that I may live answerable to mercies received.

! Torrington is the town of which Tor- Duncan defeated the Dutch fleet under
ringford is a parish. Admiral De Winter, the latter losing fifteen
* This was the battle of Camperdown, ships.
fought Oct. 11, 1797, in which Admiral 3 Rev. John Newton
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Jaxvaxy.
1. Have a poor heart and little inclination to begin the year as a moral
agent and an accountable being ought to do.
2. At night received letters from my sister S., my cousin P. Starr, and
from Davis.
3. Much dejected in spirits. May it be a means of giving me true
humility and submission. Read in Mr. Newton’s Letters to kis Wife.
4. My school increases. Read Pope’s Homer's Ziad.*
5. Considerable snow last night and today.
6. Talked seriously to my school. Very much pleased with Homer’s
Jliad.
7. Read the Zkeological Magasine. Great things doing to Christianize the
heathen. May they be succeeded. At evening attended a singing meeting.
8. Read Stretch’s Beauties of History.* At night it snowed. Wrote home.
9. At evening began an evening school. At length a definitive treaty of
peace is concluded between France and Germany. A very good newspaper
this week.
10. Not very well. At evening wrote. Thawy weather.
11. Very cold. Read Stretch’s Beauties of History.
12. At evening had a school. Unwell for the want of sufficient exercise.
13. Heard from home. Warm. Exercised considerably.
14. At evening wrote to my sister S., and to Esther Robbins.
15. Very warm. The snow goes very fast. Read Beautics of History.
16. Yesterday a young man at Norfolk had his arm cut off; a misfortune
in bleeding.
17. A thorough January thaw. Things in France appear unfavorable to-
wards the United States. Read.
18. Had some occasion for reproof in my school. Cold.
- 19. I get tired and almost sick with my school day and evening.
20. Went to live at Mr. Mills’s. Read Mr. Strong against Universalists.’®

! The translation of Homer’s /liad by Pope  Calvinissms Improved, from the pen of Dr. Jo-
was first published by subscription from 1715 seph Huntington, of Coventry. Dr. Hunt-
to 1720, but it has appeared in many editions, ington died in 1794, and the existence of any
and found a multitude of readers in every such work was not known until after his
generation since. death. It was Universalist in its doctrine.

* L. M. Stretch’s Beauties of History, pub- It was published in 1796, and was soon fol-
lished in London 1797 and 1815. Two vol- lowed by atreatise from the pen of Dr. Nathan
umes. Strong, of Hartford, entitled, 7%¢ Doctrine of

30ne of the great theological events in  Eternal Misery Consistent with the Infinite Be-
Connecticut, near the close of the last cent- mewolenceof God. This last was the work that
ury, was the appearance of the book entitled = Mr. Robbins was reading.

49
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21. At evening went to singing meeting. Mr. M. preached closely on

Divine Sovereignty.*

22. Connecticut River is now principally open. In the afternoon rainy.

23. Very cold. Sudden changes in the weather lately. Considerable
speculation in the State concerning a Lieutenant-Governor.

24. It appears the French are about to destroy the Pope.* The French

are excessive haughty.

25. Considerably unwell. Thinking of a subject for a dialogue.

headache.

Some

26. Snowed, but warm. We have as yet had no sleighing of consequence.
27. Cold, and snowed hard all day. Talked seriously to my school.
28. Yesterday and last night the hardest storm we have had since March,

1796. People breaking paths.

29. Engaged writing a dialogue. Considerably troubled with a pain in my

jaw.

30. Pleasant weather, and excellent sleighing.

31. Towards night rode home.

Found at my father’s Uncle Starr, Peter,

etc. My father has a great deal of company.’

Fusnvany,

1. Very cold and blustering. Wrote some. My brother* does a great

deal of business as sheriff.
2. Visited the school.

Saw Combs,* the scholar, at Williams College.

3. Rode back to Torringford. Cold. Very good sleighing.
4. Mr. Mills gone to preach at Winsted, now vacant® Read all day.
My classmate King’ came here; brought a letter from Davis at Somers. I

wrote back to Davis.

5. Had a very good visit from King. Wrote on a dialogue.

6. Our commissioners in France in a very critical situation.

7. Cold, and very good sleighing. My school improves very well.

8. Extreme cold. I pray in the family in Mr. Mills’s absence.

9. Have very full evening schools. It seems the whole world is engaged

in sleighing.
ro. Heard from home.
11. At even finished my dialogue.
Commandments.

 This was a favorite topic with the New
England divines a hundred years ago.

* They did greatly cripple his temporal
power, and broke in upon it still mare in the
present century; but the Pope is not yet
destroyed.

3]t is more and more evident that the
parsonage at Norfolk was a center of many
varied influences, Streams were flowing in
and out continually,

Saw Lee’s new arithmetic. Appears pedantic.
Read. Mr. Mills preached on the Ten

4 Nathaniel Robbins.

$ There was no graduate of Williams Col-
lege by the name of Combs. He may have
been in the Academy.

¢ Rev. Ezra Woodworth, who had been
settled in Winsted in 1792, was about to leave.

7 Salmon King. He and Davis were at So-
mers, Ct., studying theology with Dr. Charles
Backus, at that time one of the most conspic-
uous theological teachers in New England.
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12,

though odd.

Mr. Bordwell,* of Kent, and wife, came here for a visit.

TEACHING AND STUDYING THEOLOGY AT TORRINGFORD. L1

Instructive,

13. Troubled some with a‘pain in my jaw. Great noise at Congréss that
Mr. Lyon has spit in Mr. Griswold’s* face.

14. Snowed considerably.
wrote.

15. Warm. At evening wrote a letter.

Mr. Bordwell preached a lecture.

Evening

Congress too much in parties.

16. Fine sleighing. Mr. Bordwell went home. Read in Levi's® Letters to

FPasne.

17. Wrote to Joseph Battell.* Wrote. Considerably unwell.
18. Mr. Mills in sermon represented Christ sold at vendue.’

logical Magazines arrived.

Cold.
The Zheo

19. The Magasine very good. The missionary spirit increasing. Wrote

very late.
20. My school does very well.

At night very cold and stormy. After long

debate in Congress, Mr. Lyon ® was not expelled.

2I.

22. Feel much better.

Quite sick all day with a pain in my jaw. Dismissed school.
Read Magasine. At evening saw S. Kingsbury
from Norfolk. My brother James sick.

23. Quite thawy all day. Snow goes very fast.

24. Talked seriously to my school.

25.
Woodward's.”

Snowed. Felt something serious.

May I do some good. Read Magasine.

At evening walked up to Dr.

26. Cold. All freezes up. Went to Col. Strong’s.® Congress conducts

ridiculously.

27.
cold. Heard from home.

28. Gave my dialogues to my school.

Divinity.™

! Rev. Joel Bordwell, minister at Kent
from 1758 to 1811, when he died. He was
graduated at Yale in 1756

* The persons engaged in the quarrel were
Mathew Lyon, of Vermont, and Roger Gris-
wold, of Connecticut. Lyon was a Democrat,
and a somewhat notorious character. Roger
Griswold was a distinguished Federalist, and
was afterwards Governor of Connecticut.

3 David Levi, a tradesman of London, of
considerable fame as a writer and man of
learning.

¢ Who afterwards was united in marriage
with Mr. Robbins's sister Sarah.

$ Mr. Mills in his pulpit performances
could say and do things, that in other men
would have se¢med odd, but were natural and
admissible with him.

Mr. Griswold and Mr. Lyon at Congress have been fighting.® Very

Conversed with Mr. Mills on

¢ There was an effort to expel him for his
low and dirty act, but the effort miscarried.
In 1801, it will be remembered that Mr. Jef-
ferson and Mr. Burr had an equal number of
electoral votes, and the man who turned the
scale for Mr. Jefferson is said to have been
this Mathew Lyon.

7 Dr. Samuel Woodward, an honored phy-
sician,

* Col. John Strong.

9 As Congress did not expel Mr. Lyon,
the affair led on to a personal encounter.

1o Mr. Mills was not so much known as a
theologian as a man of broad and general
power, with a quaint style of speaking and
writing. In those respects he was one of the
most original and well-known preachers of
his generation.
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Maxci,

1. Good sleighing. Some unwell. At evening rode over to Torrington.'
2. In the moming rode back. - Had a very good visit at Mr. Gillet’s.*

Rainy and hail.

3. My school engaged learning dialogues. Robberies and murders grow

frequent in this country.

4 At evening wrote. In the afternoon Mr. Woodworth,® of Winsted,

preached here.

5. At evening made some visits. A very great and universal cry for hay.
6. Was invited to a ball. At my evening school went deep into mathe-
matics. For equal mills, as the square of the hight of one dam multiplied

by its quantity of water, so is another.

7. Much distressed with my old pain in my jaw. Wrote.

8. My boys spoke one dialogue.
short dialogue.

Poor but hopeful. In evening wrote a

9. Quite warm. The sleighing seems to be going.
1o. Sap runs a little, Mr. Hallock* came here from Simsbury to preach.

Some awakening up the country.

11. A very uncomfortable storm. At night wrote on an oration for my

exhibition.

12. At evening had a peculiar interview with

gone.

. The sleighing is

13. Went to board at Col. Strong’s.* Finished my night-school.
14. Saw Uncle Starr. Mr. Griswold,® of New Milford, has published a

piece defaming that association.

15. Saw Mr. Judson, of Sheffield. Wrote home. Merchants break very
frequently. The King’ of Prussia is dead.

16. Dreadful stirring. People begin to make sugar.

17. Walked up to see Bissell,® formerly a scholar at our house. Many
people are going up to Winsted to have the small-pox.

18. Saw Josiah Battell. Roads and turnpikes very much the rage of the

day.

! Torrington Centre was a few miles from
Torringford.

2 Alexander Gillet, native of East Granby,
graduate at Yale in 1770; settled in Wolcott,
Ct., 1773 to 1791; settled in Torrington 1792
to 1826

3 Church in Winsted organized in 1790;
Ezra Woodworth, first pastor from 1792 to
1799

4 Rev. Jeremiah Hallock, pastor at Can-
ton Centre from 1785 to 1826. He received
the degree of A.M. from Yale in 1788.

5 Col. John Strong, a native of Windsor,

Ct., born in 1733, and one of the early settlers
on the west side of Torrington.

¢ Rev. Stanley Griswold was a native of
Torringford, graduated at Yale in 1786, set-
tled at New Milford in 1790, and dismissed
in 1802. While pastor at New Milford he
embraced Unitarian sentiments, and involved
himself and his church in a course of disci-
pline.

7 Frederick William IIL.

® The second settler in Torringford was
Benjamin Bissell, who went there in 1745.
His descendants were numerous.
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19. My school much engaged preparing for exhibition. Griffin,’ a coliege

acquaintance, called to see me.

20. There is every appearance that the French are determined to go to

Great Britain.

Our commissioners not like to do anything.

21. Parties high at Congress. Went to board at Mr. Battell’s.® A hard

storm.

22. At evening my children® spoke their dialogues very well.

for sugar.
23. At night rode out.

Poor weather

Got some warm sugar.

24. Took a very affectionate leave of my school. A peculiar scene.
Made out the school-bill; a great job. Very stormy.

25. The winter breaking up. Very bad going.

26. Helped my boys to make a stage in the meeting-house.* Fixed things

in good order.

All feel much engaged in the exhibition.

27. We had, I think, the best exhibition of a school I ever saw. All my

own composition.

I closed with an oration.

At night had an agreeable

company at Mrs. Battell's, My father came down, brought me a horse, and

attended the exhibition.

28. My wages for thirteen weeks, boarding myself (which was low),* were

sixty dollars. People paid me very cheerfully.

yesterday.
29. Rode home.
riding.
30.

Very warm; snow goes very fast.

Had a great audience

Snow in the road a great part of the way. Dangerous

My cousin, G. Thompson,® must

die soon by reason of his intemperance; very stupid.

31.

My sister B.’s family more peaceable.

The streams very high. I think

I gain constantly in the knowledge of geography and history.

ArriL.

1. My father exhibited the proclamation for a Fast.
are in great danger of internal commotions.

has heretofore.

2. Wrote the former transactions of my life.
diary. Rainy. The season is backward. A good deal of snow yet.

little sugar weather.
will die.

Our nation and State
May God save this nation as he

Finished my first little
Very

A very great scarcity of hay. Danger that many cattle
A very great spirit of litigation prevails; eight hundred cases before

the present county court. I had a very agreeable school at Torringford.

They improved beyond all expectation.

! George Griffin, in the class of 1797 at
Yale.

* William Battell.

3 The younger scholars of the school, for
whom he had written a special dialogue.

4 In the old New England towns, the meet-
ing-house had to serve for almost all public
occasions.

My connection with them was very

5 That is, his board was low, probably not
more than a dollar a week. .

¢ Irene Robbins, of Branford, Ct., sister of
Rev. Ammi Ruhamah Robbins, married Mr.
G. D. Thompson. G. Thompson is doubt-
less one of her sons. His mother was
living at this time at Plymouth, Massa.
chusetts.
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\
agreeable. I was never irritated or spoke a cross word to one of them. Their
affection and esteem for me appeared to be no less than I had for them.
They were generally from fourteen to eighteen years of age; and on the

whole I do not believe there is a more agreeable school in the country.
3. There has been a good deal of cider® made this spring, as well as in
the winter thaws. Dreadful going. Attended the concert of prayer. It

SNOWS.

4. Difficulties in my father's church. Parties in Congress seem to be
permanently fixed. The French take our vessels at a great rate.
5. Reading Montesquieu’s Spirit of Laws® Wrote to the printer at

Hartford.

6. Fast day. My heart very cold in the duties of religion. A young

child died in town with a scald.

7. The Democrats made a great stir in this State to influence the ensuing

election for Congress.

Read Mosheim’s History.

8. Read History of Redemption. Quite warm. The ground settles very

fast.

9. In consequence of some late news from Congress, handbills were sent
last night from Litchfield through the country. They had a very good effect.
The Democrats® had scarcely any votes ; not one here.

10. The President of the United States* has issued a proclamation for a

National Fast.
II.
May I retain.
12,
a degree in commotion.
13. Worked considerably.

Rainy.

15.
preached there.

Began to read Prideaux’s® Commections. Rainy.

Opened a potato hole ; half rotten.
Finished Mosheim’s Eclesiastical History® YVery good and useful.

Our country seems in

Drove plough; caught cold. »
14. Troubled some with rheumatism. Metallic points useful.

Read.

Mr. Morgan, about to settle at North Canaan, preached here, my father

16. Read Prideaux. Streams very high. It seems that the country will

be almost ruined by litigation.

* The family cider was regarded as one of
the essentials of life, and if it could not be
made in the fall, it must be made in the
spring. We remember that apples were buried
in the fall. Out of these probably the spring
cider was made.

2 Esprit des Lois first publisbed in 1748.
“One of the most laborious books ever writ-
ten.”

3 Connecticut was then very strongly Fed-
eral.

4 Second year of President John Adams’s
administration.

$ It will be remembered that Mr. Robbins

has been reading Mosheim’s Kcclesiastical His.
tory for some months. Mosheim died in 1755,
at the age of sixty-one, while connected with
the University of Gottingen. His works were
first translated into English in 1764, but a
much better edition was furnished by our
own countryman, Dr. James Murdock, in
1845

¢ Dr. Humphrey Prideaux, whose Con-
nection of the Old and New Testament with the
History of the Jews and Neighboring Nations
has been of such service to scholars. He
was born at Padstow in Comwall, England,
in 1648, and died in 1724.
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17. Very cold for the season, Ground so frozen that it can’t be plowed.
Bought Dr. Trumbull’'s History of Connecticut.

18. The papers give us the instructions to the French commissioners, and
the accounts received from them. France determines all nations shall be
tributaries. War seems inevitable. Worked some. Connecticut River has
not been known so high for many years. Universally the streams are at a
very unusual hight. The great depth of the frost has made a long season of

mud, and almost impossible to move. The ground not settled yet. We have
had a very long and severe winter. I think the longest, though not the cold-

est, I can remember.

1g. Warm. At night finished the first part of Prideaux’s History.

20. Yesterday we had the melancholy news of the death of our cousin,
George Thompson.! He died of a kind of a consumption occasioned by his
licentious life. A great deal of rain this spring.

21. My mamma much troubled with complaints, nervous, etc. Quite un-
well. Quite warm. Made a syrup to drink for the salt-rheum.

22. Rainy. I grow better in health since I came from Torringford.

23. Read the History of Connecticut.® Worked considerably.

24. My father went to Stockbridge to be doctored for his old difficulty.

Public news very interesting.

25. My father returned without effecting anything. Worked pretty hard.
26. Worked. Made a very good great gate for a fence.
27. Very hot. Our National Fast is put off by reason of our election.

28. A very hot and growing time.
of the American Revolution. Read it.

On the 24th bought Ramsay’s * History

29. A man at Southington lately died with the hydrophobia. Missionary

societies I fear will be too common.*

30. Quite warm. A family in town poisoned eating herbs. Read

Ramsay’s History.
Mav.

1. Worked. Put on linen clothes for the first time. Extremely hot.

2. The conduct of the French towards this country is nearly equal to a
declaration of war. In the afternoon a very great shot of rain.*

3. My classmate King® came here to make me a visit. Afternoon he
preached a lecture. The first preacher in the class.

* Vide note on March joth ult.

* Trumbull’s.

3 David Ramsay, M. D., born April 2, 1749,
in Lancaster, Penn., graduated at Princeton
College in 1765, settled in Charleston, S. C.,
as a physician, and became eminent. His
History of the American Revolution in two vol-
umes, published in 1789.

4 If there was danger of this when he
wrote, what shall we say now? But his fear

was quite unnecessary.
5 We have once before, at least, had this

expression “shot of rain.” The word must
have been used in those days to signify a
sudden and powerful shower, perhaps accom-
panied with high winds.

¢ Salmon King, who had been studying
with Dr. Charles Backus, of Somers. He
had recently been licensed (April 10) by the
Tolland Association. *“The first preacher

in the class” means simply that he was the .

first one of the Yale class of 1796 to receive
his license to preach. It was not yet two years
since he was graduated at Yale College.
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4. Wrote a letter to Uncle Robbins. My brother J. came from Hartford,
having been after shad.* Good luck; one weighed above six pounds.

5. My father bought a number of apple-trees at 144. each. Worked a
good deal setting them out. Read in Peter Pindar.*

6. If it be such a trial to be excluded from the visible church, what will

it be at last?

7. Worked. Making a fence round the house.

tarried here going to election.

likely got it.
9. My father went to election.
for the Fast.

Dr. West came and

The Democrats in this country lose ground fast.
8. A great struggle in the State of New York for Governor.
My father had a small building drained.

This is the day in all the States but this
May God hear the prayers of his people.

Mr. Jay has

10. Rained a little. The young people here very fond of balls; chil-

dren too.

11. Finished the fence before the house. Jonathan Trumbull® is chosen
Governor, and John Treadwell,* being the highest, is put in Lieutenant-Gov-

ernor of this State,

12. Pettibone® at Williams College, from this town, dangerously sick.
His friends gone up. My father went to Canaan to preach.
13. Mr. Farrand® preached here; seventy-eight years old. Holds his age

remarkably.

14. Got the water on the mowing. The trees in full bloom.

weather steadily.

Cool

15. Dr. Elisha North thinks of settling in this town. Read Ramsay’s
History. Disturbances at Philadelphia at the late Fast.
16. This day the Fast was attended through this State. Pretty full meeting

here. The first National Fast since I can remember.”

Pettibone like to live.

17. Received a letter from my classmate Noble at Williamstown. Wrote

to Sally Battell.

18. Read Ramsay. A very dry and cool season.

* May was the month for filling the Con-
necticut shad barrel, or barrels, for the year.

* Peter Pindar was Dr. John Wolcott, of
England, born at Dodbrooke, Devonshire, in
1738, and dying in 1819. He was a very bold
and effective satirist, and George III, Dr.
Samuel Johnson, Boswell, and many others,
felt the sharp arrows of his wit.

3 Jonathan Trumbull, of Lebanon, chosen
Governor of Connecticut in 1798, to take the
place of Gov. Oliver Wolcott, who died near
the close of 1797, was the son of the famous
Gov. Jonathan Trumbull of the Revolution-
ary period. He was chosen each year for
eleven years, till his death in 1809. He and

his father were both graduates of Harvard.

College.

4 John Treadwell was of Farmington, and
after the death of Gov. Trumbull just named,
was Governor for two years. He was the
first President of the American Board of
Foreign Missions.

5 Sereno Pettibone, who recovered from
this illness, and graduated at Williams Col-
lege in 1800,

¢ Rev. Daniel Farrand had been settled
at Canaan forty-six years, at the time of this
preaching. He remained five years longer,
till his death in 1803.

7 Our autumnal Thanksgivings have now
all become National as well as State appoint-
ments, but a National Fast has not occurred,
as we remember, since the close of the War
of the Rebellion.
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19. Worked a little at planting. The water very useful for the mowing.
20. Read Dr. West® on Jnfant Baptism. Some seriousness in some parts

of the town.

21. Very warm. Read Ramsay. Rode.
22. Every preparation is making in the United States for war.* War be-

tween France and Switzerland.

23. Pettibone at college recovering. Worked some.

Unwell.

24. Finished Ramsay’s History. One of the most entertaining histories I

ever read. Had a pair of boots made.

25. Rained a good deal.

We have had none of consequence before since

the 2d of the month. Read Peter Pindar.

26. Quite cool.

Rode to Torringford with my sister Sally.’

Mr. Griswold,

of North Milford, has ruined his character by imprudence.*

27.
Hartland, a third sermon.

In the morning a little frost. Mr. Mills preached, and Mr. Gaylord,* of

28. A very hard rainy day. My friends at Torringford quite affectionate.
Weighed one hundred and twenty-two pounds.

29. So rainy I could not ride home.

30. Rode home with my sister.
the French. Traded considerably.
3L
and wet.
June.
1. Had some clothes made.
2. Worked a little at highways.

week, but the Sabbath.

3. My father exchanged with Mr. Morgan® at Canaan.

attention to religion prevails here.

Got all my pay for schooling.

Switzerland seems fast falling a prey to

Read. Streams very high. A bad time for seeds to grow. Cold

Pained with a whitlow on a finger.
Our representatives returned from the
assembly. Went to see Pettibone; recovering.

It has rained every day this

A very great in-

4. Finished reviewing Dr. Ramsay. Mr. Backus’s election sermon this

year extraordinary.

5. Wrote a letter to my classmate Noble.

Rode to Canaan with my father

to attend an installation. Saw my classmate Denison? at Canaan. The French
everywhere triumphant, are excessively haughty and proud; every exertion is
making to invade England, in which Spain and Holland will assist. Their
projects in all parts, especially to the East, are romantic. The balance of
Europe seems destroyed ; what will be the event is left with the wise Disposer

of all events.

* This was not Dr. Stephen West, of Stock-
bridge, but Dr. Samuel West, of New Bed-
ford, Mass.

? Notwithstanding all the ominous signs
growing out of the hostile movements of Eu-
ropean nations, we were happily saved from
war, in those years.

3 Sally is Sarah Robbins.

4 Vide previous note.

% Rev. Nathaniel Gaylord, first minister of
‘West Hartland, settled from 1782 to 1841, fifty-
nine years. He graduated at Yale in 1774.

¢ Rev. Solomon Morgan, about to be in-
stalled at North Canaan. .

7 Charles Denison, of the class of 1796 at
Yale.
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6. Mr. Morgan was installed at North Canaan.*
down to my brother Ammi’s.
7. Rode home; quite wet.
in Canaan so high.

8. Read Dr. Trumbull’s Hésfory. A late conspiracy is discovered, the
most formidable in the records of time.*? The wet weather is extraordinary.
On the last day of May Connecticut River was higher at Hartford than it has
been for twelve years, except this last spring. Whole fields of summer crops

Rode- with my sister

Had a good visit. I never saw the streams

destroyed.

9. Rode some.
fortnight of wet.
* 10. Felt very serious.

We have at length got fair weather after more than a

The churches in the country apparently declining.

At evening wrote to Sally Battell,® Torringford.
11. Rode to Goshen, and back for my brother N4 My brother A’ quite

sick with the colic.
12. Rode to Canaan.

My mamma went over to Canaan.
My brother low, but getting better.

Warm.

13. Rode home with my mamma. Mr. Adams, of Canaan, much afflicted

with my father’s disorder.

14. Dr. North,® of Goshen, came to our house and operated upon my father

for his disorder. Quite warm.

15. Rode up to Stockbridge from Sheffield in the stage, to live with Dr.

West.”

16. Began to read Jones’s® Canon of the New Zestament. May 1 be directed

in my studies this summer.
17. Read the Magazine and Bible.
18. Read steadily.
study.

I fear I don’t know my own heart.
My health very good, but I fear it will be impaired by

19. A number of ministers with Dr. West went to Williamstown to

association.
20. Very warm.

! Rev. Solomon Morgan was installed June
6, over the church in North Canaan, where
he remained till his death in 1804. He had

been previously settled in Voluntown, now

Sterling, Ct.

2 “ CORRESPONDING SOCIETY OF LONDON
was formed about the year 1791, to spread
liberal opinions, and check the tyranny of the
British government, then much alarmed by
the French Revolution. Horne Tooke and
other members were tried and acquitted,
October, 1794. The meetings of the society
at Copenhagen Fields and elsewhere in Octo-
ber and November, 1796, were termed trea-
sonable. On April 21, 1798, Messrs. O’Con-
nor, O’Coigley, and others, were tried for
corresponding with the French Directory, and

Political union in the country very much increases. The

James O’Coigley was executed as a traitor,
protesting his innocence, on June 7th.”—
Haydn's Dictionary of Dates, New York, 1878,
P- 148.

3 Afterwards married to Dr. Abel Mc-
Ewen, of New London.

¢ Nathaniel Robbins.

S Ammi Ruhamah, of Canaan.

¢ Dr. Elisha North, who has been before
spoken of as having thoughts of settling as a
physician in Norfolk.

7 Dr. Stephen West, of Stockbridge.

® William Jones, of England, known as
“ Trinity Jones” or “ Jones of Wayland,” a
clergyman of the Church of England, and a
voluminous writer. He was born at Lowick,
England, 1726, and died in 1800,
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President of the United States has addresses constantly from all parts of the

country, of support, etc.
21. A growing season.

Ministers returned. Read Jones.

Wrote some.

At Williamstown yesterday the thermometer rose to ninety-six.
22. A distressing thought that I have tried all my days to dishonor God.

A very growing season. Dry.

23. All negotiation with France seems to be at an end. Two of our en-
voys' have left Paris, one has arrived at New York. War seems begun.:

Finished reading Jones's Camon. Wrote a letter to Esther Robbins.

into the water.
24. Last night a very fine shower.
Infidel Philosophy.* Warm.

25. In the moming Dr. West told me I must write a sermon.
set apart the day to fasting and prayer.
Wrote to my friend Davis® at Somers.
26. Began to write a sermon on John iii: 5.

humility !

green peas.

27. Wrote most of the day. O, for assistance.
Suited myself better than I expected. Today

28. Finished my sermon.

Went

Read in Dr. Dwight’s sermons against

1 therefore
Trust I had some help. O, for
Read newspaper, etc. Had

Towards night walked out.

I suppose there is an ordination at Sandisfield. Fine weather.
29. On the 29th made a commonplace book. Received a letter from my

sisters.

In afternoon Mr. Shepard,* of Lenox, preached a lecture here.

30. Read Jones's® Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity. 1 have four first cousins

in college ;* their fathers all educated at Yale, none of these there.

Two at

Harvard, one at Providence, and one at Williams. Attended a funeral of a

young woman died in town.

Joy.

1. Read the Bible.

At night a hard shower.

There seems to be as

much religion in this as in most any town.

2. Excessive hot.
at eighty-eight.

The thermometer rose to ninety-two; yesterday it was
I could not be comfortable in any place with most of my

clothes off. Wrote on the question: Does the Absolute Dependence of the
Creature Tend to Unconcern and Security ?’?

! The three envoys to France were John
Marshall, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, and
Elbridge Gerry. The two former were re-
quested by the French government to leave
the country, while Elbridge Gerry was al-
lowed to remain. :

? Two sermons on the Nature and Danger
of Infidel Philosophy addressed to the candi-
dates for the Baccalaureate in Yale College,
1797.

3 Henry Davis, his classmate at Yale, who
is still at Somers studying theology with Dr.
Charles Backus.

4 Rev. Samuel Shepard, D. D., minister
at Lenox from 1794 to his death, January s,
1846, a native of Chatham, Ct., and a gradu-
ate of Yale 1793.

$ William Jones, just before noticed as
the author of the Canon of the Scriptures.

¢ These were Samuel Prince Robbins, of
Harvard, Lewis Gould, of Harvard, Lemuel
LeBaron, of Brown, and Peter Starr, of
Williams.

7 This was one of the questions in the-
ology which Dr. West had probably given
him as a step in his theological training.
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3. Read Jenyn's Origin of Euvil!

shower while we were at meeting.

4. Independence is celebrated in almost every town.

[1798.
Attended the concert. A violent

A great frolic.

Wrote a piece on Decrees to send to Williamstown.
5. Wrote letters to my Uncle Robbins, and to cousin Sam. P. Robbins.*

Yesterday a man was very much hurt with a cannon at Lenox.

killed himself in Washington.

A man lately

6. Wrote on the question, Does Repentance Imply a Willingness to be

Cast off Forever?’
7. Very barren in composition.

Began a sermon on Rom. v: 1.
O, for divine assistance, without which

I can do nothing. Began a sermon on Rom. iii: 19. Wrote a piece for the
newspaper on the ball in this town July 4th.

8. Wrote some. Read the Bible.

Wrote at meeting.
9. Wrote almostall day. My piece published in the paper.

Wrote a letter

to my cousin P. Starr at Williams College, and sent my piece on Decrees.

10. Finished my sermon on Rom. iii: 19. Walked out.

11. Troubled with the headache.

Quite cool.

Read Edwards’s Religious Apfections.*

The people in this country generally very Federal on the Fourth of July.

People generally wear cockades.

Received a letter from my father.

12, Wrote letters to my father and my brother A. Wrote on a sermon.
Democrats in Congress very impudent.

13. Attended the funeral of a woman who died of a consumption. At
night Mr. Weeks® and Mr. Smith, candidates, came here and lodged. People

haying generally.

14. The Delaware, sloop of war, has taken a French privateer of twelve

guns and seventy men.
glorious success, under God.
15. Read the Bible.

May this, our first stroke of war, be a prelude to a

I am very hardened and stupid. I think it is un-
lawful for Christians to marry any other.
16. Finished my sermon on Rom. v: 1.

It took me full three days. Con-

gress has declared treaties with France void. A man lately died in London

aged thirty-one.

His hight seven feet and nine inches!!!

17. Read Edwards’s Religious Affections. Received a letter from my cousin

Starr at Williams College.

Made a visit at Mr. Sedgwick’s.®
18. Quite wet and cool for the season.

Congress has passed an excellent

sedition bill ; in the House of Representatives forty-four to forty-one.

19. Wrote a letter to Mr. Day,’” tutor at Williams College.

sermon on Luke xii: 36.

! Soame Jenyn. His works, including
above, published in 1790, in four volumes.

2 Dr. Chandler Robbins, of Plymouth, and
his son.

3 This was one of the tough theological
points which students had to settle in their
own minds in those days.

4 Pres. Edwards’s treatise on the Religious
Affections was first published in 1746.

Begun a

S Holland Weeks, settled in 1799, at Wa-
terbury, Ct. Graduated at Dartmouth in 1795,
and received the honorary degree of A.M.
at Yale in 1800.

¢ Hon. Theodore Sedgwick, a native of
West Hartford, Ct., a man eminent in many
ways.

7 Jeremiah Day, D. D., LL. D, afterwards
President of Yale College from 1817 to 1846.
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20. Wrote considerably. In afternoon walked out.

harvest.
21.
wet for about a fortnight.
22.
monly preaches forty-five minutes.

23.

At evening visited Esq. Bacon.'
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People beginning to

Warm. The weather has been very cool for the season and pretty
Worked with Dr. West in hay.

Tired.
Read the Bible. Dr. West com-

Finished my sermon on Luke xii: 36. We had cucumbers. The

President of the United States has formally dismissed all French consuls,

which closes all connection with France.

On the 16th Congress closed the

longest and most important session under our present Constitution.
24. Read Mason® on Self Knowledge. Mr. Hooker, of Goshen, here.

Warm.

25. Wrote a lengthy letter to Esther Robbins; another to my sister S.

Finished reading Mason.
26. Failed of sending my letters.

Received a letter from Mr. Tutor Day.

My piece that I lately wrote for the paper is published in Porcupine’s Gazette.

Began a sermon on Isa. xxviii: 18.

27. Never had such a view of divine wrath. Unfortunate in composing.

28. Wrote considerably.

some in the Greek Testament.
30. Rode up to Williamstown.

Excessive hot.
29. Mr. Shepard,® of Lenox, preached here. Very warm; rainy.

Went into the water.
Read

Very kindly received. The new college

and new meeting-house go on fast. The former good, the latter elegant.

3I.

Attended the examination of the Seniors.

I examined some.* Much

less Democracy here than there was two years ago.

AvuGUsT.
1. Examined a good deal.
amination.

I think I never saw a class pass a better ex-
All were admitted for degrees; twenty-eight in all.’ At evening
attended an exhibition of the societies.

2. Rode down to Stockbridge. Made a visit to Mr. Goodwin's® at Lenox.

Very warm.

! John Bacon, native of Canterbury, Ct.,
graduate of Princeton College, 1765, first a
minister, and settled over the old South
Church, Boston, from 1771 to 1775, then an
able lawyer, resident at Stockbridge.

2 John Mason, of Cheshunt, Hartfordshire,
Eng.

3 Samuel Shepard, D. D.

¢ His school-teaching had doubtless fur-
bished up his mind, so that asking questions
was .
$ This was the fourth class graduating at
Williams College, and was a large advance
on the previous classes as to numbers. Mr.
Robbins states the number as twenty-eight;
but on the Zrienmmial Catalogue it stands
thirty. Probably one or two members who

were not able to graduate on Commencement
Day were afterwards admitted to the bach-
elor’s degree.

¢ The following is fuller information re-
specting Mr. Goodwin, of Lenox, spoken of
in note under date, Jan. 4, 1796. His name
was Joseph Goodwin, and he was the son of
Benjamin and Hannah (LeBaron) Goodwin.
He was born in Boston, Dec. 26, 1761, and
in 1784 married Susannah Keith, of Easton,
Mass. He removed to Lenox in 1785, where
he was engaged in the iron manufacture, and
was president of the Berkshire bank. He
represented the town of Lenox in the Massa-
chusetts Legislature for thirteen years. He
removed to Hudson, N. Y., in 1811, and died
there in 1822,
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3. Quite unwell with my journey. Received a letter from my cousin S.
P. Robbins. President Willard® not like to live. Unable to officiate at
Commencement. Jerome,” from Williams College, came here to study. We

had green corn.

4. Finished my sermon on Isa. xxviii: 18. Read Magazine.
5. Read considerably. Rainy weather. The missionary ship, Duff, has

been heard of at Canton.

6. Finished reading President Edwards’s Religious Affections. The Eng-
lish clergy are making resolves to observe Sabbath better than they have

done.

7. Read Toogood’s® answer to Mr. White on Dissenting from the Estab-

lished Church. Walked out.

8. Began a sermon on Psalm xlvi: 10. Very hot; last week and this the
heat of harvest. Generally in country good.
9. Finished my sermon I began yesterday. The heat almost makes me

sick. Can hardly keep about.

10. Finished reading Toogood. A very growing season. My former

classmate, B. Fowler,* called to see me.

For three days the heat has been

excessive. The thermometer at about ninety-two and one half each day.

11. Almost sick with the heat.

12. Finished reading the Bible in course, which I began about the begin-

ning of the last year.

13. Read President Stiles’s® election sermon. Wrote a letter to my friend

Davis at Somers.

14. Read some manuscripts between Mr. Bacon® of this town and Dr.

Hopkins” on the Atonement.

15. Read Robinson’s Progfs of a Conspiracy. Quite warm. Grasshop-

pers very thick.

16. Began a sermon on Rom. vii: 24. A cloud seems to be thickening in
Europe, soon to burst on France. *Ye shall hear of wars,” etc.

17. Steadily warm. Dr. Sargeant’s daughter taken very crazy. Walked out.

18. Finished my sermon on Rom. vii: 24. Went into the water. Received
a letter from my classmate Denison, tutor at Williams College.

19. Sickness begins to prevail considerably at Philadelphia. ‘The Presi-

! President Joseph Willard, of Harvard
College. His disease, whatever it was, did
not then prove fatal. He lived six years
longer, dying in 1804.

? Amasa Jerome, who was graduated at
Williams that year. The Seniors were dis-
missed to prepare for Commencement, and
he came there probably to write his oration.
He was afterwards pastor at New Hartford,
Ct.

3 Rev. Charles Toogood, a dissenting min-
ister, wrote a reply to a sermon published by
Rev. Thomas White, on the religious advan-

tages afforded by the Church of England to
her communicants.

4 Bancroft Fowler, his classmate at Yale,
afterward Professor at Bangor Theological
Seminary.

3 This sermon of Pres. Stiles was preached
in 1783, just at the close of the Revolution-
ary War, and was memorable as a highly pa-
triotic and historical production.

6 John Bacon, Esq., already noticed as
once pastor of the Old South Church, Bos-
ton.

7 Dr. Samucl Hopkins, of Newport, R. I.
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dent of the United States received with unfeigned respect in all places from
Philadelphia to his home at Braintree.

20. Wrote a letter to my friend E. Watson, New York. Wrote in my
common-place. Read the History of Popery.

21. Wrote to Denison at Williams Collegs. Last night Mr. Williston,' the
missionary, stayed here. He has the greatest appearance of piety and zeal of
any man I ever saw. Began a sermon on Isa. xxvi: 4.

22. Wrote in the afternoon ; attended the funeral of an elderly man. Till
now, it has been steadily hot for about three weeks.

23. Wrote. At noon my friend Davis came here. Just begun to preach.
Rode to Lenox with him, called, etc. He is courting at Williamstown.

24. Wrote a piece for the paper here, addressed to the President and
Trustees of Williams College. Read Robinson’s Proofs of a Conspiracy.’

25. Finished my sermon on Isa. xxvi: 4. Read Robinson. Warm.
Yellow fever prevails at Philadelphia.

26. Excessive hot. Read the Bible. I almost fear at times I am out of
the reach of divine mercy.

27. Began a sermon on Jer. viii: 20. Wrote home. Read Lowman®
on the Revelation.

28. Wrote to Davis at Williamstown. Comfortable weather.

29. On the 27th my piece came out in the paper. Bonaparte is blocked
up in Corsica by a British fleet. Rebellion high in Ireland. Rebels lost six
thousand in one battle. Dr. Edwards here.

30. Finished my sermon on Jer. viii: 2zo. Cool weather.

31. Read Lowman.* An excellent book. Afternoon attended a sacra-
mental lecture. “ The summer is ended,” and O may I not add the rest of the
text with too great propriety.

SEPTEMBER.

1. Began a sermon on Eph. iv: 24. Finished Robinson’s Progfs of a
Conspiracy. Laus Deo, that that conspiracy has been detected.

2. Read Lowman.

3. In the moming my father came here and went on to Williamstown
with Dr. West. Saw my brother James. :

4. Rode to Williamstown; very tired. My brother J. admitted into
college ; passed a good examination. At even attended an exhibition of part
of the Senior Class. I think I have been injured, but O may I feel that God
works all things. .

5. The Seniors exhibited very well. In the new meeting-house. An

3 This was doubtless Seth Williston, a a time, but was found not to rest on truth.
graduate of Dartmouth College in 1791. (See note June 8, 1798.)

2 John Robison (not Robinson). Proofs 3 Rev. Moses Lowman, an eminent dis-
of a Conspsracy against all the Religions and  senting minister in England, of the last cent-
Governments of Europe carried on in the Secret ury. Among other works he wrote 4 Para-
Meetings of Free Masons, Illuminati, and Read-  phrase and Notes on the Revelation of St. John.
ing Socseties. This book had a great run for London, 1737 and 1791.
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agreeable Commencement. Many people. Kindly entertained at Esq.
Noble’s. Saw and conversed with Davis.

6. Directed my father to propound me for a member of his church next
Sabbath.! I fear I have gone wrong. O for light, particularly the knowledge
of my own heart. Rode down to Lenox; stayed at Mr. Goodwin’s. Very

tired.
7. Rode down to Stockbridge.

At even Dr. West and my father came .

here. The corporation had a hard struggle to reintroduce Dr. Hopkins’s

system as a classic, but could not.?
8. My father went off. Wrote.

Read. Rebellion in Ireland runs high.

The French conduct intolerably everywhere.

9. Finished reading Lowman on the Revelation. An excellent book. A
species of Illuminatism in Leyden, near Deerfield.

ro. Pretty warm. Finished my sermon on Eph. iv: 24, which is my tenth,

and which concludes my study of divinity under an immediate instructor.!
Have lived very happily at Dr. West’s, and I hope received much good in-
struction. Parted with him at night affectionately. Board twelve weeks, six-
teen dollars.*

11. Rode to Sheffield in the stage; from there home on horseback.
Sickly at Sheffield. Sickness rages at Philadeiphia, New York, New London,
and some at Boston. Forty thousand said to be moved out of Philadelphia,

and above fifty die some days.®

12. Rode out with my father and attended a conference. Much affected.

Very dry season.

13. My parents preparing to go their journey next week. Read some.

Wrote.

14. Worked some. Very little fruit this fall.

15. Quite warm. I think this is the best year for Indian corn that I ever
saw. Set apart this day for fasting and prayer for a preparation for the solemn
covenant which I expect to enter into tomorrow.

16. My father preached upon the Qualifications for Communion. I this
day entered into the most solemn and important covenant that I ever have or
shall in this world. Last evening my brother A. and wife® came here to go

to Plymouth. Very hot.

! Up to this time, notwithstanding all his
religious exercises and emotions he has not
felt himself worthy to be a member of the
church.

2 It will be remembered that Hopkins's
System of Drvinity was thrown out from being
a text-book at Williams College two years
before.

3 The old system of theological instruction
was very short as compared with the modern
seminary course. But Mr. Robbins had stud-
ied before at Mr. Judson’s at Sheffield, and a
little at Torringford.

4 This board bill, which probably included
instruction, shows the simplicities of the old
New England times.

5 The yellow fever “raged with unparal-
leled violence in Philadelphia in October.
1762. . . This fever again spread great dev-
astation at Philadelphia in July, 1793, carry-
ing off several thousand. It again appeared
in October, 1797, and spread its ravages over
the northern coast of America in September,
1798.” — Haydw's Dictionary of Dates.

¢ They came from Canaan, and stopped
over night.
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17. This moming my parents, my brother A. and his wife set off for Plym-
outh in a wagon.' May God give them a prosperous journey. Wrote to
Uncle Robbins.

18. Reading the fifth volume of Rollin’s Ancient History, which I have not
read before.

19. Whitewashed. Finished Rollin. Rained some. The season very dry.

20. Wrote. Not very well. Bache,” a Democratic printer in Philadelphia,
of the paper Aurora, is dead. The yellow fever rages very much in Philadel-
phia and New York. In the former about fifty or sixty die daily; in the
latter about forty.

21. Rainy. Worked some making a fence, Read Prideaux’s Connections.

22. Rode to Colebrook to see Dr. Edwards. In the afternoon worked
getting in rowen.

23. No preaching. I read.® There seems to be some hopeful religious
attention at Torringford.

24. Read Prideaux. Cool and dry. Few apples.

25. Rode with Dr. Edwards to Cornwall through Watertown. The asso-
ciation began my examination.*

26. My examination was lengthy (about three and one half hours) and
particular. Was licensed unanimously to preach the gospel. May I never
forget my insufficiency, and constantly look to the infinite fountain for help.
This moming there was some frost, which is the first we have had. Afternoon
rode to Warren with Uncle Starr. If it were not God’s will that I should
become a preacher, I trust that I sincerely wished that I might not be
licensed ; but as I was licensed unanimously, I humbly hope that it is God’s
will. Newspaper, under the head of New Haven, Sept. 1gth, says: Died
in this city of a lingering decay, Mr. Ebenezer Lines,® in the eighty-first year
of his age, well known to the public for his feats of strength and activity in

his younger days, and for a fund of wit and humor through his whole life.

27. In the afternoon rode home.
common. Today at Norfolk.

28. Pretty cool.

29. Very cool for the season.
by exchange with Mr. Hooker.®

30. Felt disagreeably in the morning. Had a pretty good night.

! The fact that he mentions the wagon,
implies that journeys of this sort were then
more commonly made on horseback.

2 Benjamin Franklin Bache, whose paper,
the Axrora, opposed Washington in his ad-
ministration, and was now opposing Adams.

3 He had sermons enough, but he had not
yet been licensed to preach.

¢ It was the Litchfield North Association,
by which he was examined and licensed.
The length of his examination shows that the

Regimental trainings very frequent and

Attend to scholars. Made some blackball.
In the afternoon rode to Goshen to preach

Preached

associations were accustomed to do their work
thoroughly.

5 When in college, in New Haven, Mrs.
Jeremiah Townsend, a widow, with whom the
writer boarded, used to tell out of her own
knowledge and experience (for her memory
reached back before the Revolution) many
funny stories of this Mr. Ebenezer Lines.

6 Rev. Asahel Hooker, minister at Goshen
from 1791 to 1810, known as an excellent
theological teacher,
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both parts of the day; succeeded better than I expected. After I began I
felt considerable freedom ; trust I had divine assistance. O may I never be
insensible of the infinite importance of the work, and of my own great
insufficiency.

OcToBER.

1. Rode home. Quite warm. Sold some fat cattle of my father’s! Dys-
entery prevails considerably in country.

2. Sickness in our cities seems to increase. It seems to fall remarkably
upon printers — Bache, editor of the Aurora, Philadelphia, Greenleaf, editor of
Argus, New York, Fenno, editor of Gazette of the United States, Philadelphia,
Webster, printer at Philadelphia, McLean, an editor of the New York Gasette,
New York, and some others.

3. In New London about ten or twelve die in a week. Read Prideaux.

4. Worked some. Bonaparte is on the sea, and will probably experience
a reverse of his success.

5. Worked. Making a walk before the house.

6. It has been very warm all the week. It rained some.
some clothes made.

7. One of the most rainy days I ever saw, which we wanted very much.
Preached both parts of the day.® Tired.

8. Rainy. Dysentery prevails some in the country. Finished my black-
ball; very good.

9. Worked considerably. The weather warm after the storm.

10. Rode to the south part of, the town to attend a conference. Preached.
Sickness more than ever in our cities.

11. Wrote. Rode about town. At night we had a great husking. Corn
very good universally. I think the best year for it that I ever knew.

12. Worked considerably. Quite warm. The season dry.

13. Finished our walk before the house. Expected my parents very much ;
but they came not.?

14. Preached all day. A full meeting. At evening had company.

15. My father had some cattle prized; very low. Young beef sells at 15
cents a hundred. All produce about as low as it was eight years ago.

16. Lyon, of Vermont, has lost his election; and farther, has been tned
and found guilty of sedition. Sentenced to four months’ close imprisonment,
and to pay a fine of one thousand dollars.*

17. Yesterday rode down to Litchfield to attend an ordination.

Wrote., Had

Heard

! By many entries in the diary, it will be
recognized that young Robbins was brought
up to work and to business, as well as to
study. In those days almost all classes of
New England people worked with their
hands.

? His father was away on his journey to
Plymouth, and he supplied the pulpit.

S It was Saturday, and as his father did
not get home, the consequence was that he
had to preach again the next day, which he
rather dreaded.

4 Mathew Lyon, who personally insulted
Mr. Roger Griswold, on the floor of Congress.
It was easier to convict a man of political
crimes then than now.
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the examination. A great many ministers, but none asked® to sit with the
council. I was kindly entertained at Esq. Lord’s. Attended the ordination of
Mr. Dan Huntington.* I think the most people I ever saw on a similar
occasion. Dr. Dana preached. In the afternoon rode home. Towards night
my parents, brother A. and wife, with my cousin S. P. Robbins, arrived safely
from Plymouth.® They have had a very prosperous journey. Zaus Deo.

18. My Uncle Robbins in a poor state of health. Gillet,* a candidate,

came here to see us.
19. Quite cool.

20. Rode to my brother’s at Canaan.

Read some strictures on Harvard College.

Read a sermon.

21.  Preached for Mr. Farrand, who preached at Salisbury.
22. Had a serious talk with C. Robbins; in danger of being unfortunately

oonnected. Rode home.

Very warm.

23. Read Prideaux. Rainy. There is an account that far-famed Bonaparte

is captured in a naval engagement. We hope it is true.
Our people grow more united, and more

every effort to ruin us by intrigue.
exasperated with them.

24. Finished the third volume of Prideaux.

The French use

Quite cold. At night Mr.

Crossman® and his wife came here and lodged.

25. Worked some.
tarried.
26. Quite warm. Wrote.

At night Mr. Weeks,* a candidate, came here and

Rode out to Canaan and traded. Gave a note.

27. Expected to have gone to New Marlborough to preach for Mr.
Stevens;’ apparently not like to live long. The afternoon being very rainy

prevented.

28. Quite rainy all day. My father preached. Yesterday my Aunt Wood-
bridge® came here from Warren on a visit.

29. Rode to Goshen with my aunt; tarried at Mr. Hooker’s.
30. The factions are taken up on the new sedition law.
Wrote to J. Woodbridge,® Stockbridge.
My brother James went off to college at Williamstown.

31.

Very cold.
Rode home.

May he be

carried safely through, and prepared for usefulness in his day. Made extracts

from ancient history.

! That is, were asked. There is no fixed
usage in this respect. Sometimes other min-
isters are invited, as a matter of courtesy, to
sit with councils, but certain ministers object
to this on the ground of the rules of Congre-
gational propriety.

* Rev. Dan Huntington, as before stated,
was the father of Bishop F. D. Huntington,
D. D, of Central New York.

3 This was the last time, probably, in
which the brothers, Dr. Chandler Robbins, of
Plymouth, and Rev. A. R. Robbins, of Nor-
folk, ever saw each other on earth.

4 Nathan Gilet, probably, who had just
graduated at Williams College, and was set-

tled the next year (1799) in Gilead Parish,
Hebron, Ct.

3 Joseph W. Crossman, minister at Salis-
bury, Ct.

¢ Holland Weeks, settled the next year at
Waterbury, Ct.

7 Rev. John Stevens, of New Marlbor-
ough, Mass., who died on the 6th of January
following.

8 His Aunt Woodbridge, left a widow in
Stockbridge, was making a stay now in War-
ren, with Rev. Peter Starr, who married her
sister.

9 J. Woodbridge was the son of Hon. Jah-
leel Woodbridge.
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Novemsaz.

1. Cold. Traded some. Received two letters from my friend J. Wood-
bridge. Afternoon attended a sacramental lecture. Wrote.

2. Last night it snowed a good deal. Making out catalogues of ancient
kings.

3. For four days now have studied closely. Yesterday our assembly rose."
They have incorporated the missionary society.*

4. Came to the holy ordinance of the Lord’s Supper. Had something of
a sense of my own unworthiness. My father preached in the forenoon and I
in the afternoon.

5. Last night it snowed some. Read Pridcaux. Made an ink-stand.

6. It continues cold. Read considerably. Worked some. My brother
A. here.

7. Had made a good new saddle and saddle-bags. My father pays for
the saddle £3 12s., and I for the other £1 55. Attended a church meeting.
An ugly difficulty.

8. Rode to Warren. Bad riding. There seem to be horse thieves in the
country.

9. Rode down to Kent with my Uncle Starr. I never was at Kent
before. Kindly received.

10. Visited some. Afternoon rode back to Warren. Very cold.

11. Preached for my uncle all day. At evening considerable company
came in.

12. Rode home by Canaan. Found that a man had been to get me to go
and preach at Marlborough.?

13. Wrote a letter to Mr. J. Woodbridge. Bonaparte is in Egypt. He
seems to find rather uncomfortable times.

14. Had some clothes made. Wrote a letter to Miss E. Robbins.*

15. Set out to go and preach at Marlborough. Exclusive of my library,
which contains upwards of thirty volumes, I have now the use of a horse this
winter, as my father designs to give me one next spring, a saddle, bridle, and
saddle-bags new, and a little money. I am in debt about £4 1os. With the
money I have got keeping school, I have bought the chief of the clothes I have
had since I left college, and paid Dr. West for my living there. By the help
of Providence, I hope to be able now to support myself. I came on to New
Hartford, and saw Baker who was hurt in a scrape at Capt. Austin’s on the
evening of the 29th of October, the worst I ever heard of. I came on to
West Simsbury,® and tarried at Mr. Hallock’s.® A great awakening there. I
preached at night at conference. A surprising seriousness and attention.
Trust I was assisted. Some sweetly trembling and praising souls stayed and

! This was the fall session, meeting about 3 Marlborough, Ct.
the middie of October. 4 Esther Robbins, of Canaan. *
? The Connecticut Missionary Society, $ Now Canton center.
which was the earliest of the State mission- ¢ Rev. Jeremiah Hallock, already noticed.

ary societies in this country. A man of large influence.
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conversed till near midnight. O may the great work prevail and spread over
all the land. And all the praise be to God.

16. Mr. Gillet,* of Torrington, also at Mr. Hallock’s. After some converse
in the morning with three young women who tarried all night, and with the
family, came off. I never witnessed such a scene before. A turnpike road is
made from New Hartford to Hartford. Very good. Crossed the ferry at
Wethersfield;® bad. Arrived at Marlborough, about twenty miles from Hart-

ford, at dusk in safety.?

17. This is a society formed of three towns in three counties.* The towns
are Hebron, Colchester, and Glastonbury.

18. Last night there was considerable thunder.

Rainy. Preached. A

thin meeting. Very tired. The last week has been very good weather, and

the snow went off in the beginning.
19. Quite rainy.

The account is confirmed that Admiral Nelson has

obtained a victory over the French fleet,® though Bonaparte was not in it. 1

live at a certain Mr. Carter’s.
ciii: 2 for Thanksgiving.

20. Began to read in the Bible at Psalms.

here all day. Wrote.
21. Wrote.
raphyt Cold.

22. Finished my Thanksgiving sermon.
Pretty good sleighing.
May I be prepared for the approaching Sabbath.

23. Read Morse. Walked out.
24. Read and wrote.
Bought me a new Psalm Book.

A good house.

Began a sermon on Psalm

O may I retain. It snowed

Considerable snow. Began to read Morse’s Universal Geog-

Read the Bible.

25. Rode to meeting. People here appear very hard. Talked very seri-
ously with a young lady in the house. In future, when I am silent about it, it
may be taken for granted that on the Sabbath I preached all day.

26. Many rejoicings in England for their late naval victory. Rode to
Hebron, saw Mr. Basset” and my classmate King. Came back through

Gilead.

27. Quite warm. The snow thaws considerably. Began a sermon on

Jer. viii: 22.
28. Rode out.

! Rev. Alexander Gillet.

? Marlborough, whither he was journey-
ing, was southeast from Hartford, and his
path would run naturally through Wethers-
field.

3 From West Simsbury (Canton) to Marl-
borough was a day’s journey of not far from
forty miles.

4 The three counties were Hartford, New
London, and Tolland.

3 The battle of the Nile was fought Aug.

1, 1798.

Wrote considerable.

Read Bible.

¢ Dr. Jedediah Morse, of Charlestown, a
native of Woodstock, Ct., graduate of Yale
1783, published a small geography in 1784.
His larger work in two volumes was pub-
lished in 1793, and in many future editions.
He is known as father of American geog-
raphy.

7 Rev. Amos Basset, D. D, was a gradu-
ate of Yale in 1784, and received his title of
D.D. from Williams College in 1817. He
was pastor at Hebron from 1794 to 1824.
He was a native of Derby, Ct.
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29. Had a pretty lengthy exercise.

[x798.

Quite warm. The most pleasant

Thanksgiving* we have had for years. The snow in a great measure gone.

Blessed be God that we have such great reason for thankfulness.

hearts.
30. Slept very poorly last night.

Wrote home.
me to continue with them till the first of next April.

O for

This society requested
I gave the committee

some encouragement of staying. May God direct me in every undertaking.

Have nervous feelings.
DecEMBER,

1. Wrote considerable.
the ministerial work.

At night almost overwhelmed with the weight of

2. It snowed considerably. People here attend meeting pretty well.

Very nervous.

3. The late naval action took place in Rosetta Bay, in one of the mouths

of the Nile.
thirteen ships and four frigates.

The English had twelve ships and two frigates; the French
Never a more complete victory. Of

the French ships, nine were taken, two blown up, and two escaped; frigates,

one burnt, one sunk, and two escaped. Nelson the hero.

Rode down to

West Chester® alias Pine Swamp, and made visit to Mr. Robbins;® also to
Colchester and agreed to exchange with Mr. Cone next Sabbath.

4. Began a sermon on Psalm Ixxx: 14-15.

with me.
5. Wrote.
brought to this house.

Some people in to see me.
Read some.

Had a scholar come to study

The library of the society* is

6. Finished my sermon on Psalm Ixxx: 14-15. Preached a lecture pre-

paratory to the sacrament.
7. Wrote some.

It snowed. Received some money.
Have considerable many visitors.
8. Rode to Colchester to exchange with Mr. Cone.*

Afternoon it snowed.

9. Very cold and stormy all day. Very thin meeting.

10. Last night one of the most tedious snow-storms we ever have.

back to Marlborough. Cold.
11.  Set out early to ride home.

Rode

I believe the coldest day we have had.

The snow about one and one half feet deep, and very little road. Arrived at
Mr. Hallock’s, West Simsbury, at dusk. Attended an evening lecture. Dr.
Edwards ® preached. A ministers’ meeting there.

12. The ministers censured my dress.’

! As to the state of the weather, he prob-
ably means.

* Usually spelled Westchester, a parish in
the town of Colchester.

3 Rev. Robert Robbins, a graduate of Yale
1760, pastor at Westchester from 1764 to
1804. He was probably a descendant of
John Robbins, of Wethersfield, and if re-
lated at all to Thomas Robbins, only very
distantly.

4 It is interesting to notice that this plain

Rode home. A very poor path

country parish owned a parish library in
1798,

$ Rev. Salmon Cone, pastor at Colchester
1792-1830. A graduate of Yale 1789.

¢ Dr. Jonathan Edwards, of Colebrook.

7 Probably because of his particularity in
the matter of his dress. But a young man
who had made such a winter journey on
horseback about forty miles, in extremely
cold weather, and through untrodden snow,
need not be considered effeminate.
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all the way. I never was more fatigued with any journey. I froze both ears.
I crossed the river at Hartford yesterday in a boat.
13. Traded considerably. Rode out to Canaan in a sleigh. Warmer. At

evening it snowed.

14. Snow very deep here; almost two and one half feet generally. At the
westward deeper still. Assisted in making my father’s rate bill.
15. Rode to my brother A’s in Canaan, and back in a sleigh. Cold.

Very good sleighing. My father rode up to New Marlborough, to preach for
Mr. Stevens'® in a dying state.

16. Preached. Extreme cold and windy. I suppose on account of my
exercise and labor the week past, I have not felt so healthy and strong for a
long time.

17. My cousin S. P. Robbins* in a school at Goshen.
some letters from my brother James® at Williams College.

18. Had a pair of socks made.

19. Had some clothes made by Warren, of Canaan. N. B. I suppose he
took some cabbage Made a visit at Mr. Adams’s. My friend J. Woodbridge
came to my fathers and brought his brother Timothy* to live. The 15th, 16th,
17th days there was such a blast of wind from the northwest as I hardly ever
knew. Happily, the snow being covered with a little crust, lay still.

20. Set out for Marlborough. Rode to West Simsbury. The road con-
siderably filled up. At evening preached at Mr. Hallock’s. The awakening
appears as powerful as ever. We had a very solemn meeting. Many tears.
O that the flame might spread to this place and to all places, for the sake
of Christ. .

21. Comfortable weather. Bought a number of books in Hartford. Good
sleighing and a great deal of business doing. Crossed the river on the ice at
Rocky Hill.* - At dusk arrived safely at Marlborough, my desired haven; very

At evening we had
Wrote some.

tired. O for gratitude.
22. Wrote considerably.

Read some.

Settled my disordered things.

Made some ink. Read Young’s Night Thoughts.

23. Quite stormy. Read some.

I live in an excellent family.

Opposi-

tion appears in Congress at the beginning of the session.

24. Wrote steadily.
State as well as western.

! Rev. John Stevens, who died in the next
month, Jan. 6. 1799. He had been only a
littie more than four years settled in New
Marlborough.

2 Samuel Prince Robbins, son of Dr.
Chandler Robbins, of Plymouth. He had
graduated at Harvard, a few months before.

3 James Watson Robbins, now in his
Freshman year at Williams College.

4 Mr. Robbins rarely, in his diary, in-
dulges in a joke; but this may be accepted
as something in that direction.

Very good sleighing.

I don’t like this part of the

$ Timothy Woodbridge, son of Hon. Jah.
leel Woodbridge, of Stockbridge. He was
born Nov. 22, 1783, and was now nearly six-
teen years old. He was brought to be fitted
for college. He was graduated at Williams
in 1812, and afterwards settled at Green
River, N. Y.

¢ Rocky Hill is five or six miles southerly
from Hartford, on the west side of the Con-
necticut River, over against the southern part
of Glastonbury, where Dr. Calvin Chapin was
so long pastor.
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25. Finished my sermon on Jer. viii: 22. At evening walked out.

26. Began a sermon on Psalm xc: 9. Rode out. It is an unhappiness
that there are about six respectable families in this place who are churchmen.

27. Wrote. In sermonizing I commonly write about a page in an hour.
Warm, and it thaws considerably. Read Thomson’s Seasons.

28. Mr. Huntington," the former minister here, called to see me. At night
visited a rich, stupid, poor old man. )

29. On the 25th wrote a letter to Lewis Adams, Hartford. Wrote consid-
erably. Rainy. Mr. Asa A. Mills and wife from Norfolk, called to see me.

30. Quite blustering. Preached very seriously. The people here appear
serious, but secure. I think there has not been greater preparations for war
in Europe since the beginning of the present war than now.

31. Made several visits. Rode to Easthampton (Chatham) and saw Mr.
West,” minister there. Had some dispute with a churchman. Thus “another
year” rolled over my head. A retrospective view certainly ought to fill me
with shame and humility.

! Rev. David Huntington, a graduate of * Rev. Joel West, a graduate of Dartmouth
Dartmouth 1773, minister at Marlborough 1789, minister at East Hampton 1792-1835,
1776~1797, a native of Lebanon, Ct. a native of Columbia, Ct.



1790.
Jawvary. .
1. Finished my last year's diary. Attempted to fast and pray. Cor-
ruptions of heart very great. Wrote a long letter to two young ladies in the
house, Misses J. and E. Carter. Wrote a letter home. Snowed considerably.

2. Mr. Mills from Norfolk called here, going home. Wrote. Read
Thomson’s Seasons.

3. Finished my sermon on Psalm xc: go. It snowed considerably.
Company here from abroad.

4. Began a sermon on Mark xvi: 16. The text given me by a friend.
Good sleighing as can well be.

s. Very cold. Mr. Carter has cut an oak-tree, and brought it up for
wood, which had in a hollow in the upper part a root of spikenard, now alive,
having grown two summers at least. Wrote.

6. Snowed a little. Weather very severe. At evening had company.
France seems to be losing strength as fast as she ever got it. Commodore
Warren has beat them in a sea fight.

7. Visited some. Read. Too much given to levity.

8. Wrote steadily. Weather moderates. Finished reading Thomson’s
Seasons.

9. Last night it snowed some. Rode to Gilead in a single sleigh. Saw
my classmate King,” now preaching there.

10. Rode back to Marlborough. Weather very pleasant; thaws consid-
erably. Received a letter from my father. Snow at Norfolk nearly four
feet deep.

11.  Wrote considerably. Quite warm. I think I never wrote easier than,
now lately.

12. Wrote all day. Snow goes very fast. Feel very unfit for the great
work to which I am called, of preaching the gospel.

13. It snows some. People here pretty good to attend meeting.

14. Wrote, endeavoring to make some records of this church, which must
be taken by verbal accounts.® The sleighing is gone.

15. Rode with the school visitors, and saw the schools in the society.
Read Robinson’s* Proofs of a Conspiracy.

t Oct. 12, 1798, a French fleet of nine this business for some time, as will be seen
ships carrying troops to Ireland was attacked by later entries. In some cases he had to
by Sir John Borlasse Warren, and five of gather the facts by personal inquiry.
the ships were captured. 4 This was not Robinson, but John Robi-

2 Rev. Salmon King, his classmate at son, who wrote a book entitled, Proofs of a.
Yale. He was a native of Vernon, Ct. In  Comspiracy against all the Religions and Gor-
1800 he was settled in Manchester, Ct. ernments of Europe, etc., which was after-

3 The church records in Marlborough had  wards regarded as a false alarm. (See pre-
been neglected. Mr. Robbins wrought at  vious notes.)
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16. Visited the other schools.
Read.

17. Had the headache hard. Wrote some.
Visited all day. Quite warm.
Afternoon rode to Gilead to exchange

18. So unwell unable to study.

19. Wrote to my Uncle Robbins.
with Mr. King.

20. It rained some.

21. It snowed considerably.

excellent book.
23. Wrote.
erably.

[1799.

There are five in the society. Bad riding.

At night quite sick.

There appears to be but little religion in the world.
Rode back. Visited. Quite cold.
22. Wrote all day. At night finished reading Robinson’s Frogfs.

An

Got a bad tremor by a little violent exercise. Read consid-

24. Wrote a good deal. Read some in Col. Humphrey’s® works. At

night it snowed some.

25. Rode out and visited some old people in the society. There are several

people here past eighty, and some over ninety years.

able family.

26. Finished my long sermon on Mark xvi:

sleighing.

I live in a very agree-

16. Rainy. Very little

27. In the morning it rained hard. Mr. Skinner,® a native of this place,
late minister at Coventry, preached for me in the afternoon.

28. Rode to Lebanon.

Visited Mr. Gurley,® Exeter society, and tarried

with Mr. Ely at the old society. Quite cold.
29. Visited Mr. Brockway ¢ at Lebanon Crank. Saw some college fnends

studying law at Hebron.
Isa. xli: 21.

Rode back to Marlborough. Began a sermon on

30. Awakening very great and remarkable at Hartford. Was called to see

a woman very sick.
31. Wrote some.
the History of Peter the Greal.

FEBRUARY.

1. Wrote fast all day. At evening walked out.
mond, and his wife came here on a visit.
2. Finished my sermon on Isa. xli: 21.

! Col. David Humphreys, son of Rev.
Daniel Humphreys, minister of Derby, Ct.,
1733-1787. Col. Humphreys was graduated
at Yale College in 1771, was aid to Gen.
Israel Putnam, and to Gen. Washington.
He was afterwards Minister to Portugal and
Spain. He was the author of a Life of Putnam,
and of many miscellaneous writings in poetry
and prose.

2 This was Rev. Ichabod Lord Skinner, a
graduate of Yale in the class of 1793, who

Had company. Something of the headache.

Read in

Mr. Perry,® of Rich-

Began another on James iii: 19.

had been settled at North Coventry 1794-
1798, and was now dismissed.

3 Rev. John Gurley, a graduate of Yale
College, 1773, minister in Lebanon, Ct. (Exe-
ter Parish), 1775-1812. He was the father
of Rev. Ralph R. Gurley.

4 Rev. Thomas Brockway, minister at Leb-
anon Crank (now Columbia), 1772-1807.

5 Rev. David Perry, a native of Hunting-
ton, Ct., graduate of Yale, 1772, minister at
Richmond, Mass., 1784-1816.
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3. Last night a pretty deep snow fell.

Very tired.

4. Rode out. Wrote home.

Wrote to Dr. West, of Stockbridge.
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Mr. Perry refused to preach.

Pretty

cold. Good news of awakenings in Litchfield County. -
5. Good sleighing. Rode and visited. Wrote some.
6. Finished my sermon on James iii: 19. Began another on Rom. xiii:

13. Quite pleasant.
7. Wrote some.

Afternoon preached a private lecture.

Very cold.

Read Mr. Pickering's® report on French affairs.

8. Wrote all day. At evening walked out.
9. Very rainy all day. The snow gone.
10. People here very attentive, though no special seriousness.

At night it began to rain.
At night read Davies’s * sermons.
I hope I

have killed the half way practice in baptism here.* Talked very seriously with

young women in the house.

11. Rode out and visited. Read the History of Peter the Great.

12. Received a letter from Mr. West,® of Easthampton.
Was called to see a young woman in a dying state.
The young woman I went to see last night is gone.

13. Wrote some.
Had company.

14. Mr. Morgan,® minister at North Canaan, called to see me.

Had company.

O my stupidity! Cold.

He tells

me my Aunt Woodbridge is not like to live long. Rode to Easthampton,
preached a sacramental lecture, and returned.

15. Began a sermon on Job xiv: 2.
Cold and tedious.
16. Finished my sermon on Job xiv: 2.

rier. Very many people.

! It was hardly fair to hinder a young min-
ister by visiting and then not preach for him.

2 Timothy Pickering, a native of Salem,
born in 1746. From 1795 to 1800 he was
United States Secretary of State.

3 Rev. Samuel Davies, President of Prince-
ton College.

4 The half-way covenant plan of baptism
and church-membership was widely going out
of use in the closing years of the last century,
and the opening years of the present. To
show the condition to which the half-way
covenant had reduced the church in the
neighboring town of Colchester, we copy the
following from the Contrilutions to the Eccle-
siastical History of Conmecticut, p. 364

“In a paper submitted by the church to
Mr. Cone for his assent, as a condition of his
settlement ” (Mr. Salmon Cone was settled
there in 1792), “it is stated that the half-way
covenant had been a standing regulation of
the church from the time of its organization
(1703), but during his ministry it went out of

Attended the funeral of Lucy Car-

At evening read.

use, without, it would appear, any formal ac-
tion of the church upon the subject.

“The following anecdote is given on the
authority of Mr. Cone: ¢ While the society
was holding their meeting to vote on the
question of his settlement, and the members
of the church were assembled by themselves
in one of the pews, to act on the same ques-
tion, a member of the society casting his eyes
toward the little company, inquired whether
the same number of persons could not be
picked from among them equal in all re-
spects to those church-members. A vencr-
able member of the society by the name of
Wright, made the laconic reply, ‘ You need
not pick.’ To so low a state was the church
reduced in point of numbers and standing.”

5 Rev. Joel West, already noticed.

6 Rev. Solomon Morgan, a native of Gro-
ton, minister in North Canaan from 1798 to
his death in 1804. He had been previously
settled in Canterbury, Ct., and in Sterling,
Connecticut.
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17. It snowed most all day. Very tired with preaching.

18. Rode to Hartford. Difficulty in crossing the ferry. A great awaken-
ing there. Attended a conference ; very full. Prayed, etc. Many under the
most powerful conviction; and many rejoicing Christians. Very kindly en-
tertzined at Mr. Strong’s. O that the glorious work may become universal.
Received a letter from my father, announcing the melancholy death of my
dear Aunt Woodbridge." She died on the gth instant.

19. Mr. Strong, of Hartford, is a Free Mason; but he gave me as great
an impression of their ridiculous frivolities as I have ever had. Dr. Hopkins,?
of Newport, has lately been struck with a fit of the numb-palsy. Returned.
Bought some books. Became acquainted with Mr. Lockwood,® of Glaston-
bury. Read Abelard and Elisa*

20. Began a sermon on Ps. xxv: 11. Rode out in a sleigh.

21. Rode with the visitors, and saw the schools. Read Abdelard and Elossa.

22.  Wrote considerably. At evening walked out. In the forenoon quite
rainy. Snowed some.

23. Wrote ten pages. Finished my sermon on Ps. xxv: 11, and the one
on Rom. xiii: 13. Very cold.

24. I fear my sermon on James ii: 19 has given some offence. I fearI
have not a talent like some of delineating truth without offending.
25. Rode in a sleigh and visited two schools. Quite cold. “Died at

Warren, on the gth instant, of a lingering illness, Mrs. Hannah Woodbridge,
in the forty-eighth year of her age; widow of the Hon. Jahleel Woodbridge,
of Stockbridge, and daughter of the Rev. Philemon Robbins, of Branford,
deceased. Her funeral was attended the Sabbath after, and a sermon
preached on the occasion from Isa. Ivii: 15, first clause, by the Rev. Mr.
Robbins, of Norfolk.” — Connecticut Courant for February 25th.

26. Read. Wrote. Afternoon rode out and visited a number of places.
27. Read. Wrote a piece for publication in the paper. At evening
walked out. It snowed considerably.

28. Wrote making records for the church in this place. Finished reading
Eloisa and Abelard. Traded some. Wrote to Mr. Cone, of Colchester.
MaRrcH.
1. Began a sermon on Isa. xlvi: 10.
with company.

At evening rode out in a sleigh

! We may recall facts which have aln;ady
been stated, that Mrs. Woodbridge was Han-
nah Rebekah, daughter of Rev. Philemon

what we should now call paralysis. He was
for a time unable to use his lower limbs, but
was partially restored so that he preached,

Robbins. Her first marriage was with Rev.
John Keep, minister of Sheffield, Mass., who
died in 1785, at the age of thirty-five. Her
second marriage was with Hon. Jahleel
Woodbridge, of Stockbridge, Mass., who
died a few years before her own death, which
occurred, as above given, Feb. g9, 1799.

? Dr. Samuel Hopkins was at this time
seventy-eight years old. His disease was

and lived about four years longer.

3 Rev. William Lockwood, settled at Glas-
tonbury 1797-1804, a man of remarkable
learning for his time. He was son of Rev.
James Lockwood, of Wethersfield.

4 The Lives of Abelard and Eloisa, with the
original letters, had been published in Lon-
don in 1784, in quarto. This was probably
the work that Mr. Robbins read.
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2. Wrote. Afternoon my brother N.' came here to make me a visit.
Very good sleighing. Received a letter from Mr. Abraham Hall, of Vermont,
requesting me to go up there and preach.

3. Pleasant weather, and full meeting. Very tired.

4. My brother went off. Quite cold. Visited. Froze one of my ears.
Wrote some. There is an account that Bonaparte is assassinated in Egypt.
Perhaps a philanthropist would wish it true.*

5. Extreme cold. Probably the most severe we have had all winter.
Afternoon much distressed with a pain in my jaw.

6. My jaw pained me. Wrote to Hudson and Goodwin, Hartford. Went
to see the school near by. Excellent sleighing.

7. Weather more moderate. Wrote all day. Evening walked out.

8. It thaws considerably. Wrote. Finished my sermon on Isa. xlvi: ro.
At evening visited.

9. It rained considerably. Began a sermon on Eccl. xii: 1. Quite
unwell.

1o. Pretty full meeting. I preached upon Decrees.* People gave very
great attention.

t1. The Fifth Congress of the United States came to a close on the
Sabbath, 3d day. New ambassadors are appointed to go to France. Rode to
Hebron, visited Mr. Basset, and at Gilead Mr. King. Rode back.

12. Last night it snowed a little. Very cold and tedious. Wrote some.
Had company.

13. Wrote considerably. I think people in this part of the State are not
generally so orderly and regular as in the western.

14. Last night the snow fell about twelve inches; the deepest we have had
all winter. The committee of the society came to see me. It seems to be the
general wish that I should settle here. I cannot think it to be duty. My
age,* health, improvements, etc., are not sufficient.

15. Wrote some. Steady cold weather. They have given Mr. King a call
to settle at Gilead.

16. Finished my sermon on Eccl. xii: 1. Began another on Estheriv: 16.
Pleasant weather. Yesterday wrote a piece for publication, and sent it to
Hartford.

17. I accidentally threw off the cushion at the meeting-house. The young
people appear serious ;* but I fear nothing special. Read the proclamation
for a Fast.

18. Wrote to Esq. Foot, of this society, a churchman; and to Mr. Cone, of
Colchester. Mr. King has given them a negative at Gilead.* Quite cold.

' Nathaniel Robbins. 4 He was twenty-one.

2 In 1799 Americans looked at Bonaparte S This is a somewhat unexpected sentence
almost wholly through English eyes. to follow the previous one.

3 A common topic for sermons and theo- 6 As before stated he settled in the min-

logical discussions in those days, but seldom  istry at Manchester, Ct., and was there from
brought up in the pulpit now. 1800 to 1808.
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19. Wrote. It thaws some.
20. Wrote considerably.

[1799.

Had company.
It rained. Had company.

21. Finished my sermon on Esther iv: 16. Quite rainy.

22. This day is Fast through this State.

God be entreated by his people.
23. Snow mostly gone.

Began a sermon on Ps. li:
Hebron* to exchange with Mr. Basset.*®

Preached. Pretty tired. May

17. Rode to

24. Pretty cold. Had a full meeting. They sing here excellently. At

evening went to a singing meeting.
25. Rode back. Visited some.

Very bad riding. Winter breaking up.

26. Very warm. Rode to Lebanon® from Hebron with Mr. Basset.
Attended a ministers’ meeting ; eight ministers. By special desire I preached.

Full meeting. The ground very open.
Afternoon rode back to Marlborough in the rain.
I think I never lived in a family which seemed so much like

27.
home well.
home as this.

28. Wrote considerably.

Esq. Foot, a churchman.

30.
had for many years.

It snowed some.
29. Went with the visitors to the schools.

A bad time, but got

Pretty cold.
Disputed considerably with

People here say we have had the longest and coldest winter we have
It is doubtless true.

There is a very great and general

cry for hay; I think more than last year, or the year before. Finished my

sermon on Ps. li: 17.
31. Pleasant weather.
be attended on the usual time.

APRIL.

Full meeting. Appointed the concert of prayer to

1. Quite warm. Rode over to East Hampton,* and back. Visited.

Many cattle die in different places.
2. Wrote in the records.
time in this place.®

3. Wrote a piece for publication.

considerably.

4. Wrote to Hudson and Goodwin, Hartford.®
view. Began sermon on Matt. xviii: 7.

! Marlborough adjoins Hebron on the
west side of the Hebron line. The Marlbor-
ough pulpit had recently been left vacant by
the unexpected resignation of Rev. David
Huntington, who had been pastor there
twenty-one years.

2 Amos Basset, D. D., was the able min-
ister of Hebron from 1794 to 1824. He was
graduated at Yale in 1784.

3 Lebanon was east from Hebron, about
ten miles over a hilly country. Rev. Zebu-
lon Ely was the pastor at Lebanon, at that

Afternoon attended concert of prayer, the first
It rained considerably.

Quite cold and tedious. It rained

Had an agreeable inter-

time, filling the office from 1783 to 1823.
He was the father of Ezra Stiles Ely, D. D,,
of Philadelphia.

4 A parish in the town of Chatham, some
ten miles from Hebron, passing through
Marlborough.

S The concert of prayer used then, it
seems, to be held on Tuesday. Some years
later it was on Monday, and soon it was gen-
erally fixed for Sunday evening, and by com-
mon usage remained so.

6 Printers in Hartford, Ct.
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5. Wrote steadily all day. At even walked out.

6. Rode out and visited. The ground settles fast. Finished my sermon
on Matt. xviii: 7. It is supposed that we have had one of the longest winters
within the memory of man. It has also been very severe. I never knew so
much sleighing, or such a complaint for hay. Great quantities of grain and
vegetables have been given to cattle, but still numbers die."

7. Rode to Easthampton and back. Exchanged with Mr. West.* Fine

weather.

8. The French make great progress in Italy. Quite warm. People do
not so generally attend Freemen’s Meeting as at the westward. Rode out.

Wrote in church records.

9. Wrote. Pretty cool. Finished reading Voltaire’s History of Peter the

Great.?®
10. Wrote a piece for publication.

Walked out. '

11. Began a sermon on Rev. xxii: 18, 19. Received forty dollars* from

this society. Visited.

12. Wrote all day; eleven pages, the most I ever did in one day. At

evening visited.

13. Finished my sermon on Rev. xxii: 18, 19. Disputed with a Methodist.
14. Had a very full and attentive meeting. Sung a part of Pope’s

Messiak® in public. Very fine weather.

15. Pretty warm. Spring seems to be coming on. Visited. A pretty
sickly time. Warm weather coming on after so long and severe a winter pro-

duces fevers.

16. Finished with the church records. I have done much more to them
than I expected. Fixing for my journey. Had an agreeable and I hope
useful interview with two young ladies in the house.

17. Received thirteen dollars of the society. I have preached here twenty-
one Sabbaths. One I gave them. My wages for twenty are one hundred
dollars.® They have paid me seventy, and owe me thirty. I feel disagreeably
in leaving this society, but think it best, and duty. Took an affectionate
leave of Mr. Carter’s family where I have lived. I think I have never lived

! With the present great resources of the
country and with every transit, such a calam-
ity would not be likely to occur, except in the
new fields of the West.

2 Rev. Joel West, minister at East Hamp-
ton from 1792 to his death 1825. A graduate
of Dartmouth College in 1789.

3 His Histoire de Pierre le Grand, not so
commonly read now as his Histoire de Charles
X177

4 In 1796, when young Robbins had com-
pleted his college course, he added up his
expenses, and stated the result in pounds,

shillings, and pence. Now he reckons in
dollars. His change, in this respect, prob-
ably torresponds with the change in society
about him.

S The words were probably set to some
anthem. But we have now in some of our
hymn-books for church use, the grand lines
from the Messiah beginning,

¢ Rise, crowned with light, imperial Salem, rise.””
6 Five dollars a Sabbath would be small

pay now, but relatively the pay was then bet-
ter than it is in many country parishes today.
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in a more agreeable family.' I have spent a much happier winter than I
expected. Laus Deo. I don’t know that I have done any real good to that
people, or that one soul is better. O for humility! Came on to Hartford.
Dined at Mr. Strong’s.” The awakening at Hartford still continues. There
is reason to hope for one hundred and fifty. It also spreads in Wethersfield,
Farmington, Simsbury, etc. Quite warm. Tarried at Marshall’s tavern in
Northington.®

18. Breakfasted with Mr. Hawley.* Missed my road. Arrived home
safely, and found all well. Bad riding through the woods. Rode some of the
way on snow path. Considerable snow now here. A cry for hay is universal.
I think the season is more than a fortnight forwarder at Marlborough than it
is here. It has been a pretty good season for sugar.

19. Paid the merchant a debt of more than twenty dollars. Awakenings
are in the greater part of the towns of this country. Zaus Deo.

20. Quite cold. Read some. Wrote an addition to my sermon on De-
crees. Awakenings are very great. It is beginning in Norfolk with power.
I believe there never was a greater work of God in this land; perhaps not so
universal as in 1741 and ’42, but where it is, more powerful and more
evidently the work of God only. It is evidently “the still small voice.” Itis
in about half of the towns of this county, and perhaps nearly as great a part
of the county of Hartford. Let all the glory be to him, to whom only it

belongs. And may his grace never depart from us.*

21. Preached on the Divine Decrees.
noon I was more than an hour in sermon.

conference in the evening.
22. Very cold for the season.

Quite a melancholy time.

People gave great attention. After-
Very tired.* Unable to attend the

Bought the

horse which I have had the past winter for about fifty dollars. Traded some.

My brother Ammi’ came here.

! This was the family of Mr. Eleazer
Carter. None of his descendants are now
living in Marlborough, but a son of his
brother, Charles Carter, now (1884) ninety-
four years old, is living, and 4:s son, Charles
Carter, Jr., is one of the present deacons of
the church.

? Dr. Nathan Strong, of Hartford, then
one of the foremost ministers in New Eng-
land.

3 The ancient town of Farmington had a
parish on the south called Southington, and
on the north called Northington. The south-
ern part is now the town of Southington, and
Northington is now the town of Avon.

¢ Rev. Rufus Hawley was one of the half
century ministers of Connecticut. He was
rcttled in Av “tin 1769, and remained till his
death in 1826, “"- was a plain and simple

extempore preacher, but with elements of
graphic power.

S “The era of modern revivals dates from
the year 1792. During all the closing years
of the last century, and as many of the pres-
ent, revivals were very general, not only in
this State, but throughout New England.” —
Contributions to the Eccl. Hist. of Connecticut,
Pp- 199.

6 It was but natural that the young minis-
ter, fresh home, should preach in his father's
pulpit. He is yet only twenty-one years old.
It was not inconsistent with the thought and
habit of those days that he should preach on
the “Divine Decrees,” even in a time of re-
ligious awakening.

7 He then resided in Canaan, adjoining
Norfolk on the west, but a few years later
removed to Colebrook, just east of Norfolk.
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23. Worked some.
24. Rainy.

bridge* Rode to Winchester.?
25. Preached for Mr. Bogue.

Rode into Canaan and back.
a letter from Mr. Bogue, of Winchester.
I am under great obligations to respect my dear Aunt Wood-

AT HOME AT NORFOLK. 81

Yesterday I received
My Uncle Starr came here.

This is the. day appointed by the President
of the United States for a general Fast.*

May our feeble attempts at worship

be acceptable to the Most High. Yesterday I caught a bad cold. Quite
unwell, particularly with a pain in my jaw. Rode home.

26. Last night my pain in my jaw was very severe.

Traded considerably.

27. Wrote to Mr. Mills, of Torringford. Rainy. Quite sick with my ague

all day.

28. Not able to sit up but little; at times my pain is quite severe. O for

resignation.
29. Quite unable to sleep nights.

Spring seems to come on. Received a

letter from Mr. Jeremiah Mills,® of Torringford.

30. Pleasant weather.

Hzve scarcely had so sick a turn for years.

Am some relieved of my pain, blessed be God.

Attended the funeral of a child.

Awakenings seem to increase in this town.

Mav.

1. Caught a bad cold by working out a little, and at even had a severe

turn of the ague. Quite rainy.

2. Wrote a long letter to Capt. Hubbard, of Colchester.
died in town of a quick consumption.

hard shower of rain.

3. Snow to be seen in many places.

with Mr. Smith, a candidate.
there very great.
Christians.

Preached a lecture there.
A number of my quondam pupils to appearance sweet
At evening attended conference.

A young woman
Preached a sacramental lecture® A

Rode to Torringford in company
The awakening

Very serious.

4. Conversed seriously and agreeably with my young friends at Mr.

Mills’s? and Mr. Battell’s.

Afternoon rode to Winsted.
5. Preached and attended a conference.

Considerable seriousness here.

This is the day appointed by the assembly for contribution through the State

for the missionary society.*

* Probably to accompany his brother Am-
mi home. '

2 Her death, it will be remembered, was
recorded under date of Feburary 25, two
months before. She had doubtless left him
some legacy or token of remembrance.

3 Winchester adjoins Norfolk on the S. E.

4 Because of our European complications
and dangers.

$ Jeremiah Mills was the son of Rev. Sam-
uel J. Mills, was born in 1777, so that he
was now about twenty-two years of age. The
author of this diary was born the samc year.

In this place it was four dollars.

¢ The first Sunday in May was a sacra-
mental Sabbath. Young Robbins preached
the preparatory lecture in Norfolk on Thurs-
day, and went the next day to Torringford,
and did the same.

7 Rev. Samuel J. Mills, of Torringford,
married Esther Robbins, daughter of Samuel
Robbins, of Canaan. She was distantly re-
lated to the Norfolk minister.

* The Missionary Society of Connecticut
was organized in 1798, and for many ycars
the annual collection was taken for it in
May, Ly State authority.
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6. Rode home. Prayed and dined with the military company. Tumer,'
a candidate belonging to this town, now preaching at New Marlborough, came
here to see us. Received a letter from Mr. Catlin, of New Marlborough.
Foot companies much more respectable than horse.* Warm.

7. Wrote a letter to Miss Jerusha Carter.® Quite wet and cold. Mr.
Atwater,* tutor at Yale College, called here going to Middlebury, Vt., to
preach. Contributions are large. In this town twenty-six dollars, New Hart-
ford forty, Farmington forty, Colebrook nine, etc. I hope in two hundred
societies there will be fifteen dollars in each.’

8. My father set out for Hartford. In the morning the ground was
covered with snow. Very cold for the season.

9. Rode to south part of the town; preached a lecture, and attended a
conference. There were a great many people, and very serious. In most of
the towns hereabout, instead of the customary diversions, dancing, etc., people
are assembled today for religious worship and conversation.

10. Set out on my journey to Vermont® O for assistance and direction
in the undertaking. Expect to be gone all summer. Dined with Mr. Catlin,”
New Marlborough. Came on to Stockbridge.

11. In the moming called on Dr. West. He got home from Hartford last .
night. He solicited me to tarry over the Sabbath. Contrary to previous

arrangement I consented. Quite cold.

12. Preached. Almost as cold as winter. Water froze nearly half an inch
thick last night. At even my friend Mr. Woodbridge * called to see me.

13. Rode. Hay very scarce. Came to Williamstown.

14. Received a letter of the President, which he was about to send me,
appointing me to deliver an oration at the ensuing Commencement.® Con-
ferred with the president. Afternoon attended an exhibition. Wrote home.
My cousin Starr a fine scholar and promising character.

15. Quite warm. Rode through Pownal to Bennington. Dined with Mr.
Swift. Shaftsbury, part of Arlington,” and Sunderland to Manchester. Very

tired. Tarried at tavern.

! His old friend, Nathaniel Turner, of
Williams College.

2 Not abstractly considered, but according
to the habits of those years.

3 A member of the family where he
boarded in Marlborough, Ct.

4 Jeremiah Atwater, D. D., afterwards
President of Middlebury College. He was
graduated at Yale in 1793, and died in New
Haven, Ct., in 1858.

S That is, on the average, which would
have realized the sum of $3000. But the
actual result of the contributions that year,
as shown in the first volume of the Connec-
ticut Evangelical Magazine, was $2,033.63, a
less amount than some single churches in
Connecticut now furnish yearly to home
missions.

6 Mr. Robbins later was a missionary, com-
missioned by the Connecticut Missionary So-
ciety to the Western Reserve, Ohio, but this
Vermont journey seems to have been on his
own motion.

7 This country hospitality was general in
those days.

¥ Probably Mr. John Woodbridge, before
mentioned.

9 The coming Commencement would be
three years after his graduation, when, ac-
cording to custom at that time, some were
appointed to give masters’ orations.

1o Pownal, Bennington, Shaftsbury, and
Arlington are Vermont towns whose west-
ern boundary is New York. Sunderland
and Manchester are one tier back from the
New York line,
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16. Saw my Uncle Gould. Quite rainy. A bear killed here this morning.
Afternoon rode to Dorset and tarried with Rev. Mr. Jackson.!

17. Rode through part of Rupert, Pawlet. Dined with Rev. Mr. Griswold.?
Wells to Poultney.” Found old friends, and tarried. In Dorset and Wells

saw liberty poles.

18. Being considerably urged, I consented to stay and preach on the
Sabbath. My horse has the horse distemper, which retards me in my journey

very much. Quite cool. Walked out.

19. People here very little used to preaching. At even walked out. Had
a loud dispute with some Arminians and Democrats.

20. Quite contrary to my intention, at the solicitation of the people, I
concluded to continue here two Sabbaths. Attended the funeral of a child.
Found a number of people here who moved from Norfolk.*

21. Warm. Set out on a journey to the northward. Rode through Hamp-
ton, Fairhaven, Westhaven, Benson, and dined at Rev. Mr. Kent’s® Went
through Orwell, part of Shoreham, to Cornwall. Tarried with Rev. Mr.
Wooster® in a log-house, the first in which I ever slept.

22. Mr. Wooster rode with me to Middlebury. Afternoon rode to the
north part of the town, and found many quondam Norfolk people. They
kindly received and entertained. Roads here are not yet dry, and extremely

bad, some places almost impassable.

Warm.

23. Last night there fell considerable rain. There is a neighborhood in
the north part of Middlebury and south part of New Haven, mostly of Nor-
folk people. Preached a lecture. Quite warm. Wrote home.

24. Set out for Poultney. We now have hot weather for the first time this
year. Rode to Benson, and tarried with Rev. Mr. Kent. Bad riding. I came
from home a little too early in the season.

25. Got to my present home in safety. Zaus Des. 1 live at a Mr,
Thompson’s.” Somebody from Goshen. Afternoon quite showery. Since
Wednesday vegetation has been astonishing rapid. Blossoms begin to appear

on apple-trees. Wrote.

26. People here stare at preaching as if it were some new thing. They are
however attentive. Gave some account of awakenings below.

" Rev. William Jackson, D. D., a gradu-
ate of Dartmouth in 1790, settled in Dorset,
Sept. 27, 1796.  All this part of Vermont was
verynew. There was no church in this vicin-
ity that was over fiftcen or twenty years old.

? Rev. John Griswold, a native of Nor-
wich, Ct., a graduate of Darmouth College in
1789, was settled at Pawlet, Oct. 23, 1793,
and remained till 1830.

3 There had been a quarrel and a division
in the church at Poultney, and since 1796
there had been no settled minister.

4 Vermont was very largely settled by

Connecticut people, and western Vermont
from the western towns of Connecticut.

S Rev. Dan Kent, a native of Suffield,
Ct., and the Congregational minister at Ben-
son from 1792 to 1828.

6 Rev. Benjamin Wooster, a native of
Waterbury, Ct., a graduate of Yale College
in 1790, and minister at Cornwall from 1797
to 1802.

7 Dr. William Thompson, of Hartford
Theological Seminary, and Dr. Augustus A.
Thompson, of Roxbury, Mass,, are brothers
and natives of Goshen, Ct.
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27. Unhappily a majority of the people of this and the neighboring towns

are deluded Democrats.
damage to this State.

Lyon' is a man of great art, and has done vast
Visited. Fine weather.

28. Visited. Some very obstinate deists here. Disputed them some.?

29. Rode to Middlebury, and attended a council.

very bad situation.
only hold communion.

30. Rode back. Very warm. Afternoon rode out.

The church here in a

Got acquainted with some ministers; those of the Baptist

Quite rainy. An ox

near here killed with lightning. Got quite wet.
31. Caught a bad cold by being wet yesterday. Much pained with the

toothache.

Afternoon preached a lecture.

Quite cold. It seems the past

winter has been no less unusually severe in Europe than in this country, both

as to quantities of snow and severity of weather.

In England the Thames

froze over; for a time many roads were impassable on account of snow,

and many persons perished.
great quantities of snow.
Europe for two or three centuries.

In Germany the rivers froze, and there were
It is said such a winter has not been known in
It is also said that very hard winters
have come about once in four hundred years.

In this country it has been

long and severe, but probably not so cold and tedious as the one at the begin-

ning of the year 1780, or the beginning of the year 1741.

The stage-sleigh

ran from Boston to Portsmouth eighteen weeks successively.® At the north-

ward, in Canada, the winter has not been more severe than usual.

true are thy ways.

Juns.

1. Quite sick with my cold and the toothache.

apt to be Democrats.

Just and

Infidels in religion are

2. But just able to preach; there is too much levity in my conduct.
3. Had a tooth extracted which tore my jaw very much. Received ten
dollars from this town. Preached a lecture to a pretty large and attentive

audience.

It is a trial to be urged contrary to our wishes.

4. Rode to Granville, N. Y.,* and attended the association of ministers

and churches for the western district of Vermont, and parts adjacent.

The

association adopted the articles, a copy of which I bought.

! Rev. Asa Lyon, a native of Pomfret
(Abington Parish), Ct., a graduate of Dart-
mouth, 1790, a man of strong, original, but
somewhat daring and eccentric mind. One
who knew him intimately describes him
thus: “He had a dark complexion, coarse
features, powerful build, more than six feet
high, large boned, giant framed, and a little
stooping.” Ile was the Congregational min-
ister at South Hero, 1802-1840. He was
also largely occupied with civil and political
affairs, was much in the Vermont legislature,
was member of Congress 1815-1817.

* That is, he held an argument with them.

3 Only a few winters since there were six-
teen weeks of consecutive sleighing in the
northern parts of Massachusetts, but only
about twelve that winter in the vicinity of
Boston. Eighteen weeks of consecutive sleigh-
ing between Boston and Portsmouth, along
the shore, would not probably occur once in
a century. There is a difference in this re-
spect between the ocean shore and fifty miles
inland.

4 Granville is in Washington County, N.Y.,
just over the line from Pawlet, Vt.
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5. Attended association. Very warm. The ministers talked considerably
of dividing into two, but concluded it is not best. Rode back to Poultney.
Strongly requested to return here. Am sorry.' O for direction.

6. Rode through Castleton,® Hubbardton, part of Sudbury to Whiting,®
and tarried with an old acquaintance. It rained considerably. People are
yet planting. Wheat looks promising. A very growing season.

7. Rode through Cornwall* to Middlebury. Treated kindly by my old
friends. Visited a son of Linus Beach, formerly from Norfolk, just gone.

8. The young man died last evening. Afternoon attended the funeral’
Rainy. The roads not yet dry.

9. Last night we had a very great shot® of rain. My jaw has been very
sore since my tooth was drawn, and is yet. Preached in the lower part of
New Haven.” A pretty full meeting. I guess one half quondam Norfolk
people.®

10. Visited some. Read the Bible. Wrote. Since the winter the season
has been extraordinary. We had a cold March, a cold April, and a cold May.
The season has not been so backward generally for a great number of years.
Perhaps it was in some parts in the year 1789. A Philadelphia account says:
“The natural world seems to vie with the moral in retrogression. The season
is such as to bring farmers’ business nearly a month in arrears.” Warm
weather did not properly come on till the 23d of May. For a number of days
after that vegetation was astonishingly rapid, and it has been a very growing
season ever since, though pretty wet.

11. Fixed my things. Very warm. Read some. Walked out.

From the Boston Mercury of June r1. [An after entry.] “It is with the
deepest sorrow that I communicate the melancholy event of the death of his
late Excellency, Increase Sumner,?® Esq., which happened this day about 11
o'clock. Moses Gill.”* In this death that State has met with a very heavy

! He went to Vermont on a tour of obser-
vation and usefulness, and not with the pur-
pose of settling there. He had other plans.

2 Poultney, Castleton, Hubbardton, and
Sudbury were in Rutland County. In all
these towns churches had been organized,
but they were all without settled ministers.

3 A church had been organized in Whit-
ing about five months before, but was with-
out a minister.

4 Cornwall, in Addison County, as already
stated, had a settled minister, Rev. Benjamin
Wooster.

5 Another illustration of the short time
elapsing between death and burial.

¢ We can make nothing of this word but
“shot.” The word may then have been used
for a violent rain-fall.

7 A church had been organized in New
Haven, nearly two years before, Nov. 15,

1797, but there was no settled pastor there,
until Rev. Silas L. Bingham, a native of
Hebron, Ct.,, Yale, 1790, was installed June
22, 1804.

® He finds people who had moved up to
Vermont from his native town wherever he
goes.

9 Increase Sumner, a native of Roxbury,
Mass., Harvard 1767, was chosen Governor
in 1797 to succeed Gov. Samuel Adams. He
was of a superior mind and character, but
hardly equal, comparatively, to the estimate
of the diary.

1° Moses Gill, Harvard, 1784, was chosen
Lieutenant-Governor with Mr. Sumner, and
upon the death of the last named, was Gov-
ernor for that year. He was succeeded in
the following year by Caleb Strong, of North-
ampton, a man of fine presence and superior
character.
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and perhaps an irreparable loss. Without doubt he was the best calculated to
fill that office of any man that has ever presided over that Commonwealth. O
that it might be a means of good to that great people, by teaching them not to

trust too much in an arm of clay. Gov. Sumner was in his fifty-third year.
12. The weather very unsteady. Rode about in New Haven; visited old

acquaintances. Very bad riding.
13. Rode to Middlebury Falls,
14. I live with a Mr. Foot.!
15. Quite cool.
largely at this business.
my brother N.

Requested to preach.
Great number of mills at this place. Rainy.
Walked out to see the gun manufactory.* They work here
Received a letter from my father.

Wrote a letter to

16. Dr. Edwards,® of Colebrook, is chosen President of Union College,

and leaves it wholly with the association whether he must go.

Preached in

the court-house. People here generally exceedingly stupid.*
17. Very warm. There seems to be very great preparations for war in

Europe, and determinations to pursue it with vigor.
and Turks, against the French and their conquered countries.

The Austrians, Russians,
A frame of a

house, partly covered, so that a poor family lived in it, burnt near by. A man

killed in town by the fall of a tree.
18. Read considerably.

Visited.
Wrote to my brother J., and cousin P. Starr,® at

Williams College. Very warm. Received a long and excellent letter from

my father.
Let all the people praise Thee.
soon.
Providence.

19. A fine growing season.

The roads dry very fast.

The work of God still goes on in Connecticut with great power.
I fear that my dear Uncle Robbins must die
He lately set out for Connecticut, but was forced to turn back from
My Aunt Thompson has been up and made a good visit.
arrived at Norfolk the day after I left home.

She
For me unfortunate.
Attended the

funeral of the man who was killed. One killed at Moulton in the same
manner, the same hour, of the same age, and left a similar family. The two
men had long been intimately acquainted.

20,

Rode into New Haven, and preached a lecture. Something rainy.

21. Rode back to Middlebury. Quite warm. Many people in these parts,

who are the most serious, are opposed to sound doctrines.
preach. He would not differ with me.*

! In 1783 Daniel Foot moved from Pitts-
fleld, Mass., taking with him his five sons,
Philip, Freeman, Martin, Stiliman, and John,
his wife remaining behind at Pittsfield till
the following year. It was with one of the
men above named, probably, that Mr. Robbins
made his home in Middlebury.

2 Jonathan Nichols had a contract with
government to manufacture a thousand guns.

3 Dr. Jonathan Edwards had been pastor
at the North Church, New Haven, 1769~1795.
He had been at Colebrook from January,
1796, to June, 1799, and was now going to
Union College for a brief presidency before

Heard a Baptist
Heard of the death of Gov. Sumner.”

his death. The coincidences between his
own life and death, and those of his illustri-
ous father, have often been pointed out.

4 In the hearing of the gospel message.

5 His brother James Watson is a freshman
in the college, and his cousin Peter Starr, of
Warren, Ct., is to graduate that summer.

¢ Doctrinally, a Calvinistic Baptist and an
average Congregationalist are much alike.
They separate on rites and ordinances.

7 It was eleven days after Gov. Sumner’s
death that the news reached him. The pas-
sage already reported, under date of June 11,
was from an after entry.
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22,
23. Very warm. A shower.
sider the plain truth.
24. Read.
man on imputation.

Wrote a long letter to my parents.
Many people here opposed to what I con-
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Wrote to my sister S.

Walked out and visited. Had considerable dispute with a

25. Attended the funeral of an infant child. Was invited to dine with the

Free-Masons.
orderly; still I hate Masonry.

26. Mr. Sanders’® is a pretty agreeable man, but not a divine.
Considerable noise with trooping,* etc.

Mr. Sanders, of Vergennes, preached.

They were pretty

Very warm.,

27. Dreadful slaughter and bloodshed in Europe. There have not been
such battles during the war, as lately between the Austrians and French.

They fight most obstinately.
quarters.® ZLaus Deo.
sacres.

It appears the French are defeated in all
In the conquered countries are insurrections and mas-
The plague is in Bonaparte’s army in Egypt.

28. In all the wars and confusion God is at the helm. Rode to Ver-

gennes.* Visited friends there.

New Haven.

30.
dollars as a contribution.

Had a pretty full and serious meeting. Very hot.
[Later entry.] This last was the day that my dear

Steady hot weather.
29. This is a place of considerable business.
recovering from infidelity and great immoralities.

1 believe this State is
Rode to Capt. Phelps’s,*

Received three

Uncle Robbins® was summoned from our world.

Jouy.

1. Rode to Monkton” and preached a lecture in a house. Had a long
discourse with a number of Methodists.

A very hard thunder-shower.

2. Rode down to Middlebury. Yesterday the wind was very high in

! Daniel C. Sanders, D. D. He was a
doctor of divinity in title, but Mr. Robbins, in
saying that he was not a divine means that
he was not theologically educated and in-
structed. He was graduated at Harvard in
1788, and was minister at Vergennes from
1794 to 1799. He was dismissed about two
months after this intervicw, Aug. 24, 1799.

2 The old fashioned troopers in their occa-
sional gatherings for exercise, were apt to be
rather disorderly.

3 During the spring and early summer of
this year there had been a succession of bat-
tles, in which the French were beaten, such
a3 Stokach, Verona, Magnano, Cassano, Adda,
and Zurich.

4 Vergennes was about fifteen miles north-
west of Middlebury, near Lake Champlain.

5 Captain Matthew Phelps, one of the
most enterprising men of the early town.
His son, Maj. Matthew Phelps, was gradu-
ated at Middlebury College in 1804.

¢ Chandler Robbins, D. D., of Plymouth,
Mass. His father, Rev. Philemon Robbins,
the life-long minister at Branford, Ct. (1733~
1781), had nine children, three sons and six
daughters. His three sons were all started
on a course of public education. One of them
died while in college. The other two were
the eminent ministers at Plymouth, Mass,,
and Norfolk, Ct. Chandler Robbins was or-
dained at Plymouth, Jan. 30, 1769, and con-
tinued till his death, June 30, 1799.

The grandfather of Chandler and Ammi
Ruhamah was Nathaniel Robbins of Cam-
bridge, whose wife was Hannah Chandler.
Hence the given name of the Plymouth pas-
tor.

7 Monkton, in Addison County, Vt., had
no Congregational church at that time, nor
was there any organized until May 24, 1824.
There was probably Methodist preaching
there, though it may have been by a man of
some other denomination.
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I am requested by this town to preach here while I continue in

the country. Afternoon rode to Starksborough' with company.
3. Had a good night with Deacon Hall* and family, formerly from Nor-

folk.

pretty strong.

Preached a lecture. The Methodists have had considerable hold in
these new towns, but they are evidently on the decline.

The Baptists still

4 Rode to Bristol and preached a lecture with a great concavity for my

footstool, and a greater concavity for my canopy.’
Rode to New Haven.

Arminian* people.

Had a dispute with some
May this day be recognized with

gratitude and praise by all American people.
5. Awakenings increase in Connecticut, particularly in Norfolk. Zaus

et gloria.

Warm and showery. Rode down to Middlebury.
6. Began an oration for the next Commencement.®

O for a sense of the

importance of the work of the ministry.

7. People here appear to be something serious.

the awakenings below.
of the country.

8. Rode out and visited. Caught a bad cold from a wet floor.

French armies have ill success.
9. Wrote on my oration.

Read some.

Gave some account of

I cannot help hoping that it will extend to this part

The

At evening walked out.

10. Rode and visited. People talk considerably about the awakening.

Weather pretty cool.

11. Visited a woman in New Haven most gone with the consumption.
My cold quite bad. People beginning to mow.

12.  Wrote on my oration.
13. Quite unwell.

Troubled with the dysentery. It rained some.
I weighed one hundred and twenty-one.

Wrote a

letter to President Fitch® and one to Dr. Howe,” of Poultney.
14. Fashionable people here think I preach too close. Warm. Troubled

with a diarrhcea.

15. The morning rainy. Set out on a journey northward. Rode through

New Haven to Moulton and tarried.

16. Went through a part of Ferrisburgh® to Charlotte.® Visited Mr.

Newell,” formerly minister at Goshen.

! There was no Congregational church in
Starksborough until 1304.

2 With the old Norfolk families he felt
peculiarly at home, and it was a great pleas-
ure to them to see some one who could
revive the old memories.

3 There was no Congregational church or-
ganized at Bristol until July 8, 1805. By his
description we understand that he preached
in the open air.

+ Probably the terms Arminian and Meth-
odist are meant in this Vermont connection
to be somewhat interchangeable.

$ Early in the next September,

Through Shelburne to Burlington Bay.

¢ Ebenezer Fitch, D. D., President of Will-
iams College.

7 Nehemiah Howe and Silas Howe, were
among the first settlers of Poultney between
1770 and 1780. Silas Howe was first deacon
of the Congregational church.

® No Congregational church in Ferris-
burgh until 1824.

9 Charlotte is in Chittenden County.

19 This was Rev. Abel Newell, a graduate
of Yale in 1751, and settled at Goshen, Ct.,
1755-1781. He was already an old man,
nearly fifty years out of college, but he lived
till 1813.
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Found some acquaintance. Very kindly entertained at Col. Keyes’s.!

disorder has left me. Grafia Deo.

17. May I remember this moming.
tleman asked me if I wished to look at a late Walpole paper.*
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My

This morning at Col. Keyes’s a gen-
I took it, and

looking among the deaths I saw, ¢ Dr. Chandler Robbins, of Plymouth, sixty.”

How was I shocked.

Crossed Onion River bridge; a great curiosity. Passed through Colches-
ter, Essex, Westford, Fairfax, a part of Fletcher to Fairfield.’® Quite hot

weather,
Found friends at Fairfield.

18. Rode to the north part of the town.

here live mostly in log-houses.

People all engaged in haying. These northern towns appear new.

Visited Norfolk people. People

I am now the farthest from home that I have

ever been, about two hundred and thirty miles.*

19. A little rain.
20,
Very hot weather.
21.

Norfolk.

Afternoon preached a lecture.
Rode back to the middle of the town. This is a good town for grass.

Preached in a barn.  Full meeting. Saw Esq. Turner,® formerly from

22. Laid the plan of a house for a man about to build. Afternoon

preached a lecture.
23.

Rode down to Fairfax with Esq. Turner, and preached a lecture.

Forded the river La Moille as I did going up. Came to Essex and lodged.

Some rain.
24. Came to Stephen Butler's.®
overcome with the heat.

He was formerly from Norfolk. Almost
In the coolest place I could find was put to it for

breath. Towards evening rode to Jericho,” and visited a Mr. Kingsbury.! A

very dry season. Fine hay weather.

25.
settled minister north of Cornwall.

Found old acquaintance. Mr. Kingsbury has trials,

He is the only

He rode with me to Essex. People
almost universally drink water, and that oftentimes poor.
in a barn. We had a very fine shower.

Preached a lecture

26. Rode in company with Esq. Turner and wife through part of Jericho,
forded Onion River, through Williston to Hinesburgh.? I think I never saw

better land than the meadows of the Onion River.

! Probably Elnathan Keyes, a graduate of
Dartmouth, who was a practicing attorney in
Burlington as early as 1794.

3 The Farmer's Museum was started in
Walpole, N. H., April 11, 1793, and still
exists in the succession, as the Cheshire Re-
publican, now published at Keene, N. H.

2 The first named towns were in Chitten-
den County, and the others in Franklin.
Franklin County touches New York on the
west and Canada on the north. In none of
the above named towns was there a Congre-
gational church except in Essex.

Afternoon preached a

4 Fairfield is within twelve or fifteen miles
of the Canada line.

$ Probably Bates Turner, elsewhere men-
tioned.

¢ From 1801 to 1806 Stephen Butler was
constable in Essex, Vt.

7 There was a Congregational church at
Jericho, founded in 1791.

$ Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, a native of
North Coventry, Ct., and a graduate of Yale
in 1783.

9 Hinesburgh had a Congregational church
founded in 1789, but Williston had none.
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lecture. People in this State do not appear to be so much infected with infi-
delity, as erroneous views in religion. The Methodists have a pretty strong hold
at Hinesburgh, Starksborough, and Monkton, but not much at the northward of
those places. The disorganizing principles of the Baptists do considerable
damage. In most of the towns people seem disposed to hear preaching, and
wish to get regular ministers. I have many applications. Masonic lodges are
forbidden to meet by law in Great Britain.'

27. The Methodists go great lengths in fanaticism. They hurt their own
cause. Eat green peas. Rode to Starksborough.* Excessive hot.

28. Preached in a barn. People appear serious. Methodists appear to
hate me with great sincerity.® The Baptists are very jealous of regular, edu-
cated ministers. Eat cucumbers.

29. Rode to Monkton,* and preached in a neighborhood of Methodists, by
previous desire. Their champion, Mitchel, was present. After meeting we
had considerable talk. The hearts of all people are in God’s hands, and may
he direct them in the right way. Rode to New Haven, and tarried.

30. People generally beginning harvest,® which comes in pretty well. The
last two weeks the heat of haying. Rode down to Middlebury. Thanks to
God for such a prosperous journey. It has been fatiguing, but I have been
surrounded with mercies. Universally a dry and hot season. We have the
other extreme from the spring. The riding in this country very good now.
Flies are very troublesome to a traveler. I am very kindly treated wherever
I go. Very great want of ministers in this State. Received a letter from my
father announcing the mournful death of my dear Uncle Robbins, and another
from cousin Samuel P. Robbins,* at Norfolk, soon after he heard the affecting
news, O that I might have feeling, and take due notice of such solemn calls
of God’s holy providence. My friend N. Tumner is settled at New Marl-

borough. I am very sorry, and believe he has done wrong.

3I.

Hall, of Starksborough. Walked out.

! That is a quiet remark, by the way, sug-
gested doubtless by what he saw of Masonry
in Vermont. As we know from a previous
utterance, he did not admire the institution
there.

2 There was no Congregational church in
Starksborough.

3 There was far more of denominational
jealousy and prejudice in the country at the
beginning of this century than now.

4 No Congregational church at Monkton
till 1824.

S The harvest was the gathering of the
grains, wheat, rye, oats, etc., which did not
usually begin in New England till haying was
well-nigh done.

Wrote a letter to Deacon Steele,” of Hinesburgh, and another to Dr.

¢ Samuel Prince Robbins was the son of
Dr. Chandler Robbins, of Plymouth. He
had graduated the year before at Harvard
College. A few years later he was ordained
to the work of the ministry at Marietta,
Ohio, his cousin, Rev. Thomas Robbins,
the author of this diary, preaching the ser-
mon.

7 Dea. Josiah Steele was from East Hart-
ford, Ct. He was the chief mover in the or-
ganization of the Congregational church in
Hinesburgh, and was its first deacon. His
son Eliphaz was clerk of the church from
1802 to 1818. The men going up from
Connecticut were apt to be church-going
people.
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AuGusT.

1. Wrote on my oration for Commencement.
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Had company.

2. Received a letter from the town of Charlotte, requesting me to go there

and preach. I cannot go.!

as hot weather as I ever knew for so long a time.

cool.
3. Finished my oration.

Went into the water.

For about a fortnight past I think there has been

Nights, however, rather

Walked out and drank tea.

4. Last night we had a very heavy shower on the very thirsty ground.

Full meeting.

5. Rode out and visited. People in the hight of harvest.
ZLaus Deo. There has been a remarkably good season to

generally very full.

It comes in

get hay. Became considerably acquainted with Gov. Tichenor.
6. Nearly all the maritime forces of Europe are now in the Mediterranean

Sea. Carnage is expected. Wrote a letter to Mr. Hills, of Charlotte.
Walked out.
Rode to Waybridge,® and preached a lecture.

ceived one from my brouther James.
7. Wrote home.

down to Cornwall and visited Mr. Wooster.

country.
8. Rode back to Middlebury.
bridge here.

Re-

Rode
Great quantities of wheat in this

They are building a large and good
The building of it will cost eighty dollars besides the materials.

9. Wrote a letter to Mr. Bates Turner,* of Fairfield. Attended conference.
ro. Wrote a letter to my brother A., and one to my friend D. Noble. As
I expect to be taken up tomorrow, which will be my birthday, it being the

Sabbath, I set aside this day to fasting and prayer.
was informed that a town-meeting is warned here to give me a call.

much surprised and very sorry.*

11. My voice, I think, is not so clear and strong as it has been.
Thanks to God who has brought me to the

shall fail. Thy will be done.

Showers. At evening
I was

Ifear I

close of another year, and to another joyful birthday.* O for more gratitude

and love.

My last year has been happier than I could have expected.
12. Rode out and visited in the eastern part of the town.

In the morning

had a long talk with some unprincipled men about the situation of the town.

Showery.

13. Rode to Salisbury,” and preached a lecture.

Afterwards had a dispute

with a young man there in public on doctrines. Quite warm. Returned.

! Because he is engaged at Middlebury,
30 long as he stays in Vermont.

? Isaac Tichenor, a graduate of Princeton,
1773, Senator in Congress and Governor of
Vermont.

? Mr. Robbins in his diary spells this place
Waybridge. It is now written Weybridge.
There was a Congregational church in this
town organized in 1794, but the first settled
minister was Rev. Jonathan Hovey, a native of
Mansfield, Ct., who began his work in 1806.

¢ In the Vermont Historical Gazetteer, Vol.

I1, p. 192, Bates Turner is given as among
the early settlers of Fairfield. He was prob-
ably of the Turner family of Norfolk, Ct.

5 Ministers were so scarce in all this re-
gion that it was hard to resist the importu.
nities of people asking him to stay and settle
with them. But he had formed other plans
of labor. )

¢ He was now twenty-two years old.

7 Salisbury adjoins Middlebury on the
south. It had no Congregational church
until February, 1804.
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14. Rode to New Haven and visited. People generally have done haying

and harvest.*

15. Returned. Began a sermon on Luke ii: 10.* .Visited.
16. The combined armies of Austria and Russia seem likely to restore

Europe to its primitive state.
17. Wrote.
to see me.

Preached a sacramental lecture.
Afternoon Deacon Hall and wife from Starksborough called
Rode to Cornwall,® to exchange with Mr. Wooster.

Forded the

creek in this town. The Methodists in the towns above tell many false stories

about me.

May I forgive my enemies.
18. Had a full meeting. Conversed considerably.

Visited a sick man.

Mr. Wooster, as a minister, is rather solitary.
19. Rode back. Rode out and visited. Walked three miles.

20. Wrote considerably.
ference.

21. Finished my sermon on Luke ii: 10.

like to be a large place.*
22. Studied some.

Learning my oration.

Attended a small con-

Visited. I think this town is

Walked out and visited. Went to the town-meeting,

which was warned to give me a call; and after saying a number of things,

desired them not to come to any vote.*

matter dropped easily.

I am not willing to be settled. The

23. Walked to Waybridge and back.® A very hot and dry season.

24. Rode out.

It is rather trying to leave old friends here.

25. Had a very full and attentive meeting. Very many people called in

to see me.

26. Received five dollars of this town.”

Set out for Connecticut. Rode

through Salisbury, Leicester, Brandon, and Pittsford to Rutland.® Tarried

with Rev. Mr. Ball.?

T Haying and harvesting would be two or
three weeks later in this region than in
southern New England.

24« And the angel said unto them, fear
not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.”

3 Comwail joins Middlebury on the west.

* His conjecture was right. Middlebury
is one of the important towns of Vermont
for business; as also for other things. A
Congregational church was organized here
Sept. 5, 1790, and two months later Rev.
John Barnett, a native of Windsor, Ct., a
graduate of Yale in 1780, was set over it.
e remained for five years. When Mr. Rob-
bins was here they had no minister, but in
the fall of that year (1799) Rev. Jeremiah
Atwater, D. D., came here, and in 1800
Middlebury College was founded, and Dr.
Atwater was madc its first President.

5 This was a true and honorable course
of conduct. Some young men would have
allowed them to extend the call, even though
they were determined not to accept it. But
Mr. Robbins was a very conscientious, care-
ful, sincere Christian man, and would not
seem to act a double part.

¢ Weybridge touches Middlebury on the
northwest corner of the town.

7 His journey to Vermont was evidently
not 2 money making expedition.

8 At first he starts southward through
a more inland tier of towns than those
through which he came up.

9 Rev. Heman Ball, D.D., a native of
Springfield, Mass., graduate of Dartmouth,
1791, who was settled at Rutland, Feb. 1,
1797. The Congregational church at Rut-
land was one of the older churches of the
State.
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27. Rutland is the largest place I have seen in the State.

GOING TO COMMENCEMENT. 93

Called on Rev.

Mr. Haynes,' West Rutland. Rode through Ira, Castleton, and tarried in

Poultney.* Cool nights,
28. A very dry season.
quite sickly.
Tarried at Arlington.
29. Rode to Bennington.

A rainy day. Very joyful.

This morning a little frost. In some places it is
Rode through Wells, etc.; the same road in which I went up.

Tarried with Mr.

Swift. This State much engaged in electioneering.
30. Rode to Williamstown. Found my brother James; kindly received.

Quite warm.

3r.
situation.

SzrreMEER.

My oration was affirmed. Visited Mr. Swift.

College in a good

1. A hard rain. Rather a thin meeting. Preached all day. Attended

the holy sacrament. O for a sense of its importance.
After meeting the President delivered an excellent

with President Willard.?

Became acquainted

discourse to the candidates for degrees in the chapel.
2. Had a long talk with the President. Visited. There is the best

meeting-house ¢ here I have ever been in.

ministers.

At night tarried at Mr. Swift’s with

3. Afternoon rainy. My father and brother A., Uncle and Aunt Starr,®
and other friends, arrived in town. At evening attended an exhibition.

4 It rained moderately the greatest part of the day.
The exhibition very good.

no procession. A great many people.

In the afternoon
I delivered

an English oration on Annihilation.® Took my second degree. Thanks be
to sovereign grace, who has thus prepared me through seven happy years, in

which I have been allied to college.

5. In the momning quite rainy. My father is this day fifty-nine years old.
Visited a scholar very sick, but happily recovering.
6. Set out for home with my father and others. Came down to Stock-

bridge.’

7. Arrived home safely after an absence of nearly four months. My
most sanguine hopes for the summer have been answered. O for gratitude.
At night very rainy. Very refreshing to the thirsty ground.

! Rev. Lemuel Haynes, the famous col-
ored preacher. He was a native of West
Hartford, Ct., but was settled at West Rut-
land from 1788 to 1818.

2 From Poultney down he followed the
path in which he came up.

3 Rev. Joseph Willard, D. D., from 1781
to 1804 President of Harvard College. He
was the son of Rev. Samuel Willard, minister
of Biddeford, Me.

4 A great contrast to the meeting-house

in which he was graduated three years be-
fore.

5 Rev. Peter Starr and wife from Warren,
to see their son graduate. Mrs. Starr was
sister of Rev. Mr. Robbins, of Norfolk.

¢ Rather a rare and unique subject for a
Commencement oration, but capable of being
effectively handled.

7 His Aunt Woodbridge was no longer
there to welcome her friends. She died, it
will be remembered, the previous February.



94 DIARY OF REV. THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D.

8. My father rode to Colebrook and preached.'
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I never saw such an

appéirance in this town as now. The work of God is indeed very great.
Forty are already added to my father’s church. Many more have hopes, and

the work still goes on gloriously.
High.

9. Went on a journey to New Haven.
Found old acquaintance.

10. Forenoon very rainy. Rode into New Haven.
is a turnpike road. Found many former friends.

Salem, and tarried at Mr. Fowler’s.

How shall we bless and praise the Most

Dined at Litchfield. Rode on to

From Litchfield here
About forty freshmen are

admitted into college. Afternoon there was an oration delivered to the
P. B. K. Society. Dr. Trumbull* preached on the evidences of Christianity.
It was seven years this day since I was admitted into college.

11. The exercises were lengthy, but pretty good. Aftermoon very hot.

Many eminent characters were present.

with my class.

I took a degree of master of arts

12. Attended meeting; P. B. K. Society. We had considerable debate
about altering it from a secret society®to some other, but could not. A
part of a regiment of the United States army is encamped near this city.

Left town and came to Cheshire.

13. I think I have not felt the heat more any day this year.
Torringford and arrived home in safety.
Worked some.
the metallic tractors, died lately in New York of the yellow fever.
down to oppose it, and fell a sacrifice.

14. My sister S. quite unwell.

Came on to

Dr. Perkins,* inventor of
L
He went

15. Rode to Colebrook and preached. Some awakening there, but not

great.

17. Walked out. Afternoon rode with my mamma.

18. Worked considerably.
ministerial labors.

My father is employed incessantly in his

19. My father has entered four scholars in Williams, and three in Yale

College this fall.

the church committee in order to be propounded for communion.

! Dr. Jonathan Edwards, whose long
ministry had been at New Haven Ct., had
been at Colebrook from January, 1796, and
was dismissed in June, 1799, to be President of
Union College. He removed with his family
to Schenectady in July of that summer. The
Norfolk minister supplied the pulpit in Cole-
brook on that second Sabbath of September,
and his son Thomas probably preached in
the Norfoltk pulpit.

2 ’r. Benjamin Trumbull, minister at
North Haven from 1760 to 1820, a native of
Hebron, graduate of Yale, 1759, author of
The History of Connecticul.

3 The secrecy was mostly taken out of it

Rainy. A number of people came here to be examined by

They

before the writer entered Yale College in
183s.

4 Dr. Elisha Perkins, son of Dr. Joseph
Perkins, of Norwich, Ct., was a physician in
large practice in Plainfield, Ct. About 1796
he invented the metallic tractors, two instru-
ments, one with steel points, and one with
brass, which being passed over the diseased
parts of the body would, as was claimed, re-
move the disease. For a few years, both in
this country and in England, Dr. Perkins and
his tractors had a great rcputation. He died
September, 1799, as the diary relates. The
excitement about the metallic tractors was

temporary.
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appear very well.

20. Wrote. Traded some.

Their relations are clear and rational.
lecture. People flock to all meetings.

AT HOME AT NORFOLK. 95

I preached a
Began a sermon on 2 Cor. vi: 2.

The assassination of the French plenipoten-

tiaries at Rastadt® seems to have been a project of the Directory.

21. Rode out. Wrote considerably.

to make us a visit.

My brother A. and wife came over

22. My father not being very well, I preached all day. The house very

much crowded.
and attentive.
At evening the conference very full.

23. Laying out to go to Plymouth with my sister.

I have never preached to so large an audience.
My father propounded twenty-four persons for communion.

Very serious

My cousin Isaac Rob-

bins* came to make us a visit on his way from Ohio to Plymouth. He has

been from Plymouth above nine years.

preacher.

He is a Methodist, “sometimes’’

24. Rode with my father to New Hartford,® and attended association.
Went on the new turnpike road ; like to be very good.

25. Rode home.
were reviewed by Gov. Gill.*
26. Rode out.

A military brigade met yesterday at Bennington, and

Afternoon Mr. Gillett,® of Torrington,® preached a lecture.

My father has had a stated Thursday lecture all summer.

27. Had a new hat made.
came to visit us.

Dr. Humphreys and wife from Pawtucket,
Preparing for our journey.

28. This moming considerable frost; the first real one that we have had.

A fine year for apples and cider.
Plymouth. Rode to New Hartford.
29. Mr. Griffin is absent.

Preached. Very windy.

In the afternoon set out with my sister for

The awakening has

been very great there, but has mostly subsided. Wrote a letter to Mr. Catlin,
New Marlborough, and one to Mr. N. Munger, Middlebury, Vt.

t « On the breaking up of the Congress of
1799 without any definite result, the three
French plenipotentiaries set out for Stras-
burg on the evening of April 19, but they
had scarcely got beyond the gates of Ras-
tadt, when they were attacked by a number
of Austrian hussars; two of the three were
slain, and the other sabered and left for dead
in a ditch. . . . This flagrant violation of the
law of nations roused the indignation and
horror not only of France, but of all Europe.”
— Chambers's Encyclopadia, Vol. VIII, p. 117.

2 Isaac Robbins was a son of Dr. Chand-
ler, Robbins, of Plymouth, born in 1770, now
twenty-nine years old. He was [iving out in
Ohio.

3 At this time, the pulpit of New Hart-

ford was filled by Edward D. Griffin, then a
young man of twenty-nine. He afterward
became the celebrated Dr. Griffin, Professor
at Andover Theological Seminary, Pastor of
Park Street Church, Boston, and President
of Williams College from 1821 to 1837. He
was a native of East Haddam, Ct., born Jan.
6, 1770.

4 Elected Lieutenant-Governor, but Gov-
ernor by the death of Gov. Increase Sumner.

$ Alexander Gillett, a native of East
Granby, Ct. (Turkey Hills), graduated at Yale,
1770, the pastor at Torrington from 1792 to
1826.

¢ Torrington was the name of the town
of which Torringford was a part. It was an
important town in western Connecticut.
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Rode to Glastonbury and tarried with Mr. Lockwood.! Very dry and
dusty. My sister is hardly able to perform the journey.

390.

OcTorxx.

1. Rode to Marlborough, and tarried at my old home, Mr. Carter’s. This
society has given Mr. Gould,® who is chosen tutor at Williams College, a call
to settle with them in the ministry.

2. There has been considerable awalcening in this parish the past sum-
mer, but I fear it is subsiding. Rode through Hebron and Windham to
Plainfield. Fine weather. My sister very tired. The academy in this town
very flourishing.

3. Rode on through Sterling in Connecticut; and in Rhode Island, Cov-
entry, Foster, Scituate, and tarried at a tavern in Johnston,® three miles from
Providence. My sister quite unwell by the fatigue of the journey.

4. Rode on. Walked around Providence. This city appears flourishing.
Went into the Baptist and new Presbyterian meeting-houses;* the best meet-
ing-houses in New England. Rode through Providence, part of Rehoboth,

Barrington,* and Warren to Bristol.
We arrived safely at Dr. Bradford’s;® an uncle by marriage. Very

towns.
kindly received.
5. My sister quite unwell,

Bristol and Warren are very pretty

My uncle here lives in a fine situation, a mile

from the town, on a large farm on Mount Hope, the celebrated seat of King

Philip. Fences here are most wholly large stone walls.

LForresters.

6. Attended meeting and the holy sacrament.
solemnized whenever I approach the holy table.

Read some in ZZe

O may my mind be
Heard Mr. Wight,” the

minister here, preach. Dr. Bradford is a man of great information.

! Rev. William Lockwood was the pastor
at Glastonbury from 1797 to 1804, when he
was obliged to resign on account of ill-health,
and was never able to resume the pastoral
charge, though he lived till 1828. His father,
James Lockwood, was an eminent man in his
generation, was pastor at Wethersfield from
1739 to 1772, when he died; was a Fellow of
Yale, was solicited to succeed Pres. Clap as
President of Yale, and also was offered the
Presidency of the College of New Jersey, but
he declined both these offers.

2 Mr. Vinson Gould, graduated at Will-
iams in 1797, and two years later was chosen
tutor. He did not accept the Marlborough
call. He was a native of Sharon, Ct.

3 In Rhode Island Congregational churches
are few now, and were fewer then. In none
of the four towns here named was there a
Congregational church.

4 The fathers, at the beginning of this cent-
ury, often called Congregational churches

Presbyterian. The meeting-house here re-
ferred to was probably that of the so-called
Beneficent Church.

S At Barrington was the oldest Congrega-
tional church in the State of Rhode Island,
founded in 1670.

¢ This William Bradford was of the fourth
generation from the illustrious William Brad-
ford of 1620, Governor of the Plymouth
Colony. He was a physician in large and
successful practice, first living at Warren,
and then on Mount Hope, Bristol. His wife
was Mary Le Baron, of Plymouth, born 1731,
half-sister of Thomas Robbins’s mother. Dr.
Bradford lived with her twenty-four years in
the married state, and then lived thirty-three
years a widower. His wife digd in 1775, at
the age of forty-four, while he lived on alone
until 1808.

7 Rev. Henry Wight, D. D, native of
Medfield, Mass., graduate of Harvard, 1782,
pastor at Bristol from 1785 to 1828.
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7. Walked out with a cousin.
trade.

There is considerable shipping owned here.
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The people here do much in the African

Afternoon rode to

Warren and back. There is very little religion here even in form.'
8. Walked on to Mt. Hope, which affords one of the finest prospects I
ever saw; and I guess, equal to any in New England. Rainy. Dined with

Capt. De Wolf,? the husband of one of my cousins.

He has a set of china-

ware which cost two hundred and fifty dollars in Canton.

9. After a fine visit we left our friends at Bristol.
Tarried at Col. Crossman’s,’

Swansea, and Dighton to Taunton.
very kind.
10. A very hard rain.

Rode through Warren,
They were

A number of soldiers are stationed in this town.

Towards night we rode to Raynham. Being rainy we were obliged to stop at

a private house.

11.  Our hosts were very kind. They would not take anything. My sister

evidently gets better.
sacramental lecture.
to the South Seas.

12. Rode through Carver to Plymouth. Found friends all well.

Came to Middleborough to Mr. Barker's.*
The English missionary ship has gone a second voyage

Preached a

The

departure of my dear uncle Robbins has made a great blank. We have had a

very prosperous journey.

O for gratitude.

At evening a Mr. Kendall® came

to Aunt Robbins’s to board; a candidate hired to preach here, now a tutor at

Harvard College.

13. Heard Mr. Kendall preach. He appears to be an Arminian® in full.

A very great congregation here.

At evening attended a conference.

Gave

an account of awakenings at the westward. Prayed with a dying man.

14. Wet and cloudy weather still continues.

Walked and visited.

15. Fine weather after nearly a week of wet and bad. Dined with Mr. W.
Goodwin.” Read the articles of capitulation of Mantua. The Russians and
Austrians took it after a short but vigorous siege, and found in it great stores,

Attended a funeral.

! This remark very true and characteris-
tic of Rhode Island in the last century, and
early part of the present. It was, at that
time, missionary ground for the Connecticut
churches.

2 The DeWolfs, of Bristol, have been a
conspicuous family for character and wealth
for generations.

3 This was the father probably, of Rev.
Joseph W. Crossman, who had been two
years before settled at Salisbury, Ct. Joseph
W. Crossman was a graduate of Brown Uni-
versity in 1795, :

¢ Rev. Joseph Barker, who was born and
brought up in Branford, Ct., where Thomas
Robbins’s grandfather Philemon was minister.

Mr. Barker was born in 1751, graduated at
Yale in 1771, and settled at Middleborough
in 1781. He remained here till his death in
1815.

5 This was James Kendall, D. D, after-
wards pastor for a lifetime at Plymouth, and
under whose ministry the church passed from
the Trinitarian to the Unitarian faith.

6 Already the theology which came from
Harvard was different from that which came
from Yale.

7 This Mr. W. Goodwin was a son of Na-
thanie] Goodwin. His mother was a Le
Baron, but he was not nearly related to Mr.
Robbins. The Goodwins and Le Barons in-
termarried considerably.
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16. The Dutch fleet in the Texel have surrendered to the British for the

Stadtholder without any opposition.

Dined with Dr. Thacher.

At evening

preached a private lecture to a large audience. Walked and viewed the mode

of curing fish.

17. Very cold for the season.
here last.
health amends.

There is considerable maritime trade and fishing

This town has increased much since I was

My sister's

18. Made considerable inquiry concerning my ancestry, and noted what I

could get.
keeping school for a short time.

19. Rode to Rochester with my sister and cousin I. Robbins.*

well at my uncle’s. Warm.
20. Preached for my uncle.’
21. Walked out and visited.
Many fine singers here.

My cousin Lemuel Le Baron,® a graduate at Providence, is bhere

Found all

Cloudy, and a thin meeting.
At evening had considerable company.

22. Quite cold. My uncle is an excellent man. People here trade con-

siderably.

23. We have had a very fine visit here. Set out for Plymouth. Came on
to Mr. Everett’s ¢ at Wareham, and unfortunately found him and his wife gone.

Dined. Wrote him a letter and came on.

Went into the furnace at Carver,

and arrived at Plymouth safely. Quite cold.
24. My Uncle W. Le Baron,® whom I have not seen before, appears quite

agreeably. Walked out and visited.
25. Dined at Aunt Thompson’'s.®

She having failed through misfortune has

again begun in trade, and has fair prospects. This town is in a very great

tumult respecting a minister.

26. Dined at Gen. Goodwin’s. A

very elegant dinner. Saturday and

Sabbath evenings here seem to be considerably devoted to visiting. Talked
freely with my friends on sentiments in divinity.
27. Heard Mr. Kendall preach. I think it will be a great misfortune to

this town to have him for their minister.

evening attended a conference.

I fear he will lead souls astray. At

28. A rainy day. Saturday evening my cousin Chandler Robbins came
here from the eastward on a short visit. This town in a great ferment on

! A son of Rev. i.emuel Le Baron, minister
at Rochester. This cousin had graduated
that fall at Brown University.

* Isaac Robbins from Ohio. It will be
remembered that he appeared at Norfolk,
only a few weeks before, on his way from
Ohio to his home in Plymouth.

3 Lemuel Le Baron, born in 1747, two
years after his sister, the wife of the Norfolk
minister, was graduated at Yale in 1768, and
was settled in Rochester in 1772, where he
remained for life. He continued sole pastor
till 1832, sixty years, when the young man

that preached for him that day was, Oct. 16,
1832, installed as colleague. This parish is
now known as Mattapoisett. Rev. Mr. Le
Baron died in 1836, in his goth year.

¢ Rev. Noble Everett, a native of Wood-
bury, Ct., graduated at Yale in 1775, and
minister at Wareham from 1782 to 1819.

$ William Le Baron, born t751. He was
six years younger than his sister Elizabeth.

¢ Irene Robbins, daughter of Rev. Phile-
mon Robbins, of Branford, married Mr. G.
D. Thompson. We suppose her to be the
“ Aunt Thompson " he speaks of.
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account of a billet which was yesterday pinned on the cushion, and addressed
to the minister. At evening it appeared to be from my cousin P. G. Robbins.*

29. In the morning set out for Boston. Fine weather. Saw the Presi-
dent’s situation in Quincy.* Arrived at Boston in the evening.

30. Found friends more and better than I expected. A great deal of
parade in honor of the President’s birthday. The most splendid military
parade that I ever saw. There is a great deal of business done here. The
streets very full and crowded. At evening attended the theater with my
cousin J. Le Baron.

31. My feet and ankles are quite sore with walking on the pavement.
Called on Mr. E. N. Robbins. He was very hospitable. If I shall ever go to
Boston again he will assist me into inquiring into our ancestry. Left Boston.

Called and visited Mr. Cobb, of Kingston, who is one hundred and five years

old last April.

Novauser.
1. Visited friends.

brethren of the church, to converse about a minister.

people seem to be strangely deluded.

Arrived safely at Plymouth.

Quite cold. At evening attended a meeting with the

Some of the serious

2. Took an affectionate leave of all friends, and set out for home with

my sister.
Taunton.

Dined with Mr. Barker,® of Middleborough, and came on to

3. Very cold all day. Preached for a new society three miles from the
center of the town. The center of the town is determined to have a Cam-

bridge Arminian* minister.

At evening had company.

4 Cold morning. Rode through a part of Attleborough and Rehoboth to

Pawtucket.®
cotton-works, etc.

Tarried with Dr. Shumway.
At evening preached a lecture to a pretty large audience.

Saw the mill-works, gun-works,

5. Came through the State of Rhode Island to Plainfield. My sister

rides very well.* Found friends kind.

6. Rode to Norwich. Came on to Lebanon, and tarried with Mr. Gur-

ley” Fine weather.

! Peter Gilman Robbins, the . youngest
child of Dr. Chandler Robbins, born in 1781,
and now only sixteen or seventeen years old.

2 Travelers through Quincy for nearly a
hundred years, have been careful to take a
look at the Adams’s mansion.

3 Rev. Joseph Barker, already noticed.

¢ Arminian as used in connection with the
Congregational churches of New England at
the beginning of this century, was a general
rather than a strictly technical term. It im-
plied a low state of doctrine, and of practical
picty.

S Pawtucket was not then a town, but a
part of Providence.

¢ This remark seems to suggest that this
was a horseback journey.

7Rev. John Gurley, the maiden name of
whose wife was Mary Porter, of Heblron,
great aunt of the editor of this diary. He
has spent many days and nights in this old
parsonage house. Here were born John W.
Gurley, a brilliant lawyer, killed in a ducl at
New Orleans, Mary, wife of Rev. Dr. Gillett,
of Hallowell, Me.,, Henry H., member of
Congress, and judge in Louisiana, Ralph R.,
for a long course of years Secretary of the
American Colonization Society. Aftcr the
death of Rev. Mr. Gurley Mrs. Gurley mar-
ried Gen. Absalom Peters.
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7. Rode through Colchester to Marlborough. Received thirty dollars®

from this society.

8. Rode to Hartford. Tarried with Mr. Strong.* Afternoon something

rainy.

9. Left Hartford, and at evening arrived home.’

Found all well. We

have had an exceeding prosperous journey. Our most sanguine wishes have
been answered and plans accomplished. This week has been remarkably

good weather for the season.

evening attended conference.

What shall we render to the Lord for all his
mercies? O bless the Lord our souls.

ro. I think I never saw a fuller congregation in this town.
God continues here with great power.

The work of
I preached in the afternoon. At

11.  Received letters which had come for me in my absence; one from Mr.
N. Munger,* and one from Mr. Andrews, Middlebury, Vt. My horse is pretty

poor.*

12. Rainy. Afternoon a number of persons were examined, to be pro-

pounded for communion.

My parents hope that my brothers James and

Francis Le Baron are subjects of the divine work in this place. Zaus ef

gloria.

13. Quite cold. My sister’s health is essentially benefited by our journey.

Wrote. Read newspaper.

14. Weather very pleasant. Wrote considerably. Attended to my father’s
scholars, three of whom, we hope, are serious young men.

15. Last night we had considerable company, and today they are sick.
Afternoon Mr. Smith, of Sharon,® came here and preached a lecture. Another

company went off.

16. Rode to Litchfield. Got acquainted with Mr. Allen.
Goshen, and tarried with Mr. Hooker.”

persons were added to his church.

Rode back to
Last Sabbath twenty-ﬁve young

17. In the moming Mr. Crossman, of Salisbury, and wife came here by
mistake expecting to have exchanged with Mr. Huntington,® of Litchfield. I
preached in the forenoon, Mr. Crossman in the afternoon.

! This, as may be remembered, was the
sum due him when he left Marlborough, in
the month of April previous.

* Dr. Nathan Strong, before noticed.

3 About thirty miles from Hartford to
Norfolk. From Norfolk to Plymouth, through
Rhode Island, and back home, a journey of
about two hundred and eighty miles.

4 Mr. Nathaniel Munger was chosen one
of the selectmen of Middlebury, Vt., in the
year 1795.

S If, as we suspect, he had recently carried
Thomas Robbins and sister to Plymouth and
back, he may be excused for being a little
worn and weary.

6 Rev. Cotton Mather Smith, a native of
Suffield, Ct., a graduate of Yale, 1751. Set-
tled at Sharon from 1755 to 1806, fifty-one
years.

7 Rev. Asahel Hooker settled at Goshen
from 1791 to 1813. A prominent educator in
divinity. His daughter was the wife of Dr.
Elias Cornelius, one of the early Secretaries
of the American Education Society, and also
of the American Board.

¢ Rev. Dan Huntington, father of Bishop
Fred. D. Huntington, whom we have before
noticed in connection with visits to the Nor-
folk parsonage, and as tutor at Yale and
Williams, was settled in 1798 at Litchfield.
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18. Rode to Warren. Made a visit at my Uncle Starr’s. At night rainy.

19. Very cold. Afternoon preached a lecture. My cousin P. Starrat a
very great loss what course of life to pursue.

20. Rode home. Dined with my brother A. at Canaan. The turnpike
road through this town is just completed, and very good indeed. My cousin

S. P. Robbins® now’here on a visit,

divinity with Mr. Hyde,” at Lee.

Now keeping school and studying

21. My cousin went off. Read newspaper. Worked some.
22. Wrote a letter to Dr. Baylies,® of Bristol, R. I. My cousin Isaac

Robbins* came here from Plymouth.

23. Wrote to my Uncle Starr. Last night Mr. Judson tarried here on his
return from Mr. Weeks’s * ordination at Waterbury. My mamma gave me a
plain gold ring. Wrote in this almanac from a plain diary which I have kept,

as I lately bought this at Boston.

24. A full and attentive assembly. At evening attended a conference.

Something rainy.

25. Wrote. Studied some in genealogy.® At evening my father returned
from Warren. He preached there yesterday, and at Sharon last Thursday, as
if passing under the frown of Providence in not specially visiting them in the

present revival.

26. Very cold. Afternoon rode out and attended a conference. At even-
ing received a letter from the committee in Brookfield,” requesting me to go
there and preach. Received a letter from Uncle Starr,

27. Worked considerably. May we have sincere hearts to celebrate a day

of thanksgiving and praise.

28. This is Thanksgiving Day in this State, Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, and I believe in Vermont. A very good day, and full meeting. My
father preached. Never had this and the neighboring towns such infinite
cause for thanksgiving as now. Had an agreeable time at home, which may
be the last Thanksgiving I shall ever enjoy at my father’s house. At evening

it snowed.

29. Set out for Brookfield. Snow not enough for sleighing. Dined at
Goshen. Came to Warren. Uncle Starr and church committee examining

candidates for communion.

1 Son of Dr. Chandler Robbins, and be-
fure noticed.

2 Rev. Alvan Hyde, D. D., another well-
known theological educator of his day, pastor
at Lee, Mass., from 1792 to 1833. A graduate
of Dartmouth in 1788, a native of Franklin,
Ct

3 Dr. William Baylies, native of Uxbridge,
Mass,, a graduate of Harvard in 1760, a dis-
tinguished physician. He was resident at
Dighton, but officially was much at Bristol as
Judge of Court of Common Pleas and Reg-
ister of Court of Probate.

4 Probably on his way back to Ohio.

S Rev. Holland Weeks, settled at Water-
bury in November, 1799, but his stay was
short. He was dismissed in 1806.

¢ He began to show his taste for this kind
of study, at an early age. He was one of the
early genealogists of New England, a leader
and originator in this department. What-
ever he did he had to do under difficulties.
Now the helps for this labor have greatly
accumulated.

7 Brookfield was in Fairfield County, nearly
thirty miles south from Norfolk.
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30. Quite cold. Came on to New Milford. Dined with Mr. Taylor.*

DIARY OF REV. THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D.
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He

appears old and quite unwell. Arrived at Brookfield.

DzcEMBER.

1. Preached. Quite cold. Pretty full meeting. I fear I may dishonor
the religion which I have professed, and the cause which I attempt to proclaim.

2. Read Du Pan’s® History of the Destruction of Helvetic Liberty.
I hope we shall not have so severe a winter as two or three of the

moderate.
last.

Weather

3. Read Night Thoughts. 1 live at one Deek’s.
4. Finished Du Pan’s History. Visited Deacon Camp, who was one of

my father’s deacons for several years.

5. There appears to be no special seriousness in this quarter.

On the

1st of September the English army in Holland, under the Duke of York, made
a general attack on the French and Dutch, and were compelled to retreat to

their former position.

Read Night Thoughts. Snowed some.

6. Walked out. Warm. The drought last summer was very great in this

part of the country, and generally the latter harvest was light.

History of Gustavus Vasa.®

7. It snows, but the weather is warm. Wrote.

Man, and on Criticism.*

Wrote. Read

Read Pope's Essay on

8. Much troubled with nose bleeding. The people here are generally

opposed to sound sentiment.

9. Very cold. Rode out and visited. Finished reading the History of

Gustavus Vasa.

1o. I could not get one of Thomas’s almanacs for this year, till I bought

this at Boston in October.
off my diary. Read the Bible.

I have however kept a diary all the year.

Writing

11. Wrote in my diary. Wrote on my family piece.®
12. Read. Weighed one hundred and twenty-nine; three or four pounds

more than I ever have.
preach a lecture. Visited.

! Rev. Nathaniel Taylor had at this time
been minister at New Milford fifty-one years.
No wonder that he appeared old. He was
the father of Prof. Nathaniel W. Taylor,
D.D., so long the distinguished teacher
of theology in the New Haven Theolog-
ical Seminary. Rev. Mr. Taylor, of New
Milford, died in the year following this
visit.

2 James Mallet Dupan. His work had
reference to the invasion of Switzerland by
the French. It was translated from the
French, and published in London in 1798.

3 A Life of Gustavus Vasa, in two volumes,
was published in New York in 1791, This

Rode out and heard Mr. Rogers,® of New Fairfield,

was probably the work referred to in the
diary.

4 Pope's Lssay om Criticism was published
in 1711. An able writer describes it as “un-
questionably the finest piece of argumenta-
tive and reasoning poetry in the language.”
His Essay on Man, which has been better
known among people at large, was published
in 1733.

$ Genealogical record of his family.

¢ Rev. Medad Rogers, minister at New
Fairfield, 1786-1822. He was graduated at
Yale in 1777. This church was organized in
1742, and is now one of the smallest Congre-
gational churches in Connecticut.
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13. Wrote in my diary. Worked out and visited. Began to read Fres
ident Stiles’s Life! Cold. )

14. Finished copying my diary, which cost me much labor. The President
made an excellent address at the opening of Congress. Mr. Sedgwick, of
Stockbridge, is chosen speaker. - The armies in Holland had a terrible en-
gagement on the 2d and 3d of October, in which the Bavarians and Italians
were defeated. Many people here quarreling with the Scripture doctripes.

15. Weather very pleasant. Burhans,® the former Episcopal minister at
Lanesborough, now settled at Newtown, preaches here every fourth Sabbath.

16. Rode out. Itsnowed considerably. No sleighing here hitherto. Read.

17. Finished reading the Zife of President Stiles. 1t is a very valuable
piece of biography. Quite cold.

18. Read in a small work of Rev. Mr. Hooker,® of Hartford. Walked
out and visited.

19. Rainy. Rode to New Fairfield, and preached a lecture for Rev. Mr.
Rogers.* At evening attended a conference. Some hopeful appearances of
seriousness there,

20. Rode down to Danbury, and visited Mr. Langdon® Very poor.*
People sleigh some, though there is little snow. Rode back to Brookfield.

21. Read the Bible. Wrote on a sermon. Visited a school near by.

22. Preached plainly. At evening had considerable company. This is
the last Sabbath for which I was hired here. The people have agreed for the
present not to have preaching in the extreme season.

23. Was requested to go and teach the public school in Danbury. I have
not expected to teach school any more ; but as I am not at present engaged,
and as there is a prospect that I shall be employed to preach there, or near
by, I have engaged. This latter was my chief motive, for I hope by leave of
providence, I may never renounce that employment, which is the delight of
my soul, and the desire of my younger years. Received a letter from Mr.
Weeks,” of Waterbury.

24. Last evening heard a report of the death of Gen. Washington,® but
could not believe it. Today it seems to be strengthened. O that it may be
false! Had company. Received twenty dollars from this town.

25. Rode to Danbury.® The hero and father of America is indeed gone

Y The Life of Ezsra Stiles, President of Yale
College, written by his son-in-law, Dr. Abiel
Holmes, of Cambridge, was published in
1798.

2 Rev. Daniel Burhans, D.D., graduate
of Williams, 1804, received his degree of
D. D. from Trinity College, 1834.

3 The famous Thomas Hooker, of Hart-
ford, 1636-1647. Not far from thirty separ-
ate publications were made from his writings.
We have no clue as to which one he was
reading,

4 See note Dec. 12, 1799.

S Timothy Langdon, graduated at Yale in
1781, and settled at Danbury 1786.

6 “Very poor"” an expression which will
be often used ; means very #//.

7 Rev. Holland Weeks.

8 Washington died December 14, and the
first rumors of this most impressive event
reached Danbury ten days afterwards. So
slowly did things move in that generation.

9 Only four or five miles from Brookfield
to Danbury.
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from the world he founded. Afternoon began my school. Quite cold. Wrote
home.

26. I board with a Mr. Whittlesey. In coming from Brookfield, I spilled
ink from my ink-stand in my saddle-bags and damaged my clothes.

27. The weather moderates considerably. At evening visited Mr. Lang-
don. Pretty poor.

28. My school yet is very small. They are very ignorant in things of
religion. The newspapers seem to be filled with lamentations on the death of
Gen. Washington. The whole country seems to be in mourning. All seem
to think that his character is above panegyric. Put a ribbon on my arm as
most of the gentlemen have done.

29. Mr. Langdon being unwell, I preached all day. At evening had
company.

30. Rainy. The snow is gone. From the 16th till now, it has been very
comfortable winter weather, and people have moved both with carts and with
sleighs all the time, At evening a committee of the town requested me to
deliver an oration on Thursday, on the death of Gen. Washington.® The time
is short, but I have undertaken it. Began my oration.

31. In the forenoon no school for want of wood. Wrote on my oration.
Adieu 1799.

! Young Robbins was only twenty-two years old, and it was a striking testimony of
confidence to ask him to perform a service of this dignity and importance.
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1. O for humility under a sense of my inattention to the infinite mercies
of a glorious God. Am so taken up with my school, writing my oration, etc.,

that I cannot devote this day as I ought.
2. In the morning finished my oration.!
cises in commemoration of the death of Gen. Washington.

Weather cold.
Afternoon attended public exer-
About noon a

procession, civil, military, and Masonic, very long, moved in good order to the

meeting-house. There was very good vogal and instrumental music.
the first prayer and delivered my oration.

I made
Rev. Mr. Ely, of Bethlehem,’

concluded. There was a great concourse of people, and everything was

conducted worthy of the solemnity of the occasion.

Dined out.

3. Newspapers from all quarters are in mourning. Congress has recom-
mended to wear a badge of mourning for thirty days, and they (members of

Congress) are to wear black during the session.

At evening invited out.

4. Quite cold, but no snow. Afternoon rode to Ridgebury.’

s. Preached for Mr. Camp.*

He is quite poor, not like to live long.®

This is a very small society. Very cold. Rode back to Danbury.

6. Monroe® is chosen Governor of Virginia.
committee of this town requesting a copy of my oration for publication.

Received a letter from the
I am

disappointed, and don’t know what to say. At evening invited out.

7. My school increases.

The coldest weather we have had. Afternoon

no school for want of wood. Began to write off my oration.

8. At evening visited. Wrote.
Hartford.”

9. Weather moderates.
Visited. Traded considerably.

! He had but three days for his writing.

2 This was Rev. John Ely, of Bethel, not
Bethlehem. The place now known as Beth-
lehem was then commonly written Bethlem.
This last was the place where Dr. Joseph
Bellamy filled out his long ministry of fifty-
one years. From Bethel came Prof. Laurens
P. Hickok and Pres. Seelye, of Amherst
College.

3 Ridgebury, an ecclesiastical parish in the
town of Ridgefield, was only four or five miles
from Danbury.

4 Samuel Camp, a graduate of Yale, 1764,
minister at Ridgebury, 1769~1804.

There is no New Year's address from

The French succeed against the allied powers."

5 Mr. Camp recovered from this iliness,
and lived till 1813.

6 James Monroe, afterwards President of
United States. Governor of Virginia, 1799~
1802.

7 Omitted probably because of the mourn-
ing for Washington. These annual addresses
were usually humorous, and would have
seemed out of place at a time like this.

® The reference here is probably to the
battles of Bergen and Alkmaer, in which
the allied armies were defeated, Sept. 19,
1799, and the battle of Zurich, in which Mas-
sena beat the Russians, Sept. 25, 1799.

30§
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10. My father’s two classmates, Whites," live in this town. They are both

Sandemanians.’

11. Talked seriously with my school.

oration. Rode to Ridgebury.
12. Mr. Camp decays.

They are ignorant. Wrote on my

I have agreed to preach there several Sabbaths.
People here pretty attentive.

Returned.

13. At evening finished copying my oration, and sent it away for publica-

tion.
14. Traded some.

Wrote a letter to Mr. Tucker of this town.
Read Gen. Lee’s oration on the death of George

Washington, delivered at the request of Congress.*
15. The newspapers from all quarters are filled with lamentations, eulogies,

and poems on the death of Gen. Washington.
there was never such a striking instance of a nation in mouming.

imaginary but real.
16. Very warm for the season.
consists of about thirty scholars.
culty of a pain in my face.
Norfolk called to see me.

My boys play ball freely.
At night much afflicted with my old diffi-
Wrote a letter home.
Received two letters from my father.

I believe it is certain that
It is not

My school

Mr. L. Knapp from
Mr. Lang-

don and I do not fully agree in religious sentiment.

" 17. Afternoon quite rainy. Was invited to a great supper.

my pain.
18. Had a great coat made.

things. Rode to Ridgebury.
19. Quite cold and tedious.

Troubled with

Hope my school is inquisitive ¢ in serious

At evening returned.
20. My health is uncommonly good this winter.

My school worries me

very little, but I find very little time to study. At evening attended a

wedding,.

21. Was invited to supper with a great company. O that I may not be
permitted to dishonor the religion I have professed.

22. Very good weather.
ache.

23. Inspected a proof-sheet of my oration. At evening walked out.

in Sandemanian books.

No snow at all.

Some troubled with the head-

Read

24. My school consists of a little over thirty. Many of them have not

been governed very well.

Mr. Langdon® appears to be in a consumption.

25. There has been another explosion in Paris evidently effected by Bona-

parte.®

* These were Joseph Moss White, and
Rev. Ebenezer Russell White, in the class of
1760, at Yale, with Rev. Ammi Ruhamah
Robbins.

3 Followers of Robert Sandeman, of Scot-
land, a small sect not differing much from
other Christians in respect to their doctrinal
belief, but having many peculiar forms and
ceremonies.

3 Gen. Henry Lee, a prominent officer
under Washington during the Revolutionary
‘War, now a member of Congress.

Rode to Ridgebury. Quite cold.

4 “Inquisitive.” Several times Mr. Rob-
bins uses this word where we should say,
‘“attentive to,” or “interested in.”

$ Mr. Langdon, the pastor of the Danbury
church, was fatally ill, though he was a young
man comparatively, only having been nineteen
years out of college. The disease which year
by year carries off such multitudes was prey-
ing upon him.

¢ The Directory abolished, and Bonaparte,
Ducos, and Sieyés appointed an executive
commission November, 1799.
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26. Very cold. Last night received of Ridgebury society twelve dollars

and one half.
Retumed.

People here appear attentive.

O that good may come.

27. Inspected another proof-sheet of my oration. At evening had a long

talk with Mr. E. R. White® upon principles.

mild.
28. My oration is published.?
ing walked out. Very cold.

The Sandemanians are very

It appears as well as I expected. At even-

29. Severe cold. The most extreme weather we have had this winter.

Set out for home.
30.

well, though in mourning. My sister B. is down from Paris.

Rode as far as Warren, and tarried at my uncle’s.’
Dined at my brother’s in Canaan, and arrived home safely finding all

My brother N.

is gone to Plymouth. Were it not for that our family could be all together,

which has not been for several years.
31. Weather moderates.

At evening much troubled with the pain in my

jaw. Some sleighing in this town, though almost all the way between here

and Danbury is bare.

FEBRUARY.

1. Last night we had a very severe snow-storm. Paid a debt to a mer-
chant. At evening talked seriously with my brother and sister on the solemn
transaction they expect to pass through tomorrow.

2. I preached in the forenoon, and my father in the afternoon.

I had the

affecting pleasure of seeing my father admit into his church my sister Sarah

and brother James.*

3. Last evening attended the conference.

The special seriousness con-

tinues here. My father has admitted into his church one hundred and twenty-

five persons since last June.

4. Last night it snowed and hailed considerably. Dined at Warren, and

tarried at Brookfield.’

snow goes fast.

prospect that royalty will succeed; but it is very small.

Afternoon it rained some and thawed very much.
5. Armived at Danbury and began school.
Read the details of late events at Paris.®

Weather quite warm and
There is some
It is said that Louis

XVI11,” who is said to have died in 1793, is still alive.
6. Had a very severe turn with my jaw. Read.

7. Wrote.

t Rev. E. R. White, father of the two
Sandemanians already spoken of, was, in
1736, made pastor of this Danbury church.
After being settled nearly thirty years, he led
off a company, and formed what was called
*The New Danbury” church. After a time
this new organization joined with the Sande-
manians.

2 A gratifying fact to a young author, and
especially under the peculiar circumstances
of this case.

The sleighing is nearly gone.

3 Rev. Peter Starr.

4 It was this event probably, that called
him home for this mid-winter visit.

S His last preaching-place before going to
Danbury.

6 « The Consulate. Napoleon Bonaparte,
Cambacérés, and Lebrun appointed consuls,
Dec. 24, 1799.”

7 The story of the Lost Prince had already
begun, and only a few years ago filled a
volume.
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8. Amazing stupidity in all matters of religion prevails in this quarter.

Afternoon rode to Ridgebury.*

9. In the moming it snowed very hard. A very good snow about eight

or nine inches.

Had few hearers. At evening returned.

10. By previous appointment had a serious meeting with my school.
Some others attended. Am requested to preach here on the 22d* of the

month.

11. Very good sleighing. At evening walked out.

Would be glad to be excused, but it seems almost indispensable.

Read.

r2. Pretty cold. At evening rode in a sleigh to Brookfield and back with

company.

13. Had no school in the forenoon for want of wood. At evening walked

out. Very cold.

14. Began my sermon on Isa. xliv: 28.°

It snowed almost all day.

15. Wrote considerably. O for more tenderness of spirit.

16. Last evening went to bed at about half past eleven.

At half past one

Mrs. Whittlesey was taken sick, and at sunrise a fine son was born. Slept
very little.* Was quite unable to preach. Rode to Ridgebury. At evening

attended a singing-meeting.

17. Returned. Very fine sleighing. At evening had a meeting with my

school and others.

18. Am invited out to tea almost every day. Wrote on my sermon.
19. My school requires much attention, and at times is quite wearisome.

Walked out.

20.

At evening finished my sermon on Isa. xliv: 28.

I am under a

disadvantage in writing upon the subject as I have already written, and that
[his address] is published.

21. Wrote to my father. Quite warm. The snow goes very fast.

22. This is the day appointed by Congress to commemorate the death of
Gen. Washington. It was generally attended to in the country. The
exercises were lengthy, and as I performed the whole (Mr. Langdon being
unwell) I was very tired. We had the usual exercises of a Sabbath afternoon ;
then read Gen. Washington’s valedictory address, which employed forty-five

minutes, then had music.

! In supplying the pulpit at Ridgebury
during Mr. Camp’s illness, Mr. Robbins usu-
ally rode over from Danbury Saturday after-
noon, and returned Sabbath evening. It was
a short journey, and in exigencies he went
over Sunday morning.

2 Congress had requested the people of -

the United States to observe Washington’s
birthday this year, as a sacred day of com-
memoration. The 22d fell this year on Sat-
urday. His oration, before delivered, was
published, and it was rather hard for a young
man not to repeat himself on such a subject.
It shows, however, great confidence in him
on the part of the people of Danbury, to urge
this second service upon him.

Our music was very good.*®

Dined out.

3 The text chosen for his sermon on the
22d. It was a very suggestive text from its
rich historical connections and associations.
“That saith of Cyrus, he is my shepherd, and
shall perform all my pleasure: even saying
to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.”

4 As he was never to have any children
himself he was more sympathetic under the
circumstances than might have been expected.

$ A commemoration like this in one New
England town, may be taken as a kind of
sample, showing what was going on that day,
far and wide, throughout the country. No
man can ever again be to this land what
Washington was a century ago.
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23. Rode to Ridgebury. The sleighing is about finished. At night very

tired.*

24. Returned. At evening had a serious meeting. Will the God of all
grace let one drop of mercy fall upon it?

25.
est in my school.® Walked out.

26. Mrs. Whittlesey gets well very fast.

It is customary here for little children to have dances, even the young-
Snow is almost gone.

There is a prospect that a

military academy® will be established in the United States.

27. Wrote.

Quite warm. At evening walked out.

28. Mrs. Whittlesey’s mother, the wife of E. R. White, my father's class-
mate, died in the afternoon of a consumption.* Quite cold and chilly.

Marcu.

1. It snowed all the forenoon very hard. . Afternoon rode out in a sleigh.

The snow is very much drifted.

2. Rode to Ridgebury, preached and returned. The Sandemanians have

no prayers at funerals.®

3. At evening had a serious meeting. The snow goes pretty fast.
4 Warm. At evening rode in a sleigh to Ridgefield; made a visit to

Mr. Goodrich,® and returned.

5. Poor sleighing. My school [scholars] are pretty wearisome.

6. At evening rode to one part of the town, and preached a lecture.

Mr.

Rogers was down from New Fairfield, and a number of his people.
7. Very cold. Capt. Truxton has fought a very hard drawn battle with a

French ship.”

8. I do not know that any special seriousness is on the minds of my

school.

! His work on Saturday, followed by two
sermons on Sunday, might well make him
tired.

* This is one of those little side lights,
which help to show us what wrong impres-
sions people have of the New England of the
past.

3 The institution at West Point was opened
in the following year, 1802.

4 It does not appear that Mrs. Whittlesey
was a Sandemanian, though her father was.
Still she would naturally be kindly disposed
to those with whom her father was thus
associated. Mrs. Whittlesey’s mother was

probably well advanced in life, as her hus-
band was forty years out of college, and she
was a grandmother.

5 This is one of the Sandemanian pecul-
iarities. Another was a weekly celebration
of the Lord’s Supper. Another was love-

9. It snowed moderately all day. Thin meeting. At evening returned.
10. Received a letter from my father.

Mr. Bogue,* of Winchester, like to

feasts, or dining at each other's houses dur-
ing the intervals of public worship; still
others were the washing of each other's feet,
the kiss of charity on receiving new members
to the church, something like 2 community
of goods, etc., etc.

6 Rev. Samuel Goodrich, graduated at
Yale, 1783, minister at Ridgefield, 1786-1811.
He was father of Rev. Charles A. Goodrich,
settled in 1816 over the First Church of Wor-
cester, and of Samuel G. Goodrich, “ Peter
Parley.” The two brothers were for many
years associated at Hartford, Ct., in the pub-
lication and sale of the Peter Parley books.

7 Not an action of much consequence prob-
ably, as it does not stand in the list of im-
portant naval battles.

¥ Rev. Publius V. Bogue, settled in Win-
chester, January, 1791, dismissed March,
1800. :
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be dismissed. Received another from Uncle Starr, and one from a committee
in Castleton, Vt., requesting me to go there to preach. O for direction! At

evening had a very serious meeting.

11.  Snow goes very fast.
dialogues."
as they are all sold.?

12. Read. The sleighing is gone.
time.

13. Quite warm and pleasant.
wedding.

14. Mr. Langdon quite poor.

My school are pretty much engaged learning
Was disappointed in getting some of my orations from the printers,

I drink tea out the greater part of the
Rode to Ridgebury, and attended a

It appears most likely he will not be able

to preach long. There seems to be a kind of rest among European armies.
15. Rainy. Visited an old woman near her death. Rode to Ridgebury.

Very bad riding.
16. Very pleasant.

broken.

Pretty full meeting. Visited a man lying insensible
below his hips by a fall from a building.

It is supposed his spinal marrow is

Returned. Had a hard time with my face.

17. At evening had a meeting. Wrote considerably on a dialogue which I

began on the 15th.

18. Rainy. Walked out. Finished my dialogue.

19. Mr. Livingston,® in Congress, having brought forward some resolutions
censuring the President for his conduct respecting Thomas Nash, they were
negatived sixty-one to thirty-five. The committee visited my school, and

appeared well pleased.
20. At evening walked out.

There are many orations, sermons, eulogies,

published on the death of Gen. Washington, and many of them very good.

21.
tleton, Vt. Quite rainy.

22. Wrote to my father.
an exhibition of my school.

Yesterday wrote to my Uncle Starr. Wrote to the committee at Cas-

A long, cold, and wet storm. Think of having

" 23. Rode to Ridgebury. Very bad riding. Attended a funeral.
24. Returned. A long, cold storm. At evening had a full and serious

meeting.

* He is preparing for an exhibition.

% The popular demand was doubtless in-
creased by the peculiar feelings among the
people, consequent upon the death of one so
honored and beloved.

3 Edward Livingston, a member of Con-
gress from New York City 1795-1802, intro-
duced some resolutions censuring President
Adams. The case was this: President Adams
had given back to the British government
one Thomas Nash, charged with having com-
mitted murder on board a British frigate.
The President acted under the conditions of

the treaty between the United States and
Great Britain touching the extradition of
criminals. But the enemies of the President
claimed that the man returned was not a
British subject, but an American citizen by
the name of Jonathan Robbins, of Danbury,
Ct. On these resolutions of Mr. Livingston
a great debate arose in Congress. John Mar-
shall, of Virginia, then forty-five years old,
closed the debate with a powerful speech de-
fending the President, and the resolutions
failed, as above, by a vote of sixtyone to
thirty-five.
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is at the head.
peace.
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Bonaparte

He has written a letter to the British king on the subject of
Lord Grenville? answers it, refusing to depart from established forms.?

26. Rode to Brookfield, and attended the ordination of Mr. Ripley.*
Formed some acquaintance with the ministers and returned. Spring is fast

advancing.
27. Fine weather. At evening walked out.
28. Wrote.

Received yesterday a present of nearly seven dollars from a
number of people here for preaching on the 22d of February.*

After consul-

tation with some judicious persons I have agreed to try and have an exhibition.
29. My first engagement here being out the first of April, I am requested to

continue longer.

After due consideration, and I hope not without a sense of
duty concemed, I have agreed to continue.

Rainy. Rode to Ridgebury.

30. Mr. Camp is much better than I expected ever to have seen him. He
concludes hereafter to try to preach. Quite tired. The new French constitu-

tion is formed with great art.
any of the sovereigns of Europe.

The first consul has nearly as much power as

31. Returned. The frost is mostly out of the ground. Had a stage made
in the court-house for my exhibition, which I have appointed and advertised

to be on Wednesday.

Armie.

Afternoon rode to the eastern part of the town, and
preached a sermon at the funeral of a young woman.

Quite cold.

1. In the moming while my school were in high spirits preparing for our

exhibition, Divine Providence visited us in a most striking manner.

A little

boy between ten and eleven years old, youngest in the school, who has been a
constant member while at home, was kicked by a horse on the back of his
head, and in a moment sunk into eternity. Determined to defer our exhibi-

tion till Friday.

2. Very warm. Afternoon attended the funeral with my school.
It was a very solemn season.

Langdon preached.
3. Preparing for our exhibition.
spring than I was last.

Mr.
O for grace.

Warm. Am much more healthy this

4 Rainy. Afternoon had a very good exhibition; all my own composi-
tion® My school appeared to very good advantage.

5. Quite rainy. Last night had thunder.
four dollars from the committee at Ridgebury.

! First consul, as before stated.

? Lord Grenville, William Wyndham.

3 The established forms meant that kings
should treat with kings, and not with men,
born subjects.

4 Rev. Erastus Riplev, graduated at Yale,
1795. The previous minister, Thomas Brooks,
died in September, 1799, after a ministry of
fortytwo years, and Mr. Robbins had sup-
plied the pulpit part of the time in the interim.

On the 2d I received twenty-

S Not a great sum of money, but it was
for a single sermon, and the ordinary pay at
that time for a Sabbath’s service involving
two sermons, at least, was on the average
about five dollars.

6 It will be remembered, when he taught
at Torringford, that he prepared all the mare-
rial for the exhibition, just as he had done
here. He seems to have had a remarkable
facility in this kind of writing.
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6. Mr. Langdon preached in the forenoon, and I in the afternoon.

Attended the holy sacrament.
7. Cool.

pretty dry.

8. Had a good visit with Mr. Taylor.!

goal. Rode back to Danbury.

O for a heart to feel its solemnity.
People beginning to plough. Rode to New Milford. Roads

He appears to be near his mortal

9. Began my school for a second quarter.
1o. Cool. The prospect is that I shall have a large school this summer.
The school has received celebrity from my exhibition.

r1.  This day is the Fast through this State.
Saw blossoms on a fruit tree.

people to be humble,
serious meeting.

12. Rainy. Afternoon wrote.
the vortex of British policy.

13. In the moming rode to Bethel and preached.

O that God would enable his
At evening had a pretty

Poor Ireland is like to be swallowed in

Rainy all day.

14. A serious storm. Returned. At night had a meeting.

15. My school increases.

Worked on a mathematical question stated in

the papers, Many persons, particularly children, sick.
16. Received a letter from my father, enclosing one from the committee in
Southampton,® Mass., requesting me to go there and preach. Think I must

decline.

17. Quite warm. People are gardening. Spring advances rapidly. A

prospect of an early season.
18. Read Thke Forresters.*
face.

Very warm for the season.

Had a pain in my

19. Last night being in great pain in my face, I took a quantity of lauda-

num. At two times, I believe, I took thirty or forty drops.
I have rarely had so sick a.day. Toward night with difficulty

am quite sick.
rode to Ridgefield.

20. Mr. Goodrich * rode to Danbury, and preached for Mr. Langdon.

In consequence

Had

a full and attentive meeting. Very tired.

21. Returned. Rainy. Determined to have my meetings steadily Mon-
day evenings. Whether the divine blessing will attend them I know not.

22. Tt is said that Gen. Washington is spoken of in the handsomest

manner in many London papers® Cold and wet.

Yesterday received a

letter from my father enclosing one from Charlotte, Vt., requesting me to go
there and preach. Wrote an answer to Southampton, and to Charlotte.’

t Rev. Nathaniel Taylor, before mentioned,
grandfather of Nathaniel W. Taylor, D.D., so
eminent as a thevlogical teacher in the Yale
Seminary. He was very near his end, but he
had been more than fifty years in the ministry
at New Milford.

2 Preached for Rev. John Ely.

3 Southampton, Mass., is a small town,
but noted for the large number of ministers
it has raised up.

4 The Forvesters, an American tale, being a
sequel to the History of Fohn Bull the Cloth-
ier, sixteenmo. Boston, 1796 By Jeremy
Belknap, D. D., Boston.

$ See note March 2, 1800.

¢ There is now no land beneath the sun
where the name of George Washington is not
regarded as one of the grand and shining
names of the race.

7 Declining both invitations.
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It does not

appear to be ascertained whether a new Pope* is elected.

24. Finished reading 7%z Forresters.

A pretty thing. The votes of Massa-

chusetts seem to be divided between Mr. Strong and Mr. Gerry*® for Governor.

Visited Mr. Langdon. Very poor.
ensuing campaign.
restoration of monarchy in France.®

Amazing preparations in Europe for the
Germany, Russia, and England seem determined on the

25. It is very evident that Gen. Washington was greatly esteemed in

Europe. Wrote. Walked out.

26. The committee of this society have requested me to preach here till

June.

xxii: 17. At night a thunder-shower.

and all found guilty.*

I have agreed to, Deo wvolente. 1 have commenced a sermon on Rev.

Many people are tried for sedition,

27. In the forenoon quite rainy. Preached all day.

28. A very warm and growing season.
The utmost exertions are made in the city of

29. Wrote considerably.

At evening had a meeting.

New York by Federalists and Anti-Federalists, respecting the approaching

tlections in that city.

30. Rainy. Fruit trees are generally blossoming very promisingly.

Mav.

Wrote.

1. Worked with my children cleaning the door-yard of the school-house.

Quite cool.

2. Worked considerably at the school-house.

agreeable.

My school is very

3. We have had lowery weather about a fortnight. Wrote considerably.

Finished my sermon on Rev. xxii: 17.

4. Preached in the forenoon more than an hour on the subject of mis-
sions, and contributions for their support. Afternoon above twenty-three

dollars were collected.®

At evening had a full and serious meeting.

5. Dined with the military company. The militia here appear very well.

Training here on the green today.® In the evening all hands dance.

Even

the least of my school join the game. No less than four different sets [com-

panies] are dancing this evening.

! Pope Pius VII was elected March 13,
1800, but it is doubtful whether the news had
reached this country, so that it could already
bave been circulated among the people.

* Caleb Strong and Elbridge Gerry. Mr.
Strong was chosen Governor in 1800, and
was reélected until 1807.

3 They succeeded after a time, but the
monarchy somehow did not stay restored.

4 The alien and sedition laws, so called,
were enacted by Congress in 1798, It was
estimated that there were at that time in the
United States 30,000 subjects of France, and
50,000 subjects of Great Britain. As there
was then prospect of a war with France,

In the morning a little frost.

these foreign subjects were regarded with
great suspicion, and these laws were provided
so that the President might expel these peo-
ple from the land if they were suspected of
conspiracy. But these laws were subject to
such abuse that they soon became unpopular
and were repealed.

$ This was the first Sabbath in May, when
in all the Congregational churches of the
State collections were taken for missions by
State authority,

6 First Monday in May training day in
Connecticut, and largely a holiday. In Dan-
bury it was kept as a thorough holiday, young
and old joining in festivitics.
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6. Yesterday and today are both play days, so that I do not kee) school.

7. Quite rainy.

Began to read Payne’s Geggraphy.!

8. The Anti-Federal ticket has prevailed in the city of New York, and

they have chosen Democratic members for their assembly.

It is said that

this will make a majority of Democratic electors in their legislature, and bring

Jefferson into the Presidential chair.

Blessed be God that all things are in

His hands, and may He avert such an evil from this country, for His name’s

sake.
sit at the head of this nation!?

1 do not believe that the Most High will permit a howling atheist to

9. Read. Received a letter from Mr. Goodrich, of Ridgefield. Grain is
very scarce in Europe. The king of Denmark is dead.’

ro. We have had steady cool weather for about three weeks.

scholars are fearfully stupid.

I fear my

11. Had a full and serious meeting. Preached with plainness on “Is

there ne Balm in Gilead ?
12. Very warm.

now in Hartford.
13. A very growing season.
Geography.

Wore thin clothes.
At evening had a good meeting. Wrote home.

Fruit trees are in all their pride.
Wrote to Mr. Whittlesey,

My school is pretty large. Read Payne’s

14. Wrote to my Uncle Starr. Endeavored to collect former facts respect-

ing my school.

15. Very warm. Thunder-shower.

in this town.
16. Mr. Langdon quite poor.

Wrote the history of the public school

Vegetation comes on rapidly.

17. There is still hope that the New York Legislature will be Federal.
My school considerably inquisitive about serious things.

18. The people here are pretty attentive at meeting. I conclude they
have not been greatly used to doctrinal preaching.

19. The Democratic papers speak with great vagueness of the triumph of

their cause.

21. Cool for the season.
gerously ill.

We hope and pray that the Most High will interpose.*
20. Went to see wax-work. Rainy.
It is said that the Emperor of Germany is dan-

22. After school rode to New Fairfield, and preached a lecture. Quite
tired. Last evening had a serious meeting.

Y Unsversal Geography, two volumes, folio,
London, 1791, by John Payne.

? We let this sentence stand just as it is,
because it so clearly shows how high party
spirit ran about the beginning of the present
century. This language came from a mild-
tempered, gentle, Christian man. What then
could come from one of a violent and stormy
temper.

3 That was probably a false report. Chris-
tian VII became deranged in 1784, and his

son Frederick was appointed regent; but
Christian VII did not die till 1808.

4 The Most High did not interpose in the
sense here intended, and Mr. Jefferson be-
came President in 1801. But by that act
God did interpose to prevent Aaron Burr,
one of the wickedest men that ever figured
in American politics, from becoming Presi-
dent; and Mr. Jefferson was not the horrible
man that the good people of New England
thought he was.
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It is said that the New York Legislature will have
Mr. Pickering® is dismissed from office,

and Mr. McHenry* has resigned. Gen. Marshall® is appointed Secretary of

State, and Mr. Dexter,* of War.

24. Warm. Sixteen persons have died in Newtown in about a month

without any apparent epidemic.

25. Pretty full meeting. People here, in a measure, seem td forget the
Sabbath except during public worship. Saw Francis Benedict from Norfolk,
who informed me that my father was considerably unwell.

26. A hard rain.
scholars.

Wrote considerably.

My school consists of forty

27. People generally are much disheartened about the approaching Presi-

dential election.

28. I get pretty tired in my school.

Our hope must be in the Most High.

In the evening had a meeting. More

grown people attend than have heretofore.
29. Wrote to my old friend Davis,® now tutor at Yale College.
30. It appears that England and Austria must fight the French. The

Russians have withdrawn from the coalition.

It appears that our commis-

sioners are like to make a peace with France.
31. The Archduke Charles,® on account of ill health, has withdrawn from

the scene of war.
injury.

Jumz.

Put my horse in a carriage for the first time.” Had no

1. Rainy. People here very easily prevented from attending meeting.*

Very tired. Mr. Langdon very poor.

2. Preparing for my journey.’ Very warm. Afternoon dismissed my

school for two or three weeks.

3. The warmest weather we have had this year.

Received money from the school committee.

Rode from Danbury

through Litchfield home. Found both of my parents unwell.
4 My father was taken sick at Farmington, on his way to the election
on the 7th ult.,, and had perhaps the hardest turn he has ever had. He was

absent from home nearly three weeks.

He is apparently getting his health

again, but has not yet preached or attended meeting, except last Sabbath

! Timothy Pickering, of Salem, Mass.,
Secretary of State.

? James McHenry, Secretary of War.

3 John Marshall, of Virginia, appointed
Secretary of State in place of Mr. Pickering.

¢ Samuel Dexter, of Massachusetts, ap-
pointed Secretary of War in place of Mr.
McHenry.

$ Henry Davis, tutor at Yale, 1793-1803,
afterwards President of Middlebury and Ham-
ilton Colleges.

¢ Charles Louis, of Lorraine, Archduke
of Austria, born 1771, died 1847.

7 This horse, given him by his father, had
been kept in constant use for more than a
year and a half. With him he had made
journeys, shorter and longer, of many hun-
dreds of miles, and yet this is the first time
he has ever been tried in a carriage. This
fact itself would show that he was living in
the horseback age of New England.

® Sunday rains have long had a peculiarly
injurious effect upon people.

9 We have heard nothing before of any
intended journey; but we shall soon discover
the occasion for it.
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My mamma has frequent poor turns. Quite tired with my yes-

5. Rode out with my mamma. Worked some.

6. Cool.

Worked considerabiy whitewashing,.

My father has ten schol-

ars, the most, grown young men, four of them professors of religion.

7. Read Zke Forresters.

Rode out in a carriage. People in this town

much engaged in making roads after the manner of turnpikes.
8. Preached. Had a very full and serious meeting. At evening attended

a conference.

9. On the 6th rode to the south part of the town, and attended a confer-

ence.
week.

Preparing for the General Association,® which is to meet here next

10. Wrote to Miss Rachel Starr, one of my school-girls. Quite warm.
Rode to Canaan with my father and attended the association.’
11. Afternoon returned. Very hot. My mamma quite unwell. Much

troubled with nervous affections.

12. Worked considerably. My brother went to Salisbury, to the dedica-
tion of a new meeting-house, which is supposed to be the best in the State.

13. We have much to.do in preparing for the General Association.

very healthy.

Am

14. Worked. Afternoon rode with my mamma to my brother’s in Canaan.

15. Preached for Mr. Farrand.*

He is quite old and failing. Last night

my mamma had a very bad turn ; unable to attend meeting.

16. Rode home early.

Worked. Towards night ministers came.*

17. About noon the ministers generally came to attend the association.

I have much care and labor.

Of thirteen associations twenty-three members*

were present, three delegates from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, two other ministers from Virginia, and several neighboring ministers.

The association was opened before dinner.
Afternoon a sermon was preached by Mr. Backus,® of Somers.

moderator.

Mr. Hart, of Preston,’ was

18. The ministers mostly sup and breakfast where they lodge, and all dine

! His father had now been in the pastoral
office at Norfolk nearly thirty-nine years.

2 The meeting of the General Association
of the State in one of the country towns, was
a great event, not likely to be repeated in
that particular town for a life-time. This is
what called Mr. Robbins from his school in
Danbury.

3 This was the local district association,
Litchfield North.

4 Rev. Daniel Farrand, minister at Canaan,
1752-1803. He was a graduate of the col-
lege of New Jersey in 1750, and received the
degree of A. M. from Yale in 1777.

S All journeys were made with horses, and
some of the members of the association

reached Norfolk Monday night. The old
Connecticut General Association was purely
a ministerial body, with no lay delegates.

¢ Two delegates were ordinarily appointed
from each district association, so that if all
had been there, there would have been twenty-
six.

7 Levi Hart, D. D., of the Second Church
in Preston, Ct. (now Griswold), was one of
the prominent ministers of the State, and
was well known as a theological teacher.
He was graduated at Yale in 1760, and was
minister at Preston, 1762-1808.

® Charles Backus, D. D, of Somers, was
still more celebrated as a theological teacher,
but was cut off in middle life.
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here.! The people are very kind. Afternoon a sermon was preached by Mr.

Freeman from Dutchess County, N. Y.

19. In the forenoon a sermon was preached by Mr. Freeman from Virginia.
About two o’clock the association adjourmed, and after dinner the most went

away.

20. Much worried. Wrote. Bought a repeating watch; cost fifty dollars.
Had a new bridle made ; cost two dollars and one-half.
21.  Afternoon left home for Danbury. Rode to Warren. A very dry season.

22. Last night a very plentiful shower.

What shall we render? Preached

for my Uncle Starr. At evening attended a conference. Very happy effects
of awakening. About seventy persons have been added to my uncle’s church

in about half a year.
than one hundred and thirty added.
23. Rode to Danbury.

In Norfolk in less than a year there have been more

A woman died here with the small-pox on the 21st.

It is supposed she took it from a child who came home too soon.*
24. In my absence there has been a request for me to preach at Weston.®

Began my school. Very warm.

25. Wrote to the committee at Weston.

Mr. Langdon has been a journey

for his health, and appears to be helped. A man has undertaken to publish a

Democratic paper* in this town.

26. Yesterday eat green peas and new potatoes.

At evening had a meeting.

Traded considerably.

Bought a piece of linen at four cents a yard. People beginning to mow.

27. Last evening had a request to deliver an oration at Ridgebury on the
4th of July. Am sorry. Today wrote to Esq. Waterman, of Weston. At
evening rode to Ridgebury. Found it very difficult to avoid attending with

them on the 4th of July.*

28. Returned to Danbury. Rode to Weston.

Mr. Johnson, the minister,

is old® and about resigning. He was classmate with my father.
29. There are many sectaries, especially Episcopalians,” in this quarter of

the State.
30. Retumed. Cool nights.

! That is, they were quartered all over
the town, but to save travel they were all
dined at the center by the contributions of
the people.

? This marks a very important difference
between innoculation for the small-pox and
vaccination. The real small-pox might be
taken from one who was passing through
the disease resulting from innoculation, but
nothing of the kind can occur from vaccina-
tion.

3 The place called Weston is that part of
the ancient town now known as Easton, and
was about twelve miles southerly from Dan-
bury. The minister there was Rev. James
Johnson, who was graduated at Yale in 1760,
and settled in Weston in 1763.

4 Connecticut had been so strongly Fed-

eral that any Democratic invasion of this
kind into one of the old Connecticut towns
was not likely to be generally popular.

$ Ile had preached there so much that it
would seem ungracious not to comply with
their request, which was meant to be compli-
mentary.

¢ Mr. Johnson had been there thirty-seven
years. The diary says he was “about re-
signing.” But he seems to have remained
there till his death, which occurred in 1810.

7 This is reversing the order of calling hard
names. Members of the Established Church
of England are fond of calling other men sec-
taries and dissenters. But in New England
for two hundred years, Congregationalists
were members of the Established Church,
and Episcopalians, etc., werc dissenters.
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1. Warm. The campaign in Europe seems to be opening in favor of the

Austrians."

It seems that France and Austria must fight alone.
Pope* has entered upon his functions.

The new

2. Began my oration for the 4th. At evening had a meeting. How sure
it is that means and instruments are nothing.

3. At evening finished my oration.

Had a severe return of pain in my

jaw and right side, it having been heretofore on the left.

4. In the morning we had news of the death of Mr. Jefferson.

be hoped that it is true.’

It is to

Rode to Ridgebury, and attended the exercises

about noon, then returned ; attended and assisted here about three o’clock.*
There was here great parade, civil and military. Things were conducted with

great regularity. Very warm.
5. Rather unwell.

Rode to Weston.

Quite hot.

6. Full meeting. Almost overcome with heat. Thermometer rose to

ninety-one.

7. Returned. Afternoon excessive hot. Thermometer at ninety-four

degrees. Mr. Langdon very poor.

8. Worked some at hay. A very hard shower.

The new Pope has

entered upon his functions by washing the feet of twelve priests.

9. Weather continues very hot. Lord Nelson has received presents of
immense value since his recent victory. Yesterday eat cucumbers.

10. Last evening had a meeting. Worked at hay. People in the heat of

11. Wrote to my father.
week.

Thermometer at about ninety every day this

12. The news of Mr. Jefferson’s death is contradicted. My children
appear to be very stupid. Rode to Weston.

13. Very warm. Much worried. People here appear to be exceeding
stupid and thoughtless about divine things. Rode to Reading® and tarried

with Mr. Bartlett.®
14. Returned. Cooler.
have a Federal President.

The prospect seems to increase that we shall not

15. This town is peculiar for good gardens. Quite rainy, which comes

very seasonably.

! It was some stray and uncertain report
probably that caused this entry. Through
the months of May and June, 1800, several
battles were fought, in all of which the Aus-
trians were defeated

2 Pius VIL

3 This is another outburst of the political
prejudice and hate common at that time.

¢ He had a busy 4th of July.

$ Now spelled Redding. This place ad-
joined Weston, and the ride was one of only

about four miles from the one place to the
other.

¢ Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett, a graduate of
Yale, 1749. A most able and excellent min-
ister, who died in 1810, at the age of ninety-
four, being at the time of his death the oldest
minister in the State. Besides serving the
church faithfully in his life, at his death he
left it a legacy of $3,000. He was a native of
Guilford, Ct. The name Bartlett is frequent
on our college catalogues.
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16. Weather much cooler than it has been.

meeting.

TEACHING SCHOOL AT DANBURY, CT.

119

At evening had a pretty full

17. Showed to the overseers of schools some writings of my scholars for

premium. Worked some at hay.

18. Gave premiums to several of my scholars. Saw a lion.

an idea of such ferocity.*

19. Very warm. Rode to Weston.®

I never had

This week people generally will get

in their harvest, perhaps the best known for many years.
20, At eleven o’clock the thermometer was at ninety. Preached with

great plainness.

21. Received from this society twenty dollars.
Returned. Visited some sick persons.

Disputed with a Unitarian.

22. Quite cool. Finished writing a piece for the public paper.’

23. Read Spalding® on the new heavens, and the new earth.

I believe he

is wrong, but find some difficulty. At evening had a meeting.
24. Perhaps the present war in Europe has never been carried on with
greater obstinacy than now between France and Austria.

25. Very warm. Thermometer at ninety-three.
Attended the funeral of an infant.

26, Wrote a piece for publication.
more handsome place than I expected.
Very warm. Returned.

my school.

27. Preached for Mr. Clark.?

28. Helped in making some currant wine.

Mr. Ripley ¢ from Brookfield.

29. Closed the second quarter of my school.

Some gentlemen visited
A shower.

Rode to Newtown.* This is a much

Afternoon walked out. Saw

Accounts are that the

French are obtaining great successes.”

30. Excessive hot.
in breaking my horse in a carriage.
31. Wrote to my father.
ninety-seven. Eat succotash.

AvucusT.

2. Wrote a piece for publication.

The thermometer rose to ninety-four.

Have difficulty

At evening had a meeting.
Wrote a piece for publication. Thermometer at

1. Wrote to my brother N. Had pain in my face.
Last night a little rain.

A dry season.

Afternoon rode to Canaan,® a part of Norwalk.

* This, for a full-grown man who had been
through college, seems like child-like simplic-
ity. But Barmum, though he originated in
that part of the State of Connecticut, infor-
tunately had not yet been born.

* He is supplying the pulpit there. Rev.
Mr. Bartlett, Senior, is even now eighty-four
years old. His son Jonathan was settled as
colleague with him in 1796, and continued
till 1809, but was forced to resign because of ill
health. The son was probably sick at this time.

3 John Joachim Spalding, an eminent Swed-
ish clergyman.

4 About eight miles from Danbury.

5 Rev. Jehu Clark, graduated at Yale in
1794, and settled in Newtown in October,
1799, less than a year before this visit. Mr.
Robbins had doubtless known him at college,
and preached for him as an act of friendship.

¢ Erastus Ripley, ordained at Brookfield
the March previous.

7 This is a true report.

® This was not the Zwn of Canaan, but a
parisk of the town of Norwalk, which is now
known as the town of New Canaan, lying
between the present Norwalk and the New
York line, about eighteen miles south from
Danbury.
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Towards evening Mr. Lewis,” of North
Stamford, came and preached a third sermon.

Very dry in this quarter.

4. Returned. Mr. Langdon quite poor.

5. Quite cool.

Began a new quarter in my school.

6. A worthless Democratic paper in this town contains some remarks
upon me. It gives me no uneasiness, and I am satisfied it will not injure my

character.® At evening had a meeting.

7. Wrote to Mr. Goodwin,* printer in Hartford. Rode to Bethel and

back. Wrote considerably.

8. Very warm. A shower of rain.

Began a dialogue, Columbus.®

9. A rainy day. Wrote a piece for publication.

1o. Mr. Goodrich, of Ridgefield,® preached here.

Read Spalding’s’ lectures.
11. My school increases.

I was a hearer all day.

A very growing season.

12. Genoa was given up by the French on the sth of June.® They were

reduced to extremities.
other parts of Italy.

It is said that they are at the same time successful in

13. The Superior Court is sitting here. Dismissed my school to attend.

Had a hat made for my father.

14. Last evening had a meeting. Read the Life of Co/umbus. Received

a letter from Mr. Goodrich.
15. Wrote home.

At evening a number of attorneys here. At evening

Dr. Morse, the Democratic printer?® here, was called before the selectmen and
made a confession which he is to publish.

16. Afternoon rode to Norwalk. At evening quite unwell.

17. Rainy. The earth very dry. Preached for Mr. Burnett,® he being

absent.

! Rev. Justus Mitchell, graduated at Yale,
1776, settled over this Canaan parish 1783-
1806.

2 Rev. Amzi Lewis, graduated at Yale,
1768, was pastor at North Stamford, Ct.,
1795-1819.

3 We shall see what became of this editor
by and by.

4 George Goodwin, so long one of the
owners and publishers of the Connecticut
Courant. The Connecticut Courant, one of
the early New England papers, was estab-
lished in 1764. In 1773 it was bought by Mr.
Ebenezer Watson, who carried it on till 1777,
when he died. Then Mr. George Goodwin,
a young man of twenty-one, was associated in
business with Mrs. Watson, and the paper
was carried on for two years under the name
of Watson & Goodwin. In 1779, Mrs. Wat-
son was married to Mr. Barzillai Hudson,
and for many years the firm of Hudson &
Goodwin was one of the best known in the

State as a printing and publishing office.
Mr. Goodwin lived till May 14, 1844, dying
at the age of eighty-eight. His son, of the
same name, a graduate of Yale College, died
in 1878, at the age of ninety-six.

$ Mr. Robbins’s dialogue or drama on
Columbus was written doubtless for histor-
ical instruction, rather than for tragic or
comic effect.

¢ See note March 4, 1800.

7 See note July 23, 18c0.

® Genoa, which had been in the possession
of the French, was blockaded by an English
and Austrian fleet, starved out and compelled
to capitulate. A few days later, June 14,
after the signal defeat of the Austrians at the
battle of Marengo, Genoa was restored to the
French.

9 The discipline of the Democratic printer
has begun.

19 Rev. Matthias Burnet, D.D., pastor at
Norwalk, 1785-1806.
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jaw which is now affected.
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It is my right

19. It appears Bonaparte is again, in a measure, overcoming Italy. After-
noon my sister S.' came from home to make me a visit.
20. Quite sick with the dysentery. At evening had a full meeting.

21.  Quite cool.

New cider® is quite plenty. Walked out with my sister.

22. The cities of New York and Philadelphia hope to escape the yellow

fever this year. Mr. Langdon very poor.
23. Wrote a piece for publication.

warm.

Walked out with my sister.
Afternoon rode to Wilton. Very

24. Very full meeting. This is a society of Norwalk. Their minister

lately dismissed.’

25. Returned. At evening my sister had company. People here treat her

with much atteation.*

Bonaparte has beaten the Austrians in a great battle

at Marengo in Italy® Genoa and many strong places are given up to the

French.

26. My school consists of more than forty.

27. In the moming rode out.
28. Very hot.
with my sister. Rainy.
29. Wrote home.

Went out to dine.
Mr. Langdon poorer than I have ever seen him. Visited

My sister went off in the stage.

A shower.

Visited a sick woman

apparently near gone with a consumption.

30.
escaping the yellow fever this season.

Afternoon rode to New Milford.®* Our cities have sanguine hopes of

31. Preached. Last night a hard rain. At evening returned.

SzpTEMBRR.

1. Had no school it being a training day.” The greater part of my school

children dance.

It being customary here I cannot prevent it.
believe a town in the State can produce so respectable a militia as this.

I do not
Two

companies of infantry, one of cavalry, and one of artillery, all in uniform,*

belong to this society.
2. Wrote a piece for publication.

! Sarah Robbins.

2 Cider, in that day, was as innocent as
water.

3 Rev. Aaron Woodward, graduated at
Yale in 1789, had been settled at Wilton,
1794~-1800.

4 On his account and on her own. She
was now twenty-one, a2 young woman of su-
perior mind and engaging manners.

§ This battle, as already stated, was fought
on the 14th of June, 1800.

¢ Mr. Robbins went to New Milford for a
Sabbath’s supply. This is the church where

the venerable Rev. Nathaniel Taylor had just
died. Mr. Taylor had a colleague settled
with him in 1790, Rev. Stanley Griswold, who
became a Unitarian, and was dismissed in
1802.

7 The first Mondays in May for the spring
trainings, and the first Mondays in Septem-
ber for the fall trainings. This was the old
Connecticut rule well remembered by zlt the
boys.

¥ This was certainly a handsome military
record for Danbury. There was considerable
local pride in military affairs in other towns.
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3. Visited a woman apparently near unto death with a consumption.

4. The woman I visited last evening died. Yesterday was Commence-
ment*® at Williamstown. The last four I have attended.

5. This day my father is sixty years old. Attended the funeral® Spoke

freely.
cool.
6. Had a pair of boots made.

Weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and your children. Quite
Received fifteen dollars and ten cents from this society.
Rode to Ridgefield.

7. Preached.®* Quite warm. At evening returned.
8. Yesterday Mr. Griswold,* of New Milford, preached here and was gen-

erally very well liked.
from the school committee.
Weston.

9. Rode to New Haven.

It appears he was very erroneous.’
Afternoon set out for New Haven.*

Received money
Rode to

Quite warm. My parents are in town. At

evening heard Abraham Bishop’ deliver a very foolish and inflammatory

Democratic oration two hours long.
10. A good Commencement.

Not so many people, particularly clergy, as

usual. At evening my father preached a Concio ad Clerum ;* very serious. Saw

many old friends.
11

13.

Foot. Very hot. Returned.

Attended the P. B. K. Society.
12. Went down to the sea?® with my parents and other friends.
Rode in a carriage to Northford,” and visited my father's cousin, Capt.

Rode to Branford.
Sailed.

14. In the morning rode to North Branford, and preached in the forenoon
for Mr. Eells.”” At noon returned. My father preached in the forenoon, and
I in the afternoon, in the same desk in which my grandfather™ preached near

forty years.
15. Rode to New Haven.

! Commencement at Williams College then
was the first Wednesday in September, and
at Yale the second Wednesday.

2 That is, of the woman who died the day
before.

3 He preached for Mr. Goodrich.

4 See note Aug. 30, 1800.

$ It is implied that he was quite wrong
doctrinally, but the people of Danbury did
not exactly find it out.

¢ To attend Commencement.

7 Abraham Bishop was born in New
Haven in 1763, and died there April 28, 1844.
He was graduated at Yale, 1778. His ora-
tion at New Haven in the summer of 1800
was long after spoken of as a singular in-
stance of inappropriateness for a Commence-

ment occasion. Mr. Bishop was for twenty

years collector at New Haven.
8 The Comcio ad Clerum seems then to
have been on the evening of Commencement

Bought books; thirty-five volumes for about

day. In later years it was on Tuesday even-
ing, and now for several years, it has ceased
altogether as one of the exercises of Com-
mencement week. At a meeting of the Gen-
eral Association of Connecticut held at Meri-
den in June, 1870, the following minute was
passed.

“ Resolved, That hereafter the Conco ad
Clerum heretofore delivered at Commence-
ment be transfered to the General Associa-
tion to take the place of the associational
sermon.”

9 The southern boundary of Branford is
Long Island Sound, between East Haven and
Guilford.

1° Northford is a part of North Branford.

1t Rev. Samuel Eells, graduated at Yale,
1765, pastor at North Branford, 1769-1808.

12 Philemon Robbins, pastor at Branford,
1733-1781. This must have been an occasion
of great interest to the people.
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thirty dollars.,® Today is Freeman’s Meeting. I believe political parties never

were higher in this State.

Rode to Newtown.?

16. Arrived at Danbury. Fruit very plenty in the lower part of the State.

In the upper very little.
17. A very dry season. Wrote.
18. Wrote a piece for publication.

19. Quite sick with a cold and a pain in my jaw.

keep school.

At evening had a meeting.
A child died in town very suddenly.

Afternoon could not

20. Last night an only brother of my Uncle Starr died here after an illness

of four days.
Episcopalian at Reading, preached.

Uncle Starr arrived. Attended the funeral.

Mr. Butler,® the

21. I preached in the forenoon, Uncle Starr in the afternoon. Last night

a hard rain.

22, Rainy. There appears to be a general armistice between Austria and

France.

Uncle Starr called at my school to see me.

23. Thought considerably on that text, 1 Cor. xv: 29.* Don’t know any-
thing about it. At evening had a meeting.
24. The Democrats have made very great exertions in this State of late,

but have overacted themselves.

There are fewer of them chosen to the

assembly this fall than there have been heretofore. The regiment met here.’

Appeared very well.

Dined with the field officers.
25. There is considerable horse-racing here.

In weeks past I have written

seven numbers to show that Mr. Jefferson will never be President of the
United States, which have been published.* Wrote on my drama.

26. Eat fresh cucumbers.

27. Quite rainy. Wrote on my drama.

28. Mr. Gridley,” of Watertown, preached.

for eight days.

It has been constantly rainy

29. Read Connecticut Evangelical Magaszine.

30. The fruits of the earth are comirg in very full.

Ocrosax.

Wrote on my drama.

1. Had company. At evening had a meeting. People here seem to be

stupid in the extreme.

2. Warm. Afternoon rode to New Fairfield, and preached a sacramental

lecture. Returned.

3. Wrote considerably upon my drama.

! He was in the early stages of the work
of collecting his large library.

?From New Haven to Newtown about
twenty miles.

> Rev. David Butler, the Episcopal min-
ister at Grace Church, Redding, 1799-1804.

¢ “ Else what shall they do that are bap-
tized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all ?
Why are they then baptized for the dead? ”

$ Sixty years ago it was the custom in

Walked out and visited. Cool.

Connecticut to have the regimental trainings
in every other year, in the latter part of Sep-
tember. Perhaps that was the custom in
1800.

¢ That was labor lost, for Mr. Jefferson
was made President of the United States, Feb-
ruary, 1801, and continued in the office eight
years without bringing ruin on the country.

7 Rev, Uriel Gridley, graduated at Yale
in 1783, pastor at Watertown, 1784-1820.
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4. In the morning there was a frost, the first this season. Afternoon
rode to Brookfield and back in a carriage.

5. Preached to young people. O for divine grace to make an impression.
At night very rainy.

6. At night finished my drama, consisting of eighty-nine pages in quarto.
Cool.

7. At evening was invited out. Quite cool.

8. The Democratic editor in this town has blown out and moved to Nor-
walk. The boys attended him out of town with bells, quills, etc.' At even-
ing had a meeting.

9. Dined out. Mr. Langdon seems to decline fast. Wrote.

10. My school are much engaged in learning their parts. Wrote on a
dialogue. .

11. The whole country appears to be in a ferment on account of the
approaching election of President.

12. In the moming rode to Brookfield and preached.

13. Quite rainy. Returned at night and finished my dialogue.

14. Quite cool. At evening walked out. Read.

15. Afternoon rode to Ridgebury and attended the funeral of Rev. Mr.
Camp’s wife.* Preached exfempore from Isa. li: 15. Bought a number of
books of Mr. Camp.®

16. Returned. Very rainy all day. Read Flowers of History.

17. My school much engaged in learning their pieces.

18. A very hard rainy day. Expected to have gone to Salem;* prevented
by the rain.

19. Preached. Quite rainy. It is said there are about twenty-five Demo-
crats in our present House of Representatives! They have their matters
reduced to system.

20. Wrote considerably. Had company. Cool.

21. Crops of corn are said to be very large.

22. Quite warm. At evening had a full meeting. Read Flowers of History.

23. Quite rainy. The committee called to see my school, and appoint an
exhibition.

24. Cold for the season. Walked out and visited.

25. Afternoon rode to Salem, in the State of New York, to preach.

26. Had a full meeting. This society rather small. At evening returned.

27. Preparing for an exhibition of my school. Began to build a stage.
Had my foot badly hurt.

28. Dined out. Find it a great deal of labor to prepare for an exhibition.

* Such was the end of the man who under- 3 The buying of books is to be a marked
took to publish a Democratic paper in Dan-  feature of Mr. Robbins’s life for many years
bury, in the good old Federal days of Con- to come.
necticut. 4 Salem is in the State of New York.

? Rev. Mr. Camp himself, who was very 3 The Connecticut House of Representa-
ill and hardly expected to live, had recovered, tives was large and the Democrats were a
but his wife was called away. feeble minority.
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29. I have so much anxiety and labor, I can eat but little and sleep very
poorly. Dined out. '

30. Had an exhibition of my school. Thirty-two had parts. The per-
formances continued two and one-half hours, all of my own composition.
There was a great audience. The meeting-house was full. They performed
beyond my expectation, and to universal approbation.

31. Cleaned the meeting-house. Afternoon took an affectionate leave of
my school after being with them ten months in great harmony. It was a
trying scene.’ )

Novmuaxzr.

1. Last evening called on Mr. Langdon.
committee requested me to preach five Sabbaths.
rode to Salem. Rainy.

2. Showery. Thin meeting. Societies in this State rather in a disorgan-
ized situation.

Received of this society ten dollars. Returned to Danbury. Quite

I think he sinks fast. The
1 agreed to. Afternoon

3
cold.

4. Wrote home. Began to read Hume’s History of England.

5. Received a letter from my father. Wrote to Mr. Judson,’ of Sheffield.

6. Finished my sermon on 2 Cor. vi: 2.

7. Began a sermon on John vi: 35. Read Hume.

8. Finished sermon on John vi: 35. Warm for the season.

9. An Episcopalian preached in town, and many people went to hear

him. I fear if Mr. Langdon should be taken away this society would be in a
broken state.* .

10. Rode to Newtown to get Dr. Penny to come and see Mr. Langdon.
Quite cold.

11. Read Hume. At evening walked out. My salt-rheum troublesome.

12. Began a sermon on Ex. xxxiv: 6. Read Bible.

13. Wrote all day. Quite cold and tedious. It is said that in this quarter
it is thought there was never so much Indian corn in one year as this.

14. Wrote. Mr. Langdon appears to be sinking fast.

15. Finished my sermon on Ex. xxxiv: 6. Am somewhat troubled with a
pain in my breast. Traded considerably.

16. Preached upon Truth. People very attentive. There is an account
that our envoys at France have made a treaty of amity and comity.

17. The British have taken Malta® The armistice between Austria and
France is extended. Received a letter from the society in Milton? requesting
me to go there and preach.

'In all his experiences as a teacher in
different places, he was remarkably successful.

? For two Sabbaths’ supply.

? Rev. Ephraim Judson, his old theological

¢ By several hints, Mr. Robbins evidently
thinks Mr. Langdon and his church not alto-
gether in a sound doctrinal state.

$ Probably not a correct report. No treaty
of the kind seems to have been concluded
before 1803.

6 Malta was surrendered to the British
under Pigot, Sept. 5, 1800.

7 A parish in the town of Litchfield, or-
ganized in 1798 ; but it had no settled min-
ister until 1802.
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At evening attended a Sandema-

They dirfer from us very little in doctrines; but in modes and
Read Hume.

19. Pray with the court and dine with them daily.® Traded considerably.

Walked out.

20. Quite cold. Finished reading the Bible which I began at the Psalms,

Nov. 20, 1798.

I lament with shame that I have been so long. Have how-
ever generally read two or three chapters a day with my school.

Saw a

criminal tried for stealing and committed.

21. It snowed hard all day. The storm very severe. Read Hume.

gan a sermon on Heb. xiii: 2.

Be-

22. I believe the snow is a foot deep. Read Hume and wrote.

23. Snowed some. Thin meeting.

It appears that the Presidential elec-
tion depends on the Pennsylvania Senate.

Their governor is a Democrat.

Their House of Representatives is about fifty against twenty, and the Senate

have eleven Democrats out of twenty-four.

They are now in session striving

to make a law to choose electors, but it appears that a wmajority of the Senate

are like to counteract all.®

24. Rode to Bethel in a sleigh and returned. Very good sleighing. Gov.

Jay* has declined a reélection.

It is conceived to be a great misfortune.

Began a Thanksgiving sermon on Isa. i: 23.

25. Last evening began to read the Bible from the beginning in course.
May God grant in infinite mercy that I may read it with profit.

26. Finished my sermon on Isa.i: 23 Traded some. Was invited out

to supper.

27. Thanksgiving. Warm and pleasant. The snow thaws considerably.

Invited out to dinner.
28. The snow goes fast.
Langdon’s; he is very low.

Wrote.

Invited out to dine. Slept at Mr.

29. Finished my sermon on Heb. xiii: 2.

30.
little better.
DECEMBER.

1. Read Hume.
brightens.

Thaws considerably. Thin meeting. Mr. Langdon appears to be a

Quite cold. The prospect of a Federal President

2. Read. My salt-rheum troublesome.

? Perhaps he was led to attend the meet-
ing from the fact that he was boarding with
the daughter of one of the Sandemanian
leaders.

2 This was in accordance with the old
time ways of New England.

3 It was a close study in the year 1800 to
see how, by possibility, Mr Jefferson might
be kept out of the Presidential chair.

4 Hon. John Jay, who had already been
Chief-Justice of the United States, was Gov-

emor of the State of New York from 1795 to
1801, but declined being a candidate for re-
election. He died in 1829 at the age of
eighty-four.

S If one will read this text chosen for this
Thanksgiving sermon, he will see that the
preacher’s thoughts were probably running
upon the condition of the country, and the
awful possibility that Mr. Jefferson might be
President. Great is the power of political
prejudice.
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Shall destroy a sermon I began on

that subject Jan, 11, 1799, but never finished, on Jer. xiii: 16.

5. Wrote fourteen pages.
breast which alarms me.
resignation to his will.

Troubled considerably with a pain in my
May God give me health if he pleases, but especially
Snowed some.

6. Finished my sermon on Heb. xi: 3o.
7. The Episcopal society of this town have hired Mr. Butler,’ of Reading,

to preach here a fourth part of the time for a year.
8. The Pennsylvania Senate have done laudably.

Quite tired.
They have brought

the House of Representatives to submit to their terms in the choice of

electors* Read Hume.

now at New Haven.
9. Read Hume.

death of Mr. Taylor, of New Milford.

10. Began a sermon on Isa. lxvi: 2.

Wrote to Miss Clarissa Taylor, one of my pupils,

Troubled with a pain in my breast. Heard of the

Quite cold. Read little.

11. Rode to New Milford, and attended the funeral of Rev. Mr. Taylor.
Mr. Bordwell,® of Kent, preached. A number of ministers present.

12. Very rainy all day. The streams are very high.

13. Rode to Danbury with difficulty. Finished my sermon on Isa. Ixvi: 2.
Was requested to continue here till January.

14 Mr. Langdon very low. Received a letter from my father.

home.

15. Read Hume.

16. Wrote considerably.
out.

17. Rode to Bethel.
pain in my breast.

Wrote

Making historical collections for a century sermon.*
Read Hume.

An admirable historian.® Walked

Making historical collections. Troubled some with a

18. Began a sermon on Gen. i: 15. Quite warm.

19. Wrote considerably, and studied on my century sermon.

walked out. Quite mild.
20. Rainy all day. Wrote home.

At evening

Quite warm for the season.

21. Quite tired. It appears probable that Mr. Jefferson will be our Presi-
dent. I think I never heard bad tidings on anything which gave me such a

shock.* OQur prospects had become perfectly sanguine.

! Rev. David Butler, before mentioned.

2 Mr. Robbins, about that time, needed to -

read again the story about whose ox it was
that was gored; the anecdote of the unjust
judge illustrated by the last picture in Web-
ster's spelling-book.

3 Rev. Joel Bordwell, graduated at Yale,
1756, pastor at Kent, 1758-1811.

4 This century sermon, which he was now
setting himself to prepare, was not a sermon
written by request, like his oration on Wash-
ington's death, and his sermon on Washing-

Contrary to the

ton’s birthday, but was in the line of his
regular preaching, as one supplying the pul-
pit of Danbury.

S Yes, in many respects; but his preju-
dices were often stronger than his regard for
truth, so that, from a historian he some-
times descended to the rank of a special par-
tisan pleader.

6 Mr. Robbins was to survive this shock,
and to learn that his fears, though in some
measure just, were altogether exaggerated and
unreasonable.
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expectation of all parties, South Carolina have all voted for him. Our only
consolation is that the Lord reigns. May we not complain of his disposal.

22. The frost all out of the ground. Collecting materials for a century
sermon. Invited out to supper.

23. On the 21st received a most excellent letter from my dear mamma.
Began and finished a sermon on Luke xxiii: 39—43. Troubled with a pain in
my breast.

24. Wrote on my century sermon. At evening saw a triagedy performed.*

25. Considerably troubled with the pain in my breast. Considerable labor
to make all the collections for my century sermon. Boys played ball.

26. Much oppressed with a cold. Began a sermon on Prov. viii: 1§, 16.

27. Finished my sermon on Prov. viii: 15, 16. It is suggested that the
weather this week has not been colder than it was in October. Boys play at
ball till night without the least inconvenience. Received a letter from Mr.
Curtis Clark, Brookfield.

28. On the 24th received a letter from Esq. Everett, of New Milford.
Wrote one in answer. Received a letter from my brother N. Rainy.
Preached on public affairs.

29. Made a hymn for New Year’s day.

30. Still engaged on my century sermon. It costs much labor to make
collections.

31. Finished my century sermon on Gen. i: 14, at three quarters after
eleven o'clock, P. M. The year is now closing. ’

! In some local exhibition probably. It was common in the early years of this century,
for private companies in the country towns of Connecticut to get up dramatic exhibitions on
quite an extended scale.
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Jawvary.

1. Afternoon preached a century sermon’ to a very large audience.

Quite cold. Received a request from the committee of the society of Milton

to preach with them.
2. Last night snowed some.

3. Extreme cold. People go some in sleighs.

publication.

At evening walked out.

Copying my sermon for

4. ‘Thin meeting. Verycold. Yesterday moming the thermometer stood
five below zero. Jefferson and Burr have each seventy-three votes for the

Presidency.

It will remain with Congress to decide.*

5. Last night snow fell about a foot deep.
6. Received a request from the civil authority and selectmen of this town
for a copy of my sermon for publication? Rode to Ridgebury. Mr. Camp

comfortable.

7. Bought some books of Mr. Camp.*

Returned. Afternoon quite rainy.

An admirable New Year’s poem in Hartford paper.

8. Quite warm. Snow mostly gone.

Received sixty-seven dollars from

this society. Received considerable from the school committee.
9. Have lived more than a year in this town, and all at one house, very

agreeably.!

What shall I render to the Most High for all his mercies.

Left

Danbury. Rode to Warren.®* Uncle Starr unwell,
10. Rode to Milton,” a society in Litchfield. Quite warm for the season.

Rainy.

11. The meeting-house unfinished. Very hard to speak. Full meeting.

At evening rode to Goshen.'

12. Rode home. Never have been so long from home at once. My

mamma not very well. Cold.

! There has been discussion in times past
whether the first day of January, 1800 or
1801, began the nineteenth century. It re-
quired one hundred years to make the eight-
eenth century, and the year 1800 was one of
them, and the ninetecenth century therefore
began Jan. 1, 1801. Mr. Robbins’s century
sermon was preached as a special religious
service, on a week day, Thursday, and it is
gratifying to know that it was preached “to a
very large audience.”

* That religious people in New England
should desire the defeat of Jefferson, and the
election of a man so corrupt as Aaron Burr,
is one of those political riddles which are
hard to solve,

3It was quite a triumph for a man so
young as he, to prepare three addresses with-
in a year, which should be requested for
publication.

4 He had bought books once before of
Mr. Camp. It had been supposed, as we
have seen, that Mr. Camp had a fatal illness,
and this may have led him to part with his
books, thinking he should not want them.

$ At the house of Mr. Whittlesey.

¢ About twenty-one miles from Danbury.

7 Four or five miles from Warren in the
northwest part of the town of Litchfield.

% About eight miles from Milton to Goshen.

9 About eight more from Goshen to his
father’s house in Norfolk.
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13. Set out for Danbury. Rode to Milton.
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No sleighing ; bad riding.

14. Rode to Danbury. My cousin P. Starr* accompanied me from Warren.

15. Very rainy. Considerable thunder.

on my century sermon.

16. Inspected one proof-sheet of my sermon.

Mr. Langdon very low. Wrote

Rode from Danbury to

New Milford. At evening had a long Democratic dispute with a Mr. Board-

man,” of New Milford.
17. Rode to Milton.

Cold. Quite tired with riding.

18. Had a full meeting. Very cold. People here appear very stupid.
At evening had a Democratic dispute with Esq. Welsh of this place. Agreed

to preach here a few Sabbaths.
19. Rainy. Read the Bible.
20. Rode home.

Had company. Ilive ata Deacon Munson’s.
Cold and exceeding windy. Found all well.

21. Extreme cold. Apprehended the most severe weather we have had

this winter.

22. The weather is more severe.
college.
with us over night.

23. Went with my brother James and got a load of wood.*

No sleighing. There has been very little this season.
My brother James came home from
Mr. Bushnell® the missionary, came from the westward, and tarried

Difficult mov-

ing on account of ice; yet no sleighing. At evening read my play Columbus

before a number of people by desire.

24. Read. Saw some people from Vermont. Several families about to

move from this town to New Connecticut.®
25. Preached for my father all day. The subject, Means.

attended a conference. Very cold.

Went and got a load of wood.
At evening

26. Left home early. Rode to West Hartford; got a piece of blue cloth
my mamma had sent there to be dressed. Rode to Farmington, eat supper
with Mr. Pitkin ;¢ rode to West Britain,” and tarried at a tavern.

27. Rode to Litchfield and breakfasted, and rode to Danbury.

Rode yes-

terday and today about ninety-seven miles.

28. Last night it snowed a little.

Since the Sabbath the weather has been

quite mild. Rode to an outer part of the town to collect some facts for my

century sermon of a Baptist society.

29. Finished copying my sermon for the press.
Quite rainy.

He appears to be just gone; declining fast.
My century sermon was published. Walked out.

bert, of Salem. Walked out.
30. Stayed at Mr. Langdon’s.

Invited out to supper.

Wrote to Mr. Jacob Gil-

Warm.

31. Left Danbury. Rode to Warren and tarried. People universally very

anxious for sleighing.

! Peter Starr, Jr., was graduated at Will-
iams, 1799.

2 Probably Mr. Elijah Boardman.

3 Rev. Jedadiah Bushnell, graduated at
Williams College in 1797.

4 e was not above hard work when oc-
casion called.

$ Western Reserve, or Connecticut Re-
serve, Ohio.

¢ Rev. Timothy Pitkin, who was settled in
Farmington in 1752, but was dismissed in
1785. He lived, however, until 1811.

7 Only a few miles from Farmington to
West Britain.
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Frexuary.

1. Rode to Milton.
2. Read Hume.
3. Read.
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Quite cold. Very tired.
Troubled some with a pain in my breast.
I presume this country has never been in such universal

anxiety on account of political matters as at present, since the establishment

of our present government.

4. Rode to Warren and to Kent with Uncle Starr.!

ters’ meeting. Preached.*

5. Soft night; it snowed a little.

entirely bare. Rode to Warren.

hurt.

places,
7. Read Hume.

People move some in sleighs.

Attended a minis-

Before that the ground was almost

My horse fell, and threw me off; not
Preached a sacramental lecture.

6. Rode to Litchfield and Milton.
Wrote to Noah Webster,* New Haven.

Dined with Mr. Huntington.® Warm.
Many accounts of fires in different

Had company.

8. People here seem generally disposed to attend meeting; but pretty

ignorant.
9. Rode home.
breast.

It snowed considerably. Troubled with a pain in my

10. Rode out in a sleigh. My brother James went off to college.’

11. A vast number of people seem in motion to improve the sleighing. It
snowed all day. Rode out with my father.

12. Worked getting wood. Quite cold. Read some.

13. Wrote to my sister B. Rode out.

Afternoon it snowed hard.

14. The snow is quite deep. Difficult moving. Afternoon my father went

to Milton.®

15. Quite thin meeting. Very cold and blustering.
is more healthy this winter than she has been winters past.
Bogue, late minister at Winchester, came and tarried with us.

I think my mamma
At evening Mr.
He now lives

at the westward. He appears to be much disappointed on his prospects in

retiring from the ministry.
16. Worked some.
wife, came and tdrried with us.

At evening Mr. Washburn, of Farmington, and his
Heard of the death of Mr. Langdon, of Dan-

bury. He died last Tuesday.” His funeral was attended on Friday. Mr.

Goodrich, of Ridgefield, preached on the occasion.

The last time Mr. Lang-

don preached was on the Fast, the r1th of last April.

! He rode to Warren alone, and from
Warren to Kent with his Uncle Starr. His
uncle was now more than fifty years old, hav-
ing been settled twenty-nine years at War-
ren.

It was a compliment to ask a young
minister not yet twenty-four years old to
preach before a ministers’ association.

3 Rev. Dan Huntington.

4 Mr. Noah Webster, author of the Great
American Dictionary, was then forty-two
years old, and he lived forty-two years longer,

dying in 1843, at New Haven, at the age of
eighty-four.

3 Now in his junior year.

¢ His father went to Milton to preach on
an exchange of pulpits with his son. From
Norfolk to Milton about sixteen miles,

7 February 10, and Mr. Robbins heard of
it at Norfolk, a little more than forty miles
distant, the following Monday, February 16.
Mr. Langdon had been between fourteen and
fiftcen years at Danbury, having been settled
in 1786.
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17. Set out with my brother N. in a sleigh to go to Danbury. Rode to

Watertown.!

It rained all the afternoon.

Got very wet.

18. Rode to Waterbury.® It rained hard all day. Towards night rode to

Wolcott.?

19. Rode home.* Found pretty good sleighing. Yesterday it snowed Aere

all day.
20. Worked some.
21. Rode to Milton.

Warm for the season.
O that I may be delivered from stupidity, and

Read Hume.

realize the great work of the gospel ministry.

22,
sentiments.

23. Read Hume. Walked out.

chosen President of the United States.

Had a pretty full meeting. Many people here appear to have bad
I fear Episcopalians are gaining ground.*
Was informed that Mr. Jefferson is

I think it is clearly a great frown of

Providence.* May we learn humility, and may the God of our fathers still be

our God.

24. In the forenoon quite rainy. Warm. Wrote.
Snow goes very fast.
26. Remarkably warm for the season.” The sleighing is gone.

25. Very warm and pleasant.

to Milton. Visited.
27. Preached a private lecture.

Read newspapers.
Rode to Warren.
Returned

Bad riding. Wrote extracts from Hume.

28. On account of some difficulty here about Episcopalians, I determined
to be absent tomorrow. Rode to Cornwall.® Very bad riding.

Maxcwu.

1. Preached for Mr, Weston.?

2. Rainy. Unwell.

mercy. Walked out.
3. Rode home.

Mild spring weather.
The pain in my breast very hard. O for preserving

Very tired.

Very little snow to be seen; and the ground is breaking
up. Such a winter is not remembered.

4. Quite sick with a severe pain in the left part of my breast. Afternoon

my father preached a singing lecture.
5. Rode out. Worked some.

! More than twenty miles.

3 Four or five miles from Watertown.

3 Four miles perhaps from Waterbury.

4 That is, back to Norfolk, not having
gone apparently to Danbury, their original
destination.

5 A little hard to charge the bad senti-
ments of the place upon the Episcopalians.

6 Very likely Mr. Robbins afterwards saw
that certain evil tendencies in our government
were changed by the eight years’ administra-
tion of Mr. Jefferson, so that he might have
been ready to say,
ing evil still educing good.”

7 Those who have been accustomed to

““From

The people here sing excellently.
Much cooler than it has been.

note carefully the changes of weather in our
New England year, will remember that the
last days of February, or the first days of
March, are quite likely to be warm.

8 He made an exchange with the Comn-
wall minister. What the precise difficulties
were with the Episcopalians does not appear.

9 Rev. Hercules Weston, pastor at Corn-
wall, 1792-1803. He was a graduate of Dart-
mouth College in the class of 1783. Corn-
wall, Ct., was the town in which the Foreign
Mission School was opened in 1817, and was
continued till 1826. Here Henry Obookiah
from the Sandwich Islands died and was
buried.
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6. It snowed hard all day. Read Wilberforce’s View*! Had some
clothes made. At evening my father had a small building burnt by accident.
7. Rode to Milton. Snow about a foot deep. Warm. Read Hume.
8. Thin meeting. Bad morning. At evening my brother N. came here
from Warren and tarried.
9. Rode to Danbury. Mr. Thomas Starr, of this town, lately left his
house and cannot be found. Great search has been made.

10. The neighboring ministers supply the pulpit here at present.® Snow
goes fast. At night very rainy. Some thunder.

11. Left Danbury. Rode to Washington, tarried at Mr. Porter’s.’
Stopped several times by rain.

12. Rode to Milton. The snow gone.
company.

13. Wrote, copying my diary in this book, as I did not obtain it till lately.
Read Hume.

14. The pain in my breast hard. Wrote. Mr. Parker,* a candidate, came
here wishing to exchange with me tomorrow, and have me go to Washington.
I cannot go. Rode out and visited.

15. Walked to meeting. The ground begins to settle.
appear attentive, but I think are very stupid.

16. Wrote. Rode out and visited. Warm. Ground breaking up. Last
Wednesday the Democrats in this State had a great féte at Wallingford, to
celebrate the election of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency. As I was riding

Extreme bad riding. Had

People here

through New Milford I heard the cannon.

17. Rode to Cornwall.
under Mr. Knapp,® of Norfolk.

Attended a good exhibition of the school there

18. Very rainy all day. Entertained kindly at Mrs. Marwin’s.
19. Lowery all day. Saw the largest oxen I ever saw; six feet high. Read.

20. Rode to Milton.
extracts from Hume.

Very wet.

! William Wilberforce'’s Practical View of
Christianity, a work that has exercised a vast
influence among men.

* It was an old New England custom, and
still continues, that on the occasion of the
death of a minister, the neighboring ministers
should give each a Sabbath’s supply for the
benefit of his family.

3 Rev. Ebenezer Porter, D. D., pastor at
Washington, Ct., from 1796 to 1811, and then
called to be Bartlet Professor at Andover, in
place of Dr. Edward Griffin. After going to
Andover he was sought for to fill many public
places, but remained there till his death in
1834. The Professorship of Divinity at Yale
College, the Presidency of Hamilton, Middle-
bury, South Carolina Colleges, were all of-

Streams are yet very high. Wrote

fered him and declined. In 1827, he was
made President of Andover Seminary. This
was an office which had not before existed.

4 This was probably Daniel Parker, a na-
tive of Washington, and a graduate of Yale
in 17968. He was afterwards settled 1802-
1812 as the first minister in Ellsworth, a
parish in Sharon. Here he established a
school which he conducted for years after his
dismission, and which proved a successful
enterprise.

$ This was very distant music, but distance
did not lend enchantment enough to make it
pleasing to his ear.

6 Mr. Isaac Knapp, graduate of Williams
College, 1800, afterwards for many years pas-
tor at Westfield, Mass.
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21. Rainy. Began a sermon on Rev. iii: 10. Rode to Warren to ex-
change with Uncle Starr. On account of death of one of his neighbors, he
could not leave home. Roads very much gullied with the flood, many bridges
and mill-dams gone.

22. Rode to Milton.
society.

23. Wrote. Rode home. The riding in Goshen extremely bad. My
cousin S. P. Robbins* here. Received a letter from Becket, and another from
Poultney, Vt., each requesting me to go and preach with them.

24. My cousin set out for Salem, N. Y.,*to supply them by my advice.
Wrote to Mr. Jacob Gilbert® there, and two other letters of introduction for
him. Worked. Blasted a rock.*

25. Worked considerably. Snowed nearly all day.

26. Made a great gate for a fence* Wrote to the committee at Becket.
At night sick with a very severe pain in my side and back.

27. Rode to Milton. Considerably unwell. Preached a lecture. On the
23d wrote a billet-letter to Mr. J. Allen® Litchfield. Received an answer.
Pleasant weather. There has not been a clear day before since the 8th, and
but a few without rain. So long wet weather I think I never knew. All
accounts represent the flood last week very extraordinary. Great damage has
been sustained in mills, bridges, etc. At Hartford, Ct., the river is said not to
have been so high since the year 1692.

Rainy. There seems to be unhappy parties in this

28. Wrote considerably.

29. My Uncle Starr went to preach at Milton.

eclipse of the moon.
30. Rainy. Tarried at Warren.
31
steadily.

ArriL.

Rode to Milton.

1. Finished my sermon on Rev. iii: 1o.
Have trouble with the committee of this society.
Received of the committee of this society fifty dollars.’

out.
2. Read Hume.

Afternoon rode to Warren.

Weather pleasant.
Stormy. At night a total

So cloudy we could only perceive the darkness.

Read Flowers of History.

This month has been remarkable for wet, cloudy weather almost
Read Hume.

Weather very pleasant. Rode

Yesterday wrote to Rev. Mr. Marsh,* Litchfield.

t He had been graduated at Harvard Col-
lege in 1798, and was now beginning to
preach.

2 This is the place where Mr. Thomas
Robbins had supplied a few Sabbaths while
teaching in Danbury.

3 Jacob Gilbert is the man with whom he
corresponded at Salem. We have had his
name before in the diary. He was perhaps a
deacon in the church.

4 It is noticeable that Mr. Robbins can
turn his hand to rough hard work. We have
many illustrations showing that he had been
accustomed from his youth to all kinds of
out-door service.

S Here heis a carpenter as well as a

blaster of rocks, or a cutter and drawer of
wood.

¢ Hon. John Allen, lawyer in Litchfield
from 1786 to his death, 1812, member of Con-
gress, 1797-1799, member of State Council,
1800-1816.

7 He began to preach at Milton on the
18th of January, so that on the i1st Sabbath
of April he had preached ten Sabbaths at the
old price of five dollars a Sabbath.

$ Rev. Truman Marsh, graduated at Yale
in 1786, Episcopal minister in Litchfield, but
preaching one fourth of the time to a small
Episcopal society in Milton parish. Here,
probably, Mr. Robbins had been brought to
his acquaintance.
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3. This dayis the Fast through this State. May God accept the offer-
ings of his people, and let his blessings rest upon our land. Quite warm.
4. Received a letter from Mr. Marsh, Litchfield. Rode out and visited.

Roads mostly settled.

5. The Episcopalians held a meeting in a school-house near the meeting-

house. Quite tired.

6. Rode home. Called on Mr. Weston, Cornwall. Ground settled.

7. Read. Accounts from various parts of the great destruction in the
late flood. Attended the concert of prayer.

8. By account peace is signed between Austria and France at Luneville.!

Stormy. Worked some.

9. My father went to New Marlborough® to preach on the Fast. My
classmate Bassett® came and tarried with us; like to settle at Winchester.
The Democrats making great exertions to destroy the laws respecting religion

in this State.

ro. Very cold and blustering. Read Hume. Am at present very healthy.

Laus Deo.

11. Rode to Milton. Preached a lecture in a part of Litchfield. Quite
cold. On the gth wrote to Deacon White, Poultney,* Vt.

12. Warm. Full meeting. There appear to be such rancurous parties in
this society that I fear they will not be in a systematic state for many years.

13. Rode home. My horse lame.

full. This town remarkably united.

Attended Freeman's Meeting. Very

14. Took a horse of a man to use for the present. Rode to Warren, on

my way to New York.

15. Rode to Danbury. Very warm.

town.

I think I have many friends in this

16. Received thirty-four dollars of the school committee, and remainder of
what was due me here. Rode to Stamford. Kindly entertained at Rev. Mr.

Smith's.®

17. Dined with Dr. Lewis,® Greenwich. Rode to Rye. The Freeman’s
Meetings through the State appear to have been very full, and the Democrats

greatly overthrown.

! Peace of Luneville concluded between
the French Republic and the Emperor of
Germany, Feb. g, 1801,

? As already stated New Marlborough,
Mass,, adjoined Norfolk, Ct. Rev. Nathaniel
Turner, a native of Norfolk, was then pastor
there.

3 Rev. Archibald Bassett, Mr. Robbins’s
classmate at Yale, settled at Winchester,
1801-1806, afterwards a missionary and min-
ister in the State of New York.

4 He had received, it will be remembered,
letters from Becket, Mass., and Poultney, Vt.,

asking him to come up there and preach.
There was a real scarcity of ministers at the
beginning of this century.

$ Rev. Daniel Smith, graduated at Yale,
1891, and pastor at Stamford, 1793-1846,
fifty-three years.

8 Rev. Isaac Lewis, D. D., converted un-
der the preaching of Whitefield in the chapel
of Yale College in 1764, graduated in 1765,
pastor at Greenwich, 1786-1818, and living
till 1340, seventy-five years after his gradua-
tion. His son, Isaac Lewis, Jr., D.D., was
also pastor at Greenwich.

P
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18. Rode in the stage to New York.!

Mr. Watson.! Walked out.
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Received with great hospitality by

19. Heard Dr. Rogers® preach. Afternoon Dr. Livingston,* Dutch Re-
formed. I believe there are many real humble believers in this city.

20. Mr. Watson very instructive and entertaining in conversation.
This State in a great ferment respecting
Mr. Watson is candidate for Lieut.-Governor.

Wrote a short piece for publication.
their approaching election.

Rainy.

2r. Became acquainted with Dr. Rogers. Weather cold and backward.

Wrote.

22. Read Encyclopedia. Mr. Watson® has by a great difference the best

library I ever saw, except the one at Harvard College.

Walked out.

23. Dined with Mr. Samuel Wilcox, an acquaintance of my father.
Read considerably. Wrote a piece for publication. Attended at evening an
electioneering meeting. Heard Gen. Hamilton ¢ speak with the most powerful

eloquence I ever heard.

24. Last night very rainy. Walked out with Mr. Watson. Drank tea with

Dr. Rogers.

Engaged to preach next Sabbath. At night had an exceeding

hard turn of the toothache ; cured with laudanum.
25. Bought a pair of leather breeches, six dollars. A pair of silk stock-

ings, two dollars.

In the afternoon fifteen vessels, mostly large, arrived at

this port. It has been wet and lowery weather for six days.

26. Preached for Dr. Rogers; in two meeting-houses.

Congregations very

large. Weather very pleasant. At evening an Episcopalian meeting. Mr.

Allen, of Litchfield, here,

27. Last week had some clothes made.

Rode out with Mr. Watson in his

carriage. The country round New York very pleasant. At evening attended

the theater.

28. Very warm. Walked out to tea. Mr. Imlay,” member of Congress

from New Jersey, dined with us.
this State.

! When he went to New York city in
1796, he left his horse outside the city.

2 His old friend and his father’s friend,
Mr. James Watson, was still living there, and
as hospitable as before.

3 Rev. John Rodgers, D. D., was then min-
istering to the Wall Street, the Drick, and
the Rutgers Street Church united.

4 John H. Livingston, D. D., born at
Poughkeepsie in 1746, and graduated at Yale
in 1762, afterwards President of Queen's Col-
lege, New Jersey. He was a very able
scholar and divine. He died in New Bruns-
wick, N. J., in 1825, aged seventy-eight.

§ Mr. Robbins having already begun the
work of collecting a library, was prepared
fully to appreciate so handsome a collection.

This and two next days is the election in

There were few great libraries in the country
then. That of Harvard College was easily
first ; now there are many great libraries,
public and private. There are men now
whose private libraries are larger than any
public library then in the country.

¢ This was after Mr. Hamilton had re-
turned to the practice of law in the city of
New York. Washington made him Secretary
of the Treasury in 1789, which office he held
till 1795. After performing other important
public services, in 1800 he resumed law prac-
tice in New York. Four years later, in July,
1804, he was killed in a duel by Aaron Burr.

7 James H. Imlay. He was a graduate of
Princeton College and member of Congress,
1797-1801.
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29. Left New York in the stage.

ness which I have experienced there.
Tarried at Mr. Mitchell’s.”

rode to Canaan.”

AT HOME AT NORFOLK, CT.
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May I be thankful for the great kind-

Rode to Rye. Took my horse and

30. Rode to Danbury. Warm. Much pained with the toothache. This

society appears to be in a critical situation.

Mav.
1. Rode to Washington.

Fruit-trees generally in the blow.

At New Milford had a tooth extracted. The

meeting-house in this town was set on fire the night before last by a crazy

man, and consumed.

2. Rode to Litchfield. Quite warm. Drank tea with Gen. Tracy.?

3. Preached for Mr. Huntington.

Today are contributions through this

State for the missionary society. The collection here thirty-two dollars.*

Afternoon very rainy.
4. Rode home.
this town above sixty dollars.
5. Worked considerably.
trees in the bloom.
6. Quite rainy. Wrote.
one hundred volumes.
7. Worked some.
healthy this spring than in years past.

Warm. My sister quite unwell.

Dined with a military company. The contribution in
The season is generally quite forward. Fruit-

Worked at my library. I have now more than

My mamma more

8. Afternoon very rainy. The season is uncommonly wet. Grass -and
trees very forward. Five persons were examined as candidates to be admitted
into the church. They appeared very well.

9. Set out to go to Becket to preach. Bad riding. Rode through New
Marlborough to Bethlehem. Hearing that they are like to be supplied to-
morrow at Becket, I concluded to tarry here.

10. Preached in a private house. This is a new and small town,® but I
think there are a number of persons who are anxious to hear the truth. Quite

tired.

11. Rode to Becket. We have at length clear weather.
I live with a Mr. Higley. Wrote.

12. Read the Bible.
13. Read considerably.
14. I study without any fire.

Read Hume.
Quite warm.

Began a sermon on Luke xiv: 17.
Read the Bible.

Read Hume.

15. Quite unwell last night with dysentery. Read considerably. Walked!

out.

16. Finished my sermon on Luke xiv: 17. Read Bible.

! This was not the town of Canaan, Ct,
but the parish of that name in the town of
Norwalk, now the town of New Canaan.

2 Rev. Justus Mitchell, previously men-
tioned,

3 Gen. Uriah Tracy, graduated at Yale in
1778, a native of Norwich, Ct., a lawyer at
Litchfield. He was for nine years Represent-
itive to the State Legislature, three years

member of Congress, and eleven years United®
States Senator.

41t is the first Sunday in May again, and:
this was the contribution in Rev. Dan Hunt-
ington’s church in Litchfield.

5 A noble contribution for Norfolk in those
days.

¢ There appears to be no such town: or par--
ish in Berkshire County at the present time:
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17. They have here a new and very good meeting-house. The society is

small. Quite tired.

18. Rode home.! My sister getting better. Apple-trees universally in the

bloom and very full.

19. Rode to Winchester to attend the ordination of my classmate Bassett.’

He passed a good examination.

20. Mr. Bassett was ordained. The exercises very serious.

Very warm.

Rode home.

21. Last evening my brother James came from college. Mr. Judson, of
Sheffield, tarried here and talked with me considerably. Wrote a letter to

Mr. Hooker,® of Goshen. Very hot.

22. Worked considerably. Students here from Yale and Williams Colleges.

23. In the morning a shower.
for me at Becket.

24. Cool.
25. Rode home.
death.

Rode to Goshen.

Mr. Hooker is to supply

Stayed at Esq. Hale’s# At evening rode to Milton.
Called on old Mr. Jacob Beach, apparently near to

26. Worked. Bought some books of the public library in this town, which

were sold at vendue. The newspaper brought very important news. That the
Emperor Paul,’ of Russia, was found dead in his bed on the moming of the
24th of March, and his son Alexander succeeds. That Lord Nelson gained a
great naval victory over the Danes on the 2d of April at Copenhagen.® My
father received a letter from Mr. Newell, of Charlotte, requesting that I would
go up there and preach. At night quite unwell with a violent inflammatory
eruption.

27. Worked steadily with my brother James making a board fence. Mr.
Granger” has got more than three thousand Democratic votes in this State

for a member of Congress.

28. Worked. My salt-rheum something troublesome.

' From Becket, Mass,, to Norfolk, Ct.,
about twenty-five miles.

* Archibald Bassett, already mentioned, of
the class of 1796 at Yale.

3 Rev. Asahel Hooker, pastor at Goshen,
Ct., 1791-1810, father of Rev. Edward W.
Hooker, D. D., formerly professor in the
East Windsor Seminary, and of Mrs. Corne-
lius, wife of Dr. Elias Cornelius, Secretary of
the American Education Society and of the
American Board.

4 There were, at that time, three men in
Goshen of the name Hale that were promi-
nent. These were Adino, Timothy, and Na-
than Hale. The latter was deacon of the
church.

5 He came to the throne in 1796, He
was son of Peter III and Catherine IL. Peter
was supposed to have been murdered soon

Warm.

after he came to the throne in 1762. His
wife Catherine was an able sovereign. On
her death in 1796 Paul, her son, succeeded,
but was found dead as stated, and it was
supposed that he was murdered. He was
followed by his son Alexander, who was on
the throne 18o1-182s.

¢ Copenhagen was bombarded and taken
by the English ficet under Nelson, April 2,
1801.

7 Hon. Gideon Granger, born in Suffield,
Ct,, July 19, 1767. To him Connecticut is
very largely indebted for her school fund.
He was made Postmaster-General by Mr.
Jefferson in 1801, and held the office till 1814,
when he removed to Canandaigua, N. Y.
His son, Hon. Francis' Granger, was also
Postmaster-General, appointed by President
Harrison in 1841.
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29. Wrote a letter to Dr. Carrington, of Danbury. Rode to New Marl-

borough. Tarried with Mr. Turner.
thunder.

My brother set off for Hartford with my sister in a carriage.

At night a shower and very hard
She

is quite feeble, and rides, hoping a benefit.

30. Rode to Becket.

Very warm. Wrote.

O for a suitable preparation

for the holy Sabbath approaching. On the moming of the 27th there was

some frost.

31. The meeting-house pretty hard to speak in.

fine singets.

Juwm,

1. Read Hume.

Very tired. This family

A very valuable history. At evening my cousin Sam

P. and a Mr. Leonard,’ a candidate, came here and tarried.

2. Wrate.

Lord St. Vincent has said to the English House of Lords that

the late naval victory at Copenhagen is the greatest ever achieved by the

British navy. Rode to Washington.

The ministers all strangers to me.

3. Afternoon rode to Stockbridge. Tarried at Dr. West’s.}

Attended an association; preached.

He was

gone. Mrs. W. quite feeble; appears to be declining with age.
4. The Democrats in this State are much chagrined at the result of their

election.

Gov. Clinton* is said to be chosen in New York by a considerable

majority. Dined with Mr. Woodbridge. Rode to Becket in company with

my cousin Sam P. Rainy.
5. Read Hume,

6. Began a sermon on 1 Sam. xv: 22,

apprehensive of a frost tonight.

Quite rainy. At evening walked out.

Read Bible. Quite cool. Very

7. There was a little frost this morning, but it is hoped vegetation is not

injured. Quite cool.
8. Read Hume.
9. Read the Bible.

to be the great rage of the day.

made by Connecticut people.

Full meeting. People very attentive.

Rode out and visited. At night some rain.

Worked a little on the road. Turnpike roads® seem
In the State of New York they are generally

10. Wrote considerably. Afternoon warm. My salt-rheum troublesome.

1. Rode down to Bethlehem and preached at a funeral.

Wrote.

12. Finished my sermon on 1 Sam. xv: 22.

fine shower.

Read Hume.

Afternoon worked some, A

13. Finished reading Hume’s History. May I be enabled to receive in-

' Samuel Prince Robbins, and probably
Rev. Joshua Leonard, who had been settled
at Ellington, 1791-1798. Mr. Leonard was a
graduate of Brown University in 1788, and
teceived the degree of A.M. from Yale in
1792,

* This is Washington, Berkshire County,

Mass,, where Rev. W. G. Ballantine was
pastor, 1774-1820.

3 Dr. Stephen West, his theological teacher.

4 De Witt Clinton, LL. D.

S Even the turnpike roads of that day
stopped far short of what would now be
called a really good road.
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My cousin S. P. R. came here to

14. Felt a great weakness at my lungs; but just able to preach. The
people here are very anxious to have my cousin settle with them.

15. Rainy. My cousin S. P. came from Becket.

Read several pamphlets.

16. Quite showery. Rode to Sandisfield ;* attended an association.

17. Mr. Lee,® of Colebrook, preached at the association.

Afternoon rode

to New Marlborough and preached a private lecture. Tarried with Mr.

Turner.
18. Rode home.

Quite warm. At evening my father returned from the

General Association at Litchfield. He is appointed a commissioner* to go to
the General Assembly at Philadelphia next May.

19. Worked some.
week.

20. Very warm. Rode to Becket.

21.

There has been an unusual quantity of thunder this

Quite tired.
People here appear attentive, but I think quite stupid.

I am greatly

affected with insensibility in things of infinite importance.
22. Began to read Smollett’s® continuation of Hume’s History. Something

unwell. Had company.
23. Wrote.

Afternoon rode out and attended a funeral of a young child.

Very warm. On the 2oth wrote to Mr. Whittlesey, of Danbury.

24. Wrote extracts from Hume.
water. At night hard showers.
25. Assisted in hiving bees.

Considerably unwell.

Went into the

Cooler than in days past. Rode out and

visited. This society appears prospering.

26. Read the Bible.
Strafford.”

27.

Began a sermon on Dan. ii: 20, 21.

Wrote a plan for a tragedy on the fate of Lord
Hope to be enabled, some future time, to execute it.

My cousin Sam P. here. Wrote

some verses to be sung July 4th. Read Smollett.
28. Quite warm. Preached pretty long. Read in Whitefield’s Z#2.*

! Blandford, Mass., then in Hampshire
County, and now in Hampc_len. His cousin
S. P. Robbins was supplying there, and this
was an exchange of pulpits. Blandford at its
northwest corner touches Becket. It is a
ride of seven or eight miles from one to the
other in a land of hills. :

® Sandisfield a town in Berkshire County,
Mass., touches the Connecticut line, lying
next east to New Marlborough. The min-
ister at Sandisfield at that time was Rev.
Levi White, graduated at Dartmouth, 1796,
and pastor at Sandisfield, 1798 -1832.

3 Rev. Chauncey Lee, of Colebrook, Ct.,
pastor there 1800-1828, graduated at Yale,
1784.

4 We now call 2 man so appointed a dele-
gate.

S The word stupid, so often used by Mr.

Robbins in this connection, does not mean
mental stupidity, but moral indifference.

6 Tobias Smollett, better known as a
writer of doubtful novels, wrote that part of
the sequel to Hume's History of England,
reaching from 1688 to the death of George
1L

7 The favor which his drama of Columbus
received inspired him to attempt bolder things
in this line. Thomas Wentworth, Earl of
Strafford, the servant of Charles I, came to
the block in 1641, eight years before his
royal master.

® Memoirs of the Life and Character of
George Whitefield, by J. Gillies, D. D., first
published in London in 1772, and subsequent
editions published in 1791, 1811, etc. Mr.
Robbins had the edition probably published
in 1701,
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29. Rode to Lenox; made a visit at Mr. Goodwin’s.! Very hot.

30. Visited Mr. Shepard.

Juuy.

1. Rode to Becket. Quite overcome with the heat.
Read.

2. Wrote. Read Smollett.
child.

3- Read Smollett. Not so good a history as Hume’s.*

visited.

4. The heat this week has been very great.
Finished my sermon on Dan. ii: 20, 21.

of the Independence anniversary.®
Democrats.

5. Quite cool.
in the church here.

Full meeting. People quite attentive.

Rode to Stockbridge. Dined at Dr. West's.
Rode to Lee. Tarried with Mr. Hyde.*

Had company.

Afternoon attended a funeral of an infant

Rode out and

Last night a great alteration.
Afternoon preached on the occasion

This town very little infested with

Some difficulties

6. Rode with my cousin S. P. to Lee and to New Marlborough, and
tarried. Mr. Turner seems to make much improvement in divinity knowledge.

7. Rode home.
attended the concert of prayer.
8. Worked some in haying.

Quite warm. My cousin J. Gould® here. Afternoon

The people in this town had a splendid
celebration of Independence on the 6th.

9. My sister and cousin’ set out on a journey to Boston and Plymouth.

Wrote to my Uncle Lemuel Le Baron.
10. Worked considerably.

Very warm.
Read Flowers of History.

11. The heat seems about as great as last week. My father went to

Becket.®

On the 7th received a letter from New Hartford, a settlement in

Whitestown,® requesting me to go there to preach.

12. Preached. Quite warm. At evening attended a conference.

Very

happy effects here of the religious revival.

13. Worked some. Rainy.

My father returned, much pleased with

Becket. Finished reading Flowers of Ancient History.
14. A degree of gloom seems to have been cast over the celebrations of the

4th.” Worked considerably.

! Frequent references have been made to
the Goodwins, of Lenox, and their relation-
ship to Mrs. Robbins.

2 Rev. Samuel Shepard, D. D., graduated
at Yale, 1793, pastor at Lenox, 1795-1846.
A native of Chatham, Ct.

3Rev. Alvan Hyde, D.D., a native of
Franklin, Ct., graduated at Dartmouth, 1788,
pastor at Lee, Mass., 1792-1833.

* The intellect of Hume was very clear and
strong, but as a Aistorical writer he is partisan
and not to be greatly praised.

5 The 4th of July that year fell on Satur-

day, and Mr. Robbins preached on the sub-
ject, a way of celebrating the day that has
now passed out of use. From an entry be-
low [July 8th] the general celebration in the
town was on Monday the 6th.

¢ From Manchester, Vt.

7 His sister Sarah and Samuel Prince
Robbins.

% The father and son again exchange pul-
pits.

9 In Oneida County, New York.

1o Because of the election of Mr. Jefferson
probably.
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15. On the 13th received a letter from my sister at Hartford on her way
to Boston. Wrote to Mr. J. B. Fisk,' New York. Wrote to Mr. B. Merrill,
New Hartford, Whitestown. Yesterday sold my horse for fifty dollars, which
I have rode since I have been a preacher.® Finished reading Flowers of Mod-
ern History. Rode to Winchester, made Mr. Bassett a visit. Rode home,
attended a conference.

16. Read St. Pierre’s Studies of Nature* People beginning to harvest. It
is thought that crops of grass and grain were never known to be so good. O
that we may acknowledge the Author of all mercies.

17. Worked some. Weather much cooler than it has been.
Pierre.

18. Rode to Becket. People in the midst of haying. Read Smollett.

19. Rainy. Thin meeting. People here much pleased with my father’s
preaching.*

20. Had company. Was requested to let my sermon preached on the 4th
be published. Read Smollet.

21. Steady lowery weather.
of Middlefield.

22. Very rainy all day. A great blessing, as the ground was very dry.
Read Smollet. Wrote.

23. Quite warm. Read the Bible. Afternoon rode to Middlefield and
preached a lecture for Mr. Nash. At evening a full and serious conference.
There are really some appearances of a divine work here. Will God carry it

Read St.

Wrote. Received a letter from Mr. Nash}?

on for his name’s sake ?
24. Returned. Read Smollet.

There is an account that the President

has invited T. Paine in France to return to this country.*

Read the Bible. Wrote.

25.
shower.

27. Very cool for the season.

Went into the water.
O for a suitable preparation for the holy Sabbath.
26. People here appear very stupid.

There appears a fair prospect that the

At evening a hard

French will be driven out of Egypt,” which has now become the theater of war.

28. Read Smollet. Wrote.

! Mr. John Boyle Fisk, graduate of Dart-
mouth, 1798. He was born in Framingham,
Mass., 1778, was a lawyer in New York, and
died in 180g, at the age of twenty-seven.

* This was the horse which his father gave
him, and which he had used since he went to
Marlborough, Ct., in November, 1798,

3 St. Pierre Jacques Bernardin Henri De,
author of Pas/ and Virginia. His Etudes de la
Nature appeared in 1784. He was a writer
of the most refined tastes. His Paw/ et
Virginia has been translated into almost all
the European languages.

4 He exchanged, it will be remembered,
with his father the Sabbath before.

Visited some Methodists.

3 Rev. Jonathan Nash, a graduate of Dart-
mouth, 1789, pastor at Middlefield, 1792-1832.
Middlefield was in Hampshire County, but
adjoining Berkshire, and was about five or
six miles from Becket.

¢ Thomas Paine returned to this country
the year after in July, 1802, and died here in
1809. In 1801 Jefferson gave him permis-
sion to come over in one of our public ves-
sels, but he did not come at that time.

7 By the battle of Aboukir, fought March
8, 1801, followed by the battle of Alexandria,
March 21, 1801, the French were compelled
to leave Egypt. The British expedition was
in charge of General Sir Ralph Abercromby.
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I think I never

Saw the remonstrance of New Haven® merchants to the President, and

saw better. Tarried with Mr. Woodbridge."*
30.
his answer. He seems to feel power.

for Mr. Shepard.

Rode to Lenox. Preached a lecture

31. Rode to Becket, six miles through a forest.® Warm. Worked some.

AUGUST.

1. Read. Worked some.

Afternoon hard showers.

Had company.

Thought best to refuse to have my sermon on the 4th of July printed.

2. Quite cool for the season.
meeting. Read the Bible.

People here appear anxious to attend

3. Rode out and visited. On the 1st wrote a piece for publication, and

wrote to Mr. Woodbridge, of Stockbridge.
Wrote to Mr. Marcy,* preaching at Loudon.*

some places.
the fate of Lord Strafford.®

In the morning a little frost in
Began a play on

4. Read Smollett. Rode out. Accounts from various parts of the coun-
try agree with the appearances in this quarter that the harvest is better than

has been known for many years.

5. Read in Heylin’s old Gesgraphy.” Very instructive.

Visited.

6. Mr. Marcy, preaching at Loudon, preached a sacramental lecture for
me. There appears to be some more than ordinary seriousness in town.

7. Read Smollet.

Visited a school.

A hard shower.

8. Rode to Middlefield to exchange with Mr. Nash.® Quite warm.

9. There appears to be a real work of God in this place.

very full and serious conference.

At evening a

10. The forenoon very rainy. Eat succotash. Returned. The committee

came to see me.

! Gen. Jonathan Woodbridge probably.

* Just as soon as it was known that Mr.
Jefferson was chosen President, John Adams,
his predecessor, appointed Elizur Goodrich,
collector of the port of New Haven, as if to
pre-occupy that office with a strong Federal-
ist. President Jefferson treated this appoint-
ment, made after his own election, as a nullity,
and appointed Judge Samuel Bishop col-
lector. The New Haven merchants sent a
remonstance, which Mr. Jefferson answered,
but did not heed their request. The relig-
ious people of New England were unjustly
bitter against Mr. Jefferson.

3 Lenox was twelve or fifteen miles from
Becket. He means that six miles of the way
was through forest.

4 Bradford Marcy, probably, who received
the degree of A.M. from Brown University,
in 1798,

O for direction in duty.

It rather appears the society unani-

$ In that part of Berkshire County where
Mr. Robbins was, there were yet large tracts
of country almost new and wild. One of
them was called the Tyringham Equivalent.
This place received the name of Loudon, and
was expected ultimately to grow into a town
of that name. But it fell far short of the
needful growth, and is now a part of the
town of Otis. This was where Mr. Marcy
was then preaching.

¢ We have had a previous intimation that
he was thinking of this piece of English his-
tory as the foundation for a drama.

7 Peter Heylin, D. D, an extensive author,
was bomm in 1600, and died in 1662. His
Cosmography in Four Books, of which several
editions were published, is the work here
intended.

® Rev. Jonathan Nash, before mentioned,
pastor at Middlefield.
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mously wish to have me settle here.! My principal real reason, I think, is I
cannot feel that I can be contented to live here. I think that is considerable.
And I don’t wish to settle anywhere.

11. I am this day twenty-four years old. God in mercy has added to my
life another year. Bless the Lord, O my soul. ‘

12. My brother James returned home from colege about three weeks since
very poor. He had many symptoms of a consumption and was believed by
many to have one seated. But in the great mercy of God, he is now recover-
ing, and we hope his health will be restored.® Finished reading Beautics of St.
Pierre?  The public mind seems to be in a great ferment respecting the con-

duct of the President.

13. Read. Afternoon rode to Colebrook with my brother James, and

made my brother Ammi a visit.*

14. My brother has a good situation here. Returned. Wrote a piece for

publication. Warm.

15. Find difficulty in buying a horse. Rode to Becket.

16. Rainy. Read the Bible.
the church.

17. Read. Rode out.

18. Finished reading Smollet.
company.

Propounded three persons for members of
I hope there is some seriousness in town.

A piece I wrote on the 1st inst. is printed.
Began Cormick’s Confinuation®

Had

19. Very warm. Rode to Chester and preached a lecture.* Thought to
be the hottest day we have had this summer.
20. Returmed. Mrs. Higley” very sick. Taken on the 18th with raising

very large quantities of blood.
21.
to be sinking fast.

We do not expect Mrs. Higley can live but a little while.
Preached a private lecture. Very hot.

She appears

22. Read Cormick. Rainy. Had company.

23. Mrs. H. appears a little better.

serious.
24. Rode home.

People at meeting appear to be very

My cousin Sam P. and my sister returned from Ply-

mouth last Saturday. My brother James hopefully regaining his health.

! Mr. Robbins’s opportunities to settle,
considering his age, had been numerous.
This came partly from the satistaction which
he gave as a preacher, and partly from a real
scarcity of ministers at that time.

? James W. Robbins had not yet com-
pleted his college course. He was in his
junior year, and was nineteen years old. He
lived not only to graduate, but to be a very
useful and noble man, and died at the age of
sixty-five.

3 This was a work composed of extracts
from the writings of St. Pierre Jacques Ber-
nardin Henri De, who has been already men-
tioned. He was born in Havre, France, 1737,
and died in 1814.

4 His brother Ammi R. had, it scems, re-
moved from Canaan, Ct., to Colebrook, Ct.

$ C. M. Cormick wrote the continuation
of Hume’s History of England from the death
of George II, 1760, to the peace at the con-
clusion of the American War in 1783.

¢ The first minister of Chester was Rev.
Aaron Bascom, who was graduated at Har-
vard in 1768. The date of his settlement is
not given, but he is supposed to have con-
tinued his labors there till about the time of
his death, which occurred in 1814.

7 Wife of the man with whom he was
boarding at Becket. She died not long after,
but was not so near her end as was then sup-
posed.
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Rode
Excellent.

26. Rode to Becket. Find great difficulty in buying a horse.® Quite cool

for the season.

27. The committee of this society came to see me.
unanimously requested me to preach with them on probation.
that I ever found greater difficulty in knowing what to do.

The society have
I don’t know
O for direction.

I cannot think of settling here, for many reasons; and I hope it is not incon-

sistent with duty to refuse.
28. Read Cormick.

Preached a private lecture. Very full.

People

appear to have great anxiety about my continuing here.

29. On the 27th received seventy-five dollars* from this society. Wrote
to Dr. West, Stockbridge. Rode out and visited.

30. Very full meeting. Quite tired. At evening had company. Read the

Bible.

31. Quite rainy. Read Cormick. It seems very difficult for me to leave

this people.®

SErTeMmxR.

1. Left Becket. Rode to Tyringham.* Bought a horse of Mr. Avery.
Paid thirty dollars and gave a note for thirty-five, payable next January. The
horse is six years old. May I find him useful and serviceable. Very warm.
Rode home. My father and brother J. gone to Williams Commencement.*

2. My brother was offered seventy dollars for my horse. Fixing for my
journey. The heat increases. Mr. May,” a candidate, lodged with us.

! Joseph Battell, who was ere long to be
united in marriage with Sarah Robbins.

* This oration before the Society of the
Cincinnati at New Haven was given by
Theodore Dwight, a younger brother of Pres-
ident Dwight. He was a lawyer and public
writer, then residing at Hartford. He was
secretary of the Hartford Convention, and
wrote its history. In 18i7 he established
and edited the New York Dasdy Advertiser.
In this address before the Society of the Cin-
cinnati he said some cruel and unjust things
against President Jefferson.

3 The horse he has had for about three
years begins to fail.

4 He began to preach at Becket on the 2d
Sabbath of May previous, and the seventy-
five dollars seems to have been the pay for
fifteen Sabbaths at the old price of five dol-
lars 2 Sabbath.

S It does not appear that it was wordly
ambition which kept Mr. Robbins from stay-

ing at Becket, for he was ready, as we shall
see, to give himself to home missionary ser-
vice, where all the conditions of life would be
much harder. It troubled him to receive
these calls, because he was of a kind and
gentle spirit, and did not wish to disappoint
and discourage others.

¢ About five miles from Becket.

7 Rev. Joseph Avery, pastor at Tyringham,
1789-1808.

* The Commencement at Williams was
on the first Wednesday of September. As
the month began that year on Tuesday, it
brought the Commencements both at Will-
iams and Yale earlier than usual.

9 It is always comfortable to be offered
more for anything than it cost you, even
though you have no desire to sell.

1o Rev. Hezekiah May, son of Rev. Eleazar
May, and graduated at Yale in 1793. He
was a home missionary in New York and
Pennsylvania.
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3. Very hot and sultry. Afternoon set out for New Haven.! Rode to
Litchfield, South Farms,* and tarried with Mr. Chase.®

4. Rode through Bethlehem, Woodbury, etc., to New Haven, and arrived
at East Haven, 8 o'clock, P. M. The heat excessive. Very tired. Tarried
at a tavern.

5. Agreed with Mr. Moulthrop* to take my portrait. Rode to New
Haven; assisted at the public examination at college. Returned.*

6. Preached for Mr. Street.* This is a small and very flourishing town,
with an elegant stone meeting-house. At evening attended the wedding of
one of Mr. Street’s sons.

7. Rode to Branford. Dined with a military company. Almost over-
come with the heat. Returned to East Haven.

8. Sat for Mr. Moulthrop to take my likeness. At evening rode to New
Haven. Attended the speaking of the undergraduates. Unable to sleep on
account of the heat.

9. Attended Commencement. The thermometer was at ninety-four de-
grees. A shower between the exercises. The exercises pretty good, and
very short. Very few ministers present. At evening Mr. Benedict, of
Woodbury, preached the Conco ad Clerum.

10. Made a motion in the P. B. K. Society to expel Mr. Bishop,” and
failed. Rode to East Haven. Sat all the afternoon for my likeness.

11. We have this moming a different air. From the beginning of the
month till this morning I think the weather has been as warm as I ever knew
at any season. Left East Haven, rode to Torringford. The corporation of

! He was going to Commencement at
Yale, but started the week before.

* Now the town of Morris.

3 Rev. Amos Chase, born in Sutton, Mass.,
1757, graduated at Dartmouth College, 1780,
pastor at Litchfield, South Farms, 1787-1814.

4 Reuben Moulthrop, born in East Haven,
March, 1763, and died there July 29, 1814.
His grandson, Mr. William Moulthrop, cash-
ier of the First National Bank in New Haven,
says of him: “ He was quite an artist for
those days, but I think worked more on wax
than on canvas. . . One of his sons was also
an artist in the same line, having made many
of the wax figures in Barnum’s Museum, and
other exhibitions.”

The following is an interesting note pre-
pared by a cousin of Mr. William Moul
throp, which brings his grandfather as an
artist very distinctly and honorably into view :

“In October, 1865, there were at Lino-
nian Hall, New Haven, Ct., many portraits
of former officers of Yale College. Conspic-

uous among them was a portrait of old Pres.
Stiles, painted more than sixty years before
by my grandfather, Reuben Moulthrop. The
catalogue stated it as *the work of Reuben
Moulthrop, once an artist of note, and honor-
able citizen of New Haven.’ I presume that
the portrait above referred to still remains in
Linonian Hall.
“ Respectfully,
“MARY L. MOULTHROP.”

$ That is, returned to East Haven.

¢ Rev. Nicholas Street, graduated at Yale,
1751, pastor at East Haven, 1755-1806.

7 This was the Democratic orator who
gave such offence in his two hours’ address
the previous year.

* We write this note on the morning of
the r1th of September, 1884, and the descrip-
tion of the weather given in the diary for the
first ten days of September, 1801, would an-
swer well for the same period the present
year. Almost every year the early days of
September are hot.
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.
Yale College have chosen Mr. Jeremiah Day® Professor of Mathematics and
Philosophy, and my classmate Davis,® Professor of Divinity ; and E. Goodrich,
Esq.,” Professor of Law.

12. Rode home. My father quite sick. He got ready to go a journey to
Paris, with my mamma and brother J. They designed to set out on the roth,
and got the carriage tackled. He was seized suddenly with a violent inflam-
matory disorder. I think I have never seen him more sick. Quite tired.

13. Preached. My father scarcely able to sit up any. At evening
attended a conference. Quite full.

14. Wrote to Dea. Munson, of Milton.
Rode out and attended a funeral. Put my horse in a collar, which was the
first time. Put him in a carriage ; he goes well. Cousin Sam P. came here.

15. We hope my father is getting better. Quite rainy. Traded some.

16. Wrote to my sister Betsey. Rode out with my father in a carriage.
He is very weak. The Democrats in the State making great exertions for
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Mr. Davis * called and dined here.

Freeman’s Meeting.
17. Warm. Wrote.
18. Rode out.

company.

19. Quite warm. Read. Worked some.

20. Meeting-house very full.

Read. Worked, fixing my saddle.
Read Cormick. My father has a great deal of traveling

My father still quite low.

Afternoon my father attended. We hope he

is gaining. At evening attended a conference.

21. Remarkably warm for the season.
On the 17th Mr. Watson,® of New York, and his son,
Attended Freeman’s Meeting. People

warmer than August.
spent the afternoon at my father’s,
in this town remarkably united.

22. Very warm. Preparing for my journey.
Visited a school.
His disorder now appears to be a rheumatism.

23. Set out for a long journey. I know not whither I shall go.
God to direct me for his mercy's sake.

and sister to dine.
pain.

This month has hitherto been

Invited out with my mamma
My father had a very severe turn of

I pray
Rode through Colebrook, Winchester,

Barkhampstead, New Hartford, Simsbury, and Farmington, to Hartford.

Tarried at Mr. Strong’s.*
fifty-nine dollars and thirty cents.

! Afterwards President of the College,
1817-1846. As Tutor, Professor, and Presi-
dent he was connected with the management
and instruction of the college forty-eight years.
He died twenty-one years later in 1867, at
the age of ninety-four, after a life eminent for
its wisdom and goodness.

* Henry Davis, D. D, graduated at Yale,
1796, did not accept his appointment as Pro-
fessor of Divinity at Yale. He continued in
his office of tutor two years longer, and was
afterwards Professor at Union College, Presi-
dent at Middlebury College, Vt., 1809~1817,

Passed four turnpike gates.

Left home with cash

Expenses today thirty-seven cents.’

President at Hamiltoh College, N. Y., 1817~
1832. Ile died in 1852.

3 Elizur Goodrich, LL. D., graduated at
Yale, 1779. Professor of Law 18or-1810,
and for many years secretary of the corpora-
tion. ITe died 1849.

4 His classmate Henry Davis, just noticed.

$ James Watson, whose name has grown
familiar.

¢ Dr. Nathan Strong.

7 The figures that follow from time to
time have the same object as this entry, viz.,
to give the daily expenses.
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24. Hartford increases much in good buildings. The river very low now,

seventy rods wide. Rode through East Hartford, Bolton, Coventry, and

Mansfield, to Windham,' thirty miles. Tarried at a tavern. Cooler. go.

25. Rode through Canterbury, Plainfield, Sterling, Ct.,, Coventry, Scitu-
ate, Boston, Johnstone, R. I., tarried three miles short of Providence at a
tavern. Very poor accommodations. Passed three turnpikes. From Nor-
folk to Providence is a turnpike road, except ten miles in East Hartford. The
academy at Plainfield” very flourishing; seventy students. Crops very good.
1.06.

26. Rode through Providence (Rehoboth), Barrington, Warren, to Bristol.
Arrived at Gov. Bradford’s® about noon. Very kindly received. 20. Have
had a very prosperous journey. Afternoon rainy. Called on Pres. Maxey*
at Providence. That college flourishing; one hundred and fifteen students.
One Professor of Mathematics, etc., Mr. Messer.® Funds very small, not
exceeding five hundred dollars annually, without tuition.® Apparatus pretty
good. Library two thousand volumes. The Baptist and Presbyterian meet-
ing-houses in this town eighty by eighty, and eighty by seventy, and the best
in New England. The Baptist house and the college cost twenty thousand

dollars each. A toll bridge at Providence, one hundred rods.

ren, thirty rods. 87.
27. Preached for Mr. Wight.’

Hope exceeds description.

Large house and full meeting.
this the pleasantest town I have ever seen.

One at War-

I think
Gov. Bradford’s situation on Mt,

28. The principal produce here corn and barley. This town does very

much in navigation.
visited a cousin there and returned.

Read Fairbanks’s trial.

Afternoon rode to Warren,

29. Walked out on Mount Hope, the seat of the Indian King Philip. The
pleasantest situation I ever saw. Dined at Capt. D’'Wolf’s on a West India

turtle.

The richest entertainment I have ever been at. Rode with a cousin

on the peninsula, which for pleasantness of situation exceeds anything I had

ever imagined. 13.

30. My friends here treat me with the greatest kindness and attention.

Preached a sacramental lecture.

! The road here indicated passes through
the Bolton Notch and North Coventry, a
very familiar and much traveled road before
the age of railroads.

2 The Plainfield Academy was incorpo-
rated in the year 1783.

3 See note under date Oct. 4, 1799

4 Jonathan Maxey, D. D., born at Attle-
borough, Mass., Sept. 2, 1768, graduated at
Brown University, 1787, President of Brown
University, 1792-1802, President of Union
College, N. Y., 1802-1804, President of the

An academy here very flourishing. Mr.

College of South Carolina, 18051820, when
he died.

S Asa Messer, D. D., LL. D., Professor of
Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, 1799~
1802, President, 1802-1826, when he resigned.
He was born in Methuen, Mass., 1769, gradu-
ated at Brown University, 1790, and died
1836.

¢ That is, aside from tuition.

7 Henry Wight, D. D., pastor at Bristol,
R. I, 1785~-1828. A graduate of Harvard
College, 1753.
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Alden," the preceptor, gave me two spelling-books® he has lately published.
Little English grain raised in this State. The season very dry. Crops of
corn very good.

Ocronzr.

1. Left Bristol. Crossed Bristol ferry, a mile wide, in a sail-boat to
Rhode Island. Rode through Portsmouth and Middletown to Newport.
This island very fertile, and in a very high state of cultivation. This town
appears rather poor. Many decaying buildings ; some erecting. A very long
and valuable wharf barely completed. A very handsome State House. Here
and at Providence a very valuable three-story brick market. Preached a
sacramental lecture for Mr. Patten.® Tarried with Dr. Hopkins,* eighty years
old last month. His mental powers pretty good, but his speech much in-
jured by a paralytic shock. From Bristol here fourteen miles. 17.

2. Rode from Newport through thirteen towns on the island, crossed
Howland's ferry, one half mile in a sail-boat to Tiverton; rode on through
Westport (Mass.), Dartmouth, New Bedford, Fairhaven, to Rochester. Re-
ceived by my friends with great kindness. Thirty-five miles. Almost all the
streams are dry. From Howland’s ferry to New Bedford exceeding stony and
barren land. A toll-bridge connects New Bedford and Fairhaven, two flour-
ishing, commercial towns, nearly a mile long. Very fine fields of cormn. 1.03.

3. Wrote. Afternoon rainy. My Uncle Le Baron’ building a brig.
Have not had occasion in my whole journey to put on my great coat. Have
been wonderfully prospered. '

4. Preached. Attended the holy sacrament.
Quite cool.

O for more ardor of love,

5. Walked out. Afternoon left Rochester. Rode to Wareham. Tarried
with Mr. Everett.® Weather very dry.
6. Afternoon preached for Mr. Everett at the concert of prayer. Rode to

Plymouth, fifteen miles. Found friends well, though several have died since
I was here. The family of my dear uncle? are dispersed.

7. Quite a sickly time in town. More or less deaths daily; dysentery.
Saw salt-works, to make salt by evaporation. The society of my uncle have

separated, and a part have built a very good new meeting-house.

! Abner Alden, 2 descendant of John Al-
den, born 1764, graduated at Brown Univer-
sity, 1787 ; an eminent teacher.

*Mr. Alden had some reputation in his
day as the author of school books.

3 Rev. William Patten, D.D., a graduate
of Dartmouth, 1780, pastor of the Second
Congregational Church, at Newport, R. I,
1786-1833. A native of I{alifax, Mass. Dr.
Patten succeeded Dr. Ezra Stiles, who left
Newport in 1777, to take the Presidency of
Yale College.

The church

4 The famous Samuel Hopkins, D. D.,
father of the Ilopkinsian scheme. He was
born in Waterbury, Ct., 1721, graduated at
Yale, 1741, pastor of the First Congrega-
tional Church in Newport, 1769-1803, when
he died at the age of eighty-two. He was
the hero of Mrs. Stowe's volume, 7he Min-
ister’s Wooing.

$ See note Oct. 20, 1799.

6 See note Oct. 23, 1799.

7 Rev. Chandler Robbins, D. D., who died,
as before stated, June 30, 1799.
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is lately divided, twenty-two males in the old, and eighteen in the new. My
cousin Chandler Robbins® a little while in town. Saw him a few minutes.

8. Quite cool. Walked out and viewed the new meeting-house. Read
Belisarius® Visited Mr. Kendall.® 63.

9. A hard frost. There was very little in September.
here very extensive. Dined at Aunt Hammatt’s.

10. In Rhode Island there are five printing-presses. Three of the papers
Federal, two not. Visited. The English and Turks have taken Cairo.® 37.

11. Forenoon heard Mr. Kendall. Afternoon preached for him. At even-
ing preached a lecture in the new meeting-house. Mr. A. Judson there at

Fishing business

present. Quite warm.

12. Left Plymouth. Rode through Kingston and Halifax to Bridgewater,

seventeen miles.

At Kingston called and saw Mr. Cobb,® born March 22d,

O. S.,, 1694. Tarried at Mr. Russell’s, the husband of my cousin Martha

Le Baron.”

13. Rode through Bridgewater, North Parish, called on Mr. Porter,® through
Randolph, Braintree, Quincy, to Milton. 22. Very kindly received at E. H.
Robbins’s.? At Quincy called and saw President Adams. Conversed with Mr.

R. about our family ancestors.
14. Rainy. Tarried all day.
great information.

Read Mather’s Magnalia. Mr. R. a man of
Wrote to my father.

Great crops of corn gathered in

heaps near the houses for husking. Farmers here generally use ox wagons

instead of carts,

15. Rode from Milton through Dorchester, Roxbury, and Boston, to
Charlestown. 8. Put up at a tavern. The man’s name Thomas Robbins.

1 Oldest child of Dr. Chandler Robbins,
born Aug. 19, 1762, graduated at Harvard
College, 1782, Judge of Probate at Hallo-

* %7 7 " ’n Boston, 1834.

f Belisarius, born in the sixth
oic soldier in the reign of the
ian, is narrated at length by
rty-first chapter of his Decline
Yomarn Empire. This story has

in a half fictitious and half
by many writers. Who was
1e work read by Mr. Robbins

ct. 12, 1799
¢ Baron, sister of Mr. Rob-

married Abraham Hammatt.
ron was eight years younger
who married Rev. Mr. Rob-

n by the united forces of the
rks, June 27, 1801, when five
h troops capitulated.

remarkable case of longevity
was that of Ebenezer Cobb.

On the first of April, 1794, he completed his
hundreth year, and continued to live until
December, 1801, when in his one hundred
and eighth year. Being born in 1694, he
lived in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and
nineteenth centuries.” — Sketchk of the Onme
Hundred and Fifticth Annsversary of the Town
of Kingston, Mass.

7 Martha Le Baron was daughter of his
Uncle Isaac. She married Nathaniel Rus-
sell, and they were living at Kingston.

® Rev. John Porter, who had then been
pastor at North Bridgewater sixty-one years,
having been settled in 1740. He died the
following year at the age of eighty-seven.

9 Son of Rev. Nathaniel Robbins who
was pastor at Milton, 1750-1795. This Na-
thaniel was born 1726, and graduated at Har-
vard, 1747. This son, Edward H. Robbins,
was Lieut.-Governor of Massachusetts, and
for many years Judge of Probate in Norfolk
County. He was graduated at Harvard in
1775 A daughter of his married Judge
Joseph Lyman, of Northarnpton.
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He and I are second cousins. Walked to Boston, about the town. The State
House is the best building I ever saw; cost one hundred and thirty-five thou-
sand dollars.' The poor-house an excellent brick building, four stories high,
one hundred and seventy feet long. The town very flourishing. Walked
back to Charlestown. Consulted the town records for my ancestors; got
some information. Kindly entertained by Dr. Morse. 33.

16. Yesterday looked over the things which belonged to my cousin R.
Gould.® Sold a book for twenty-five cents. Took two pair of cotton hose.
Got some acquainted with President Smith,® of New Jersey. Rode to Boston.
Paid four dollars for cleaning my watch. Rode to Cambridge, to Little Cam-
bridge, and Newton, Watertown, to Lexington. 14. Inquiring for the his-
tory of my family® Tarried with Mr. Thomas Robbins,*a cousin of my
father. 33.

17. By some means which I cannot conceive, I have lost a five dollar
bank-bill since I was at Plymouth. Viewed the monument, and the place
where the battle was fought April 1g9th, 1775. Got considerable information
respecting our family from Mr. Robbins. Rode to Cambridge, called on
Mr. Holmes,” thence to Charlestown, Malden, Lynn, Danvers, to Salem. 27.
Tarried with Mr. Hopkins.® 2.

18. Last night some rain. In the foremoon heard Mr. Hopkins.
noon preached for him, and in the evening a lecture. Full meeting.

19. Very cold for the season. Rode through Beverly, Wenham, Hamilton,
to Ipswich. Accidentally got acquainted with Dr. Dana, my father's class-
mate. Dined with him. Rode on through Rowley and Newbury to Newbury-
port. 24. 8a.

20. Rode through Newbury, Salisbury, Saybrook,® N. H., Hampton
Falls, Hampton, Northampton, Greenland, to Portsmouth. Got acquainted
with Rev. Mr. Alden;™ dined with him. Got acquainted with Rev. Mr.

After-

Buckminster,” who showed me the town.

! The old State House at the head of
State Street having been outgrown, in 1795,
the work of building the present house be-
gan. Mr. Robbins saw it without its later
extensions, but tbe architecture of the coun-
try then was in a plain and simple state, and
very naturally the building met his eye as a
very imposing structure.

2 Son of William and Rebekah H. (Rob-
bins) Gould, of Manchester, Vt.

3 Samuel Stanhope Smith, D. D., Presi-
dent of the Callege of New Jersey, 1794-1812.
He died seven years later at the age of sixty-
nine.

¢ Little Cambridge was afterwards Brigh-
ton, and at the present time is a part of the
city of Boston.

$ The printed materials for the construc-

tion of his genealogical history were very

Last night tarried with Mr.

meager then as compared with the present
time.

¢ Thomas Robbins, of Charlestown, the
keeper of the hotel, was born in 1723, and
the father of Thomas Robbins, the writer of
this diary, was born in 1740.

7 Dr. Abiel llolmes.

8 Daniel Hopkins, D. D., pative of Wa-
terbury, Ct., born 1734, graduated at Yale,
1753, pastor of South Church, Salem, 1778~
1814.

9 Seabrook.

1o Rev. Timothy Alden, born at Yarmouth,
Mass., Aug. 28, 1771, graduated at Harvard
College, 1794, pastor of Second Church, Ports-
mouth, N. H., 1799-1803.

" Joseph Buckminster, D. D,, born in Rut-
land, Mass., 1751, graduated at Yale, 1770,
pastor at Portsmouth, 1779~1812.
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Dana,’ of Newburyport, spent the evening with Rev. Mr. Carecy.® Left
Portsmouth, rode back to Greenland, thence to Stratham. 11. 1.15.

Tarried at a tavern.

21. Rode through Exeter, a flourishing town; one of its meeting-houses
and the academy are elegant buildings; Kingston, Plaistow, to Haverhill,
Mass. Haverhill a pleasant large town on the Merrimac. Rode through
Bradford, Andover, to Tewksbury. 37. There is an ecclesiastical society, a
part in Plaistow and a part in Haverhill. The meeting-house near the line of
the States. My horse a little lame. At Andover stopped a little while to see
an exhibition of their academic school.® Tarried at a tavern. Warm. 1.r10.

22. Rode through Chelmsford, Westford, Littleton, Harvard, Lancaster, to
Sterling. 36. Got my horse shod. His shoes have lasted since I left home.
2.00.

23. Rode through Boylston (rode out three miles) to Worcester. 13.
Dined with Rev. Mr. Austin.* Rode through Leicester, Spencer, to Brook-
field. 17. Tarried at a tavern.

24. Yesterday moming at Sterling; gave to old Mrs. Parker a quarter of
a dollar, as a small compensation for an o/¢ pewter plate which she gave me.
Rode through Western, Palmer, Ware, Belchertown, Amherst, Hadley, crossed
Connecticut River to Northampton. 35. The ferryman ferried me across
with a setting-pole. Tarried with Rev. Mr. Williams* 1.21.

25. Preached for Mr. Williams. I think the largest congregation® to
which I ever preached, except at New York. This quite a large and pleasant
town.

26. Last evening wrote to my cousin S. P. Robbins. Rode through Hat-
field, Whately, Deerfield, to Greenfield. 21. Tarried at a tavern. Hatfield
and Decerfield handsome old towns. Greenfield new and flourishing. The
season very dry universally. 1.46.

27. Rode through Bernardston, Guilford (Vt.), Brattleborough, Dum-
merston, Putney, Westminster, to Rockingham. 43. Morning very cool.

1.18. Tarried at a tavern. Not wearied with riding.
28. Connecticut River is said to be fordable in many places between

! Daniel Dana, D. D., born in Ipswich,
Mass., 1771, graduated at Dartmouth, 1788,
pastor of First Presbyterian Church, New-
buryport, 1794-1820, afterwards pastor of the
Second Presbyterian Church, in the same town.

2 Rev. Thomas Carey, born in Charles-
town, Mass., 1745, graduated at Harvard,
1761, pastor at Third Congregational Church,
Newburyport, 1768-1808.

3 Phillips Academy, founded in 1780.

4 Samuel Austin, D. D.,, born in New
Haven, Ct., 1760, graduated at Yale, 1784,
pastor of First Church, Worcester, Mass.,,
1790-1815; afterwards President of Vermont
University, 1815-1821.

§ Rev. Solomon Williams, pastor of the

First Church in Northampton, 1778-1834,
fifty-six years, was the son of Eliphalet Will-
iams, D.D., pastor at East Hartford, Ct.,
1748-1803, fifty-five years, who was the son
of Solomon Williams, D. D, pastor at Leba-
non, Ct., 1722-1776, fifty-four years, who was
the son of Rev. William Williams, pastor at
Hatfield, Mass., 1684-1741, fifty-seven years.
The united ministries of the father, son,
grandson, and great-grandson make up two
hundred and twenty-two years.

6 From the days of Rev. Solomon Stod-
dard and Jonathan Edwards down, for more
than a hundred years, that congregation was
very large for those times. The people went to
meeting and all worshiped in First Church.
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Vermont and New Hampshire. Crossed the bridge at Bellows Falls into
New Hampshire. Rode through Walpole, Charlestown, Claremont, Cornish,
crossed the bridge into Windsor, Vt. 28. Very kindly entertained at Mr.
Jacobs’s. 1.171.

29. Rode through Hartland, crossed Connecticut River in a ferry-boat at
the mouth of Waterqueechy River into Plainfield, through part of that and
Lebanon to Hanover. Kindly entertained at a Mr. Lang’s. 16.

30. Viewed the college. Dined with Prof. Smith' Museum, etc.
the bridge into Norwich. Rode through that to Thetford.
Mr. Burton.® Quite cold. o5.

31. Concluded to go no farther up the river, but to go and supply a desti-
tute people on the Sabbath. Having traveled on Connecticut River about
one hundred and twenty miles, and crossed it in my whole journey six times,
I now leave it. Rode through Fairlee, Vershire, and Corinth, to Washington.

Crossed

10. Tarried with

21. This quite a new town. Concluded to preach, Des Vol., on the morrow.

Noveuszr.

1. Preached in a log-house. A good number of hearers. A church has
been lately organized here. Within a few rods of where I preached there are
two springs, one of which runs to White River, and the other to Onion River.

Cold.

2. In the morning it snowed considerable.

Berlin, to Montpelier.

Rode through Orange, Barre,

Went down Onion River, through Middlesex, crossed

the river into Moretown, rode three miles, recrossed to Waterbury, Tarried

at a tavern.

3- In the morning considerable snow fell.

Rode through Bolton, Rich-

mond, to Jericho. Tarried with Mr. Kingsbury. Mr. Swift,® late of Benning-

ton, now a missionary, here.

At evening preached a lecture. Quite cold.

4. Crosssed Onion River to Williston, through that and Kingsburgh to

Charlotte.

Found some bad riding. Blessed be God who has brought me

here. Kindly entertained at Mr. Newell's.

5. Concluded to tarry here,* and preach a few Sabbaths.

troublesome.

! Prof. Nathan Smith, one of the notable
men of his generation. He was born in Re-
hoboth, Mass,, Sept. 30, 1762, but his parents
soon removed to Chester, Vt., where he was
brought up on a farm. At the age of twenty-
four he began the study of medicine. He
was the second graduate of the Harvard
Medical School in 1790. He was the pro-
jector and founder of the Medical School at
Dartmouth College. He was professor there
from 1798 to 1813. In the latter year he was
elected Professor of the Theory and Practice
of Physic and Surgery at Yale College. In
1821, he was the first teacher of medicine in
Bowdoin College. He died in New Haven,
Jan. 26, 1829,

® Dr. Asa Burton, author of the Zuste

My salt-rheum

Scheme in Theology. Born in Stonington,
Ct, Aug 25,1752. At the age of thirteen his
parents removed to Norwich, Vt. He was
graduated at Dartmouth, 1777, and was pas-
tor at Thetford, Vt, 1779-1836, though his
active labors in the ministry ceased 1829.

3 Job Swift, D, D., native of Sandwich,
Mass., graduate of Yale, 1765, pastor at Ben-
nington, 1786-1801.

4 The Congregational church at Charlotte,
Vt, was organized, Jan. 3, 1792, and Rev.
Daniel O. Gillet was ordained its first pastor,
who remained until 1799, and had a prosper-
ous and highly successful ministry. After
his departure there was no regular minister
until Rev. Truman Baldwin settled in 1807,
and continued till 1815,
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6. Last night quite rainy. Read. Began a letter to my father.

7. Wrote. Had company. Read in Dr. Hopkins’s System of Drvinity."
8. The people meet in a large school-house. Congregation considerably
large. Afternoon a Mr. Newell, from New Hampshire, preached for me.

9. Rode to Burlington to attend the trial of a woman indicted for murder-
ing a child. Tarried with Mr. Sanders.® A college is building here of brick,
one hundred and sixty feet long, forty-five feet wide, with a protuberance in
the middle both in the front and rear, of fifteen feet out, and forty wide.

There are to be twelve chimneys.®

10. Attended at the court. The Supreme Court and Bar appear rather

indifferently.

11. Gave the printer a piece for publication.

Rainy. At evening the

jury brought in their verdict, “ Not guilty,” though people generally appear

convinced that the child died through the mother’s means.

In the govern-

ment of this State there appears to be no energy at all.

12. Last night it snowed considerably.

13. Finished my letter to my father.
evening that he lately saw my father at New Lebanon Springs.*
about his health. Read Dr. Hopkins.

Rode back to Charlotte.
A man informed me on Tuesday
I feel anxious

14. Wrote to my brother James at Williamstown. My salt-rheum very

bad.

15. Cold. Full meeting. Quite tired. The Methodists something trouble-

some in town.’
16. Read Dr. Hopkins.
Wrote.

season.,

18. Quite rainy. Worked. on a saddle-quilt.

wet season.

Yesterday read a proclamation for Thanksgiving.
Mr. Leonard,® a missionary, called to see me.
17. Wrote to Mr. E. Kingsley, of Becket.

Rode out. Quite warm for the

This town very muddy in a

19. Wrote to E. H. Robbins,” Esq., Milton, Mass. The people here appear

very anxious to have me continue with them.

I have reluctantly agreed to

tarry till after the first Sabbath in December.
20. Very cold. Wrote to Mr. B. Merrill, New Hartford, Whitestown.

Read Dr. Hopkins.

! Dr. Samuel Hopkins, two volumes. First
published in 1793.

* Daniel C. Sanders, D. D., born at Stur-
bridge, Mass., May 3, 1768, was graduated at
Harvard, 1788, ordained Congregational min-
ister at Vergennes, Vt.,, June 12, 1794, Presi-
dent of University of Vermont, 1801-1814.
In his later years he was a Unitarian, and
was pastor of the First Church in Medfield,
Mass., 1815-1829, when he resigned. He
died in Medfield, Oct. 18, 1850.

3 This building had been commenced some

Read the Bible.

years before, but had been hindered for want
of funds. Meanwhile the plan of it had been
enlarged.

4 New Lebanon lies in the northeast corner
of Columbia County, N. Y., only a few miles
west of Pittsfield, Mass.

5 There is more denominational comity
now than at the beginning of this century.

¢ Rev. Samuel Leonard.

7 Son of Rev. Nathaniel Robbins, of Mil-
ton, already noticed. See note for October
13, 1801.
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21. Read the History of Robinson Crusoe® Read the Bible.

22. We have quite winter weather. People here appear very stupid as to
the great interests of eternity.

23. Rode to Vergennes and to New Haven. Tarried at Capt. Phelps.
Quite cold.

24. Rode to Middlebury. Rainy. Got quite wet. There appears to
have been a real work of God in New Haven and Middlebury the summer
past.

25. This town increases fast. Went to see Mr. Atwater,” and the college.
At evening preached a lecture at Dea. Mills, New Haven.

26. This day is appointed for Thanksgiving in New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, and Connecticut. Will God give grateful hearts to his people.
Treated quite unhandsomely in a Baptist meeting. At evening preached a
lecture. Yesterday traded.

27. Rode back to Charlotte. Good riding. New Haven in a very broken
state about building a meeting-house. At Vergennes called on my classmate
Edmond.*

28. Rode out. Read the Bible. My humor much better than it has been.

29. Quite warm for the season. Full meeting. People in this State
appear to travel on the Sabbath equally with any other day.

30. Read Dr. Dwight’s Greenfield Hill* An indifferent poem. Read Dr.
Hopkins. 1 hope to be cautious of telling stories to excite laughter.*

Dacumsxsz.

1. Rode out and visited. Very cold. This town in considerable agita-
tion about building a meeting-house.

2. Read the Bible. Studied on a sermon for tomorrow. On the 29th
ultimo was informed that peace had taken place between England and France.
We now have it officially that the preliminaries were signed at London, Octo-
ber 1st. This is the conclusion of the great sanguinary drama of ten years;
and of a war probably more pernicious and destructive, particularly on gov-
emnments and manners, than any which has been in Europe in the last two

centuries, though there is reason to fear that peace will be of short duration.*

Yet may God grant that it may long continue.

3. This day is Thanksgiving through this State.” Will God hear the

prayers of his people? It snowed considerably.

* This is commonly regarded as a book
for boys and girls only. But if one who read
it in early life will take it up and read it
again in his mature years, he will still find it
interesting, and will discover many things
which he did not before notice. -

¢ Rev. Jeremiah Atwater, D. D, first Pres-
ident of Middlebury College.

3David Edmond, Yale, 1796. He re-
ceived the degree of A. M. from Middlebury
College, 1811.

4 This poem was written by Dr. Dwight

in 1794, while he was pastor at Greenfield,.

Ct.

$ That is, in the pulpit.

8 He was right in this conjecture, Some
of the greatest battles were yet to come.

7 In Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New
Hampshire, Thanksgiving was a week earlicr
that year. There was not then as. now any
uniformity among the States in the appoint.
ment of such days.
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4. Read the Bible.

) Rode out.
rapidly falling.
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The price of produce appears to be

5. Rode out and visited. Had a bad accident with my watch.! Left it
hanging in the house, and it appears to have been broken.

6. It snowed considerably. People at meeting very attentive.

some with a pain at my breast.

Troubled

7. Quite cold. Afternoon  the people met to contrive some method to

build a meeting-house.
twenty-five dollars.’
8. Left Charlotte.

I fear they cannot be united. Received of the town

Rode through Ferrisburgh, Vergennes, Waltham,

New Haven, to Middlebury, twenty-three miles.
9. Rode through Cornwall, Shoreham, Orwell, and Benson, to West

Haven. 34. Tarried at Dr. Smith’s,

Quite warm and pleasant.

10. Quite rainy. Rode through Hampton, N. Y., to Whitehall. Tarried

at a tavern. Snow all gone.

Wrote to my parents.

11. Rode through Westfield, alias Fort Ann,’ Kingsbury, Argyle, alias

Fort Edward,* to Easttown. 4o.

The tavern keeper with whom I tarried last

night would take nothing from me. 31. Tarried at a tavern.

12. Rode to Schaghticoke.®
Rev. Mr. Page.* o4.

16. Very cold. Bad riding. Tarried with

13. Preached for Mr. Page. Extreme cold. Attended a Dutch funeral.
This is a very pleasant, private, old Dutch village.

14. Something stormy. Walked out and visited. This valley appears to
me to resemble the valleys of Piedmont in the twelfth century.

15. Left Schaghticoke.

a dollar.

3.50.

17. KRode through Charlestown, Canajoharie, to Minden,

Rode to Lansingburgh. Dined at Capt. Hickok’s.
Rode to Troy. Crossed the Hudson River; full of floating ice.
Rode through Watervliet to Albany,
Mr. Nott. Wrote to my sister S. Tarried at a tavern.

16. Rode through Schenectady, Princetown, to Florida.
and the ground very rough. Tarried at a tavern.

Ferriage half

Very cold. Drank tea with
50.

31. Very cold

In the moming traded.

34. Tarried

at a.tavern. The weather extreme cold. The Mohawk not generally frozen.

No snow of consequence.

18. The cold a little abated. Rode through Geneva Flats, Frankfort, to

! He had recently paid four dollars to
have it fixed.

* He had preached here five Sabbaths at
the old price of five dollars a Sabbath.

3 This is a name which has come down
from the French and Indian War. This re-
gion was one of the old fighting grounds,
where Gen. Israel Putnam and other generals
of the Revolutionary period received their
early military training.

4 Fort Edward was the military station
which Putnam, at great hazard, saved from
destruction by fire. This fort was built in
1755 near the beginning of the French and
Indian War.

$ Schaghticoke in Rensselzr County, was
organized as a town in 1788.

¢ Probably Rev. Thomas Page, home mis-
sionary, and a native of North Coventry,
Connecticut.
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New Hartford, in Whitestown.! Tarried with Col. Sanger. This place

appears flourishing.

19. Last night it snowed some. Pleasant. Read. Wrote. People move
considerably in sleighs. Concluded to tarry and preach a few Sabbaths in

this place.

20. Cold. Meeting not very full,

Washington'’s Legacies.

At evening had company. Read

21. Rode to Paris to see my sister Betsey.* She has five children. All

well.

22. My brother Lawrence has a very good place here. Wrote. At even-

ing rode out.

23. It snowed considerably. Traded. 1.08. Read.
24. Returned to New Hartford. Afternoon warm. Very little prospect of

sleighing,

25. Produce of all kinds very much fallen in the country. Bonaparte
signed a treaty of peace with Great Britain, Russia, Turkey, and Portugal in a
few weeks. Peace now seems to be the order of the day in Europe. I live
at a Mr. Ripley’s. Very warm and pleasant for the season.

26. Wrote poetry for the New Year. A letter was given me directed to
my sister B, which opening I found to be from my sister S. It appears that

! Mr. Robbins gives some interesting sta-
tistics in connection with the long journey he
had been making. From Norfolk, Ct., which
be left September 23, bis circuit through
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, and Vermont, to Charlotte,
Vt, amounted to seven hundred and one
miles. The time was forty-three days, of
which twenty-three were days of traveling,
and twenty of visiting. His average per day,
when traveling, was about thirty miles.

After tarrying at Charlotte five weeks, his
journey thence to New Hartford, Whites-
town, N. Y., was two hundred and thirty-
nine miles. He was five days in the saddle,
making twenty-six and one half miles a day.

While at Charlotte he made two excur-
sions out amounting to seventy miles, making
in all not very far from one thousand miles
on horseback.

When he left home he took with him
fifty-nine dollars and thirty cents. He re-
ceived for his preaching at Charlotte twenty-
five dollars; making the whole sum in band
eighty-four dollars and thirty cents.

He lost a five dollar bill in Boston. He
bought various small articles and clothing,
etc, on his journey, and reached New Hart-
ford, December 18, with forty dollars and
twenty-six cents, making the whole expendi-

ture by the way, forty-four dollars and four
cents.

In this journey he gathered the following
facts. There were in Rhode Island, at that
time, five Federal newspapers: two in Provi-
dence, one in Warren, and two in Newport.
In the same State there were two Democratic
papers, one in Providence, and one in New-
port.

In Massachusetts there were twenty Fed-
eral papers: onc in New Bedford, five in
Boston, two in Salem, one in Newburyport,
one at Haverhill, one at Dedham, two at
Worcester, one at Leominster, one at Brook-
field, one at Springfield, one at Greenfield,
one at Stockbridge, one at Pittsfield, and one
at Northampton.

There were in Massachusetts also five
Democratic papers: two at Boston, one at
Salem, one at Worcester, and one at Pittsfield.

There were five newspapers in the district
of Maine. In the State of Vermont there
were ten Federal papers: one at Brattlebor-
ough, two at Windsor, one at Randolph, one at
Peacham, one at Burlington, one at Middle-
bury, one at Rutland, and two at Bennington.

There were two Democratic papers in
Vermont: one at Windsor, and one at Bur-
lington.

* Elizabeth Robbins, Mrs. Lawrence.

L
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my brother N.' was married the 2d instant, that my brother A.* has a promising
son.

27. Quite rainy. The people here appear to be in an unsettled state
about ecclesiastical matters.®

28. Finished my New Year’s poetry. Quite warm for the season.

29. Wrote. Rode out. Very Aard sleighing. .

30. Quite cold. Rode to Utica.* This quite a flourishing village,* at the
head of good boat navigation on the Mohawk.

31. Read the Bible. Rode out. Visited a consumptive woman. God in
his holy and merciful providence has brought me to the close of another year.

! Nathaniel, living at Norfolk. 4 It was about twelve or thirteen miles to
* Ammi Rubamah, now living at Cole- Utica from New Hartford.
brook, Ct 3 This flourishing village has now grown

? Quite likely the question was up whether  to be a city of some thirty thousand or forty
the church should be Congregational or Pres-  thousand inhabitants, and an important busi-
byterian, but it became Presbyterian. ness and railroad center.




1808.-
January.

1. Rode to Paris, and preached a sermon on the occasion of.the New
Year. Very warm and pleasant. Will God enable me to begin this year in
the fear of him, and preserve me to the close of it for his mercy’s sake.

2. Returned. Rode to Utica. My New Year poem was published. Col.
Sanger® has lost his only son.

3. The snow is gone, the ground very muddy. Attended the funeral of
Col. Sanger’s son. Quite tired.

4. Very rainy. Made a draft of a family-piece.?

5. Read the Bible. Rode out. Was requested by this society to preach
with them three months. Concluded to. And may God grant that I may be
rendered an instrument of good. Dined out. '

6. Wrote to my parents. Very bad moving. It is said that there is a
prediction among the Indians that we shall have seven moderate winters, the
last winter being the first of the seven.

7. Rode out and visited. Very warm; it seems as if the ground would
entirely break up. Wrote to Maj. H. Barrs, Charlotte. Read the Bible.

8. Worked on a family-piece. Had company. At evening walked out.

9. Wrote. Troubled some with the pain in my breast. The country
very still about political matters.

10. Troubled with a diarrhaea. Rained quite hard. Thin meeting.

11. Last night it snowed some. Wrote. Read the Bible.

12. My diarrthcea very severe. Wrote. Read the History of Redemption.*

13. Very warm for the season; hardly able to go out. Had company.
Read.

14. Rode to Paris. Quite bad riding. I fear my sister is far from much
serious reflection.

15. Remarkably warm. Heard Mr. Marcy® preach a lecture. At night
quite unwell with dysentery.

16. Returned to New Hartford. The ground almost entirely destitute of
snow. I never knew such a season. Received two good letters from my two
parents. Wrote. Will God prepare me for the duties of the holy Sabbath
approaching.

! The town of Paris, N.Y. was taken
from the large town of Whitestown in 1792,
and was so named in honor of Mr. Isaac
Parig, of Fort Plain, a merchant who had
helped the early settlers there in a time of
great scarcity.

2 Jedediah Sanger, one of the first settlers
of New Hartford. The first minister was

159

Rev. Dan Bradley from Connecticut, licensed
by the New Haven West Association in 1790,
a graduate of Yale, 1780

3 Plan for a small family record.

4 President Edwards’s History of Redemp-
tion, Edinburgh, 1777. Many of his works
were first published in Scotland.

5 Rev. Bradford Marcy.
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17. Preached on Means.
ignorant of doctrines.
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Pcople very attentive. They appear greatly
Quite tired. Cold.

18. Some snow. Rode to Utica and back. Visited. Saw the Hartford

New Year’s poetry.

I think hardly equal to what it has been sometimes.'

19. Read. Received a letter from Mr. McLean, of Utica, the printer.

Visited a school. Walked out.
20. Read the Bible. Wrote.
ness of all kinds.

It snowed some.

A very dull time for busi-

21. It snowed all day. People greatly gratified. There has been no good

sleighing this winter.

Wrote a piece for publication.

22. There is an account of a very magnificent coronation of Alexander I’
at Moscow. Rode in a sleigh to Whitesborough. Very cold. Tarried at Mr.

Gould’s.

23. Returned. Good sleighing. There is an account of a revival of

religion in Georgia.

24. Pretty full meeting. Extreme cold. At evening had company.
25. People very much engaged to improve* the sleighing. Attended the

funeral of a woman; died with the consumption.

me. Read History of Redemption.

Mr. Eastman called to see

26. Rode out and visited. The great cheese,® made at Cheshire, Mass.,
was presented to the President on New Year’s day.

27. Congress have refused to increase the ratio of population to repre-
sentatives.* There is a prospect that the country will be alarmed in conse-

? A kind of shadowy hint that he thought
his own better, which very likely was true.

2 The printer probably who had published
his New Year’s piece.

$ Alexander Paulowitch, born 1777, Em-
peror of Russia and King of Poland, suc-
ceeded his father Paul, who was murdered in
1801.

4 That is, to use it.

S “The Cheshire cheeses are widely and
deservedly celebrated. The famous mammoth
cheese presented to President Jefferson, Jan. 1,
1802, had no small influence to bring these
into notice. On a day appointed the dairy
women sent their curds to one place. The
quantity sent proved to be too great to be
pressed even in a cider-mill press, so that be-
sides ‘the monster’ three smaller ones were
made of 70 lbs. each. The mammoth cheese
weighed about 1,450 1bs. MTr. Jefferson sent
back a good sized piece of the cheese to the
inhabitants, to satisfy them of its excellence,
and he also sent pieces of it to the governors
of the several States.” — Barber’s Hist. Col-
lections, Mass., p. 67.

¢ At the formation of the government, it
was a part of the Constitution that * the num-

ber of Representatives shall not exceed one
for every thirty thousand, but that each State
shall have at least one.” At that time the
number of the members of the House was
sixty-five.

So matters stood till March 4, 1793, when a
new basis of representation went into use, by
which there was to be one member for every
thirty-three thousand persons, and the whole
number of members one hundred and five.
In 1803, there was still to be one member for
thirty-three thousand inhabitants, but the
whole number of members one hundred and
forty-one. In 1813, thirty-five thousand was to
be the number of people to a member, and the
whole number of representatives one hundred
and eighty-one. Every ten years the basis
changes. In 1873, one hundred and thirty-
one thousand four hundred and twenty-five
persons were entitled to a member, and the
whole number of members was two hun-
dred and ninety-three. The present House
of Representatives, Forty-Eighth Congress,
1883-1885, consists of three hundred and
twenty-five members, one member for one
hundred and fifty-four thousand three hun-
dred and twenty-five inhabitants.
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quence of no prospect of indemnifications for French spoliations. Rode out.
Quite warm. The snow goes off. A great many people caught out with
sleighs.

28. Mr. Gallatin,! in a lengthy report on the state of the treasury, calcu-
lates to pay off the whole national debt, eighty million dollars, in fifteen
years. Rode to Paris and preached a lecture. So warm that a great coat
seems a burden. At evening visited Mr. Steele. There is an account of a

very extraordinary revival of religion in Kentucky.

29. Rode to Clinton.
land. Visited Mr. Norton.
quite tlourishing.

30. Rode to New Hartford. Cold. The riding very difficult.
Ripley was last night delivered of a fine son.

Riding very bad; very muddy.
Tarried with Mr. Porter.

Visited Mr. Kirk-
Clinton Academy®

Mrs.
Received a letter from my

father, and one from my brother N. Received another from the committee of

Becket.

The country appears to be much alarmed at the prospect that Con-

gress will repeal some of the most important laws of the country.

31.
Connecticut, tarried with me.

Fesruary.

The people appear considerably attentive.

Maj. Austin,* of New

1. Read Mistory of Redemption. Read the Bible. Troubled considerably

with a pain in my breast.

2. The piece I wrote on the 21st ult. published. Walked out. Very bad

going.
3. Last night it snowed some.

has not been white with snow this winter.
Attended a church meeting. Hope to settle some

sister B. called to see me.
old difficulties.

T Albert Gallatin, born in Geneva, Switz-
erland, 1761, came to this country in 1779,
and settled at length in Pennsylvania. In
1793, he was elected a Senator, but his seat
was vacated because of his foreign birth.
He was then chosen to the House of Repre-
sentatives, and served in this office till 1801,
when he was made Secretary of the Treasury
by Jefferson. He conducted the affairs of
this office in a very able manner. He was
afterwards much employed in foreign embas-
sies, etc, to the great satisfaction of the gov-
ernment. His conjecture touching the na-
tional debt might not seem so surprising now
as then.

2 Rev. Eliphalet Steele,
Paris.

3 This academy, incorporated through the
exertions of Rev. Samuel Kirkland in 1793,
under the name of the “ Hamilton Oneida
Academy,” grew in 1812 into llamilton Col.
lege, of which Dr. Azel Backus was the first
president.

preaching at

It is said that in Connecticut the ground

Read the Man of the World® My

The academy was opened in 1704, under
the care of John Niles, a native of West-
chester, Ct., and a graduate of Yale in 1797.
He was succeeded by Robert Porter, a native
of Farmington, Ct.,, and a graduate of Yale
in 1795. It was this Mr. Porter with whom
Mr. Robbins stayed. They were old college
friends.

4 There was a family by the name of
Austin, that went from Suffield, Ct., to New
Hartford, N. Y., and one or two of the sons
afterward went on to New Connecticut, Ohio.
Nathaniel and Eliphalet Austin were the
names of those removing to Ohio.

8 The Man of Feeling, by Henry Macken-
zie, published in London in 1771, was fol-
lowed by Zhe Man of the Worid, by the same
aathor in 1773. The first was superior to the
second, but both were widely read in the
closing years of the last century, and in the
beginnihg of the present. Mackenzie was
born in 1745 and died in 1831, He was edi-
tor of the Mirror and the Lounger,
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4 Rode to Whitesborough, Preached a sacramental lecture.
People move some in sleighs.
5. Returned. Very cold. Considerably unwell.

ing attended a conference.

6. Read History of Redemption.

with Mr. Porter,” now preaching there,
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At even-

Wrote.

Rode to Westmoreland,' to exchange

7. This appears to be quite a respectable society for this country. Peo-
ple generally in this quarter amazingly stupid.

8. Returned. Visited. Read newspapers.

It is said that forty-eight of

the late electors for the President, and fifty-four of the present members of
Congress are natives of Virginia.® At evening walked out.

9. It snowed considerably, to the great joy of all.

Read. At evening

rode to Utica in a sleigh and attended a conference.

10. It snowed some.

At evening walked out and visited. Wrote letters.

One to Rev. Dr. Morse, Charlestown, one to Mr. James Rudd, Becket, one to

Mr. Kennickerbacker, Schaghticoke, and one to Miss

11. Rode to Utica. Good sleighing. Very cold. Read History of Re

demption.  42.
12. Read the Bible.

Rode to Norwich,* and preached a lecture.
ing attended a conference. Returned.

At even-
Warm.

13. Very warm. The snow goes off. Wrote a large addition to a sermon

on Isa. xli: 21.

14. Troubled with a bad cold. As warm as April. People came here

from New Hartford, Ct.*

15. Attended a church meeting. Settled, as I hope, a long quarrel in this

church. Very bad riding.

16. Rode to Westmoreland. Attended a conference.

Tarried with Mr. Kirkland.®

17. Returned. Very bad riding.
ground. Visited.

18. Wrote to my father.
regulations.

Visited a school.

Rode to Clinton.

The frost almost entirely out of the

The schools here under good

19. Wrote letters. One to my sister L., one to my brother N., and one to

Mr. Hersey Bradford, Bristol, R. I.

! About twelve miles from New Hartford.
The Congregational church in Westmoreland
was founded in 1792.

? This was Rev. Robert Porter, just no-
ticed, 2 native of Farmington, Ct., who was
licensed in 1797, and served as a home mis-
sionary in New York.

3 That report may possibly be true, though
seemingly improbable.

4 The church at Norwich was Presbyterian,

S That is, the early settlers, hence the
name.

¢ This was no other than Rev. Samuel
Kirkland, a son of Rev. Daniel Kirkland,

pastor of the Third Congregational Church
in Norwich, Ct. (now Lisbon). He was born
in 1741, and spent his active life as a mis-
sionary to the Seneca and Oneida Indians,
New York. In these western wilds was born
in 1770, his son, Rev. John Thornton Kirk-
land, D. D., afterwards the accomplished
scholar and preacher, who from 1810 to 1828,
was one of the distinguished presidents of
Harvard College. Rev. Samuel Kirkland
died in 1808, and was buried near the place
where Mr. Robbins found him in 1802. The
town of Kirkland, Oneida County, was so
named in honor of him.




1802.]

20. Began a sermon on Acts viii: 8. Read the Bible.

21.
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25.

People at meeting appear attentive and solemn. Will God Almighty

grant that a shower of grace may descend upon this witkered place, like rain

upon the mown grass.
22, It snowed all day.
Mr. Whittlesey,” Danbury. Read.

23. Extreme cold. The coldest weather which has been this year.

Wrote to Mr. T. Robbins,’ Charlestown, and fo

Fin-

ished reading the History of Redemption. Had company.

24 Read the Bible. Rode out.

Pretty good sleighing.
25. Finished reading the Bible, which I began Nov. 23, 180c0.

Finished

my sermon on Acts viii: 8. It snowed considerably. Had company.
26. Wrote a piece for publication. Rode to Utica and back. Visited.

Warm. Saw Norfolk people moving.®

27. The bill for the repeal of the judiciary law has passed the United

States Senate. Began and finished a sermon on Matt. xxii: s.

considerably.

It snowed

28. It snowed. Warm. Full meeting. This society in considerable

agitation about the settlement of a minister.

Mazcu,

Quite tired.

1. Read the Life of Makomet* Rode out and visited. Good sleighing.
The piece I wrote on the 26th ult. published. It is said that at the eastward

the snow is very deep.

2. Began a sermon on Acts xxvi: 8. At evening rode to Utica, and

attended a conference and returned.
3. Wrote.
visited.

Quite warm. The snow goes very fast. Rode out and

4. Heard Mr. Dodd preach a lecture. Wrote. Rode out.
5. Rode to Clinton and preached a sacramental lecture. Bad riding.

Tarried with Mr. Kirkland.

6. Returned. Received a letter from my cousin Sam. P. Robbins, and

one from Mr. Steele, of Paris.

7. Very cold and tedious. Preached on Regeneration.

8. Read the History of Rasselas?

Wrote. Began to read the Bible in

course. Will God mercifully enable me to receive instruction.

9. Attended a conference. It

! Mr. Thomas Robbins, at whose hotel he
stayed in Charlestown, Mass.

* Mr. Whittlesey, with whom he boarded
in Danbury, Ct.

3 The tide of emigration from Connecticut
to New York, through the early years of this
century, was very large.

4 There have been so many lives of Ma-
homet, that it would be impossible to tell
which one he read.

3 Dr. Johnson’s Rasselas, Prince of Abys

snowed considerably. The country

sinia, written, as the aathor told Sir Joshua
Reynolds, in the evenings of a single week,
for the purpose of obtaining money to pay
the expenses of his mother’s funeral, and
some small debts which she had contracted,
has probably been more widely circulated
and read than any other of his works. Ithas
been translated into almost all modern lan-
guages. It was first published in London in
1759. In a letter written soon after, Johns
son calls it “ a little story-book.”
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appears to be in great agitation in consequence of the proposed repeal of

the judiciary law by Congress.

10. Warm. Finished my sermon on A’cts xxvi

visited my sister.

: 8. Rode to Paris and

1. Returned. Yesterday this society had a meeting, and gave a call to a

Mr. Snowden,' of New Jersey.
sequences.

128 pounds.

I think it will be attended with bad con-
Rode to Utica and back.
12. Preached a sacramental lecture. Very muddy.
Began a sermon on Mark i: 1

Visited ; bad riding. Traded. 8.04.
Traded 4.50; weighed

13. Wrote a sermon on Jude xi. Had some clothes made.
14. Exchanged with Mr. Dodd.* In the forencon rode to Utica and
preached afternoon at Whitesborough. Quite cold. At evening attended a

conference. Caught a very bad cold.

15. Rode to Clinton and to New Hartford.

In the momning visited an

Indian in prison under sentence of death. Bought Neal's History of the Purs-
tans® for eight dollars. Received a letter from my father.

16. Almost sick with my cold. Warm. Wrote to my parents.

read Neal's History.

Began to

17. Rode to Paris and preached a singing lecture. The ground breaking

up. Read.

18. Returned. Very warm. Rode out and visited. Read Neal’s History.

19. Read the Bible. Wrote.

appears to be settling fast.
20. Wrote a sermon on Phil. ii:

22. Read Neal.

Rode to Utica and back. The ground
Received fifteen dollars of this society.

12, 13. Rainy. Very bad stirring.

21. Pretty tired. People pretty attentive.
The snow all gone,

Read the history of Joseph.*
We have had such sudden changes

of weather, and such an extraordinary winter, that people are apprehensive of

a sickly season.

23. Had company. Princeton College was burnt on the 6th inst. The
bill to repeal the judiciary act® passed the House of Representatives on the

3d inst.

! Rev. Samuel F. Snowden.

* Rev. Bethuel Dodd, ordained in 1704,
the first pastor of the United Society of
Whitestown, which was in Utica.

3 Rev. Daniel Neal, born in London 1678,
and died in 1743. He was educated on the
continent at the University of Utrecht. He
was an eminent preacher and extensive writer.
He wrote the History of the Puritans, in four
volumes, and the History of New England, in
two volumes.

4 Book of Genesis, chapters 38-s0.

$ The diary looks at all matters pertaining
to Mr. Jefferson, from the Federal side, which
in that day, was extremely prejudiced. There
were a good many things in the old Federal
rule and jurisdiction that needed correction.

In a letter which Mr. Jefferson wrote to

Mr. John Dickinson, of Pennsylvania, Dec.
19, 1801, he gives his views touching the
judiciary law as follows:

“My great anxicty at present is, to avail
ourselves of our ascendency to establish good
principles and good practices; to fortify re-
publicanism behind as many barriers as pos-
sible, that the outworks may give time to
rally, and save the citadel should that be
again in danger. On their part they have re-
tired into the judiciary as a stronghold. There
the remains of Federalism are to be preserved
and fed from the treasury, and from that bat-
tery all the works of republicanism are to be
broken down and erased. By a fraudulent
use of the Constitution, which has made
judges irremovable, they have multiplied use-
less judges merely to strengthen their pha-
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24. Wrote a sermon on Psa. cxix: 9. Wrote eighteen pages. Consider-
ably more than I ever did in one day. Rainy.

25. Read. Afternoon preached a school lecture.

for publication.

Cold. Wrote a piece

26. Rode to Whitesborough. Saw an Indian executed for murder.! A

very great concourse of people.
western country. Very muddy.
father, and one from my sister S,

This the first capital punishment in this
Returned.

Received a letter from my

27. Yesterday bought Plutarch’s Lives® for twelve dollars. Rode out and

visited a sick woman.

Received a letter of thanks from the school for my

services on the 25th. Began to read Flutarch’s Lives.

28. Weather very cold and uncomfortable.

house. Read the Life of Romulus.
29. The ground very hard frozen.

Had meeting in the school-

Read Plutarch. Had company.

30. Received a letter from Maj. Barrs, and one from Mr. Newell, of
Charlotte, Vt., wishing me to return there. Will God make plain my duty.
Read Mr. Bayard’s * speech in Congress. Thought to be the best ever spoken

in America on any occasion.
on Mark i: 15.

31. Received a letter from my father.

company. 54

lanx.” — Z;ife of Fefferson, by Henry S. Randall,
LL. D, 3 vols. Vol. 2, p. 6g0.

The bill to repeal the old judiciary law
passed the Senate, Feb. 3, 1802, by one ma-
jority, and the House, March 3, by a vote of
fifty-nine to thirty-two.

! Through the early years of this century,
execations for murder were public, and this
publicity was supposed to be necessary in
order that the moral lesson against murder
might be most deeply impressed upon the
mind. There was hardly anything that would
bring together such an immense crowd of
people as a public execution. Even in this
very sparsely populated region, the diary
says, “a very great concourse of people”
was present.

Three years before, a woman, Sylvia Wood,
had been condemned to death in this vicinity,
for the murder of her husband, Major Wood,
of Augusta, Oneida County. But she killed
berself in the jail the night before her execu-
tion was to take place. The execution of the
Indian was therefore the first public execu-
tion in these parts.

This Indian’s name was Peters, and he
was condemned to death for killing his wife,
Eunice Peters, at Rome, Oneida County, on
the 24th of February, 1800.

This is the first time since we began the

Read Plutarch. Wrote.

Finished my sermon

Rode to Utica and back. Had

editing of this diary that we have found any
important discrepancy between the diary and
published history. Mr. Robbins, who was
present, records this execution as taking place
March 26, 1802.

Mr. Pomroy Jones, in his Annals of Oneida
County, published at Rome, N. Y., 18s1,
says page 43: “ Peters was sentenced to be
hung on the 28th day of August, 1801, and
he was accordingly executed under the direc-
tion of Sheriff Brodhead, upon the hill west
of the village of Whitesborough.”

We must think Mr. Robbins’s date to be
right from the circumstances of the case.
Probably the original day appointed was
Aug. 28, 1801, and for some reason the exe-
cution was delayed till the following March.

* The editions of Plutarch’s lives are now
numerous, but the edition which he probably
bought was the one published in London in
1774, in six volumes,

3 James A. Bayard, of Delaware, graduate
of Princeton College, 1784. From 1796-1804,
he was a member of the National House of
Representatives, when he was transferred,
He was afterwards much employed in diplo-
matic business for the government abroad.
“ He was one of the most eloquent, patriotic,
and high:-minded men of his day.” Hon. Thos.
F. Bayard is of the same family.
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1. Read Plutarch. Very valuable.

[1802.

Rainy. Ground settles fast.

2. Quite warm. Began a sermon on Gen. ii: 17.
3. Wrote all day. I think my health has not been better for studying for

some years than at present.

4. Cold. Preached upon the Universality of the Divine Agency. I fear
the people do not assent to it. Read the Death of Abelt
5. Rode out and visited. A young woman died in the neighborhood.

People beginning to plow.

6. Read newspapers. Attended a funeral. Visited. Traded.

7. Wrote a piece for publication.
Warm. Spring advances fast.

Read Plutarch. Rode out and visited.

8. Read Plutarch. Wrote. Rode to Utica. Visited.
9. Rainy. I fear I have hurt my horse by giving him grain. This State
in something of a tumult about the approaching election,® but I think much

less than last year.

1o0. Read the Bible. Something unwell. In the night alarmed with the
cry of fire. A blacksmith’s shop near by was burnt. Cold.
11. Preached on the Doctrine of the Resurrection. Pretty full meeting.

People very attentive.

12. Read Plutarch. Afternoon rode to Paris. Visited Mr. Steele.

Tarried at my sister’s.

13. Returned. Quite warm. Wrote an addition to my sermon on Rev.

iii: 10. Had a coat made,

14. This day is observed as a Fast in the societies in this vicinity, at the
recommendation of the association of ministers.> Will God hear the prayers
of his people. Quite cool for the season.

15. Wrote to my parents. Rode to Utica. Federalism seems to be gain-
ing ground in the country, particularly in Massachusetts.* Many of the

debates in Congress are very trifling.

16. Read Plutarch. Wrote. Last night considerable snow fell. 72. Quite

cold for the season.

17. Stormy. The season pretty backward. It is said to be quite sickly at

the westward.

18. Rainy. Quite thin meeting. O for more zeal and affection in the
great work of the ministry. Read the Deatk of Cain®

2 The Death of Abel is a prose poem in
five books, written by a German named Gess-
ner. It was translated into English by Mary
Collyer, and published in Philadelphia in
1802, by Thomas L. Ploughman. .

* George Clinton, who had been Governor
of New York, 1789-1795, was again made
Governor in 1801, and continued in office till
1804.

3 The Oneida body of ministers which
were organized the next month, May, 1802,
by the Presbyterian General Assembly into
the Presbytery of Oneida.

4 Not so fast, however, but that at the next
presidential election in 1804, Mr. Jefferson
received one hundred and sixty-two of the
one hundred and seventy-six electoral votes,
the only States voting against him being
Connecticut, Delaware, and Maryland. Jef-
ferson’s first term convinced the people that
he was not such a dangerous man as had
been represented. Seldom has a President
been elected by a larger majority.

$ The Death of Cain was written anony-
mously, by a lady, after the manner of the
Death of Abel. See April 4, 1802.
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19. Last night a very sudden death in the neighborhood; a man a little
over sixty years. A kind of apoplexy. Began a sermon on 1 Cor. vii: 29, 31.
Had company. Received a letter from my father.

20. Finished my sermon on 1 Cor. vii: 29, 31.

Attended a funeral and

preached. Masonic ceremonies ridiculous and irreligious. An account in the
newspaper of great revivals in religion in the Southern States,
21. Read Plutarch. The season thought to be rather backward, At even-

ing walked out.

22, Rode out and visited. Quite cool.

Have had lately several applica-

tions to preach in places at the westward.

23. Read Plutarch. Walked out and visited. It seems by the lives of
Plutarch, that the best of heathen virtue was defective.

24. Quite warm. Afternoon rode to Clinton® to exchange with Mr.

Norton.?

25. Weather very warm and faint.

attended a conference.

People quite attentive. At evening

26. Visited Mr. Kirkland. Returned. The situation of this State is such
as to require a great number of acts and laws to be passed annually.?

27. Wrote to my parents.

Read Plutarch. This and the two succeeding
days is the time of the election in this State,
28. Rode to Augusta,* and preached a lecture.

06.
After which rode to Tus-

carora, the settlement of the Stockbridge Indians.® Tarried with Mr. Sargent.

29. This is a Fast day with these Indians.

Preached all day by an inter-

preter. The Indians appear quite devout in time of worship. After meeting

rode to Augusta.

30. Rode to Brothertown® and preached a sacramental lecture for Mr.

Tarried with him.

Booge.

! The church at Clinton was organized by
Rev. Jonathan Edwards, D. D. (the younger
Edwards), who was then pastor of the North
Church, New Haven. On a visit to this
western country, he organized this Clinton
church as a Congregational church in 1791.

2 Rev. Asahel S. Norton, D. D,, a native
of Farmington, Ct., graduated at Yale, 1790,
pastor at Clinton, N. Y., 1793-1833. Dr.
Norton died in 1853, at the age of eighty-eight.

3 It was a very large State, some of it old,
but the larger part, territorially new, and in
a very changing condition.

4 Augusta is in the southwestern corner
of Opeida County, and is on a swell of land
which sends its waters by three different
routes, the Hudson, the St. Lawrénce, and the
Susquehanna rivers, to the ocean. A Congre-
gregational church was organized here in 1797,
by Dr. Norton, of Clinton, and Rev. Joel Brad-
ley, of Westmoreland, but it had no regular
minister until Rev. John Spencer, a native of
Connecticut, began preaching here in 1804.

% Near the close of the last century, a part
of the Stockbridge Indians, who had been
under the pastoral care of Jonathan Edwards
and John Sergeant, at Stockbridge, Mass.,
removed to Oneida County, and John Ser
geant became their teacher and preacher,
The place where these Indians had settled-
adjoined Augusta, where Mr. Robbins had
preached the day before his preaching to the
Indians. - .

6 Brothertown was the place where the
Brothertown Indians had their home. These
were made up from the remnants of several
tribes in New Jersey and Long Island, who,
as carly as 1763 had been invited by the
Oneida Indians to remove thither. In 1786,
Rev. Samson Occum, the celebrated Indian
preacher, lived with the Brothertowns. In
1818, Rev. John Sergeant, long connected with
the Indian Mission at Stockbridge, Mass.,
wrote of these Brothertowns : “ They have lost
their language, and are now, perhaps, more
corrupt than any other Indians in the country.”
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1. Returned to New Hartford. Very cold for the season and very dry.

Vegetation proceeds slowly.

2. Full meeting. People here appear very hardened. At evening had

company.

3. Read Plutarch. Rode to Utica,

4. Last night some rain fell.
ward.

5. Rode to Tuscarora. Lost my way. Attended a council.

among the Indians.

6. Savage manners very disagreeable.’

Visited.

Rode out and visited. The season back-

Difficulties

Returned. Quite tired.

7. Afternoon rode out and visited. Read newspapers.

8. Finished a sermon on Gen.ii: 17. Quite warm. Read Plutarch.

78.

9. Preached on the subject of Truth. Full meeting. My brother and
sister Lawrence here. Received a letter from the committee of Augusta.

10. Read. Had company.
creasing in almost all the States.

It appears that the Federal interest is in-

11. Quite warm and dry. Rode to Whitesborough and Utica. Attended

a conference. Traded.

12.

Read Plutarch. Something rainy, which is a very great favor, for the

ground is very dry. Wrote to my mamma.
13. Wrote to Maj. Barrs, Charlotte, and to Col. Messenger, Becket. My

feelings are very different about Becket from what they have been.

I feel at

present inclined to seek repose. Perhaps I can be as useful and enjoy as
much ease there as in a populous town. Will God mercifully direct me, and

dispose of me for his glory.

14. Read Plutarch. Rainy. Mr. Marcy called to see me.

a request to preach at Pompey.
15. Rode out.

nerves.
17. Read.

It rained hard all day.

Yesterday had

Gov. Fenner,® a most degraded character, is elected Gov-
ernor of Rhode Island. Read. Cool.
16. Warm. Full meeting. People attentive.

Quite tired ; affected in my

Made a box to send home my things.

18. Rode to Utica. Bad riding. Gov. Strong* is re-elected Governor of

Massachusetts by a majority of more than ten thousand votes.

Finished

reading Plutarch’s Lives. May I retain things which are useful.

' White people are uncomfortable to deal
with when they get into a quarrel, but Mr.
Robbins thought the Indians worse.

2 The wish in this case may have been, in
part, father to the thought. Federalism had
been so strong through the administrations of
Washington and Adams, twelve years, that
it was hard for it to retire, and take the
second place.

3 Gov. Arthur Fenner. The language
which Mr. Robbins uses is stronger probably
than was needed. Mr. Fenner was Governor

from 1799 ta 1805, when he died. His son,
James Fenner, was Governor of Rhode Is-
land, 1807-1811, was shen for many years in
the service of the general government in va-
rious capacities, and was again Govemor of
his State in his old age, 1842-1844. Mr. Rob-
bins caught his prejudices probably from his
kindred in Bristo], R. I.

4 It was the fashion then to keep a good
governor for years, Gov. Caleb Strong was
Governor of Massachusetts, 1800-1807, and

. again 1812-1816.
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19. Wrote. Wet weather.
send home.

20. Walked out.
ried with Mr. Kirkland.
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Read. Afternoon rode to Paris and to Clinton.
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Walked out and visited, Fixed my things to

Tar-

21. Had a long conference with Sally Kirkland* on her peculiar affairs.
Visited Mr. Porter and the academy. Returned. Showery.

22. Wrote an addition to my sermon on Rev. xxii:

called on me. Warm,

23. Quite rainy. Preached in the forenoon.
I have rarely left any people who manifested greater attachment.

people.

Afternoon Mr. Snowden preached. Something superficial.

parents.

18, 19. Mr. Snowden®
Took my leave of the

Wrote to my

24. Sent off my things for Norfolk. Quite warm. Dined out with Mr.
Snowden. At evening rode to Paris and visited my sister.

25. Returned. Afternoon settled with the trustees of the society and re-
ceived one hundred and fifteen dollars.’ The more serious people feel very

gloomy at their society prospects.

26. In the morning traded; paid for making clothes.
Have been treated there with kindness, and am

with a degree of reluctance.

Left New Hartford

not without hope that I may have been an instrument of some good. Rode
through a part of Chenango County to Pompey in Onondaga County.* Passed
through the settlement of Oneida Indians.® Very warm.

29. Stayed in Pompey.*
place quite new.

28, Rainy. Saw some Norfolk people.
County. Very bad riding. Tarried with Mr. Bradley.®

and preach in the town a little while.

! This was Sarah Kirkland, the second of
Rev. Mr. Kirkland’s three daughters. What
her “peculiar affairs”” were we do not know,
but she was married two years later, 1804, to
Mr. Francis Amory, of Boston. Her younger
sister, Eliza, in 1818, became the wife of the
celebrated scholar, Rev. Edward Robinson,
D. D, a native of Southington, Ct.

2 Rev. Samuel F. Snowden, afterwards
settled in that parish, 1807-1813.

? He reached this place in December pre.
ceding, and this pay appears to be for twenty-
three Sabbaths at five dollars a Sabbath.

4 Instead of turning his steps toward his
Connecticut home, he continues his journey
westward.

$ This was within the bounds of the pres-
ent town of Stockbridge, Madison County.

¢ Organized near the beginning of the
present century.

Rode out.

Afternoon preached a lecture. This

Rode to Marcellus” in Onondaga
Concluded to tarry

Passed some old Indian springs.

7 It was twenty-two miles westerly from
Pompey to Marcellus.

$ “In the autumn of 1795 Hon. Dan Brad-
ley and Dea. Samuel Rice commenced. the
settlement of the village. Dea. Rice came
directly from Connecticut. Judge Bradley was
originally from Connecticut, but immediately
from Whiteshorough. He was a liberally
educated man, and with honor sustained the
office of the gospel minister.” — Hotckhkin's
History of Western New York.

This Mr. Dan (or Daniel Bradley) had
been graduated at Yale College in 1789, was
licensed to preach By the New Haven West
Association in 1790, and was settled in the
ministry at Mt. Carmel in Hamden, near New
Haven, in 1792, and afterward at New Hart-
ford, N. Y. Though for some reason he had
left the ministry, he had not lost any of his
interest in the Christian church.
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29. Read the treaty of peace between England, France, Spain, and Hol-
land." The ordinary forms of religion which have generally been observed in
treaties, in this one omitted. Read the British Jlufarcs* Attended the

funeral of a child.
30. Rainy. Preached in a bam.
never had but a little preaching here,

A decent congregation. They have
Mostly New England people.

31. Quite rainy. Read the British Piutarch. Many people have come
into this part of the country from Connecticut? to work on the roads.

June,

1. Quite warm. Walked out.

Read two of Cicero’s Orations.*

2. It rained hard all day. This town has not been settled but about six

or seven years,

3. Rode to the western part of the town.

4. Read the Bible.

The ground very wet.

This quite a pleasant place at the end of Skaneate-

les lake. There are mills on the outlet of the lake, and the whole lake, nearly
forty miles in circumference,® is raised about four feet by a dam.

5. Rode out and visited. Very bad riding. There appears to be a
prospect of war in the east of Europe. Democracy has triumphed in this

State at the late elections.

6. Very warm. A pretty large congregation.

house. Quite tired.
7. Wrote. Rode out.
showers. Read newspapers.

Preached in a dwelling-

Some people here quite forehanded. Very hard

8. Quite rainy. Read almost a volume of the Specfator.® 1 imagine the
manners of the British nation altered very little in the last century.’
9. Rode out and visited. Warm. Read the Connecticut Evangelical

Magazine.

A most valuable work. I do not believe that the habits and insti-

-tutions of Connecticut will be overturned while that shall continue.®

10. Wrote to my parents.

Waters very high. Something unwell.

11. Attended the funeral of an infant child. Preached. Was requested

:to preach to a Masonic lodge on the 24th, Hard showers.

* This was the peace of Amiens, con-
cluded March 27, 1802.

2 The British Plutarch, ao-called, was the
edition of Plutarch’s lives, itranslated about
the middle of the last.century by Dr. John
Langhorne and ‘his;brother. It is probably
the same edition which *Mr. Robbins has pre-
viously referred tq, though he did not call it
by this full name. Chambers's Cyclopadia of
English Literatyre, published 1876, says of this
work: “ It still mnaintains its ground as the
best English version of the ancient author.”

3 In every way there was a very close con-
nection between Connecticut and the early
history of Central and Western New York.

Read the Bible.

4 Probably in the original Latin.

$ Goodrich in his Pictorial Geography says :
“Skancateles Lake, fifteen miles long, and one
to one and one half miles wide; this abounds
with fish, and its trout are very large.”

¢ This was probably an edition of the
Spectator in six, eight, or twelve volumes.

7 That is, he thinks society in Great Brit-
ain to be much as Addison described it a
hundred years before.

® That has proved a safe prediction. The
Connecticut Evangelical Magasine ran through
fifteen volumes, ending in 1815, and Connec-
ticut stood firmly to the end of that period,
and still stands.
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12. Rode to east part of town.
Quite warm. Read.

13. Hot and rainy. Troubled with the toothache.
I think I cannot.

here with a view of settling.
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Very bad riding. Ground exceeding wet.

Urged to continue

14. Bonaparte has made a treaty with the Pope. Abolished the Decades,

and established Sunday.!

Rode out and visited.

16. Rode to Onondaga and viewed the salt springs.’
Seventy gallons of water will make a bushel.

Troubled some with toothache.
17. Read Fosephus.
greatly injured by the wet.

18. Rode to the western part of the town. The riding grows better.
‘Proudfit, a missionary, called here and preached a lecture.

19. Read. Quite warm.

Established the Catholic religion and tolerates all
others, He received sacrament in April.
15. Read one of Cicero's Orations. Wrote.

Visited. Read the British Plutarch.
A very growing season.

A great curiosity.
Returned. Bad riding.

Crops of wheat appear very promising. Spring crops

Mr.
Read the Bible.

Some people here much opposed to a minister’s
preaching with notes,® My horse lame.

I think gravelled.

20. Preached in the forenoon from Rev. xxii: 18, 19, without any notes,

Last night a hard thunder-shower.

People here appear to be very stupid.
21. Worked some on the road. Quite warm. Rode out.
of a great awakening at Yale College.*

Was informed

22. Read the Spectator. Began a sermon on Micah vi: 8. Quite warm,

A very growing season.

23. Finished my sermon on Micahvi: 8. Rainy. Walked out.

Finished

reading the fourth volume of the Spectator.

24. Preached to a lodge of Free-Masons.

Received five dollars from

them. °‘Quite rainy. Received a letter from my father, one from my sister

Sally, and one from Mr. D. Risley,® Whitestown.

toothache.

! In the early part of the French Revolu-
tion the reckoning of time by weeks was
abolished, and the system of /7 was to take
the place of scven. By this arrangement with
the Pope, he brought France back into line
with the rest of the Catholic world.

*“The salt springs are too numerous to
particularize. The most important are thase
of Onondaga, which rise in 2 marsh at the
head of Omnondaga Lake. Fifty gallons of
the water make a bushel of salt.” This is the
testimony of Goodrich’s Geography, written
half a century nearly after the diary, when
perhaps the methods of extracting the salt
from the water had been improved.

3 That has been an open question for a
long time, and is not yet settled. Taking the
Christian world from the beginning until now,

Had a very hard turn of the

preaching without notes has been the rule,
and preaching with notes the exception.

¢ At the time.when that revival began, in
the spring of 1802, there were among the
students of Yale not more than five or six
professors of religion. Jeremiah Evarts, after-
wards so prominent in the American Board,
was one of the first fruits of that religious in-
terest. By the first Sunday in August, 1802,
sixty-three students were admitted to the
church, and it was reckoned in all, that out
of the two hundred and thirty students then
in the college, about one third (seventy-six)
were converted.

$ David Risley was one of the men to
whom, in 1797 and 1799, George Washington
and George Clinton gave deeds of lands in
Oneida County.
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25. Cool. Read the Bible.
part of the town.

26. Quite warm. Read newspapers.
on account of peace were amazingly brilliant and expensive.

DIARY OF REV. THOMAS ROBBINS, D.D.

Wrote to Mr. . Risley.

[1802.
Rode to the east

The illuminations in London on
A woman in

Fngland lately delivered of her twenty-fifth child.

27.

Had quite a respectable congregation.

Preached in a bam. Re-

ceived a letter from Mr. E. Cook, of Westmoreland, requesting me to go

there to preach.

28. Read the British Plutarch. Had a request from this society to stay

and preach with them on probation.

29. Read. Received fifteen dollars from this society. Had a request for

a copy of my sermon to the Free-Masons* for publication.

part of the town.

30. Quite warm. Rode out and visited. Roads dry very fast.

growing season.

Jury.
1. The heat extreme.
out.
Lake.

Rode to the other

A very

Very great crops of wheat in this country. Rode
A prospect of a large and pleasant settlement here on the Skaneateles

2. Rode to Camillus® and viewed the remains of an ancient fortification.?

Some rain. Read the Bible.
3. Read the Bible.

Cool. Went into the water.

Hope I had some comfort in secret solemn duties.

4. Full meeting. Had the same request from this part of the town as the

other to stay and preach on probation.

The people appear quite anxious to

have me tarry. Received a letter from Mr. D. Bradley, of this town. Yester-
day wrote to Mr. E. Cook, of Westmoreland. May the hearts of a grateful
people ascend in praise to a holy God on the remembrance of this day.* .

1 He was not a Free-Mason himself, and
not in love with the order, as we learn from
various expressions scattered through the pre-
vious pages of the diary.

2 Camillus was organized in 1789, and
was one hundred and forty-one miles west of
Albany.

3 “In the western parts of New York are
numerous remains of ancient Indian fortifica-
tions and towns. Some of them inclose a
space of five hundred acres.” — Goodrick.

The following is Mr. Robbins's description,
in a little appendix to his entry for July 2d,
of this ancient fortification.

“In the town of Camillus, I saw the re-
mains of an ancient fortification. It is situ-
ated on a rising ground, which descends
gently from it every way. It is nearly four
square, the cormers a little rounded, fac-
ing very nearly the four cardinal points. It
is a little more than twenty rods from north

to south, and from east to west a little less.
The mound is from two to three feet above
the natural surface, and about six feet thick.
The ditch is about two feet deep. On the
west side are very plainly two places for
gates, there being no rise at the mound, or
fall at the ditch. There is one similar place
on the east. On the west side are evident
marks of violence, places in the wall being
thrown down into the ditch. I measured a
white-wood and a black-oak tree, which stood
on the wall, and which, three feet above the
ground, were above eleven feet in circumfer-
ence. There was a hemlock and some other
trees on the wall of nearly the same size.
Within the walls are old rotten trees which
appear to have lain there a long course of
years.”

4 For the peculiar interest attending these
religious services in a new country, the people
had occasion for gratitude.
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5. Rainy. Read the Spectator Something sickly in town. Preparing
for my journey. Received fifteen dollars from this society. Had a tooth
extracted.

6. Wrote to my brother G. Lawrence. Quite warm.
Rode to Aurelius,’ Cayuga County. Tarried at a tavern.

7. Rode to Geneva,’ Ontario County. Dined. Thence to Jerusalem.’
Tarried with Jemima Wilkinson,* called the universal friend. She has
perhaps fifteen families of her followers, situated in a pleasant valley.
Geneva is a pleasant flourishing place on the Seneca Lake. The Cayuga
bridge is three hundred and fifteen rods long and twenty-two feet wide, per-
fectly level. Toll very high; a man and horse twenty-five cents. Very hot.

8. Rode to Canandaigua® The most of the way through the woods.
The heat very great. As I came to Canandaigua, had the points of compass
right, which I had not since before I got to Whitestown.* Tarried with Mr.

Left Marcellus.

Field.
9. Wrote to my father.

This quite a pleasant, rich village.

The best

this side of Utica. Rode to Bloomfield.” Tarried with Esq. Norton.

10. Visited old acquaintance.

They have built a good, new meeting-

house in this place, the only one this side of Oneida County. Returned to

Canandaigua.

11.  Preached for Mr. Field.® A respectable congregation, but small. Very
little appearance of religion in this place,

12. Set out for Niagara.

Had the company of the post.®

At Bloomfield

had a very agreeable conversation with Rev. Mr. Williston.” Crossed the

* Aurelius was organized as a town in
1789, one hundred and fifty-nine miles west
of Albany.

? Geneva, founded in 1794, and incorpo-
rated as a town in 1812, one hundred and sev-
enty-nine miles west of Albany. Geneva
College was founded there in 18z5.

3 Jerusalem is southerly from Geneva in
Yates County.

4 Jemima Wilkinson was born in Cumber-
land, Rhode Island, in 1753. When she was
more than twenty years old, in a fit of sick-
ness, she passed into a state of apparent
death, and when she came out of it she
claimed that she had been dead, and was
raised from the dead. She had a little com-
pany of followers, whom she led to Milo,
N. Y, in 1790, and afterward to Jerusalem,
where Mr. Robbins found her and her com-
pany of believers in 1802.

5 Canandaigua was in Ontario County, one
hundred and ninety-seven miles west of Al-
bany. Intheyear 1788, Hon. Oliver Phelps, a
native of Windsor, Ct., but then living in Gran-
ville, Mass., associating himself with a com-

pany of men, bought of the State of Massa-
chusetts the title to immense tracts of land
in this region of New York. In 1789 he
opened a land-office in Canandaigua for the
sale of these lands. “This was the first
land-office in America for the sale of her
forest lands to settlers.” The settlement in
Canandaigua began in 1790.

¢ Many persons have experienced a similar
mental confusion in regard to points of com-
pass.

7 Bloomfield is in Ontario County, a few
miles west of Canandaigua.

% Rev. Timothy Field, of Canandaigua, na-
tive of Madison, Ct., graduate of Yale, 1797.

9 The mail carrier.

o Rev. Seth Williston, D. D., was born in
Suffield, Ct., graduated at Dartmouth Col-
lege, 1791, ordained as a missionary at Avon,
Ct., June 7, 1797, settled first at Lisle, N. Y.,
1797-1807, settled again at Durham, N. Y.,
1810~1828, then still working on as a mission-
ary, until his wholc term of ministerial ser-
vice had reached fifty-four years. He was an
eminently useful man.
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Genesee River, about the size of the Housatonic, at New Milford. The part
of the State west of Genesee River is the county of Genesee. Tarried ata
Mr. Bates’s in Ganson’s settlement, twelve miles from the river. The road
today very good. Bloomfield appears older than any town west of Whitestown.

13. Made welcome by Mr. Bates. Had a pretty hard turn of dysentery.
Rode with some difficulty. Rode through Batavia,® crossed an open plain of
four miles, and rode to the Tonawanda Indian village on the Tonawanda River.
Tarried at Rodney’s, a French Indian. Wrote. 29. The road is divided
into two, one leading to Niagara, and one to Buffalo on the plain, thirty-two
miles west of Genesee River.

14. Through divine goodness, am in a measure recovered of my disorder.
Rode through the Tonawanda swamp, ten miles. This very troublesome.
Crossed an opening, twelve miles. Passed but one white family all day.
Rode through the large Tuscarora village,® to the east landing on the Niagara
River. This the most majestic river I ever saw. Banks amazing high.
Tarried at a public house. Quite warm,

15. Rode to the Niagara Fort® 8. Good road. Very hot. Had the
misfortune to find that my cousin Francis Le Baron,’ who has been the sur-
geon to this garrison, went from here to Michilimakinak. Treated politely by
the officers. Viewed the fortifications.

16. Crossed the Niagara River to Niagara. Saw the British fortifications.
Rode through Queenstown® to the falls, Very warm. Spent almost four
hours at the falls, got very much fatigued. Rode through Chippeway,® etc.
Tarried at a tavern.

17. Rode seven miles and crossed the ferry. The river more than a mile
wide and very rapid. This the only time I was ever out of the United States,
and probably I never shall be again.” Rode on the beach® to Buffalo. 11.

! Batavia was in Genesee County, organ- son. In 1796, it was surrendered to the
ized the very year Mr. Robbins was there, United States. In the War of 1812, it was

180z. President Dwight, in his travels two
years later, passed through the place, and
described it as containing *from twenty to
thirty houses, a considerable number of them
built of logs.”

2 About eight miles below the Falls, and
three miles back from the Niagara River,
was the Tuscarora reservation, four miles
long, and two miles wide. These Tuscarora
Indians came originally from North Carolina
about 1712, and joined the Five Nations in
New York, as they were called, they them-
selves making the sixth of the Six Nations
afterwards existing.

3 Fort Niagara, on the American side of
the Falls, was at the first, in 1679, a small
spot enclosed with palisades by a French
officer, M. De Salle. In 1725, the fort itself
was built by the French. In 1759, it was
taken by the British under Sir William John.

again taken by the British on the 19th of De-
bember, 1813. It was restored to the United
States in March, 1815.

4 Francis Le Baron, son of his Uncle Isaac
Le Baron. He was born in 1781, and then
twenty-one years old.

5 On the hights of Queenstown in 1812,
Oct. 13, there was a hard fought battle be-
tween the Dritish and Americans, in which
the Americans seemed to have the victory,
but by the coming up of British reinforce-
ments they at last were beaten.

¢ Now spelled Chippewa. This was about
two miles from the Falls, on the Canada side.
At this place in 1814, July 6, there was an
obstinate battle between the British and Amer-
icans, in which the British were beaten.

7 This suggestion proved true. He never
left the soil of his native land again.

$ Along the north shore of Lake Erie.
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Very hot. Quite weak with the dysentery. Concluded to tarry here for the
present at a tavern.

18. There are but eight or nine families in this place. The Seneca
nation of Indians, more than sixteen hundred, about four miles from here.
Afternoon preached to a few. Forenoon unable., Some rain,

19. Saw some formerly Connecticut people. Am some better of my dis-
order. Read the Jfalian Nun. Wrote. At night quite unwell. Felt very
gloomy at being so far from friends.

20. Left Buffalo. A man walking kept my company as far as I went.
Rode fourteen miles. Tarried at a Mr. Phelps's, formerly from Norfolk, in an
extra fine old opening. Quite feeble. Very warm. Passed four houses.

21. Through divine mercy my disorder is evidently abating. Rode on
alone by five or six houses, then eighteer; miles without a house. 26. Tar-
ried at a tavern. The flies excessively troublesome, I imagine about one
half of the way from Buffalo here, is old openings.*

22. Had company. I think I derive much benefit in my disorder from
burnt brandy. Rode to Batavia, five miles to Genesee River. 24; and to
West Bloomfield. 12. 41. Tarried at a tavern. Made welcome. The heat
very severe. I felt while beyond the Genesee River as if I was in an uncivil-
ized country. From where I tarried to Canandaigua, thirteen miles. 1.63.

23. Rode to East Bloumfield,’ 6; and where 1 feel myself among ac-
quaintances and friends. I must record the goodness of God, which has been
my protector and guard since I left this place. He has been my whole
support in sickness and trial, otherwise friendless and unsupported. Blessed
be his name. I cannot be sufficiently thankful. Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Afternoon attended with several ministers on a council about difficulties in
this church.

24. Am still unwell, but through great mercy my health and strength are
evidently gaining. Visited, Afternoon rode to West Bloomfield.* Eat green

peas.

25. Preached. Mr, Hotchkin,® a candidate preaching here, supplied a

* He saw this place in its earliest infancy.
The town was laid out in 1801. There was
no church organized here till 1812,

* Old openings, or oak openings, as they
are sometimes called. These were supposed
to be places which the Indians in times past
had burned over in order to secure open past-
ure grounds for their deer. Dr. Dwight, in
his journeys through this region in 1804, says
in his Book of Tvavels, fourth volume :

“When one of these plains is seen at a
little distance, a traveller emerging from the
forest naturally concludes that it is the com-
mencement of a settled country, and as he
advances towards it is instinctively led to cast
his eye forward to find the village of which
this is the outskirt, From this impression

the mind will be unable to free itself ; for the
thought, though given up, will recur again
and again in spite of his absolute conviction
that he is in the heart of an immense wilder-
ness. At the same time a sense of stillness
and solitude, a feeling of absolute retirement
from the world, deeper and more affecting
than any which he had even suspected be-
fore, will be forced upon him while he is rov-
ing over one of these sequestered regions.”

3In 1796 a Congregational church was
organized at East Bloomfield.

4 In 1799 a Congregatwnal church was or-
ganized at West Bloomficld.

$ Rev. James H. Hotchkin, a graduate of
Williams College, 1800, ordained pastor at
West Bloomfield, May 19, 1863. In his later
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neighboring town. Some awakening here.
Bloomfield, and preached a third sermon. I never preached three sermons i
a day before. This a very respectable society.

26. Left Bloomfield in company with Mr. Williston.® Rode through Can-
andaigua to the north of Geneva, to the village of Cayuga, at the east end of
the bridge. 36. Tarried at a tavern. Fields of grain in their glory. People
finishing haying. Never a better season. Very great crops of grass and
grain through the country. Will God dispose his people to remember the
great Giver. so.

27. The earth begins to suffer considerably with a drought. Called on
Rev. Mr. Higgins® at Aurelius. He preaches at five places in this town.
Arrived safely at Marcellus,’ 20; just three weeks from the time I left here.
I pray for gratitude to that glorious Being who has been my kind and merciful
preserver and benefactor. zs.

28. I apprehend yesterday and today to be the hottest days we have had
this year. Walked out. Wrote. Afternoon Mr. Williston came here and
preached a lecture. Read the Bible.

29. People are generally finishing their haying; never a better season.
This week they are harvesting generally at the westward, but a little later
here. Afternoon some rain upon the parching earth. Read the Specdator.

30. A very refreshing rain, to the joy of all. While we rejoice may we be
thankful. People here appear very anxious to have me continue with them.
Will God direct me. Read.

31. Finished reading the first volume of the Spectator. Read the Bible.
Wrote to my parents. May I never forget the mercies of God, which I have

After meeting rode to East

enjoyed this month.
AvuGusT.

1. Lowery. Meeting thin.
thing serious.
appear to prevail some.

2, Read. Visited a sick woman.

Fine weather.

People pretty attentive and apparently some-
May the Almighty power of God enforce divine truth. Fevers

Worked some in reaping.
3. Rode to the east part of the town.
The grain generally very heavy on the ground, but some

People in the heat of harvest.

shrunk. Accounts from different parts of the country, however, represent the

harvest as very great.

May this be a prelude of a glorious harvest of souls.

4. Read newspapers. The turnpike from Albany to Canandaigua pro-

gressing very fast.

years he was the author of a valuable book
entitled, History of Western New York, He
was a native of Cornwall, Ct., and his father,
Rev. Beriah Hotchkin, made A.M. at Yale,
1794, was a native of Guilford. Both father
and son were able workers among the early
churches of New York.

! See previous note, July 12.

2 Rev. David Higgins, a native of Connec-

ticut, graduated at Yale, 1785, licensed by the
Hartford South Association, June, 1786, ap-
pointed by the General Association of Con-
necticut missionary to New York, 1794. He
was settled at Aurelius, Oct. 6, 1802.

3 This town of Marcellus was commenced
in 1795, and a Congregational church was
organized 1801, That church became Presby-
terian in after years.
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5. Rode to the western part of the town and back. Afternoon a hard

shower. Got very wet.

6. Rode out and visited. People here generally appear prosperous in

business.

7. Visited a young man very sick. Read. Warm.

8. Preached in a barn. Meeting very full. Quite warm. At night saw
Mr. Thomas Wilcox, of Norfolk, on his way from New Connecticut.

9. Drew a plan of a public house in this place. Visited. The defection
of Col. Burr® from the Democratic party produces great controversies among
them, and is like to unfold great scenes of iniquity.

10. Extremely warm. Rode to the western part of the town. Mr. Bush-

nell,’ the missionary, called upon me.

Received a letter from Mr. Medad

Curtis, of Onondaga, and wrote to him in reply.

11. Rode to the ell® of this town, and preached a lecture. The first ser-
mon ever preached in the place. There is now a flourishing settlement,
where the first family went in April of last year. Returned quite tired. I am

this day twenty-five years old.

12. Last night a hard and very refreshing rain. Wrote, Rode out.

13. Rode and visited all day. Quite cool. The people here generally
appear desirous to have me return to them.

14. Read the Bible. Rode out. Afternoon attended a conference.

15. Quite warm. Very full meeting. May the blessing of a merciful
heaven rest upon this town. Received ten dollars of this society. 75.

16. Left Marcellus in company with Mr. Bradley* for Connecticut. Will
a merciful God favor me with a prosperous journey. Rode through Onondaga

to Manlius. 22. Tarried at a tavern.

17. Rode through Cazenovia, Oneida, Vemon, to Paris. 35. Visited Mr.
Norton* and Mr. Kirkland.* Tarried with Mr. Porter.”

18. Rode to my sister's. Blessed be a holy God, who has thus far pre-
served me on my long journey. At evening rode to New Hartford. Very

kindly received by friends.

19. Visited. Left New Hartford.

Rode through Utica, crossed the

Mohawk River for the first time to Deerfield,® through Schuyler to Herkimer.

14. Tarried at a tavern,

20. Rode through Fairfield, Salisbury, and Palantine, to Johnstown. 43.

! Yet Aaron Burr was the man whom the
religious people of New England wanted for
President in place of Mr. Jefferson.

? Rev. Jedediah Bushnell, D. D., born at
Saybrook, Ct., 1769, graduated at Williams
College, 1797; studied theology with Rev.
Mr. Judson, of Sheffield, Mass. After being
licensed to preach, he went West and preached
in Canandaigua, N.'Y. He was appointed
by the missionary society of Connecticut to
labor in New York and Vermont. After-

wards settled at Cornwall, Vt., 1803-1836.
He died in 1846.

3 Probably a formation like the L part of
a house.

4 Hon. Dan Bradley already noticed.

5 Rev. Asahel H. Norton.

¢ Rev. Samuel Kirkland,

7 Rev. Robert Porter.

® Deerfield, in Oneida County, organized
1798, one hundred miles west of Albany. It
has now a Congregational church.

s
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Tarried at a tavern. Saw the locks at the Little Falls; six locks and twelve

pair of gates.
21.

78.

Rode through Broadalbin, Galloway, Milton, to Ballston.

28. Viewed

the springs. A very great number of people at them. The water very loath-

some.! Quite hot.
22. Preached for Mr. Bradley.
poor.

Tarried with Mr. Bradley.
Congregation not large.
Very warm. Affected in my nerves, *

1.13.
House very

23. Parted with my company, Mr. Bradley. Rode through Malta, Still-
water, crossed the Hudson River, Schaghticoke, recrossed the river, Half-

moon, Waterford to Watervliet,

24.
derhook, Claverack, to Hudson.*

25.

Tarried at a tavern.

Rode through Albany, crossed the Hudson, Greenbush, Schodack, Kin-
Tarried at a tavern.
place on a situation quite unhandsome.
Rode from Hudson to Livingston.

This a flourishing
Extremely hot. 48.
Very kindly received and agree-

ably entertained at Mr. H. W. Livingston’s.’ This situation one of the
pleasantest I ever saw. Read Wood’s* History of President Adams's Adminis-

tration.
summer.

26. Read. Mr. Livingston and lady very agreeable.

just at evening. Tarried at a tavern,
27.

Yesterday and today are thought to be clearly the hottest days of this

Rode to Ancram

Rode on in the town of Livingston, to Salisbury, Ct.,, Canaan, and
Norfolk, my much loved native town.

At my father’s house found all well.

A holy God has thus preserved me through a long journey, in infinite mercy

and brought me home surrounded with infinite blessings.
Bless the Lord, my soul.*

all his goodness.

' He was probably a novice in the busi-
ness of drinking mineral waters,

* Hudson is in Columbia County, N. Y.,
on the high bank east side of Hudson River,
twenty miles or more below Albany. Hudson
was founded in 1783 by enterprising men
from Rhode Island and Nantucket. Its growth
was rapid.

3 This was on the old Livingston manor,
the first founder and proprietor of which was
Robert Livingston, who came to this country
from Scotland about 1672. It has been a
family of eminent men, not a few of whom
have been distinguished in the public service.
Nine men of this family name have been grad-
uated at Yale College, four at Harvard, and
two at Williams. The member of the family
who entertained Mr. Robbins was a Yale
graduate of 1786, Hon. Henry W. Livingston,
Member of Congress, Judge and Ambassador
to France. Yet he died in 1810 at the early
age of forty-two.

4 John Wood, a native of Scotland, who
edited a paper in Kentucky called the Wes~
¢ern World, and a paper at Washington, the

Blessed be God for

Atlantic World. His History of the Adminis-
tration of John Adams was published in 1802,
Mr. Robbins probably found it as a book fresh
from the press at the house of Mr. Livingston.

$ Ancram was within the Livingston manor,
and was so named from the parish in Scot-
Jand where Rev. John Livingston, father of
Robert the founder, lived and preached.

¢ Mr. Robbins left his home the year be-
fore, September 23, He had been absent
eleven months and four days. We gave his
debt and credit account up to the time of his
leaving Charlotte. He reached New Iart-
ford, Oneida County, N. Y., about the begin-
ning of 1802, with forty dollars and twenty-
six cents in his pocket. When he reached
Norfolk in August that year, after his long
journey to Niagara, by his preaching at New
Hartford and other places, he had covered
all expenses, bought books, etc, and bad
on hand one hundred and thirty-one dollars
and ninety-six cents. His journey since leav-
ing Norfolk, the year before, had been not
far from two thousand miles, made wholly on
horseback.
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28. Worked some. Wrote, I think my parents are more healthy and
smart then they were a year ago. A hard rain. On the 24th bought a ticket
in the lottery for the encouragement of literature in that State.! No. 10,046,

price six dollars.

29. Quite rainy. Afternoon preached for my father. At evening attended

a conference.

30. My parents, my sister, and brother,® set out for Williamstown. Set
out myself. Rode to Becket. Tarried with Esq. Kingsley. This town in a

critical situation.

31. Rode to Williamstown. Very warm. At evening attended exhibition.

SEPTEMBERER.

1. Attended the Commencement. The exercises very good. My brother
James delivered a very good poem.* Quite warm. Political matters seem to

be much more still here than formerly.

2. Cooler. Visited. Read newspapers. The situation of this college is

quite flourishing.

3. Rode to Bennington by request to preach on the next Sabbath, Tar-
ried with Col. Robinson.* At night quite rainy.
4. Read. Walked out and visited. Party spirit appears to be much

moderated in this town.

5. Cold and rainy. A very great change of weather in a few days. Thin
meeting. There has been but little regular preaching here since Mr. Swift

was dismissed.*

6. Left Bennington, rode to Lanesborough.

Collins.*

Tarried with Rev. Mr.

7. Rode to Partridgefield,” took the dimensions of their meeting-house.
Rode back to Dalton, to attend an ordination.* Heard Mr. Jennings ex-

amined in council.

T New York, for he was in that State on
the 24th. At that day good people thought
it right to set up lotteries for various impor-
tant purposes.

2 His brother Francis and sister Sarah.

3 This was the graduating day of James
Watson Robbins, and his father, two broth-
ers, Thomas and Francis Le Baron, and his
sister Sarah, were present.

¢ Moses Robinson, born in Hardwick,
Mass., in 1741, was one of the early settlers
and principal citizens of Bennington, Vt. Ie
was Colonel in the Revolutionary army, and
afterwards Governor of the State of Vermont,
and United States Senator.

% Rev. Job Swift, D. ., who was settled
in Bennington, Vt., in 1786, was dismissed
Junc 7, 1801.

& Rev. Daniel Collins, native of Guilford,
Ct, graduated at Yale, 1760, pastor at Lanes-
borough, Mass., 1764~1822.

7 Partridgefield is now the town of Peru.

* Rev. Ebenezer Jennings, a native of
Windham, Ct., graduated at Williams, 1800,
was ordained at Dalton, Sept. 8, 1802, and
remained there till 1834. It will doubtless
have been noticed in the foregoing pages how
many of the ministers and prominent men in
Western Massachusetts came from Connec-
ticut. A sentence from the American Quar-
terly Register, Vol. VIL, p. 37, will help to
illustrate this. Speaking of the ministers of
Berkshire County down to the year 1834, the
writer says: “ Forty-three of the ministers
were born in Connecticut, thirty in Massa-
chusetts, three in New VYork, two in New
Hampshire, two in Vermont, and one in each
of the States of New Jersey and Maine. The
birthplace of one is not ascertained. Thirty-
nine were educated at Yale College, sixteen
at Williams, seven at Harvard, six at Dart-
mouth, four at Union, three at Princeton,
two at Middlebury, and one at Ambherst.
Seven were not publicly educated.”
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8. Attended the ordination. A large collection of people. Rode to
Middlefield. Tarried with Mr. Nash.® Towards night felt very unwell.

9. Rode to Becket. Agreed to come here to preach after the next
Sabbath. Rode to Pittsfield. Grow constantly more unwell.

10. My appetite gone. Anxious to get to Bennington. Rode with
difficulty to Williamstown. Could get no further. May I acquiesce in the
righteous dispensation of an holy Providence. Tarried at Prof. Fitch's. At
evening was bled,* and took physic. Much distressed.

11. My disorder seems to be a canker with a pretty high fever. Took
physic morning and evening. Can sit up but little.

12. Much distressed in my head.

Took physic.

No appetite. Vomit considerably.

13. My physic operated powerfully, Feel some relief. Quite warm.

14. Was bled. Very weak. The soreness of my throat abates. Ex-
tremely hot. On the 1:th wrote to Col. Robinson, Bennington.

15. Through the blessing of a merciful Providence, I think I am gaining
moderately. Stepped out of the house. Last night a hard shower. Weather

more comfortable.

16. Read some, which hurt me. My head very weak.
17. Walked out a little way. I gain strength very slowly.

18. Cool. Able to read some.
through the country.

19. Have something of a diarrhcea.
be God that I may enter his house.

Considerably sickly in this town and

Afternoon attended meeting. Blessed

20. Showery. Readsome. Troubled with a pain and dizziness in my head.

21. Wrote to Col. Robinson, Bennington. Received five dollars from
Bennington. Received a letter from Col. Robinson. z.00.

22. Quite rainy. Read. I gain strength but moderately. Intended to
have set out for home today, had the weather been favorable. Traded. ¢6.

23. Read the Pursuits of Literature.’

The president received a letter from

my father informing that he had heard and was very anxious about my sick-

ness. Steadily wet.

24. Read newspapers. Afternoon the rain stopped. Paid the doctor’s
bill, three and one-half dollars. Rode to Mr. Swift’s.* Blessed be a holy
God, who has thus far raised me to health, that I may set out for home. Will

he carry me to my father’s house.

25. Clear weather. Rode moderately. Am more weak than I expected.
Rode to Pittsfield. Tarried with Mr. Gold.*

! Rev. Jonathan Nash, Middlefield, was in
Hampshire County, and Mr. Nash was pas-
tor there 1792-1832.

* Bleeding was the common practice then,
but now for many years almost entirely aban-
doned, except in a few peculiar cases. It is
sometimes claimed that bleeding was the right
thing then, when, owing to the change in the
human constitution, it would be wrong now.

3 The Pursuits of Literature was a poem
published in Philadelphia in 1800.

¢Rev. Seth Swift, pastor at Williams-
town, already noticed.

8 Thomas Gold, Esq., a prominent lawyer
in Pittsfield, was born in Cornwall, Ct, grad-
uated at Yale in 1778. His son, Thomas A.
Gold, also a lawyer, was graduated at Will-
iams, 1806.
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Afternoon preached for Mr.

Allen,* he performing the fore part of the exercise.

27. Rode to Barrington.?

Tarried at a tavern. Qﬁite tired.

Some

reports are circulating respecting Mr. Jefferson, which it is thought will render

his character infamous.?
28. Rode home.

Thanks be to God’s great name.

My brother N.’s wife

has lately lain in, and is very sick. My Uncle L. Le Baron,* his wife and son,

at my father’s.
best piece of painting in America.

29. Walked out. Quite feeble.
ciation.

Called at Capt. Clark’s in Sheffield, and saw, I presume, the

Read. My father returned from asso-

30. Afternoon attended the weekly concert of prayer, which is attended

here and in many places.
State.

Ocrosss.

It is feared the Democrats are increasing in this

1. My Uncle Le Baron set off on his journey. Read the Vagabdond. On
the 28th ult., received a request from the committee of South Canaan?® to

preach with them. Wrote.

2. Read. Afternoon tried to work some.

Am still quite feeble. There

have been no frosts to stop the growth of vegetables till this week.
3. Afternoon preached. At evening attended a conference. Last even-

ing caught a hard cold.

4. Quite sick with a cold. Bonaparte® has new modelled the French
government, and is probably the most powerful sovereign in Europe.

5. Wrote to President Fitch, Williamstown.

Williamstown. Have a bad cough.
6. Looked over my books.

7. Rode out.
though yet very low.

8. Wrote to the committee of South Canaan.

Becket.
White.”
9. Rode to Becket.

But just able to ride.

! Rev. Thomas Allen, native of North-
ampton, graduated at Harvard College, 1762,
pastor at Pittsfield, 1764~1810. Sometimes
called “the fighting parson,” from his cour-
age and activity in the Revolutionary struggle.

# Great Barrington.

3 It was not safe at that time to accept
New England rumors concerning Mr. Jeffer-
son.

4 Rev. Lemuel Le Baron, of Rochester,
Mass. (Mattapoisett), his wife, who was Eliz-
abeth Allen, of Martha's Vineyard, and prob-
ably his son Lemuel, who was graduated
three years before (1799) at Brown University.

Have lost some small ones.
not be able to preach for some time.
Quite warm. Hope my brother N.'s wife is recovering,

My brother J. set off for

Fear I shall

Afternoon set out for

Rode to Sandersfield. Tarried with Mr.

Much fatigued. Very warm for the season.

$ This was the parish where Rev. Daniel
Farrand had then been pastor for fifty years.
He was still living, but died in the following
year. He was probably too infirm to supply
the pulpit.

® Aug. 2, 1802, Bonaparte was made first
Consul for life. This was a very important
point gained in his career of ambition and
power.

7 Rev. Levi White, native of Randolph,
Mass., graduated at Dartmouth, 1796. Set-
tled in Sandisfield, 1798, as colleague with
Rev. Elcazar Storrs, and remaining there
until 182, Mr. Storrs died in 1810.
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10. Was enabled through divine mercy to preach both parts of the day.

- Though quite too weak to have attempted it had not the situation of this

people been critical.® There were two burials.
11. Very lame with a rheumatism in my left leg. Never had so severe a

turn. Cool. Read.
12. My lameness a little better.
infant child.

Afternoon attended the funeral of an

13. Read the Bible. Quite confined. A great deal of travel this season.
14. Read all day. Political matters pretty still in the country. The

harvest of corn rather light.

15. Rainy. Read Fries's trial. My lameness is much worse than it has
been. At night my knee was so painful I could hardly sleep.

16. Quite rainy. Wrote. The people here generally appear anxious to
have me continue with them, though I think there is not that perfect union
there was a year ago. Wrote to Col. Lawrence, of Marcellus.

17. My lameness is much better than it has been. Attended the funeral
of a child. The congregation here sing very well.

18. Remarkably warm for the season, Read Mr. Strong's*® Benevolence and

Misery® Wrote.

19. Rode to Lenox to attend the association of this county.* Visited at

Mr. Goodwin’s.® Cool.

20. Mr. D. L. Perry,® of Richmond, was approbated to preach. After
association rode to Stockbridge with Dr. West. Had an agreeable visit at his

house.

21. Rode to Lee. Preached a lecture for Mr. Hyde.” Very little special

serious attention in the country.

22. Rode to Becket. Visited. Read the Bible. 2s.

23. My cough something troublesome. The society’s committee called to
see me. Read. Wrote. Troubled some with a pain in my breast,

24. Very cool for the season. Afternoon preached principally without

writing.

25. Attended the funeral of a child. Rode to Stockbridge. Visited Mr.
Hyde at Lee. Tarried with Mr. Woodbridge.*
26. Rode home. My mamma has been very sick some days with nervous

disorder; but now hopefully recovering.

27. Read. Rainy. Very little cider made in the country thisyear. Read

the Vagabond?

! The people of Becket seem to have had
no settled minister from the time Rev. Za-
dock Hunn left them in 1788, until Rev.
Joseph L. Mills was installed there in 1806

* Dr. Nathan Strong, of Hartford.

3 The more exact title of the book is
Eternal Misery Reconciled with the Bemevolence
of God.

4 Berkshire County, Mass.

$ His mother’s cousin,

¢ David L. Perry, who was graduated at

Williams, 1798, and had been tutor at the
College. In 1804, he was settled in Sharon,
Ct., where he remained till his death in 183s.

7 Dr. Alvan Hyde, native of Franklin, Ct.,
graduate of Dartmouth, pastor at Lee, 1792~
1833, a leading minister and theological
teacher.

¢ Gen. Jonathan Woodbridge.

9 This book has been before mentioned,
probably some novel then new and current,
but like hundreds of others not enduring.
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28. Traded. 1.09. Wrote to my cousin S. P. Robbins, now in the district
of Maine,

29. Read. Afternoon set out on a journey. Rode to Colebrook, tarried
with my brother Ammi.

30. Rode to Farmington. Quite cold for the season. Tarried with Mr.
Washburn.*

31. Rainy. Preached for Mr. Washburn. This society very large. My
cough seems to have principally left me.

Noveussz.
1. Some very elegant houses building in this town. Rode to Hartford.

Tarried at Mr. Strong’s.

2. Rode to Durham. Middletown has but little appearance of trade or

business. Tarried with Mr. Smith.?

3. It snowed considerably. Concluded to make a little stay here. Very

kindly entertained. Read poetry.

4. Read the Magasine® The prospect of Christianizing the Indians at

present appears pretty small.

Afternoon preached a sacramental lecture for

Mr. Smith. At evening attended a conference,
5. Rode to Branford.* Visited. Tarried with Mr. Huntington.

6. Rode to Guilford and to Durham.

Warm for the season. 28.

7. Preached for Mr. Smith. At evening attended a conference. People
very inquisitive about important doctrines.
8. Rode to North Killingworth, and visited Mr. Andrews.® Prayed at

the opening of the town-meeting.’
lecture for Mr. Brainerd.*

Rode to Guilford. Preached an evening
Some seriousness here,

9. Rode to Chatham. Attended a ministers’ meeting at Mr. West’s.?

10. Rode to Marlborough and to Hebron.
Very warm. Rode to Colchester.

11,

Tarried with Mr. Bassett.”
Visited Mr. Robbins ;" quite poor.

Rode to Millington. Tarried with Mr. Lyman.”
12. Afternoon preached a lecture for Mr. Lyman. Rode in the evening to

! Rev. Joseph Washburn, pastor at Farm-
ington, Mass., 1795-1805, a graduate of Yale,
1793

2 David Smith, D. D., a native of Bozrah,
Ct., graduate of Yale, 1795, pastor at Dur-
bam, Ct., 1799-1832.

3 No magazine, in those parts then, but
the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine ; and
this was the number probably for November,
1802.

4 Where his grandfather Robbins was
settled.

$ Rev. Lynde Huntington, a native of
Norwich, Ct., graduate of Yale, 1788, pastor
at Branford, 1795~1804, when he died after a
short ministry.

¢ Rev. Josiah B. Andrews, settled in April,

1802, dismissed in April, 1811. Graduated
at Yale, 1797.

7 A general custom in the old New Eng-
land days, and not yet entirely discontinued.

® Rev. Israel Brainerd, a graduate of Yale,
1797, pastor at Guilford, 1801-1806. After-
wards removed to Verona, N. Y. Died 1854.

9 East Hampton in Chatham, Rev. Joel
West, pastor 1792-1825, graduate of Dart-
mouth, 1789,

1 Rev. Amos Bassett, D. D.

! Rev. Robert Robbins, pastor in West-
chester parish (Colchester), 1764-1804, grad-
uate of Yale, 1760. -

12 Rev. William Lyman, D. D., pastor at
Millington (East Haddam), 1787-1823, grad-
uate of Yale, 1784.
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Hadlyme. Tarried with Mr. Vaill.!

On the 1oth ministers at East Hampton

desired me to be at Haddam next Sabbath, now vacant.?

13. Rode to Haddam. Quite a rough town. Staid at Dr. Brainerd’s.’
This week has been remarkably warm and pleasant.

14. Pretty full meeting. Large house. My cough has not entirely left
me. At evening attended a conference. Quite full. The committee re-
quested me to be here the next Sabbath.

15. Read Shakespeare’s plays.
Saybrook.

Had a request to go and preach at

16. Had company. Read. My salt-rheum something troublesome. Wrote.

T. Paine has arrived at Baltimore.*

17. Wrote. Rainy. E. Kirby® had fifty-three votes in the House of
Representatives in this State for Senator in Congress.

18. Worked some. Read Shakespeare. Wrote a small dialogue.

19. Considerable controversy in this town respecting a turnpike road.

Had company. Read.

20. .Read the Bible. Quite warm. O for a due preparation for the

approaching Sabbath.
21. Had a large congregation.
conference.

People very attentive at meeting and

22. Rode out and visited. Considerable ship building done here. At

night rainy.

23. The storms this fall are all short and clear off warm. Saw a vessel
launched. Began a sermon for Thanksgiving on Isa. xii: 2.

24. Wrote. Some pain in my breast. Finished my sermon on Isa. xii: 2.

25. This day is Thanksgiving in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, and Connecticut. Will a holy God give us grateful hearts, and hear

the prayers of his people.

26. Read Shakespeare. Afternoon rode out and visited. At night rainy.

27. Read the Bible. At evening Mr. Williston® arrived from Vermont,
who is engaged to preach here for some time.

28. Mr. Williston rode to East Haddam. At evening preached at the

conference. Very full.

29. Received ten dollars from the committee of this society. The com-
mittee expressed a wish that I would not be soon engaged. Left Haddam.
Rode to Durham. Tarried with Mr. Smith.”

* Rev. Joseph Vaill, a native of Litchfield,
Ct., graduated at Dartmouth, 1778, pastor at
Hadlyme, 1780-1838.

* Rev. Eleazar May, graduated at Yale in
1752, and settled in Haddam in 1754, was
now in his old age, and had withdrawn from
the active duties of the ministry. He died
the following year, 1803.

3 Haddam was the special home of the
Brainerds, the descendants of Daniel Brain-
erd, who, removing from Hartford, settled
there in the early New England years.

4 Jefferson gave him permission the year
previous, to come over in one of our govern-
ment ships. He reached Baltimore in October.

S Ephraim Kirby, of the class of 1787 at
Yale. He was not however elected.

% Rev. David H. Williston, a graduate of
Yale, 1787. Sent by the Connecticut Mis-
sionary Society to labor among the new set-
tlements in Vermont. He was a sturdy
Christian worker living on to nearly eigbty
years of age.

7 Dr. David Smith. See note Nov. 2, 1802,
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30. Rode to New Haven.
tarried at a tavern. Traded.

Visited friends.
1.96. The warmest and pleasantest November
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Rode out of town, and

I ever knew. The Thanksgiving day was singularly so.

Drczusxx

I. in the forenoon very rainy. Afternoon rode to the lower part of

Litchfield. Tarried at a tavern.
2. Rode home.

My mamma much healthier than when I left home.

My

father has received a letter from Becket informing him that the church and

society have unanimously given me a call to settle with them.
T. Paine is very intimate with Mr. Jefferson. He is publish-

3. Wrote.
ing letters to the people.

I am sorry.

4 Rode through New Marlborough to Becket. Bad riding. The people
here appear to have been in some anxious suspense about my absence,

5. A hard storm of rain.
town. Read the Bible.

My health much better than when I left the

6. Read Cormick’s® Confinuation of the English History. Quite cold.

Had company.

7. Read. Rode out and visited. I feel a very great disinclination to

settling in this place.

8, Attended an ecclesiastical council which met in this place in conse-

quence of difficulties in the church.?

Quite winter weather.

9. I hope and trust the result of the council here will be of essential

service to this church and society. Visited a school.

Lloyd's * Continuation.

10. Extreme cold. Visited two schools.

Very cold. Read

My salt-rheum troublesome.

1r. It snowed some. Weather moderated. Read Lloyd. Had company.
12. Pleasant. This congregation I think considerably smaller than a

-medium in the country.
13. Rode home.
still feeble.

Quite cold. My mamma better than she has been, but

14. It snowed some. Worked some. Worked a difficult question in

arithmetic.

15. Read newspapers. Strong symptoms of renewed hostilities in Europe.
Will a holy God mercifully avert the evil.

16. Extreme cold. Much the most severe weather we have had this year..
No snow for sleighing. Visited at my brother Nathaniel’s.*

17. The thermometer stood this morning at ten below zero. Walked out..

Read.

N
18. It snowed some. Weather less severe. Rode to New Marlborough:
to exchange with Mr, Catlin,* who went to Becket.

' C. M. Cormick, before mentioned, who
wrote the History of England from the death
of George 11, to the peace of 1783.

* We have not been able to find the par-
ticular matter of difficulty for which the coun-
cil was called, but the church was in a weak
and troubled state for some years.

3 Thomas Lloyd wrote the History of Eng-

land down to the year 1764. This was pub-
lished in London, 1764.

4 His home was in Norfolk.

S Rev. Jacob Catlin, D. D., native of Har--
winton, Ct., graduated at Yale, 1784, pastor
of First Church in New Marlborough, Mass.,.
1787-1826. An able preacher and theological.
teacher.
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19. The weather moderates, This society rather small. At evening
attended a singing meeting.
20. Rode to Canaan. Visited Mr. Farrand.! Quite poor. Bought of

him one third of Poole’s* Syngpsés for twenty shillings. Rode home. Warm
for the season. .

21. Rainy. Finished reading the Vagabond. At evening walked out.

22. Finished reading Lloyd’s History. May I retain things which are
useful. My mamma feeble. .

23. Wrote. Afternoon attended the weekly concert of prayer. Quite
rainy. Switzerland making a struggle to regain her lost liberties, It appears
to be vain to contend against Bonaparte. On the 17th wrote to Mr.
Redfield, a society committee of Saybrook. Through the great goodness of a
holy God, my cough, with which I have been afflicted nearly three months,
appears to have left me. Blessed be God for all his goodness.

24. A very sudden change in the weather last night. Quite cold. Rode
to Becket. Very bad riding. Got only to lower part of the town.

25. Began to read Payne's Geography’ May 1 be able to finish it and
derive useful information. Read the Bible.

26. Meetings here must be quite thin in uncomfortable weather. Read
the President’s message to Congress. He appears to have but one object,
popularity.*

27. The committee of the church and society in this town, presented to me
an invitation to settle with them in the ministry. The union is said to be
great. O for divine guidance and direction that I may know what to do.

28. Rode out and visited a school. Quite warm and rainy. The ground
appears to be breaking up. Wrote to Mr. D. Risley,* Whitestown.

29. Visited two schools. The schools in this town under pretty good
regulations. But I think there is considerably less schooling in this State
than in Connecticut.® Read.

30. Read Payne’s Geggraphy.
changes of weather.

31. Wrote a piece for publication.
Review.

Wrote. Cold. We have very sudden

Read the Bible. Read the New York

! Mr. Farrand, as before said, was quite
aged, and though still pastor in name, had
given up mainly the care of his parish.

* Matthew Poole, born at York, England,
1624, died 1679. His Symopsis Criticorum
has long been a well-known work among
scholars,

3 John Payne’s Unsversal Geography, Lon-
don, 1791, two volumes, folio.

4 Hard to see anything good in Mr. Jeffer-
son.

S David Risley, spoken of in previous
note.

¢ At that time, the common schools of
Connecticut were accounted superior to those
of any other State. Afterwards, for a time,
she depended too much upon her school fund,
but now taxes herself freely.
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Jaxvary.

1. Attempted to give thanks to God for the kind preservation of another

year,
cold.

mons’s® Sermons.
3. Read Payne's Geography.

Finished my former diary, and prepared this.

Read the Bible. Quite

[
2. Meeting full and serious. At evening had company. Read Dr. Em-

In the afternoon this society had a meeting

and voted me a salary of three hundred and sixty-seven dollars on condition of

my settling with them.

4. Quite cold. The ground covered with snow, but no sleighing.

s. Rode to Stockbridge.
wrote last week is published.
6. Last night a very hard rain.

Tarried with Mr. E. Brown.!

The piece I

Warm. Returned to Becket.

7. Rode out and visited. The people here prapose to give me some
assistances in addition to the salary of three hundred and sixty-seven dollars.
They appear universally desirous to have me continue with them, but I feel at

present that I shall not.?

8. Read Payne’s Geggraphy. Read the Bible,

Wrote.

9. Extreme cold. Very bad going. Had company. Read the Bible.

1o. Received of this society forty-five dollars. Left Becket.
Rode to my father’s.
Bought a cow for sixteen dollars.

shall not return.

11. Warmer. Worked some.

Perhaps I

This

town considerably agitated in consequence of a man lately running away in

the debt of many people.
12. Rainy. Wrote.

ford. Tarried with Mr. Mills.*
13. Bad riding. Very muddy.

! Dr. Nathaniel Emmons, native of East
Haddam, Ct., graduate of Yale, 1767, pastor
at Franklin, Mass,, 1773-1840. Dr. Sprague
in Annals of the Amevican Pulpit (Congrega-
tional), Vol. 1, p. 699, says: “Dr. Emmons
published five octavo volumes of sermons on
Christian Doctyine and Duty, and one vol-
ume of occasional sermons ranging from 1800
to 1826.”

2 Ephraim Brown was one of the men who
went from Spencer, Mass., to Stockbridge to
assist Rev. John Sargent in his work among
the Indians. This E. Brown may have been
a son of his.
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Rode to Berlin.!

Afternoon set out for Saybrook. Rode to Torring-

Tarried at a tavern.

3 It was a cause of pain to Mr. Robbins
to refuse these hearty overtures for settle-
ment, He would have been much better
pleased if the people of Becket had not asked
him to settle.

4 Rev. Samuel J. Mills, father of Samuel
J. Mills, Jr., of Foreign Mission memories.

$In Berlin, Rev. Evans Johns, a Welsh-
man, educated in England, and for some time
minister at Bury St. Edmunds, had been set-
tled the June before. He was probably such
an entire stranger that Mr. Robbins would
not tax him for the usual ministerial hospi-
tality.
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14. Rode to Middletown. Afternoon and at night it rained very hard.

Tarried at a tavern.

15. Rode through Haddam to Saybrook. The people appear to have been

in anxious expectation of my coming.

16. This society appears to be small.

It is the third society in the town.

They sing very well.! At evening had company.

17. Read Fuller's*® Gosgel its Own Witness. 1 live at a Mr. Kelsey's.
At evening called to see a Mrs. Devotion,* widow of the late minister.

18. Finished reading Fuller. Very cold. The people.here do consider-
able in coast navigation.* Had company.

19. Read the Bible. Extreme cold. Read the Biographical Mirror®

Walked out.

20. No more snow to be seen than in summer. Wrote. Had company.

The singers met here and sang.

21. Read. Very still times in the country respecting political matters.

Walked out and visited.

22. Finished reading the Biographical Mirror. Read Night Thoughts.
This week has been steadily very cold, but no snow.

23. Preached upon Means. People here pretty ignorant concerning doc-
trines. At evening attended a singing meeting; prayed in it.

24. Began to read Dr. Robertson’s® History of Charles V. Visited a
young woman" very sick. The committee of this society requested me to

preach with them for the present.

25. Last night very sick. I suppose in consequence of eating clams.
Read. Walked out. At night it rained some,

26. Read Robertson. Warm. Rode to the old society in this town, and
attended a funeral of a man who, in middle age and perfect health, was found

dead in his bed yesterday morning.

27. The President has appointed Gov. Munroe’ Envoy Extraordinary to
Spain. It snowed considerably. At night there was a ball where I live. 1
went ® and spent the evening, and slept at a neighbor’s.

* It will have been noticed that Mr. Rob-
bins often speaks of the singing in the par-
ishes where he preaches.

2 Rev. Andrew Fuller, an eminent Baptist
divine born at Wicken, Eng., 1754, died at
Kittering, 1815,

3 Rev. John Devotion had been pastor of
the Third Church in Saybrook (now West-
brook) from October, 1757, to September,
1802, when he died. Ebenezer Devotion, his
brother, was pastor of Scotland Parish (Wind-
ham), 1735-1771, and they were sons of Rev.
Ebenezer Devotion, pastor at Suffield, Ct.,

1710-1741. The father was a graduate of

Harvard, 1707, and the two sons of Yale,
Ebenezer in 1732, and John in 1754. Dr.
Sprague in his Annals makes John Devotion,
of Saybrook, son of Ebenezer, of Scotland.

But he seems to have been a younger
brother.

4 From generation to generation many
men in Saybrook grew rich in that way.

$ Mirror, exhibited by the sayings and
transactions of the greatest men in Europe.
12mo, Boston, 1802.

¢ Dr. William Robertson, of Scotland, son
of the parish minister of Borthwick, in Mid
Lothian, was himself a very able minister of
the Church of Scotland, but gave himself
largely to literary work. His History of
Charles V was first published in 1769.

7 James Monroe was appointed in 1303
Minister Plenipotentiary jointly with Charles
Pinckney to negotiate with Spain.

* That is, not to the ball, but to the neigh-
bor’s house to spend the night.
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28. Rode out. Very cold. Visited a school. At evening attended a

conference meeting with Baptists.

29. Visited a young woman apparently near the close of life. Pretty good
sleighing. Wrote a negative answer to the call of the church and society of
Becket. Wrote to Mr. James Rudd, of Becket.

30. Read the Bible. A very cold rain. Thin meeting.

31. Set out to go to Danbury. Dined with Mr. Mansfield,’ of Killing-
worth. Rode to East Haven, tarried at a tavern,

Frervaxy.

1. Rode through New Haven, breakfasted with Mr. Davis.®* Rode
through Derby and Newtown to Danbury. Very kindly received.
2. Visited. Quite rainy. Find many apparent friends. There is hope-

fully some seriousness in this town.

3. There have been an unusual number of deaths of heads of families

in this town in two years past. Rainy.

At evening attended a conference.

4. Concluded not to attempt to get to Saybrook this week. Very cold.
The riding extremely bad. Agreed to tarry here over the Sabbath. Tarried

at Mrs. Taylor's.

5. Walked out and visited. Read newspapers. Traded.
6. An exceeding rainy day, yet a good number of people at meeting.
Many appear quite serious. Tarried at Mr. Mygatt’s. Mrs. M. apparently

sinking with a consumption.

7. Warm. Very muddy. Wrote to my father, Rea® Traded. Had

some clothes made.

8. Received many kind attentions.

Left Danbury. Very bad riding.

Rode to Huntington,® tarried with Mr. Rexford.*
9. Rode to Milford. Tarried with Mr. Pinneo.® At evening attended a

conference.

ro. Very cold and tedious. Rode to New Haven. Traded; bought
books. Rode to Guilford. Tarried with Mr. Brainerd.®

11. Rode to Saybrook. Pretty much fatigued. At evening walked out.
Received a letter from Rev. Mr. Mills,” of this town.

12. Wrote. Began to read Milton’s Paradise Lost in course.

13. People at meeting quite attentive. Afternoon and at night a cold and

violent rain.

14. Read Milton. It snowed some.

! Rev. Achilles Mansfield, pastor of the
First Church of Killingworth (now Clinton),
1779~1814. He was a native of New Haven,
and a graduate of Yale, 1770.

2 Henry Davis, his Yale classmate, was
still tutor at the college.

3 That part of the town which is now
Monroe.

4 Rev. Elisha Rexford, pastor at Hunt-
ington (now Monroe), 1765~1808, a graduate
of Yale, 1763.

At evening had company.

$ Rev. Bezaleel Pinneo, a native of that
part of Lebanon, Ct., which is now Columbia,
a graduate of Dartmouth, 1791, pastor at
Milford, 1796-1849. He was one of the lead-
ing ministers in Connecticut in the early
years of the present century.

¢ Rev. Israel Brainerd.

7 Rev. Samuel Mills, pastor in that part
of the town of Saybrook now known as
Chester, 1786-18:4, a graduate of Yale,
1776

[P
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15. Quite cold. Rode out and visited. Collected the genealogy of the

Whittlesey family.

16. Read the Bible.
A very hard storm of snow.

17. Walked out and visited.
the decline in the United States.
in this State.

18. Warm for the season.

Read newspapers. Finished reading Paradise Lost.

It appear$ probable that Democracy is on
The greatest exertions, however, are made
May a merciful God preserve us.

We have exceeding variable weather. At

evening rode out and preached a lecture. Preached without notes from Isa.

xxvi: 4. Quite a full meeting.

19. Read Robertson’s Charles V. Had company. I think this society is

in some danger from the Baptists.

Read the Bible.
20. People at meeting quite attentive.

I think there is a prospect that

they will hear the humbling doctrines of the gospel here, though in times
past they have not been much used to them.*
21. Warm. Rode to Saybrook® and visited Mr. Hotchkiss.* Very bad

riding,
22. Read Robertson.

Afternoon rode to Chester, visited Mr. Mills. At

evening preached a lecture. Some awakening there.

23. Remarkably warm for the season.

Rode down to Pettipague,® and

preached a lecture for Mr. Ely.* Rode to Pochogue.

24. Read. Had company. It snowed considerably.

visited. ®

25. Quite cold. Afternoon preached a sacramental lecture,

Walked out and

Walked out.

Received a letter from Mr. Brainerd, of Guilford.

26. Wrote.
to exchange with Mr. Hotchkiss.®

27. All societies in this town rather small.

Read the Saybrook Platform.”

Afternoon rode to Saybrook

At evening attended a sing-

ing meeting. The spirit of religion appears here but little.
28. Returned. Rode to Killingworth, visited Mr. Mansfield® Returned.

Magcn.

1. Read Robertson’s Charles V. It snowed some.

cold.

Walked out. Quite

2. Very cold. Read. At evening was invited out to a supper.

3 As already suggested, the Democrats in
1804 elected Jefferson for a second term by
a much more decisive vote than in 180c0.

2 This remark seems to imply that Mr.
Devotion, the last minister, had been rather
Arminian in his tendencies.

30ld Saybrook, the first ecclesiastical
parish in the town.

4 Rev. Frederick W. Hotchkiss, pastor at
Old Saybrook, 1783-1844, a graduate of Yale,
1778, native of New Haven.

$ Pettipaug, now Centerbrook, Ct.

¢ Rev. Richard Ely, pastor at Pettipaug,
1786-1814, a native of Lyme, and graduate of
Yale, 1754. He had been before settled at
North Madison, Ct., 1757-1785.

7 A system of church government pre-
pared at Saybrook in the year 1708, for the
use of the churches of Connecticut, some-
what more rigid than the Cambridge Platform
prepared at Cambridge, Mass,, in 1648. Both
these platforms are now largely outlawed.

* See note February 21.

9 See note ante January 3t.
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3- Weather moderates. People are beginning vessels! At evening
attended a wedding. I have not been in a sleigh through the winter, a cir-
cumstance which I presume has never taken place before in any winter of my
life.

4. Finished reading Robertson’s History of Charles V. At evening rode
out and visited.

s. Read. The people of this State are in considerable agitation respect-
ing a Democratic Thanksgiving to be held at New Haven next week.

6. Preached on the Doctrine of the Resurrection. Much fatigued. At
evening quite sick.

7. Considerably unwell. Walked out and visited. At evening it snowed
some. Mr. Bushnell,® the missionary, came here and tarried.

8. Wrote to my parents. Afternoon rode to Pettipague,® and heard Mr.
Bushnell preach. At evening he preached again, after which I preached
extempore from 2 Tim. iv: 7, 8. Tarried with Mrs. Hayden.

9. Last evening my horse got away. Afternoon found him without much
difficulty. Returned to Pochogue

10. Preached a lecture in the upper part of the socxety, with a few short
notes on 2 Pet.i: 5, 6, 7. The Thanksgiving* at New Haven was yesterday.
The people in Kentucky appear to be much alarmed by the interruption of
their commerce. Our government appears to be mere pusillanimity.

11.  Wrote to Mr. Brainerd,’ of Guilford. Began a sermon on 2 Tim. iv:
7,8. Troubled with a sickness at the stomach.

12. Wrote considerably. Mrs. Devotion, widow of the late minister, very
poor, probably near the close of life. Received a letter from my father.

13. The spring appears to be approaching. Quite troubled with a stom-
ach sickness. At evening attended a singing meeting.

14. Read. Had company. The State in considerable agitation about
political matters.

15. Took tartar emetic.
feeble.

16. Had engaged to ride today to Guilford. Am totally unable.
out. Several persons sick in this place. Very warm for the season.

17. Read Mortimer’s Sckolar’s Dictionary® 1 presume Congress have done
far less business during their late session than at any one under the present
government.

It operated very violently. It makes me very

Walked

! The spring was opening, and the work of
building vessels, which was an important busi-
ness interest of the place, had begun.

2 Jedediah Bushnell, D. D., before noticed
in connection with his missionary work among
the New York churches, was a native of this
town of Saybrook.

3 See note February 23.

4 This was the Democratic Thanksgiving
iust before spoken of in the diary. It was

probably simply a special rejoicing on the
part of Democrats that they were now in
power. Such rejoicings now on the part of
any political party are regarded simply as a
matter of course. Liberty, political and re-
ligious, is better understood now than then.

$ See note ante February 10.

8 The Student’s Pocket Dictionary, or Com-
pendium of Universal History, in two parts.
By Thomas Mortimer, London, 1777.
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18. Had a request to preach at Haddam. Have concluded to go after
the second Sabbath in April. Rode out and visited. Mrs. Devotion died
this afternoon.’

19. My stomach sickness continues. Quite warm. Went out on the
water, Afternoon went to Saybrook to exchange with Mr. Hotchkiss.

20. Was enabled to go through the exercises of the day better than I
expected. Returned to Pochogue;* and attended the funeral of Mrs. Devo-
tion. Rainy. Three neighboring ministers at the funeral.

21. Visited a school. At evening walked out. Unable to attend to study.

22. Worked considerably in leveling a site to build a vessel. Read the
Life of Col. Gardiner.®

23. Through divine goodness I am much better of my disorders. Went to
live with Esq. Say. Worked some. Afternoon a very violent snow-storm.

24. Read. Democracy is now making its most violent efforts in this State.
May the God of our fathers preserve us.

25. Received a letter from Mr. Andrews, North Killingworth, requesting
me to go and preach at Middlefield,* a society in Middletown. Received a
letter from my father with a request from the town of Middlebury, Vermont,
that I would go there to preach. At evening the committee of this society

called to see me. O for divine direction, and that I may be willing to go

where duty calls.

26. Quite cool for the season. Received a letter from Mr, Brainerd, of
Guilford, Wrote. At night quite rainy.
27. People pretty attentive here, but I fear very stupid. Quite tired. At

evening attended a singing meeting.

28. Rode out and visited. Read newspapers. The Federalists were
never so alarmed and never made such exertions in this State as at present.’

29. Rode to Saybrook and back. Viewed the place of the first settlers.®
Making some collections of the Whittlesey family.

30. Wrote. Tried to break my horse’ for a carriage. He acts quite

badly. Walked out.

31. Wrote. Aftermoon rode to Saybrook and preached a sacramental
lecture. Returned. At evening was at a wedding.

! Her husband died the year before, after
being pastor of the church forty-five years.

2 Pochogue, several times before men-
tioned, was the Indian name of that part of
Saybrook where he was preaching.

3 Col. James Gardiner, a British officer,
remarkable for his earnest religious life. Ile
was killed at the battle of Prestonpans, 1745
His life was written by Dr. Philip Doddridge,
and has been very widely circulated and read.

4 After the death of Rev. Abner Benedict,
pastor at Middlefield (in Middletown), 1771~
1785, the church had no settled minister until
May, 1820, when Rev. Stephen Hayes began
his work there.

$ Connecticut continued to be ane of the
Federal States after almost all the others be-
came Democratic.

¢ There was a fort at Saybrook built by
the younger John Winthrop as early as 1636,
the year when the Hooker Company came to
Hartford, and two years before the settle-
ment began at New Haven. Young John
Higginson preached to the few people in and
about the fort in 1636, and for four or five
years afterward.

7 This is the horse, so far as appears, that
he bought of Rev. Mr. Avery, of Tyringham,
and with which he made his two thousand
miles’ journey.
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1. Read newspapers, Finished my sermon on 2z Tim. iv: 7, 8. Poorly
able to study. Warm for the season,

2. Made a family piece for the Whittlesey family." Walked out and
visited. People here much engaged in building vessels.

3. Full meeting. Quite warm. People appear quite anxious to have me
return here.

4. Received fifty dollars from this society. Left Saybrook, rode to
Branford. Tarried with Capt. RusselL

5. Rode through New Haven to Fairfield and Greenfield. Tarried at a
tavern, :

6. Rode to Danbury. Kindly received. Warm.
commotions have risen in this State to their hight.*

7. There being no preacher here® at present concluded to tarry till after
the Sabbath. Cool for the season. At evening attended a conference.

8. This day is the Fast through this State. Preached. Something rainy,
with considerable thunder.

9. Had a pair of boots* made; cost six dollars. Paid for a beaver hat
made for me, seven and a half dollars.® Quite cool. Visited. There is a
prospect of a minister being settled here. There has lately been an addition
to the church of sixteen members. More are expected.

10. There was the fullest meeting I ever saw here on an ordinary occa-
sion. At evening rode to New Milford. Tarried at a tavern. Received ten
dollars from the society at Danbury.

1. Rode very early to Litchfield and to Norfolk by two o’clock. Attended
Freeman’s Meeting. The votes for Governor here were one hundred and
ninety-nine, fifteen of which were for E. Kirby.*

12. The people in this quarter appear to have been universally at the
Freeman’s Meeting which has consequently issued in a great defeat of Democ-
racy. Quite warm. Read. Received a printed letter from Mr. Carey,” of

I imagine that political

Philadelphia. Received one from my cousin, S. P. Robbins.

13. Rode out.

Read Mr. Rosse’s and Mr. Morris’s speeches in the

Senate of the United States on the subject of our injuries at New Orleans. I
believe they will hereafter be greatly celebrated.

* By hints here and there we see that Mr.
Robbins, as a young man, was engaged in
genealogical investigations when that occu,
pation was, as yet, very rare in New England.

* He begins to discover a reaction, which,
under the circumstances, was quite natural
and proper.

3 There had as yet been no one settled in
Danbury in place of Rev. Mr. Langdon, de-
ceased. In the month of May following Rev.
Issael Ward began his labors there.

4 These were top-boots.

3 He was choice and particular in all
articles of dress.

¢ Ephraim Kirby was the Democratic can-
didate. He was a man of ability, and was
Judge in the United States District Court in
New Orleans. He stood no chance for Gov-
emor in the Federal State of Connecticut.
Jonathan Trumbull, son of Jonathan Trum-
bull of Revolutionary memory, was re-elected
Governor in 1803. He held the office by re-
clection, 1798-1809, and was followed by
other Federalist Governors until 1817.

7 Mathew Carey, a native of Dublin, Ire-
land. Established himself in Philadelphia,
1784, as printer and publisher, and founder of
the firm of Carey & Son.
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14. Read newspapers. Democracy has probably received the greatest
shock in this State that it has had since its first existence. Wrote to Mr. N.
Munger, Middlebury, Vermont. Wrote to the committee at Westmoreland.

15. Expected to have set out for Haddam, but the rain prevented me.
Read. At night it snowed pretty hard.

16. My father rode to South Canaan to preach to that people now desti-
tute in consequence of the late death of Mr. Farrand. Read Backus on
Regeneration.!

17. It snowed most all day. Thin meeting.

18. Thought to be the greatest snow we have had the past winter. It
goes very fast. Worked considerably.

19. Dated my reading in several of my books. Have been very fortunate
with my library. Walked out and visited. Worked some. Federalism in-
creasing in the neighboring States.”

20. Rode out with my brother’s wife.> Very poor. Afternoon set out for
Haddam. Rode to my brother’s¢ at Colebrook and tarried.

21. Rode through Farmington to Berlin. Tarried with Mr. Upson.
Quite warm,

22. Rode through Middletown to Haddam. Kindly received. Very
warm for the season.

23. I live at Dr. Brainerd’s. This place was considerably divided about
their late preacher, Mr. Williston.® Mr. May,* their late pastor, died on the
14th inst. Walked out.

24. Full and attentive meeting. Something unwell. After meeting at-
tended a funeral. There have been many deaths of old people here of late.

25. Read Shakespeare. Heard from Pochogue. They appear to be
desirous to have me return to them.

26. Read. Walked and saw the fishermen catch shad. This town is quite
a place for fish. Had company. '

27. Walked out and visited sick people. Quite cool. Wrote to my father.

28. Rode to East Haddam and visited Mr. Parsons.” Drank tea at Gen.
Champion’s.® Returned. Found Mr. S. Cowles here from Norfolk, who
tarried the night.

29. Quite unwell, sick at the stomach, and very poor appetite. Rode out.
Crossed the river and visited.

30. Quite warm. Read Shakespeare. Wrote. Yesterday one seine in

4 Ammi Ruhamah Robbins.

$ Rev. David H. Williston from Vermont.
¢ Rev. Eleazar May. See a previous note.
7 Rev. Elijah Parsons, pastor at East Had-

! A work by Dr. Charles Backus, of Som-
ers, published early in this century. Dr.
Backus died Dec. 30, 1803.

* This growth did not make itself manifest

in the following year, 1804, when only Con-
necticut, Maryland, and Delaware voted
against Jefferson for his second presiden-
tial term.

3 Nathaniel Robbins’s wife.

dam, 1772-1827, fifty-five years. Graduated
at Yale, 1768.

¢ Epaphroditus Champion, Brigadier Gen-
eral of Connecticut Militia, prominent in the
settlement of the Connecticut Reserve, Ohio.
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the river, between Saybrook and Lyme, took more than four thousand shad*

at one time.

May.

Had some serious conversation in the family.

1. Rainy. Preached on the subject of Missions. At evening attended

a conference.

People here something inclined to the Baptist sentiment.

2. Walked out and visited. Dined with a military company. Military

spirit not very high here,

3. Rode to the west part of the town and preached a lecture without
notes from Psa. cxxiv: 8. At night Mr. Stone,® a candidate, called and

tarried with me. Quite cool.

4. In the momning a pretty hard frost.

Rode to Saybrook. People here

appear anxious to have me settle with them,
5. Quite rainy. Visited. The society’s committee came to see me.

6. Showery. Left Saybrook, rode to East Haddam.

Champion's.?

7. Rode to Haddam. Read the Bible.

Tarried at Gen.

This morning a very hard frost.

Many apple-trees are blown, and it is feared they will be much injured.

8. Very rainy. It snowed considerably.

In some places the snow is six

inches deep. Very thin meeting. I don't recollect having ever preached to

fewer persons.

9. In the morning the ground lately dug was so frozen as to bear a man
walking. Walked out and visited. Had company.
10. Rode out and visited. Some snow that fell on the 8th remaining.

Fruit trees in the bloom.

11. Rode to Hartford to attend the election.

Governor's* entrance in the town.
sister, and brother J.* here.

Quite warm. Saw the
very handsome parade. My father,

12. Public exercises very good. A great‘ concourse of people. The votes
for Governor are twenty-two thousand four hundred and forty-eight; six thou-

sand six hundred more than were ever given in the State before.
had seven thousand eight hundred and forty-eight.

Kirby
Melancholy.® Last even-

ing the trustees of the Missionary Society appointed me a missionary to New

Connecticut.?

! That was in the old-time shad-fishing.
There have been times since when shad
seemed to be almost driven out of the Con-
necticut River, though we have the impres-
sion that they are now again becoming more
numerous.

? Rev. William Stone, a graduate of Yale,
1786, licensed by New Haven East Associa-
tion, 1787, but seems never to have been
settled in Connecticut, but was probably set-
tled somewhere out of the State. He wasa
native of Madison, Ct., and died in 1840.

3 See note April 28.

4 Gov. Jonathan Trumbull, second Gov-
ernor of Connecticut of that name.

I don’t know what to do.

3 James Watson Robbins.

¢ It was melancholy, he means, that Judge
Kirby should have about one third of all the
votes cast.

7 The eight northeastern counties of Ohio
were called New Connecticut. Under the
charter of Charles II Connecticut claimed
large territories at the West, but there were
conflicting claims, and the United States finally
gave to Connecticut the right of owner-
ship to 3,000,000 acres in the northeasterly
portion of the State. The early settlers were
chiefly from Connecticut, and it was long
called New Connecticut or Connecticut Re-
serve. But later, when the population be-
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13- -Could not give the missionary trustees an answer.
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Rainy in the

morning. Heard the Governor’s speech. Afternoon rode to Haddam,

14. Wrote.
15. A large congregation.
evening had company.

16, Quite warm. Rode by Chester to Haddam.
Very much fatigued.

here inclining to the Methodists.

Afternoon rode to Guilford to exchange with Mr. Brainerd.!
This the worst meeting-house I ever saw. At

Visited. Some people

r7. Walked out and saw the shad-fishing. Read. Had company. My
stomach sickness in a degree still continues.

18. Very warm. Rode out.

Began a sermon on Zech. ix: 12. 23.

19. Rode to Middle Haddam, visited Mr. Selden, to East Haddam, and

returned. Attended a Baptist conference,

Heard women exhort.

20. Rainy. Walked out; caught a pretty bad cold. Wrote. The Demo-

crats in the State exult at the issue of 